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PREFACE 


“;o:- 


,Th| three p’eAt sources of knowledge respecting the shrouded p&tt 
hunuinity are the language, the mythology, and the ancwnt 
,^OQumenta of a countr}\ ^ 

From the language one learns the mental and social height to 
whioh^ a nation had reached at any given period in arts, habits, 
and ciyilization, with the relation of man to man, and to the 
material and visible w’orld. 


The mythology of a people reveals their rcdatii^n to a spiritual 
and invisifde world; while ihe early monuments are solemn and 
eternal eyiabols of religion^' faith'-rituals of stone in cromlech, 
pillar, shrine and to^\e^, temples and tombs. ^ 


The WTittcn won!, or litemture, comes last, the fullest and 
hiAeet expression of the intellect and culture, and scientifio 
prepress of a nation, 


ie Irish race were never much indebted to the written word, 
Thplearned class, the ollamhs, dwelt apart and kept their knowledga 
The peo})le therefore lived entirely upon the traditions 
'bf tfcir forefathers, blended with the new doctrines taught^.bj^ 
,Cbnpianity , so that the popular l^lief became, in time, an amaljgaift 
myths and the Christian legend, and the^e ,b1^i 
remaij indissolubly united to this dajn The world, m 
^ volume, a si rial rather, going on for six thousand yeat^, 
which the Irish peasant has scarcely yet turned the 

w[ wresent work deals only with the mj^hology, or the fantfi'^C 
’aaoa %{ the Irish respecting •the invisible world— itfrange ntjtf 
1 superstitions, broijgbt thousands of years ago from tliiHr, 
home, but which etill, even in the present time, affect ail 
pea of thinking an^ acting in the daily life if the people* . . ’ 



* PREFACE. ' 

' ^ ' ■ , ■ . ‘A. ' V- ' ' 

. N '^^dncated clnsses m &11 "nations, the belief the 

^jrq.pernatumii. 4 'Aefcing directly on life amk con8t4intly interfering 
^rVith the nAtiiral course of human action, is soon dissipated and 
' /^JladuiAlly di9ftp][^^rs, for the knowledge of natm^l laws’feOlves many 
B^ystCfies that were once inexplicable ; yet muhli 'remains unsolTcd, 
ovep to the philosopher, of the mystic relation lietween the matftrad 
and’ tiie ^spiritual world. Whilst to the massea — the u^eduoat^ 
— Wbo'know nothing of th^ fixed eternal laws of nature, evert 
pheDOfi 3 onou seenis to rteUlt from the direct action of some noA 
o^an power, in\nsil)le though over present; able to confer all 
yet implacable if offended, and therefore to be propitiat^/ 

The superstition, then, of the Irish peasant is the instinctive 
belief in the existence of certain unseen agencies that influejica 
^11 human life; and with the highly sensitive organization of 
"their race, it is not Wonderful that the people live habitffalfy^ 
ttnderr the shadow' and dread of invisible powers which, 'Whithte 
working for good or evil, are aw'ful and mysterious to the uncij^ 
tured mind that sees only the strange results produced by certlti^ 
. forceti,. but know's nothirg of approximate Ciiuses. , ] > 

^ . ' ’/ 

. Si^ny of the Irish legends, superstitions, and ancient chaiy&ii 
now collected were obtained chiefly from' oral com muni cat iohj?; 
made by the peasantry themselves, either in Irish or in th6Trish-»* 
English which preserves so much of tHo expressive idiom of the- 
antique tongue* 


iTheSe narrations w'ere taken dowti-by competent persons skilled in^, 
both languages, anA as far as possible in ‘the very words of tho; 
narrator; so ^hat much of the primitive simplicity of the 8byl&.‘ 
'ha» been retained, while the legends have a peculiar and speoiab 
^value as coming direct from the national heart. d 

o X 

In a few years such a collection ^^nuld l>e impossible, for 
old race is rapidly passiffg away to other lands, and in the 
'working-world of America, with all the new influencaa of 11^^ 
Budr p^ress, the young generation, though still loving 
of .their fathers, will scarcely find leisure to dream over 
V bpiiuittd hills aud lakes and ratha of ancient Ireland. . , , 

" l'‘- ’ ' . . ‘ 

b.X must disclaim, however, all desire to be coupidered a raeuW::/ 

. La^cklrix tempom acti. These studies of ‘the Irish ^ 

' ^t^ spuply th^ expression of my love for the beautiful islftn^ t- 
fct inspiration, my quickest intellectual iffjpilf 
^lfoddth^;slropg^t and b^st sympathies with genius apd 
a Vforaon’s nature,. 




- 
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AMCIBNT LEGENDS. 


INTRODUCTION, 


Wends af all nalioM of the world, on wLich from 
r of tttve ken nurtured bea m 


r K^wmuuns 01 man Mve been nurtured bears,, 

I «B^|foB’'« 8 ‘;wblance to each other (bat we are led to believe 

L •'JteiS crSPu one kue-u.Km. tnt i.-uv, ;... _ . N 


crl 

b- 'Tna tii 

Ubeir'i 

:.ar,)lllj3ipt 

Mz 

awl w 
El 

; Thiae.t 
eN-iatgEt 
, r’p^a 

iif'iMi^a 

^';',V&50 

>;Th«iro 

^r^tiprEiiu 

tv ftSte ^r^et 

I 


niiui« uuinan lamilv wasi of 
Id one kuguaire. Dnt with iufreamug uumkra cmne 

JttfnPni ceaseW^ugratiou wua 

of the tribes of the earth from the Eastern cradle of 

beautiful Edeu-land at the head of the Persian Gulf 

,tma 1 lTdlrP ’iT l" emanated’ 
res an'l th^ ^ the lioo of the great rivers, by 
ai].l the Tigris and southward Jiy the Nile • and 

K r ^ colonies to taka 

ifin ^?^,?ciwu Silent world around them. Prom 
ha, and h.gypt. to Oreeoo and the Dies of tlih Se?* 
I wndenng trihgs, carrying with them, us eigne of 
|pokon fragnienm of the primal creed, and broken 
krimal tongu^-ihase early oag ,33 in the history of 

K,’/lr.TVw “'/i:^*™cttble, which hundreds of 
»ot It ui able to obliterate from the mind of man 

K h m ’me t »tcck, 

B® i ,T ^crms, according 

■oolite and modes of thought were developed 
^deriiig pennle, by the influence of climate ^nd 

phenomena in the 

IVhfe^cnd a re,sting-place or a home, . Still, amongat 
be^hrough all t^e mutations caused by circu^ 

■"ISr,''"”' (!«k- «tar. Ir b^. 

»h both language and symbols axe sub/ected 
t|(*t,TudBderate |ribOT. * 

prWMfl creed end lanpage of humamty ^ 



2 . ANCIENr,LEGENDS *0F IRELAND. ' 

/Fora tlieso scattered and broken fragment?, is tbo 
now exciting so Jteenly the energies of the ardeiit aii4 
etbnograniiers of Europe ; as yet, indeed, with but ^mall g 
as regards language, lor not more, perhaps, than twenty . 
which the philologists consider may have belonged to the" Oi 
tongue have been discovered; that is, cerUin objects, or 
are found represtmted in all languages bv the same wor^ 
therefore the ])hilologi&t eoncbides that tliese v^'onist must 
Ijpen associated with thf^ uleas from the earliest dawnof lang 
and as the words express ehieily the relations of the human t 
to each otlier, they remained fixed in the minds of the want 
tribes, untouchetl and unchanged by all the diversities of 
subsequent experience of life. 

Meauwliile, in Europe there is diligent study of the ai 
myths, legemls, and traditions of the world, in order to e 
frtjm them that information reipecling the early modes of tl^ 
prevalent amongst the primitive race, and also the lines 
first migration'^, whi^cli no other monuments of antiquit;^' 
well able to give. 'Jdaditions, like rays of liglit, take theh 
from the medium through wluch tReV pass ; hut the S 
mythngraphie student knows how to eliminate the ac 
ailditiOn from the ttiue primal basis, which remain3 fix 
unchangeable; and from the numerous mvfhs and legends 
nations of the earth, whieh hear so striking a conformity 
other that they piunt to a common origin, lio will he 
reconstruct the tir.st articles of lK«lief in the creed of liuj 
and to pronouDc#almost wuth certainty upon the primal s] 
the lines of human life tliat nnw^ traverse the gloho' 
directions. This source r^f all life, creed, and culiure now Of 
ther^ is no reason to doubt, will be found in Iran^ or Persq 
call it, and in tlie ancient legeirls and language of th 
Iranian people, the head and noblest type of the Arya’’ 
Endowed wuth splendid physieal beaitty, noble intellect 
rich musical language, the Iranians had also a lofty setr, 
relation between man and the .spiritual world. They adt 
idols into their temples; flicir (led weis the due Suprom^. 
and Upholder of all things, whose -svmhol wme the sung 
pure, elemental fire. Liit as tlie wmrld prew^ older ; 
wicked tlie pure primal doctriiU'S wmre oli^cured bv huraa 
the symbol came to be worsbqipod in place of the Goc 
debased idolatries of Eabylon, Assvria, and the Caiiaani 
were^tbe result. Egvqit— grave, wiso, learned, mourn 
retained most of tlie pHmal truth; l)ut tiuth waS' 
priests as too precious for the crowd, and so they^ 
carefully for themstlve^ and their owm caste, ThOr 
the ancient and cryptic meaning of the symlx^Is; th^' 
allowed only to see the outward and visible sign, !-■ 



INT&OI)UOTIO^. 3 

T>liiIo3ophy, culture, an, and religion came to 
Greece, the Greeks moulde<l these splendid elements after 
- tbeir fashion, and poured the raAliance of beauty over the 
pave ai|l poomy mysticism of Eg-ypt. Everything- Iddeous, 
terrible, And revolting was banished from the Greek Mythology 
The Greeks constructed no theory of a devil, and believed in 'no 
hell, as h distinct and eternal ftb^aie for the lost souls of mein 
The Gre^' gods were divinely beautiful, and each divinity in turn 
read}^ |o help tlm mortal tlmt invoked him. Tlie^ dead in 
^ £Iades mourned their late because they, could no longer enjoy the 
-^glorious beaiit\ of life, hut no hard and chilling dogmas doomed 
’ them there to the tortures of eternal puniGimerif. Eartli, ajr, the 
heavens and the s.m, tlie storms and sunshiuo, the forUts’and 
flowers and tlie purple grapes with which thev crownrsl a god, 
Were all to the Givek poet-mind the manifestations of an all- 
pervadmg spiritual ]>ower and life. A sublime Pantlieism wius 
'tpir creed, that see.s nods in everv thing, yet with one Supreme 
God over all. hreiMlom, beautv, art, light, and joy, were the 
Moments of the Greek religion, while the EtnrnalAVi.sdum, the 
Gjep Athene of the Earthenon, was the peculiar and selected 
divinity of tlieir own half di\ine ract*. 

- Meanwhile otlmr branches of the ])rimal Iranian stock wmo 
spreading over tlio savage central forests of hhircpe, where they 
Jaid^the foundation of the great 'Tuit on and .Gotliic race^, the 
destim-d world-rulers; hut Nature to them was a gkeomy and 
Awful mother, an<l life seeinml an ondk'ss warfare against the 
;flerc^ and nowerful eEmnutal demons of frost if^id ^now'and dark- 
by whom tli(> heaunful Sun-god was slain, an.l ^ho reigned 
Utumphant in that fearful .season when the earth wa> iron and the 
At?, was ice, and no benchcent God semied near to help. Hideous 
idols imaged these unseen ]iowers, who were propulatld by 
sangiimary rites; ami the men and the go<l tlun’ fashioned were 
alike as tierce and cruel as the wild leasts of the forest, and the 
of the savag'e nature around them. 

Still the waves .»f liuman life kept rolling westward until they 
over all the lands and islands of the Great Sea, and the 
^^Wafldenng manners, seiTdng new homes, passed through the 
-Eillars of llercul^'s out into tlie We, stern Ocean, and boasting 
alO^ by the shores of Sp.ii,> and France, founded nations that 
,8tiU bear the impress of tluur Easterji origin, and are kmown ia 
'tifi^y a 3 the (\dtie rare; while the customs, usages and 
^^d^tions wliieh their for.daihers had loanit in Egsmt or Greece 
carefuhy preserved by them, and^transmitted as heirloom# 
colonies they founded. •From Spain the early marinors 
«Ainl;-reached the verdant island of the West in which we Irish 
more particularly intere.sted.^ And here in our l>eautaful 
^remfed^the last wave of the ^eat Iranian migration finally 
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’-Ifurther progress was impossible— the unknwl^/boeattl 
seehieli to tbein the limits of the world. And thus the wnil^ferti^; 
< ~ ofih<^ pniQ^l race^ with their fragments of the anciettt cxe4(i'''filTKjt' 
mythic poet-lorC; and their peculiar dialect of the ancient 
^ formed; 05 it were, a sediment here which still retains its pfectiti& 
affinity with the parent land— though the changes and 
> three thousand years ha\e sweptfover the people, the legnuda;'«M?<f^ 
the language. It is^ therefore, in Ireland, above all; that 
nature and origin of the primitive races of Europe shOuH**^^ 
studied. Even the form of the Celtic head shows a decfidefiM 
conformity to that of the Greek races, while it differs essential^ 
from the Saxon and Gothic types. This is one of the many’ proofs'? 
in support of the theory that the Celtic people in their 
course to the Atlantic'travelled by the coasts of the Mediterraneany-v 
as all along that line the same cranial formation is found. 
logists also affirm that the Irish language is neai'er to i^an^krit i 
than any other of thedi\ing and spoken languages of Enrdpjf^ 
while tlie legemE audemUhs of Ireland can be readily 
the far East, hut liave nothing in common with the fierce 
w'Cird superstitions of Northern mythology. C * '’Gj 

This study of legendary lore, as a foundation for ^he bistopy.^<)j(;| 
iiumanity, is now recognized as such an important branch of 
nology that a journal entirely (^evoted to comparative mytholo^^'j 
has been recently started in Pans, to which all nations are invit^. 
to contribute— tSclaves, Teutons, and CeltS; Irish legends bemg- 
considered specially important, a.s containing more of the primitivp^ 
elements til an those of other Western nations. All other counihy 
tries hav' }i»‘en repeatedly overwhelmed by alien tribes'. 
peoples and laceS; but the Irish liave remained unchanged; 
placcof adopting readily the usages of invaders they havd 
such remarkable powers of fascination that the invaders tEpw; 
selves became Hibernids ipsk Hxbcrnivre^. The Danes hold 
east coast of Ireland for thre^ hundred years, yet there is no trace 
of Thor or Odin or the Eiacst Giants, (»r of the Great Wcfrld-> 


serpent in Irish legend ; but if we go back in tlie history- ' 
world to the beginning of things, when thfe Iranian people , 
the only teachers of humanity,’ we enme upon the true afitSdifc 
'source of Irish legend, and find that tlio onci^ial materials 
been but veiy shgbtly altertd, while amongst other national Tlibh 
ground-work has been overlaid with a dense palimpsest 
own devising, suggested by their ptuuiliar local surrounding^'^^g^ 
Amongst the earlie'^t religious symbols of the world a: 

Tree^ the WY^raan, and tfie Serpent — memories, no doubt, . 

' legehidf Paradise ; and the reference for certain sacred 
prevailed in Persia from the moa,t ancient times^ 
diffused among all theTrapian nations; • It was the 
to hang costly garments-on the^branches as pffennjp^ "" 

t . ' vV V' 
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that Xerxep before going to b&ttle iUYOJc^ * 

and hung jewels and rich rohes on the boughs, 

^ ‘Saadi nanatefl an anecdote concerning trees TOwdi 

^e Oriental touch of mournful suggestion^^Po was 
^ySr the gt^esfc of a very rich old man who had 'a son 
for his oeauty. One night the old man said to liittl^ . 
pjf^^ringlmy whole life I never had but this .son, Near this pl^ 
^fe'A.Sacr^ Tree to which men resort to offer up their petitSphs.' 

nights at the foot of this tree I besougnt Uod ilntij J3,o. 
^^(5towed,:on me this son,’’ Not lung after Saadi overheard this > 
mAn say in a low voice to his friend, llow happy ahogld 
ktjow where that Sacred Tree grows, in order that I might 
^pftjblore God for the death of my father." 

^ 5 {The poorer class in Persia, not being able to make offerings of . 
garments, are in the habit of tying bits of cohxtred stuffs on ' 


^^tly garments, are in the habit of tying bits of coloured stuffs'on ' 
h^|hhuPPUghs, and these rggs are considered to Iiaye a special virtue 
IJ^pucing diseases. The trees are often iie|ir a well or by a saint’s 
and^are then looked upon as peculiai^y sacred. 

^i^This account might haye been written for Ireland, for the belief 
thePeretnonuil are precisely similar, and are still found exist- 
^5g 'to .this day both in Iran and in Erin. But all trees were 
^^pt'hold sacrea— only those that bore no eatable fruit tliat could 
^j^ieh men; a lingering memory of the tree of evil fruit may 
caused this prejudice, while the Tree of Life was eagerly 
l^^tVghfc for, with its promised gift of ii^niortality. In Persia the 
^^-tree was specially reyerenced ; in Egypt, the palm^; in 
^Gi*8ece, the will ohve; and tha oak amongst the Celtic nations. 
|®j^etihie3 small tapers were lit amongst the branches to simulate 
the presence of divinity. It is worthy of Hole, wliile on 
j^^ sihject of Irlsii and Iranian affinities, that the old Persfan 
for tree is dar^ and the Irish call their sacred tree, tne oak. 

< The belief in a race of supernatural beings, midway hetwe&n 
Supreme God, beautiful and beuehcent, a racehhaL 
kitowii the weight of human life, was also part of the 
he Iranian people. They called them Pc/tj, or Ferouers ' 
and they have some pretty legends concerning the. 
Dukhtnri Shah Peridn, the Laugl^ter of tlie-King of the ' 
for a signt of whose beauty men pine away in vain desire, 
s granted to tliem one** to behold her, they die. Evpry ' 
lieyes in the existence of these mysterious spirits, with 
d powerful influence over human lifejand actions, buyeach^f. 
me^ts them differently, according to national habift affdy;w 
urroundinga. Thus, tht Kiissians believe in the phaflife^’' ' 

and Druid may be coraparwi ^ eonttunlng ■the •e^itW 
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*of a beautiful young ^irl robed in white^ wh(> Bie6tpi| ' 

tlie Avairderer on the lonely fenow steppes, and lulls him by lleA, 
'kisaefe into that fatal sleep from which be never more awakeiis,' 

The legends of the Scandinavians, also, are all set in the framed' 
wofk of their own experiences ; the rending and crash of the ice is 
the stroke of the god Thor’s hammer ; the rime is the beard of the ^ 
Frost Giant : and when Bidder, their Sun-god, is beginningto 
at Midsummer, they kindle pine-hrunches to light him on hl9;‘ 
downward path to hell; and when lie is returning to the upper 
world, after the winter solstice, they burn the Yiile-log, and hang' 
lights on the tir-trees to illuminate his ii])ward path. These 
r traditions are a* remnant of the ancient sun worship, but the- 
peasants who kindle tlie Baabfires at Midsummer, and the uppgr 
classes who light up the brilliant Christmas-tree, have forgotten 
the origin of the custom, though the world-old symlx)! and- usage 
is preserved. 

The Sidhe, or Fairu's, of Ireland, still pre.serve all the gentle 
attributes of their auengit PerMan racejcr lu the soft arwl equable 
climgte of Erin there were no terrible manifestations of nature to 
be 'Symbol ize<i by new images; and the genial, laugbtei'doving' 
elves were in themselve,^ the E‘St and truest expre^ion of Irisll 
nature that could ]ia\e been iiuented. The fairies’ lov^d muMo. 
and dancing and frolic; and, above all things, to he let alone'/ 
and not to be interfered with as regarded their peculiar fairv, 
habits, customs, aiul pastiiues. They had also, like the Irish, a' 
linelense of the right and just, and a warm love for the liberal 
hand and kindly word. All tbo solitudes of the Eland were^ 
peopled by Ile*se bright, happy, beautiful beings, and to the 
nature, with its need of the .spiritual, its love of the vague, 
dreftmv^ and supernatural, there was something irresistibUt^^^l-'J 
cinatirig in the belief that gentle spirits were around, 
sympathy for the mortal who suffered wrong or needed 
the fairies were sometimes wilful and capricious as childr^, 
took dire revenge if any one built over their fairy cii^w^ \iUiuo 
looked at them when combing their long yellow hair in ^ ^ 

shine, or dancing in the w(X)ds, or floating on the lalAs. 
was’ the penalty to all who approached too near, or p 
curiously into the my^eries of nature. 

To the Irish peasant earth and air 'were filled with thei 
terious beings, half-loved, half-fear^jd bv them : and thereby 
weie propitiated by flattery, and cnlle<i ‘^-the gocni people, 

(Greeks caU the dread godfJesses the Eumeniile 's.’’ Theii^" 
beard in the^ mountain echo, §nd their forma seen 
ptirpie-'and golden mountain mwt ; Umy whispered amic 
perfumed hawThorn branches.,' the rush of the autumn leav[ 
the scamper of' little elves— red, ’yellow, and' bvown'-^i 
tjyiven, and danciug in tbeirglee; and the bendin^of the tf 
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caused by the flight of tlfe Elf King and bisCouji- 
TWv (lanced with soundless feet, and tjieir atop - 
liAt that the (frops of dew they dauce<i on only trembled, 
Abaiijdid break. The fairy music was low and sweet^' blinding 
li^e that of the great god Pan by the river; they lived 
"Ipoly 0,n tlj|e nectar in the cups of the dowers, tlu)ugh in their fairy 
8|mptiious banquets were plTered to the mortals tln^y 
a^ied 0^— but woa to the mortal who tasted of fairy food; to 
Hat was f<^tal. All the evil in tlie world lias come by eating; if 
had dnly resisted that apple our race might still bo in Paradi^. 
^he Sidbe look with eiuy on the beautiful young human children, 
^d ateal them when they can; and rlie children of a Sidhe and a 
mother are reputed to grow ,iip strong and powerful, but 
^ith evil and dangerous natures. There is also a belief that every 
^ 7 ^ years the fairies are obliged to deliver up a Victim to the 
^yil One, and to save tb(ur own people they ti y to abduct some 
^aautiful young mortal girl, and her (hey hand over to the Prince 
Darkness. 

Dogmatic religion and science have long^ince killed the mytho- 
.'•noetic faculty in cultured Europe. It only exists now, naturally 

e lnatihctively, in children, poets, and the childlike races, like 
^ _ Irish— sintple, joyous, reverent, and unlettered, and who have 
l^eihained unchanged for ceuturie.s, walled round by their language 
|from the rest of Europe, through which separating veil science, 

I culture, and the cold mockery of the .‘>ceptic have never yet 
^'penetrated. 

; ■Christianity was readily accepted by the Irish. The pathetic 
tftte of the beautiful young Virgin-Mother and the Child-God, for 
iseniral objects, touclmd all the deepest chords of feeling in the 
t'teUder, loving, and sympathetic Irisli heart. The legends^of 
Ikboienbdjmes were not o\erthnnvn by it, however, hut tafou' up 
land 'incorporated with the new Christian faith. The holy wells 
iaSid the sacred trees remained, and were even made holier hy 
Jjaflsddiation with a saint’s name. And to this day the ol(i 
^na^thplogy holds ita ground with a force and vitality untouched 
vfe^y symptoms of weakness or decay. The Greeks^ who are of 
^i^}awne original race as our people, rose Uirouglf the influence of 
highest culture to the fulness and perfectness of eternal youth ; 
fbutThe IHsh, ^^it!lout culture, are etenial children, with all the 
aj^lika instincts of superstition still strong in them, and capable 
^^^believing all things, because to doubt requires knowledge, 
never, like the GreUks, attained to the conceptioii of 
hof beings 'nobler tlian themselves— men stronger and mor%^ 
^.-With the immortal ^e #f a ^od in their veins ; 
*'‘''£beautiful,or divinely inspired ; hut, also, the Iri^jtievbtv; 
l|fbo image of God m their hearts by infldelitjy or.trr$igiom^^ 
beautiful and sublimely touchiugrrecoTi^ 
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^\T^ tJ^^rying deYotbli;<?#tM 
%.to thfejr ancient faiti^ tlirou^ ’^persecutbns 

more iiLsultiu/^ and degrading than were ever iiiffi 
1 ^ 0 d by one Chnetian sect upon another.' 


Y Ohnetian sect upon another.' f 
- t thwpeculiariy, reverential nature it would be imnoa^I^ 
,'''-f{$^® r** soepties, even if a whole legiba 

amongst them to preach a ^psa^_, 
I egauist all belief m tiie spiritual and the dnfeen. And tiiar^i 
5 traditions of their race liave likewise taken firm hold'in th^l 
.hearts localise they are an artistic people, and require obicetsf^S 
,y fhffir adoration and love, not mere abstractions to be accepted 
.their reason. And they are al.so a nation of poets ; the preseqe^’^ 
.of God ts ever near them, and the saints and ' angels, andvth^t! 
shadowy hemgs of eartli and air are perpetually drawing theislj 
minds, through mingled love and fear, tS tile infinite and 
]tvprW. 1 robably not one tradition or custom that liad its 'briai^ 
..ins religious belief has been lost in Ireland during the long com#d 
of ages since the first people from Ea.-tem lambs arrived Iv'’’' 
^’eUied on our sliore^. ^ — . t 
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„■ , are still lit at Midsummer,^ 

.though no longer m hon^mr of the .sun, but of St. John- and. th^ 
poMante still ninke their cuttle pass between two fias— rWili'J 

in ’iW *•' name of Moloch, but of , some-patron saipiLli 

lliaf all Irish legends point to the Ea.st for tlieir origin, not to tBil 
pr h, IS cettain : to a warm land, not ona of icebergs, and thunder '^ 
crashes of the rending of ice-bonnd rivers, but to a region wliar^j 
ihe shadow of trees, and a cool dranglit from the spajliliag wplfs.-f 
were life-giving hleasmgs. MVll-worsli ip could not have origia^feiii 
, n A humid country like Ireland, ^t'hete y\'ells .can bo found ate^i| 
step, and sky and land are ever lieao y and saturated with moisturl.v^ 
' t, from m E.isteni jieople, wanderers in a dry^ai#*-? 

thirsthdand, where tlie discovery of a well seemed ae the iot^^ 
position of nn angel in man’s behalf. ,« 

. ,.T\"b are told also by the ancient clironielers tliat sernent-woriiW^?' 
ones prevailed in Ireland, and tlint .St. Patrick hewed down-"’ 
serpent i^dol Crmn-Cmadh (the great worm) and cast it into 

■ itayne (from whence nro.se the legend that St. Patridc banisl 

■ venomous things /rom the island). Now as the Iri.sh never' « 
fiava seen a serpent, non? existing in Irelund, tliis worship -i} 

come from the far Ea.st, wliemthis bennfiful and -da 
upon jis the symljol of tlie Eiil Qnp,, 
-WoJ’sJjipped and propitiated by votive ofPprings, as all 
. world, in the hope turnnig away 
tnan, and to induce thetn to show merevvend 
jv^gyptians propitiated the ^acred crocodib ' by 
fX - - yostly ; 3 >wels m1t3 ears. The Irish. 

eiiy;]^]jar orinali’ ‘ 







‘Eastern cKnife?, from t^y - 

If tBe "Wake^ tko death cha^t, the moTTrhihi^ 'W^ 
M ^ames. In Sparta^ on the death of a king 
‘ had a ^reake ^nd *' keen ” not common tcf the 
;t tvhich tliey said they learned from the Phoenici 
pecnliar usage bears a striking resemblance to the J 
— AH the virtues of the dead were recited, aiid the G 
MSleleu|^ the same cry as the Ul-lu-lu^” of the Irish, waske 
pVer th^ corpse by the chorus of liirOd mourning womein 
if selecting women in place of men for the chotu 
nentation prevailed throughout all the ancient world, as i 
display of grief was thought beneath the dignity of man. 
Cassandra ga\e thu keynote for the wail over Hector, 
fe^&len the leadhn recjtiug praises to his honour. The d 
in Eg^yit, ilrabiu, and Anyssinia all bear a marked rei 
the Irish ; indeed the mourning crv is the'same it 
gr^d the- Egyptian lamentation Hi-loo-luo ! Ili-luo-loo I cried 
^%^dead,,wa3 probably the original form of the Irish wail. 

Greeks always endeavoured to lessen the terrors of de 
^«iid,^fbr this reason they establhhed funeral games, and theful 
nonies took the form of a festival, where they ate and dl 
|d'poiired libations of wine in lionour of thedeud'^ The Irish 
Ro their funeral games and peculiar dances, wdien they threv 
ieir upper garments, abd holding hands in toci^cle, moved 
dbw measure round a woman* crouched in the centre, with 
C’overing her face. Another singular part of the cetftn: 
the entrance of a' woman wearing a cow'^s head and Lorn 
upon the scene in the PrOmctheus of yEschyliis, ' 
probublv meant to represent the horned or cresce; 
^OTpon, the antique l)iana, the Goddess of Death. The custQ] 
^^^^iowing oS the garments no doubt originally signified th^ta,s 
^^yl^the garment of the flesh. AVe brought nuihing into this W( 
certain \ve carry nothing out. The soul must si 
(Veiled before GoH. * 

Tftthe islands off the AVest Coa.st of Ireland, where the i 
^e^t.superstitions still exist, they have a strange custom. 
’^al;^ail is allowed to ht* raised untiLthreo hours haveela 
The^mon-ient of death, because,, they Ba;yx the ^urid of 
^^wvo'nld hind%r the soul from speaking to'God when if ati 
W Him, and waken up the two great dogsDi^at are watd 
feapuls of the dead in order that the^^^may devour" fhs' 
^Lyrd of tleavon liimself cannot liinder them $ onde i 
,Thie traditions of Watching by the dead in 

before God,ia aine and'^Jeipn superstition/, 


|y^' had its origin .Bmoflgsfc a^peoplb of 
yvdrldi andTk,i);fdbably of 

" 'dr tfc ffiiVifeen is 
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could listen to the lon^-8U;?tamed minor wail of the Ul-lu*lu'’^ 
without strong emotion and eteu tears; and once heard call 
never be forgotten. Nor is there anything derogatory to grief }a 
the idea of' hired mourners; on the contrary, it is a splendid- 
tribute to the dead to order their praises to be recited publicly 
before the assembled friends ; wdiile there is something indescrib*. 
ably impressive in the as^ieet of the mourn iiig women crouehed 
around the bier with shiouded heads, they rock themselves to 
aud fro and intone the solemn, ancient death-oong with a- 
measured cadence, sometimes rising to a piercing wail. They 
seem like weird and sliadiovy onthne.s uf an old-world vision, and 
at once the imagination is earned back to the far-distant East,^ 
and the lime when all theso funeral s\mhols had a mysterious and 
awful meaning. Sometimes a wall of. genuine and birtof grief 
interrupts the eliaiit of the hired mourners. An Irish keen which 
Wai3 taken down from tlie lips of a bereaved mother some years 
ago, runs thus in the literal rhi;;lisli version — 

‘^0 w\)men, looli; on nie ! IjuoK' on im*, w'omeii ! Have you 
ever seen any sorrow like mine 'i Have voii e\*'r seeli the like of 
me in my sorrow Arrali, thou, my darling, ni} darliiiir, 'tis your , 
mother that calls voii. How long vou are sleeping, Do you sfee . 
all the people round you, my darling, aud I sorely weeping B 
Arrah, what is this paleiies.'^ on your tace Sure tiiert^ w'aa no.- 
equal to it in Jinn for beauty and fairness, aud your hair was , 
heavy os the wing of a raven, and your skin v\as whiter than the ^ 
hand of a lady. Is it the stranger must carry me to my grave, ajid 
my son lying here r 

This touching lament is .^o thoroughly Greel{ in form and senti- 
ment that it miglit be talom for part of a chorus from the Hecuba 
of Euripides, Even the ‘‘ Arrali” reminds one of u Greek word' 
used frC(giently by the tlivoks wlieii commeueing a sentence or. 
asking a question, although the resemblance may be only 
superlicial. 

The tales and legends told by the peasahts in tlie, Irish vemi- , 
cular are much more weird and strange, and have much more of;,' 
the old-world colouring than the ordinary fairv tales narratad iti ^ 
English by the peo])le, as may he .seen by the following'' mythiciil . 
st<}ry, translated from the Irish, and which is said to be a"' 
thousand years old : — ^ 


THE HORNED WOMEN. 

A RICH woman sat up late one night carding and preparing 
while an the family and servant were aisleep. Suddenly 
wa5 given at the door, and a voice called—*' Open ! open 1 
Who is there P ” said, the woman of The house. 
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arajthe ’Witch of the One TToni/' was answered, 

" 'Tbe' mistresvs, supposiuft that ond of her neij^libours had called 
and tc<|nirevl aysistunce, opened the dui^r, and a woman entered, 
'liftTing' iri her hand a pair of avooI card<Ts, and bearing a horn, ou 
forehead, as if ^n‘()win^^ there. She sat down by the fire in 
silence, and be^'an to card the wool with Mohmt haste. Suddenly 
ahe paused and said aloial : “Where arc the women!-' They 
:delay too long-.’’ > 

'Ir, Then a second knorl; came to Die door, -Hind a voice called a.s 
'^for^ — Open ' open ! ” 

The mistress ftdt herself constrained to rise and open to the call, 
yid immediati'Iy a second w'ltch entered, huMugf tw'o horns on her 
forehead, and in Imr hand a wdietd for sjunTiin<^ the wool. 

^‘Give me place,” she said; 1 am the Witch of the Two 
Tlorns/’ and she^ becan to spin as quick as lichtiung-. 

. And so tln^ kno('ks wmit on, and tin' call w'as heard, and the 
witches entered, iiiyd at last twodve women sat round the tire— 
the first with one horn, the last with Tw^dve horns. And they 
carded the thread, and turned their spinning- wheels, and wound 
and wove, all singing- together an ancient rliune, hut no word did 
they speak to tiie mistrrs.N of the hou.ve. Strange to hear, and 
frightful to loolv upon w-en^ these twohi^ women, wntli their horns 
and their wlieels; and the iiiistri'ss ftdt near to death, and alui 
tried to rise that she might call for help, hut she could not move, 
tior could she utter a w'ord or a cry, for tht' spell of the witches 
wa^upon her. 

Then one of them called to her in Irish and said — 

^^Rise, woman, and make us a cake.” 

Then tlie mistress searched for a vtMsel to bring waiter from the 
wfeU that she might mix the meal and make the cake, )^ut she 
could find none. And tlngv said to her — 

'‘^Tuke a sieve and bring waiter in it.” 

And she took the sie-ie and went to tlie w-ell ; hut the w-ater 
^iired from it, and .-he could fetch none for the rake, and she sat 
ao\^m by the wadi and w-ept. Then a voice came by her and said — 
Take yellow^ clay and moss and bind them together and plaster 
ifie sieve m that it will hold.” 

“.g.This she did, o^il the sieve held the wmter for the cake. And 
Ac voice said again — 


j ^^Eeturn, and when thou comest to the north angle of the “ 
JlOtUe, cry aloud three times and say, * The mountain of the 
^l^ian women and the sky o^er it is ail ou lire.’” 

she did so. n * 

the witches inside lieai^ the call, a great and terrible cry"' 
their lips and they rushed forth with wild Ifltoenti- 
shrieks, and fled away to Slieve-namoil, where 

But the Spirit of the ,VVell hade the miatress oi tRe 
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. to enter and prepare her homo aga^t the enchatitmaritstidife 
■ the witches If they returned aghin. * '-kJ;'- 

Aiid first, to break their sjiells, she sprinkled the water* 'm 
'•which she Had ^vashed her child s feet (the feet-water) outsidef 
dooi* on the threshold ; secondly, she took the cake whieli the wntcho^E'-. ' 
had tnade in her abst'iice, of meal ntixed with the blood draVn^t J 
from the sleeping family. And she broke the cake in bita, and'- 
placed a bit in the mouth of each sleeper, and they were restored;' ? 
and she toolc.tiie clotluthey liad woven and ]dace.i it half iu'and^^ 
,half out of the chest with the padlock; aiai lastly, she secured'^ti 
the door with a great cross-beam fastened in the jam])s, soAhat ' < 
they could not enter. And having done these things she waited, y 
Not long were the witches in coming hack, and tliey rageti and '/ 
cnlled for vengeance. .c ^ 

^A)peu ! Open !’' they screamed. ‘ 0 .)pen, feet-water 1 
“1 cannot,” said the feet-water, “ I am scattered on the groupdlN^ 
and my path is down to the Jjoiigh.” . ■*; 

“'Open, open, wood and tree and beam!” they cried to tlie k' 
dom. ^ A 

“ I cannot,” said the door ; “ for the beam is fixed in the jambs .. 
and I have no power to move.” ' i - 

“ Open, open, cake that we lone made and mingled with blood,’' j 
t^hey cried again. 

“ I cannot,” said the cake, “ for I am broken and bruised, and 
my blood is on the li{)s of t]ie sleeping cbildren.” ■ / 

Then the witches rushed thrimgli the air with great cries, and , 
fled back to Slieve-namon, iittericg .strange curses on the Spirit of - ; 
the Welb^wlio liad wished their rum; but the woman and the ^ 
house were h*ft in peace, and a mantle dropped by one 'of 
witches in her flight was kept hung np by the mistress as a sign 
the Biglit s awful contest; and this mantle waS^'in posse^ssion of'y' 
the same family from generation to generation for fiie hundred' ^ 
ye-ars after, 4 . k 


■ THE LEGEND OF BALLYTOWTAS CASTL^.i;;! 

: The' next tale I slmll select is cempnscii in n hpliter and mdft.w 
0., modorn spirit. All the usual (dements of a fairy tale are to bed* 
■ . found in it, bat the story is new to thie nursery folk, and; if 
y . iUnstratvd, would rn^ke a pleasant and novel addition to ' 
A’ rather ■vdorn-oiit legends on which tlie children of magy getjet 
k' tiopft haivie been hitherto subsisting. 

A . ■ ylii old times there lived where Ballyfowtas Castle uow 
' named , It waa in the time when manja 

itfe e^h with the dew of evening, and, Towtas lived 
AN:/.-', .. : ■ ‘ ^ ^ ' 

e- i.;yy.:vy 
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and thus sm)ported himself^ for be waa a poor m’hri/' 
^ t^jftiid'Jifld^othiQg else. ^ ' 

, ' ,On0 day a pedlar came by tljat way with a fair yoiinp daughler. 

' )/. us a niglit's lodging,” he said to Towtas; we-ai^ 

^tu;^,Alid Towtas did so. ' . 

^vNeit morning, Adien they were going 'away, his In^art longed 
the young girl, and he said to the pedlai', Give me -your 
■' "^augliter for my Wife.” • , 

How will you .-support her ” aslved the pedlar. 

Better than you can,” answered Towtas, “ for she can iioyer 

';Wailt/' 

, Then he told him all aboui the manna ; how he went out every 
, tnorning ydien it was lying on the ground w^tli the dew, an<i 
’.gathered it, as his father and forefathers hud done before him, and 
-^..^.iived on it all their lives^ so that he haduiever Liiowm want* nor,^ 
any of his periple. ' 

_ Then the girl .showed she would like .stay with the young 
man, and the pedlar consteitcd, and they weie married^ To wta*} ^ 
the fair young maiden; and tlu^ })e(Jlar left them and went ' 
kia way. ^o years \\ent <ui, and they wi^re very happy and never 
Wanted ; and they had one son, a bright^ handsome youth, and att 
clever as he wa.s comely. d 

time ohl lowtas dusl, and after her husband W03' 
gyj buried, the woman went out to gather the m;uina as she had seen 
‘‘T * bioi do, when the dew lay on tlie ground; hut -jIu* soon grew tired 
t tmd said to herself, “ AVhy should I do this tiling e\ei’y day? 
iW Til just gather now enom-li to do the week and then I can have 

■'ifli'bo she gnithered up great heaps of it greedily, and w'niit her 
fef? sin of greediness lay on here\er- 
^Tiaore; and not a bit of manna fell with the de\v that e\ening,nor 
yf , pver again. And she was p(jor, and faint with hunger, and had to 
5 ut and work in the lields to earn the morsel that kept her and 
son alive; and she ht-ggo'd ]ienee from the people us they \vent 
l^his paid for her sons schooling; so he went on 
l^yvitb. hfa leqrnin':, and no one in the county was like him for '* 
T^^beauty and knowledge. 

day he hetird the people talking of a great lord that lived i 
in Dublin, who had a daughter so iiandsome that her like 
seen; and all the tineVoung gentlemen w^ere dying abotj^'p 
but flhe would take none of them. And^^ie came home to.biiy 
and said, “ I shall go see this great lord’s d^u^htaf^ji 
, the luck will be mine allove all the line young gdntlemeilt-’ 
^|ye her.” . * ‘ ^ 

iS&^ong, poor fool/' fiaid the mother, how can ttV 
t®Kotatlie iichP« •, ■ ' ■ ■ -'SW 
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persisted, If I die on the road,” he saidl '"'idl 
^ “^\yait, then/ she answere^l, “till Sunday, and wlaateV^hl 
^ get 1 11 ,i;ive you lialf of it.” So ?he p-me liim half of 
pence she "p'athered at the chapel door, and hid liira go in th& 
^name of (rod. ■ - ' 

fie liadn t g-one far when lie met a poor man who a.^ktal liim f(s| 
^ trifle fo^‘ Ooda >ake, So lu^ ga\e liim something- out of hi$ 
mother s money and w-ent on. Again, anotlier mot him, and beg^yed 
for a tritie to buy food, for the .sake of <h.td,and he gave him aonle^ 
thing also, and tlum went on ^ 

“Ciive me a tritle for < rod’s .sakon” crim'd a "^oice, and he saw-*a 
tliird poor man before him. 

“ I ]iav(' nothing lett, ’ said Towdas, “ but a few pence ; if I give 
them, I shall liaye nut lung for ftK.td and must di*- of hunger, J3nt 
cumti with me, and wliate\er I (ein huv for tlii^; I •^hall sliare with 
you.’’ And as ilie\ wvre g(a]ig on to tlie mn he told all his story 
to the beggar man, and liow he wantrsl to go to Duhim, but hail 
ncAv no mone} . So the\ enme to ‘the inn. and he (*a]led for a loaf 
and a drink of millv. '' “ hhil tlie L'laf,” he said to the beggar. 
“ You are tlie oldest.” " ^ 

“ 1 won t/’ said the other, for he W'as a^]ianie<l, hut I'owdas 

him. 

And so the hr'ggar cut ilie loaf, hn( tlioiigli they ate, it i 
grew smaller, and i hough they drank tliey hkf'd of the 
never grew less, d hen I’owtas rn^e u]i to pav, hn! svlien thep^’ 
lady came an 1 looloal, “How is thi.s r ” she said. Youp^l^^" 
eaten nothing. I’ll not take your moiie\, poorliov,” hut lie 
her take some: and tliey left the place, and went on 
togetlier. ( 

“Now'/’ said tlm beggar man, “ you liave been tliree time^'* 
t-0 medo-doy,for thrice i have nnU yon, and von gare me lij® 
the sake ot (rod each lime. Sim*, now-, J can lielp aNo,” 
reached a gold ring to tin* handsome youth. “ WdiereP^*^ 
place that ring-, and w-i^h for it, gold will come — brigdit 
that you can iieoer w-ant Avhile vo'u liave it.” ~ goJR^'SQ 

Then Tow'tas imt the ring tiiwt in one ])ockf't and t p"'* 
another, until all his pockets were so hea'\y with gold that 
scarcely w^alk ; hut wlu'U he turned to thank the friend]}-^® 
man, he had disappeared. " hegg^^, 

So, w’oiidering to himself at all his ad\ out iires, he w 
until he came at last in sight of tlie loid’s palace, wh 
^ ' beautiful to see ; hu^ he wT)iild not enter in until he 
,, bought" fine clothes, and mailo himself as grand as any?^^. 

. and then he went holdlv np, anni thev invited him in, 

^ sai4j purely he is a king’s son.’’ And wTeu dinner-hour clP 
lord’s d^aiigb ter linked her arm 'With Towtas. htKl smiled 
drank of the rich wine/ and was mad wdth 
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ilit'fhe|wine orcrc^rDO bin], and the servants liad fo carry hira ^ , 
fea bed| ^d in ^oing* into his room he dropped the ring- from lali 
"ijitiger, QTit knew it not. ^ 

^ ' Now^yin the morning, the lord’s daughter came by/and cast her 
upon the door of his chamber^ and tlieri^ close by it was the 
■rin^ sha had seen him wear. 

Ah ” slie said, i'll tea>e 1dm now about his ring-/j And she 
fput it in hio' boi^ and wished tliat slie weiv as rich as a king’s 
Idaughter, that so the king’s >011 might marry her; and, behold, the 
■box till ikI up with gold, that she cuiiM imt shut it; and she 
put it from her into another box, and tliat tille<i also^ and then 
phe was fnehteiied at tlie ring, and put it at la'-t in her pocltet as 
Jhe safest ])laee. 

I 'But wdien Towtas awolie and mi^sL-d tlie ring, his li^art was 
grieved. 

“ Now, indee'l,’’ he said, “ my luelc i- gone.” 
t And he ingnnNsl of all the stuwant.-^, and then of the lord’s 
jiugliter, and ,')ie laughed, })y which he^niew she had it; but no 
taxing AMUild gtg it from bei-, so when all was useless b(3 W'ent 
Sr^’ay, and >et out again to reaeli his old home. 

And he was \ery mournful and threw himself down: on the 
|jferns near an old fori, waiting till niglit came on, fur he feared to 
go home in the da\ light b'^t the ]>t‘opl(‘ should lattgh at him for 
his folly. And tihi ut dii.-k three cats came out of Iho fort talking 
'{to each other. 

?* How long onr cook is awav,” said one. 

ciiTi liav(' ]ia])]vuiod to him? ” sari another, 1 

y And as they 3sen‘ griirnhling a fnurtli cat came up. 

^ AVhat delayed yon ” they all aslted angrily. * 

by Then he to](l his story — Imw he liad met Towtas and g-i^en }dm 
tbe ring. “ And I pisl went,” he said, to the L-rd's palaw to sie 
the young man heba\ed , and 1 was leaping OM»r the dinne 
table when the lord’s knife struck my tail ami three drops of blooU 
fell'upon his plate, but he muer .^aw it and swallowed them wit t 
bis meat, tSo now he lias tliree kittfuis inside lilin and is dying cf 
agony, and can ne3er be cured until lie drinks throe draughts cf 
water of tlie w'ell of ihilly towtas.” | 

’ So when young Towtas heard the cats talk he sprang up ani 
.5vent and told Ms motlu^r to uive him three bottles full of th i 
t\vater of the Towtas well, and l.^e would go to tli(‘ lord disguised/. 
'«g^i doctor and cure him. ^ 

k" So off he wmit to Itublin. And all the doctors in Ireland WW >' 
rebuild the lord, but none of them could tell xvhat aiied’hun :, 0 fgi 
tO-Cure him. Then Towtaft came in and said^ I will ci^i 1 , 
they gaVe him entertainment and lodging, and wlyeV^ 
ne gave of the well water three oraugHu to 
when out jumped tlie three kittens. And ” 




irejaibrng*, and they treated Towtas like a prit^v 



^ho knows what luck I might have oViid he sat down toj: 
iti a wood, and saw there not far off throe boys lighting under 
'V^^i-k'tree, 

^ Shame on ye to figlit so/’ he said to them. '' What is the fit 

'/■ about r 

' 'Then tliey told him. Our father,” they said, ^M^efore ' 
died, buried uuder this oak-tree a rit^g bv which you g 
be in anyplace in two minutes if you only\vi.sh it; a gob 
that is always full when standing, and empty only when on 
. side; and a jiarp that plays any tune of itself that you name 
^ ■wish for.” ' " ^ , 

1 want to divide the tilings,” .said the youngest boy, ^^aud' 
; u.aall go and seek our fortunes as can.” 

But I have a riglit^B> the wliole,” said the ohh^^t. 

And they went on tight ing, till at length Towta^ said— 

^''1 11 tell you how to settle the matter. All of you be hero i 
morrow, and Til tliink oyer the matter to-night, and I engage j 
, will hayo nothing more to 'piarrol about when you come iu t 
' morning.” 

^ ’ So the lv)vs promi^i^d to kee]) gmod friends till they met in t 
morning', and went iiway. 

When Towta.s saw t hem clear off, he dug up the rinc, the gi!)bl 
and the liarp, and now said he, “I’m all right, and they wO] 
b^ve anything to fight about in the morning.” t 

y/ Off he set back ftgain to the lord’.s castle with the ring>t 
gobletj^^and the harp ; but he soon bethought himself of 
powers of the ring, and in two minutes he was in the great h 
where all the lords and ladies were just sitting down to dinn^ 
figid the harp played the sweetest music, and they ^11 listened, 
delighff ; and he drank out of the goblet which was never empi 
yjond then, wlien his head began to grow a little light, ** It 
etiough,” he said ; and putting his arm round the waist of t 
^lord’s daughter, he took his harp and goblet in the other b&i] 
t^^md murmuring — “ I wish we were at the old fort by the sidp, 
,',thpwood” — in two minutes they were both at the desired ftp 
his liead -wms heavy with ihe wane, and he laid’ down t 
beside him and fell asleep. And when she saw hifxtfit^ 
.yitoe took the ring off Ids finger, and the harp and the goblet, £|c 
'^'■^l^gTCUUid and was back home in her father’s cufltle befoi^ 
iiibai;0s, bad passed by. . . . y * ,v 

Toydae awote and found his prize goh% I 
l^ide^die was lijce t?da and.roftiii^^^bpXt;^|i' 










, mu? buugry' ftnd' t!m^^ 
pt'.no soouet had he 

,m' his^^forehead, and grew larger 2nd ioi[^T*'»tni h^lcp^^Pl 
dike a’ goat, and all he could do, t-liej would not 
5v, indeed^ was 'driven out of his miud^ and thohgM'® 
|he neighbours would laiigh at him ; and as he raged' ahjj^® 
|tli shame, he spied another tree with apples, still brighteP/lfeil 
^ddwold. ^ '/'‘-ck'S 

^ ^’‘^tist have one of thds^/^ 
^'^idpEnd seizing one, he had no sooner tasted it than the hprns'l;"^ 
oPf, ind^'^he felt that he was looking stronger and iMdsomerVv^ 
:hvet. ‘ 

I have her at last,” lie exclaimed. ^^I'll pift 
jlh alluand will never take them off until thev givg her to the'!® 
||^ hay bride before the whole Court.” ' * ' . .vdfe 

l^h^Vil'l^’^ut further delay be set off to the lord s palace, Carrym^AjJ^i 

I ^jJ^hhim as many of the apples ^ he could bring off the two treea,/^^ 
Swid when they saw the beauty of the fruit ^bey longed for it; andl);^ 
i to them all, so that at last there was not a hefn^ to be 56611?! 

: horns in the whole dining-hall. Then thev dried out 

to have the horns taken off, but Towtas said— , " ' :0!i 

I there thev shall bo till I have the lord’s daughter 

Dr my bride, and my two rings, my goblet, mv hftr# 

ired to me.” ' ‘ ^ 

this was done before the face of all the lords and ladies 

treAsures w^re restored to him; and the lord idaced 

jr ^3 hand in the hand of Towtas, saying— ^ 

h her ; she is your wife ; only fpee me from the htrns.” 

Towta.8 brought forth the golden apples; and they all ato.C ■ 
horns fell off ; and he took his bride and his treasury and- 
thenl off home, w^here he built the. Castle of Ballytowt^i^ 

>lac0 where stood his father’s huf, and enclosed the 
he w'al]^, .'Vnd when he had filled his treasure-room witli 
that no man could count his riches, he buried bfe fairy 
B deep in the ground, where no man kne< and m 
vet been able. to find them until this day, 
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> v-V.A- TOung^ faring, pamed Connor^ once missed, tVo, 
v,^^^fH>iii'lii« i^erd, and no tale or tidings could be beard of 

Vbere. ^3 be thought be would set out on a search throkgj] 
■ tlie country ; and lie took a stout blackthorn stick in his haivl^ 

^ went his way. All dav he travellid miles and miles, but ntajfi 
sign of tbe cattle. And tbe evening began to grow very d 
: and he was wearitA and hungry, and no place near to rest ia; 

he was in tlie mld^t of a hloak, <h\'^ohite lu'alh, with nev^ 
habitation at all in sight, except a long, ]oav, rude shi«dingi 
the*den of a robber or a Avild beast. Jhit a gleam of light oi 
from a chink between the boanls, and t'oiuior took lieart and 
Up and kpocked at the door. It was opmed at once by a ' 
thin, €'• ey-haired old man, with koen, daik est-s. 

'^^Come 111 ^ he said, “ you are w elcomio Wh- ha\e been wai' 
for you. This is my wife,'’ and lie bnjnght him over to 
hearth, where was Roited an old, thin, grey woman, with 1< 
sharp teeth and terrible glittering eyes. 

‘‘ You are welconits” she said. “ We have been waiUugf 
you— it is time for supper. Sit down and eat with u^.” 

Now Connor was a brave fellow, hut he was a little doze* 
hrot at the sight of this strange creature. However, as be hab 
artout stick with him, he thought he could make a tight for big 
any way, and, meantime, he would re.st and eat, for he was 1 
hungry and wear\', and il was now black' night, and ho wi 
never tin<l his way home even if he tried. So he sat down by 
hearth, yhilc* the old grey woman stirred the pot dn the 
But Connor felt that she was watching liim all the time with 
liefen, sharp eyes, . ^ 

Then a knock came to tlie door. And the old man rose 

\ open^ it. ^\T]en in walked a slender, young black wolf, ' 
immediately went straight across tbe floor to an inner room,d 
which in a few moments came forth a dark, slender, hands 
^ youth, who took his place iit the table and looked .hard at Coi 
■ with his glittering eyes. 

‘‘ You are welcome,'' be said, we liave waited for you.” • 

. Before Connor could answer another knock w'Os heard, an 
V, came a st^cond wolf, who pa.s.scd on to the inner room lik^ thQ i 

£ aiA soon after, another dark, handsome youth (“nme opt 

down to supper with them, glaring at Connor w^th hisTteehd 
A hut said no word, , 

ei,CA , These are our sons,’’ said the old man, telhthem 

.want, and what brought vou here amongst us, for weT^W^ 
atld don’t *care to have spies and strangers coming to oul* pfe 
.llieii Connor told his story, Row he had lost liia^twd f 
searched all day and found no trace^f.th^ 
T^^hVna^ ^Lthe place he was itmnpr. 
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■AmbiP s^ivur. ‘ 

|'i^‘>'J(rauld thank'tliem, and mokoUU.lStisrif hl^ 

i€.y all laiig'lied and looked nt each other, atid theol^j' 
ilnore fn^^htful than e\er when she showed her lonir, 
^h. "■ ^ 

bfe, Cotmor (rrew imfrry, for he wus liot tt'mpered ; and Jifl, 
ytiek hiinly in his hand ana stood up, and 
fhc^ open the door f(dr liiin : for he t^’oiild po his wav, since 
gi\e no lieed and oTd\ mocked ]jim. 

|V^en l^e eldest of the youn^ iium stood up. Wait,” he said 
fierce and hmI, hut wr nt‘\er f')rtTet a kindness. Do von ' 
l^ember, one dav (lown jn tlie den jou'foimd a pi^or little wolf 
■W'd'eat a^oiiy and like to die, heeause a sharp thorn had pierced 
tosideP_-<rA.nd you genilv evtracted the thorn and gave him th 
^^k’, and went your way lea\ inef him in* peace and rest ? ” < 

well do 1 remeinber it,” said Connor, and bow’ the poor ’ 
pfle beast licked my liaiid in pratitude,” 

SM' Well, ’’said the yoiinjir iiimi, “ I am llint*wolf, and I sb'all help 
^ ^ can, but slay witli us^to-iiipbt and have no fear.” ^ 

n « iW *"0^'’"'*' “P”"' sum)rr and feasterl merrily-, and then 
IWreJf last asleep, and Connor knew nothing more till he awokb 
igdhe morning and found himself by a large bkv-riek in bis own- 

surely,” thought lie, "ihe adventure of last night was ’ 
Si^Ull a dream, and 1 ^hall certainly find mv cows when I fro - 
to*e-! for that excellent, good young wolf promised his help, and 
certain be would not deceive me.” 

J®". ’’0"’® '“’J ■o<-’ked over the vard and the 

Mya vid the held, there was no sign nor sight of the'cow's. So 
^W'very sad and di>pirite(l. But just then lie espied in the 
^yWose by three of the most beautiful strange cowa^he bad ‘ 
'm eet eyes on.^ •' The.ee must have strayed in,” he said, “ from 
Jlfte-neighljours ground;’ and lie took his big stick to drive 
^fu outpf the gate off the field, lint when he reached the gator 
fM'fitood a young biflck wolf watching; and when the cows' ■ 
.M- to puss out at the gate he bit at them, and drove them back. 
^Coo^r knew that hm friend the wolf had kept liis word. 

COWS^O quietly back to the field ; and there theV ii' 
in»in^ and grijW' to be the finest in the wdiole eountrv, and -I 
oe^ndantB are liourisbin/^ to this day, and Cbmior'grew'’ 4 
AcrvAj.^ . ^ nevor lost, but brings good 

r for evermore, f^s the old proverb says : , * , SI 



Blessings are won, 

, Uy a good deed d^ae/^. 
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hi^ght to irefut^^ , 

ijti^ tb tie Motidly m)M$;nor tii^ firtr:%S 
'l^fSioily, though ho mourned rflhch whenever 4 i 
t waa brought into the town for the aake of the re 
M, excellent, friend might be the victim. At that^im 
,^9Jve8 ift IreWd had increased to such an extent; 
desolation of the country by constant wars, that a 
offered and a high price paid for eVery wolf’s skin broU^f’^ 
’ibo Ctmrt of the jtisticiary ; and this was in the time of, ^ 
:EUial>eth, when tlie English troops made ceaseless war 
'^ibe Irish people, and there were more wolves in Ireland th^OT 
<»ud the dead Jay unburied in hundreds on the highways^ 

^^ere no hands left to dig them graves. 
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;rHE EVIL EYE. 

jThiiek is nothing more dioaded by the people, nor confl^ 
y ’^v'viiiiore deadly in its effects, than the Evil Eye,, 

V \ It may strike at*any moment unless the greatest^ precautlcw^ 
ttk^, and even then there is no true help posable unle® 

■'ji’ - doctor is at once summoned to pronounce the mystic (mari 4 '^ 
-can alone di^stToy the evil a^.fatal influence. ' 

There are several modes in whioji the Evil Eye can ac^'® 
;^' ^''4iraCh more deadly than others. If certain pewons are tmi 
:^i2 vffygt thing in the' morning, you will be unlucky ^9** 

in all you do. If the evil-eyed comes in to 
'-Iwka^fixedly ou any tiling, on cattle or on a child* there w 
ft fatahty which Cannot be evaded except hyii 
ertl-eyed mutters 

^ ‘ ' : child, that child will assuredly die. for the 

evil, and no charm ha% power tp resist it 
Bometimes the procet^p Of bewitdibsig is effe^ 

Sjedly at the object, through nine fingers ; eepeaally %th^ 
it»I & the victim b seated by the fi*re in Ihe evemi^^^ 

full Therefore, ta avoid being sospICted 

vjl Eye, it is ncce-ssary at once, when lookin^M 
' fed bleas it.” And w'hen passing a ,|anpyaid 
loBected for milking, to say, The blessing ot Qm 
your labours.” If thir form is 
:W^appreheti^jod/a]jd the jeopfe 
^4kraE A 
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Iio Icnbw/* slie said to her husband, ^ )f\xt 
help ui/’ So they Mke^i lier to ciome in 
^ alie lofjhed at the ^hild she said God blear it,” 

> Itod ^at tliree timea at if, and then sat down. 

what will you give rae,^ she said, if I tell 
^ >!bdbe child ? ” 

n j cross your fiand with silver,*’ said the me 

much as you want, only speak,” and she laid tlie mon 
womans liand. ‘^Now tt‘ll me the truth, for the sake a 
v\ name of Mary, and the goori Angels.” 

'/bo , ’ 'Well,” said (he st ranger, “ the fairies have had your c 
two days in the hills, and tlds is a changeling tliey hare 

j dace. But so many blessifegs were' said on your child 
niries can do it no hifVm. For there was only'om 
wanting, and only one per.son ga^e tlie Kvil Fauu Now 
watch for this woman, carry her into the house and se 
V off a piece of her cloak, llien burn tlm pie^e close to 
y -till the smoke as it makes him snet‘zc ; and when' thj 
■ ^ the spell is broken, and your own child will come ba 
' 'safe and sound, in place of the chatigeling,” 

^piien the stranger rose up and w^ent her way. 

^ , All tliat evening the mother wat<"htsl for the old worn 
, laat she spied her on the road. 

^ ^ Oome in,” she cried, ‘‘ come in, good woman, and rei 

;-dakrs are hot on the griddle, and supper is ready.” 
h So the woman came in, but never said God bless yo 
man or mortal, only scowled at the child, who cr 
7^^h*wiover. 

^ Now the mother had told her eldest girl to cut off a 
bid woman’s cloak, secretlv, when slie sat down to eat.j 
^ girl did as she was desirfHl, and handed the piece to b| 
"L; ’'unknown to any one. But, to their surprise, this 
done than the woman rose up and went out without 
^ ^ord ; and they saw her no more. 'r- ' 

Irhen the fatlier carried the child outside, and hume 
cloth before the door, and held the boy over the 
three times violently : after which he 
fbc mother, who laid him in his bed, where he sle 
a smile on hfe face, and cried no more wifti th^ 
w\jen he woke up the mother knew that sb- 
r darKng child back from flie fairies, and np 
“ to him any more. 
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tjht Icirid, floiJ ^bieh naturall/^^it^'^^ 
admiration, ia pocnliarlv liable to tba faial ’bikW'^ 
iiwa thegltfawie of ^he Evil tye. It ia therefor^ 
ife habit amongst the peasantry neve^ to praise anvfhiritf'wtth-^ 
“God bless it;” for were this fojrmuW^ 
ooDspquences would befall the object pm^e<J,r m 
superstition must be of great antiquity in Irolajid>'forh1 
giant and hero* is spoken of in am ancient % 
jnu^ipt as able to petrify his enemies by a "glance; and how ho ’ 
f possessed of the now'r is thus narrated : — ’ ' , ^ 

as the Druias were busy at their incantations^ wHilo ^5' ! 
^Wng a magical spell or chann, young Baler passed by, ai;Kjl i' 
smtiQui to see tlieir work, looked in afran open window, that 

the Druids happened to raise the lid of the caJdron, apd . i 
Mfl^a]f)Our, escaping, passed under one of Balor’s eyes, carrying t 
all the venom of the incantation. This caused his brow' .1 
T< 3 w to such a size that it requlre<i four men to raise it when-\-^e^ 
he Wanted to exert the power of his venomed glance over his l,-’^ 
. pies. He was slain at la^t in single e<jin hat, according to the V 
^Cient legend, at the great hat tie of Magh-Tura" (the plain of the ^ ^ 
^ers), fought between the Fir]x)lgs and the Tuatha-de-DananM ^ 
m the possession of Ireland several centuries before the Chriatian ,, - 
^ Dalor’s brow could be lifted so that he could 

^sfix his enemy and strike him dead with tjie terrible power 
to glance, bis adversary flung a stone with such violence that iW : a 
pfeb right through t^e E\il Eye, and pierced the skull, the k-? 
magician f' j rise no more. ' ' 

interesting/ oimt of this battle, with a remarkable con*'" ^ 
dion of the V/ends respecting it still current id the district,’ 

K’ ^^illiam Wilde, in his work, *'Lough Corrib; iU) 'i- 

jjpre^afcd Islands,” In the ancient manuscript, it is 
pjp young hero having lieen slain while bravely defetdiiig biS 
6^,th8 Firbolg array erected a mound oyer him, eadTmhti ‘ 
f a stone, and tlie monument was henceforth known as tW 

(the cairn of tJie one man). Having examin^Sl 
^ transcript of this manitscript indiis hand, SW,*| 
am nxedron the particular mound, amongst the many atohiai 
mp^tt^red over the plpn, which seemed to acre# best wit li 
"had it opened carefully under. -his 

s^flagv^ne was flrek discovered, laid, -horixontally 1 
jenpi^dt; <joveriDg^ a pidfeU square chamber 

•n wjHch wa^ Hfn of baked clay, cracefttl m 

PlKr'ft^in rMii trill I— x 




oontainiDfi'inoMwratedjliito 
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easanly an' evil power like tke Efa 
■markable degree by learned ornd wige bS 
'0 that they could make theniBelves lovEd 
glance -i. hour thf*^ '-‘“'P'.V 'jy tho influence oE.liti 




^ V ‘ cnaiMctenze warai and DassiorkttS 


^‘■'' '“'f ^’■yr’ I"'’ oyos earneetlv on lier face for aonin 

V - f 'c ' l”«t opposite, Thert'hk 

'■ ■ ^usVaT if In r™-"'®, a tree, and facing' tli'k 

; ' ,^ent hia way witli:.;'"'; tun^L 

f a aream, and followed Inin ZhTlT,,:! ‘ p! d'Z ill^arn# 
^''^nt jrrew alarmed, and culled to her tuthor who ran 0% 

■ S?the wfcl. f -r'’"" ^'■'"•ever, looked round/ aW 

5 ^ing the \\ hole family jn pursuit, quickened his 'unz-A 

gknclhg fixedly at the 'girl for a nirii' u Lm dfatelV S 
;y sprang towards him, and they were both idmost^ut of LhK 
when one of the maids e.spied a piece of papeTttl lo a bSi 
''‘r rce-ted. }"rom curiosity she to?)k^ 

VLithTer’ “h* '? “'’“/“UI'O knot was untied, the fartS 
• suddenly stopped, hecame quite still, and wheu uSi 

•"""" '■“ '” “ k” '-I >• •!.. i.!| 

oh'v tkat she felt hefself drawt bv’&iS 
/a -pU^kle force to follow the young atraiiger wherever he murliffl 
Imw followed him through the.worl^ 
j ^ -®‘^- kouiid up in his ; &a had no will' 

“othmg.elsebut his presence, Siidaaffl 
speU-was broken, und then shr heard; 



blood, and iivtlii«,o^ef-;^ ^ 

Sator. . 

■1^' lenet. ' 

4 . ^Pera. 0{ 

I ■ Ivotas. . 

P^j^3ettere are so arranged that read in aoy 'way, right to leftji; 
Kt tonight, up or down, the same words are producedy aSd whi^p-' 
blood with a pen made of an eagle s feather, they fo!ritr 
Sr|rfiani] which no woman (it is said) can resist ; ,but the incredn^ 
^Telider can easily test the truth of this assertion for 

'1^0 ‘ ' ' vif- 

. ~ .’i" 

;'^h^ popular stories are proTokiiigly incomplete, and one' 
m help regfettin^ that the romance of The Poet an4 tE*;-; 
Etprmer’§ X)aughter ’ was not brought to a happy termination; but-' 
he Irish tales are in gmieral rather incoln.cenf, more like remelU-^ 
^h*ed fragments of aiieieiit stories than a complete^ well-orglnizei! 
uramatic composition, witli lights well placed, and a strikiog^i 
^taStffophe. The opening is usually attractive, with the excitipg^' 
Ormula, ^ Onceyipou a time, from which one always expects 
inch ; and there is sure to be an old woman, weii and 

-Capable of the most demoniacal actions, and a mysterlou^ 
IftU.who promises to b# the unredeemed evil spirit of the tal^^ 
^fciath^.end they both turn out childishly harmless, and 

seldom go beyopd stifling their neighbours’ butter, 
a pretty girl, which sius mere mortals M’ould be quiSo;^ 
do, even without the aid of ^'rhe gods of the earth'’ nn^t^ 
^ir renowned leader, Finvarra, the King of the Fairieaii The'’^ 
wOWmg tale, however, of a case of abduction by fairy poAVCr^i^X' 
^ constructed. The hero of tUq. narrative ha^ our sympathW^i 
^interest, and it ends happily, which ii consideredf a great 

^ ^ cannbil 

p ^ epilogue, the hearty and ontApokehv^ThflUkjpod.>^ 


; THE STOLEN BRIDE. 

there wa/a fine young felW 


m 






















jey Vrere goinij’ ti) liiin down a sVond time,.%li(jK,W"’ 
mail pleaded for him, and carried hmi off with a stroma ^ 


•«afe to shoi 


f iid he, “ ymt are aafe, hut mind, the spirits are wal&i-i' 

f ou, ^nd if ever a^ain _vo|* beat your poor good wife, and knociiV 
lit tf^ tilings at home just to torment iier out of her life voii '' 
rtU die flpon that rock as sure as fate,” And he vanished. ti 
Jso fropi that tune forth tlie man was us meek tvs a mouse, for heC 
^ afraid; and whenever he t^eut by the rock in his boat h«t 

rriiyer for his wife witiA' 
the evil, and they bolh^ 

?»d.O,getlier happily eter after to a great old ago. 

I-***" '' (,'■'■'‘‘'‘1. aad the threat’ . 

“ '“’•'•“I’k spirit of iiidignatioil on the' ' 
^Qf the fairy race uguin.st the tyraunv of man over the weaker ' 


THE PRIEST’S SOUL. .. , ' 

i purpose Ls not often to he detected in the Iiish legends t’' 

tftAhe following tale comhines an inner meaning with the inci- ■ 
ntsm a profound and remaflcahl,. manner. The idea that under- 
ia the story ts very .subtle and (rngic; Calderon or Goethe mig^:. ' 
^efoandtd a drama on it; anrl llrowniug’s genius would find ^ ' 
^ sub.iect in this contrast between the pride of the audacious,' 
Relying sceptic in the hour of lii,s triumph and the moral agouv ' 
at precedes his pumsbmeiit and death. * “ 

former days there were great schools in Ireland where eterr ■' 
learning wa:s taught to the people, and even the poore-^V^' 
knowledge at that time than many a gentleman hasnowc - 

I ’ learning was above all, so tliat the^ 
he whole w^orld, and many kings from.V-i 
heir sons all the way to Ireland to be' ^ 
)ols. ' 

as a little boy learning at one of them 
' one for hi* cleyerness, Ilis parents' ' 
, and of course very poor; but 
as, no king^ or lord’s son could 
n the masters -^ere put to shame, 
och him he woifld tell them eomethih^ 
ind sbo’^ them their i^noyapee 
p^rgument) and he would go oiii^OT 







,-^ 4/^ jWed Hell ^Iso/’ answered' tlie nrieif^ 

ine there either/^ .' ,v,‘ 

■el wae a^ittle puzzled.'^ ' \ 

said he^ ^M’ll fell you what I can do for you, Yii]S^ 
lire now on earth^ior a hundred years enjoying 
and then bo cast into Hell fur ever ; or you may die'iW^^ 
[pur houfs^n theinoyf horrible torments, and pass 
w j!y> there to remain nil the Day of Judgment^ if 
^jld(| soine one person that helie\es, and through bis 
^ will ho vouchsafed to you and your soul will bo saved.^J^i-^^ 
&gj)riest did not tak^ five minutes to .make up his mind^ ^ 
^;w>llhaye death in tlie twenty-four hours/' he said. acv,tba^?S 
'^ul may be saved at last.” 

this the ang6l gave him directions as to wbat he was to dci^ 
d^fthim. ' ' 

fen, immediately, the priest entered tlie large yoom 
.scholars and the kings' sons were seated, and called 010; 

^ 

rxpw, toll me the truth, and lot none fear to coutradlcit 
1 ^ ^'hat is your belief. Ha^e men souls F ” : 

.Master,' they answered, ‘‘ once we believed Hurt men had 604jsMla 
^hanks to your teaching, we believe so no longer. There 
Ball, and no Heaven, and no God. This is our belief, for. 
l.-you taught us.” 

hen the priest ^ew pale with fear and cried out— List^l ‘ 
wyiou a lie. There i$'a God, man haso-n immortal 
ferfenow all I denied before.” ^ ^ 

^^tb^ehouts of laiigfc;er that ros0\ip drowned the pfieai’a^^ 
they thought he was only trying them for argutnen,t.v'/v^’^ 
it, master/' they cried, “ prove it. ^^^ho has ever 
>Yjfio has ever seen the soul r"' . , . 

tfe room was stirred with their laughter. 
p>.r priest stood up t^i answer them, but no wmrd could 

^lou^cuce, all his powers of argument had gonujfrb'ii® 
could do nothing but wring his hands and cry' outcvV' 
is a Gcxff there is a God I Ix)rd have mercy .On lU ^ 

^P^ey all, began to mocS?^hImfend repeat. Ms. own bwb 
pM^ta^ight them— — - - ^ ^ 

us your God ” ^ / ;■ ; > ' 

1 tuem -fSTofeiue . with fdr ; 









'flisiiM sWj -and a Hearen and a JTell, and' that nutB’' 
io#» soul, destine<l for eteruaf^i^ppiness or misecys” ’ 
pray,^ said the diHd, “ to biive oourage to "do tl^ls ^ork,-^ 
kneeled down and praytHl. Then when he rose up he. 


th€^eDknTfe and struck it intd) the priest’s heart, and struck 


d strife’ k again till all the tie'.h.wa.s la'^erated; but still tilie 
li^ed though the agony was horrible, for he could not die 
th^ twenty-four hours had espired. At last the agony.' 
feifned, ^ cease, and tlie stillness of death settled on his face., 
(ife the child, who wa.s watching, saw a beautiful liyinff,* 
ihp;tur6) \vitli four snow wliite wings, mount from the dead 
bedy into the air and go fluttering round his head. 

Tan to bring the schrdur.N ; and when they saw it they all 
Stlbw' it was the soul of their mast(*r, and tliey watched with 
^Oflder and awe until it pa^^ed fiom sight into the clouds. 

And this was the first butterfly tlnil was e\er seen in Ireland; 
.add now all men know that tlie butterflies are the souls of the 
dead waiting for thcTnoment wlien tliey ipay enter Purgatory, 
pass through torture to puriflcation and peace. 

^'But the schoMls of IrelaSid were quite deserted after tliat time,, 
people said, AVhat is the mse of going so far ^ learn w|(fen the 
IjKlSest man in all Ireland did lufl know if he had a soul till he waa 
^^r.Josing it; and was only savod at last through the simpl^e 
of a little clnld ? ^ 

allusion in lliis clever tale to the ancient Trisli schools is 
^^fion historical fact. Ikum the seventh to the tenth century 
^t^ladd was the centre of learning-. Tlie great Alfred of England 
a. student at one of the famous Irish seminaries, along with, 
^j^er^'oyal and noble youths, and there formed a life-long fitend- 
^ip with tlm leanieli Adamnanl who often afterwards w^aa a 
^robjorne giiest at tlie Court of King Alfred. Other eminent 
are known tA history a.s the teachers and evangelizers, 
Alcuin, the Irish monk, became the friend and secre- 
1^ Charlemagne, and founded, at Aix-la-Ohapelle, the first 
School in tlie imfierial dominions. And the celebrated- 
rarahjis and Albinas, two Iri.shmen of distingpisbed ability and 
aided thetmp^ror not only in educating the people, but 
a school forAhe nobles wdtliin his own palace. ^ 




|KE FAIRY RACE. 

■ j, ,V ' " , ' -1^ 



there, Ijl^ijLg before man 

gods of the earth. Others fell into the sea. 
TOwthemseives heauUful fairy palaces of crystal and pear^ra 
the waves; but on moonlight nights they often com^ 
^^and, riding their white horses, and they hold revels wi^i t 
kindred of the earth, wdio live in the\'lefts of the hillffi 
together on the greensAvard under the ancieutfi 
drink nectar from the cups of the flowers, w^hich ig the f 


^Iber fairies, how'ever, are demoniacal, and given, to evit 
|;toHciou8 deeds ; for when cast out of heaven they fell into 1 

^^^rth as he wills upon missions of evil to tempt the souls of 3 
d:;Jownward by the false glitter of sin and pleasure. Th^e m 
^aweli under the earth and impart their knowledge only to ceri 
per^ns chosen of the devil, who gives^'them power b'o ji5 
^‘•^^t^totioos, and brew love potions, and t( 7 * work wicked sp^ 
tlw can assume different forms b|feheir^nowledge ohd 
h^)f ^<!ertthi magica^ herbs. i 

E^i; The wutch woDflien wflio have been taught by them, and'h 
^tl^s Income tools of the l^vil One, ftre the terror of the hi*i 
i tkey have all the power of the fairies and allltt 
j devil, wflio reveals to them secrets of times 

.Jjind secrets of herbs, and secrets of evil spells; and hy the pi» 
‘magic they can effect all their purposes, w'hefher for d 
^6v ill. % nf 

5Jf\/The fairies of the earth are small and beautiful, 'fhev pa^ 
VflJ^lyJove music and dancing, and live luxuriouslv in their 
^Mer the lulls and in the deep mountain caves: ^ud thSF?! 
^^Obtain all things lovely for their fairy diomes,'' mereiy'b^.'-^ 
^ttength of their mlagic power. They canialsu a.^sume 
^d'Will never know' death until tlie iast day comes, 
is to vanish away — to be annihilated for ever. 
^^^rery jealous of the hum'an race.w'hotare so tall and 

whom has-been promised immortally. An<l they are^i 
pted by the beauty of a mortal w'oman ahd greatly; 
t^b^r ns a w'ife. , ^ ^ V ^ ^ 

t^.ehildren of such marriages have a strange 
^^^rally, become famous ip 'music and song,, 
and not. wy lo 
spirit 





|^'^fy^^1[)Sirld<i^ti for tfiSnins ftTi(f morttbs^' and^ 
tiie fomi they Breughf ^Im, lie liev^ grev?- 
and on Sundays when they went to mals,’ they wfc<i 
i'hf ait4 left him alone in the place witli plenty of food.' 

™ete wa^ a Bne field close hy, and one Sunday, coming honio>fj^ 
paaSs earlier #iian iisnaB saw a great compan^ of peopterho%3^^ 
in the field, and the sick man amongst them, hut at fifitto 
^^oment he vanished away; and wlum tlie family reached hord&y^ 
yjthere was tlie sick man lying fast ush^'p lu his bed.' 
y np,” they said, for we have seen you bowling with tfij- 

/fairies, and y<iu sha’n’t eat or drink any mm'e at our e.\:^hse.”. /p 
.. J3ut he refused, and said ho was too ill to move. Then they 
bmade down a large fire of turf and said, “ (act up, or we'll lay you 
, %n the fire and break the fairy snell.” And they took hold of hufti 
-'■to' burn him. Then lie ms friLrlit-tmed, and rasp up and went out' 
^'at the .door, and they watclmd him till In^ stopped in the field, 
where the hurlers played, and lav down there m tlie grass; but 
Avheii they went up to him he was dead, 7' 

A man going to his, work one morning early saw two woraepi 
p;oing up to a house, and one sari, There is a beautiful boy 
this house, go in and hand it out to nre^nd wo‘11 leave the de. 

\ child in its place. And the otleu’ went in at tlie window as she;, 
told, and handed out a sleeping cliiM, and took tlie dead childi 
.and laid it in the bed wifhiii. Now tlir' man saw it was faity 
work, .and he went over and made the sign of the cross on th^ 
^ sleeping child, whereupon the two woncm ''lirieked as if they had^ 
,'^been struck/ and tied awav, dropping tlie child on the grass. Theii 
he man took it up gently, and ])ut it under his coat, and wenjt)^ 
/a^ay to his wife. 

j;‘ he said, take care of tliis child till I gome Ixick^ atti' 

“g'liurn a**turf beside the cradle to keep <,df the fairies.” . , 

AVhen he passed by the house again, where h^ had seen 
"Two women, fie heard a great crying and lamentation; and 
reentered in and asked what ailed them. 7A 

g; ^GSee here,'’ said tlie mother, “ m v child is dead in itgvnfiJi^ 
Mtdicd in ihe night', and no one near.” And she wept bitterija^ 
Be comforted,” said the man ; this is a fairy changeling, 

IS safe ! ” and he tohl her the story. Now,” he sai^/d;!^ 
don’t believe me, just lay this dead child ou/the fire, 
will happen.” . ^ 

made down a good fire, and took the dead child ift- 
"^'^^igand laid it on the hot turf, saying, Rum, Bum ' ^ 
but if of God and, the Saints^ be 
”7'AR(J'^lm child no eoom^^fejt tlie' five than it 







breathed thl^re 

F^^j|.-a}ja' went softTy -and took the bffldk ftom'itl*‘‘i|S^^M 
W|fei^'fo flinj^ It over his head ; but he started up; 

threw it over the woman, who was immediately^ 
spanking <^rey mare. And he led her ott and jump^^ 
|g>^k and rode away as fast as the wind till he camedi^ 

iRo, smith, he cried^ ‘^^rise up and shoe my mare, for slr^« 
i^ftei:y'after the journey.” ' 'S 

:,^;AD(i th^mith got up and did his work fis he was bi^weli.-'^ 

f roqg.. Then the young man mountedmgein, and rode 
e w^ind to the house of the Witch; and there he took 
foidle,‘^and she immediately regained her own form, and 
Sown in a deep slefep. ^ fp 

■ But as the shoes Wd been put On at tlie forge without 
the proper forpi of words, they remained on her hands and 
Jp power on earth could remove them. , 

JC'Soj^he never rase from her bed again, and died not long 
^grief and shame. ^ And, not one in the whole country w<t™ 
S31p^ the coffin of the Lady Witch to the grave; and the Vill 
burned with hre, and of^all-her rich^ uothi^ was left 
hlSbdful^of ashes, and this was flung the doff points 
^Ahe four winds of heaven; so the enchantment was bthijM 
tod the power of the Evil One ended* 


ETHNA THE BRIDE. 

liiCK- fairies, as wo know, are greatly attracted by the beaut-M 
j^Qftal women, and Einvarra the king *emplo\s lus 
^rit^s to find out and carry off wJien possibleAlie prettiesii^i^^B 
todtbride^ in the country. These are^ spirited. away by 
tot" to his fairy palace at Knockma iivTuam where they^^ 
-a fairy* spell, forgetting all, ^bout the earthly 
to‘pas'^lv 0 enjoyment, as in a sweet dream, by th© 
the f^iry musicy which has the power to lull ^ 
france olecstasy. 

^was oi^e a lord in that part of the cornitw'i^^ 

M wif$ caJJ^-Ethua, the loveliest bride 

proud. of Ahaf ’<lay,af ' ' 

Vb^;h^Ur .tHl ' 

daiilSji'ikiCnd ci^hiiip* It! 





Q M, aud be was powerful over earth "" 


3 sea. 


^£'OnVith tbfe wnrkfa^^^^^^ the ii? 

:>:i|ilto the centre of the hi] ^n, i «i 

iietVftvs with the dme rknlt f f "" 

|ii.iglit and the liill looked thksn,„'e a“\ '7/'" ',"'"'7 

'^.neiU'er to the fairy palufe, " ' ''‘p’ were 

1 Voui]^ lord w ;^9 i^n v ^ f 

%ddenly he heard a ;oioe ea Sm HI ' T ""7 
V.tie woials It eaid were thked “ air,irf^ 

and your wo,^ 

c<amea*-l'f7kirrthk7m ^ '7 

'as,"''‘ '■ “:*' "'""■ " '"■” "« "-Ko 

wen'eriko 1 l,h«X tliVXrXrir''^Tl 1’"" rioklmo^tkll 

aliflJl IllBae ” ^'‘'* “r '!"■ lii ile/OaU aiiotliei; ■' anif^ 

‘SS. SIS. “s "“ “'X X ii ' "" 

the^yn went down. Ad dt sun4tfh?i^^ 

W ,^itea; ahd |U 9 t |^:tlie re^ 






‘AStlti, x\nd there they laid Et&n^% i^y B^id 
r eyes ftnd spake no word, Bo day af W 
G never spake or smiled^ but seemed tike 

^v f(‘ll upon every one, for they feare<i slie hatf^ 
■GO<i, and that the eiichantnieur would Ile^er 
^el}| So her husband wa> veiy niiseruhle. But one evening 
Was ridi]]g home late, he lieard \oie*es in the air^ and one oF^'/d 
®itasaid~ 

f} ^ sinee the young lord brought 

febeabtiful wife from hiiuurra; hut what good is she to him ? 

and like on** (lead ; for her spirit is with' thb'^'^h^ 
ariea though her form i.- tluua' beside him.” ^ 

Then anijtlier voice answered — , 

^nd so she will nmiaiii unless the spoil is broken. He miu^' - 
aldose the girdle fis.un her waist that is fastened with an en-i' - ; 
iflmted pin, and burn the girdh‘ witli jiro, and throw the ast|^" 
jfofe the (ioor^ and bury the eiioliunt*‘S ]?in m the earth; theUf-j^' 
til her spirit come baijk from Fair\-Iand, and slie will once inort*^' h 
teak and have true life.’’ * • . 

^bis He young lord at oiict^ set spurs to his liorse^ audHb.^ 
i reaching" the wstle hastent'd to the rueii^ where Btiina lay 
iT (Stuch silent and beautiful like a waxeti tigure. Tlieii^ beiftg.V^^’ 
^terniined to test the truth of the spiiit \eiees, he untie(J 
^Je, and afior inueh (lilTiculty extracted the enchanted pin 
Enfolds* But still liithiiu spoke no word ; ihen he took t fie gird 
iu bunieti tt with lire, ami streweil tlu* ashes before the 
td. he buried the enchanted pin in a deep bole in the earth, 
fpy thorn, that no hand might di,.tiirb the spiDt, After "wd-iicbjAl^ 
breturned to his young wife, who smiled as sin* looked bimpA-l 
id held forth her hand, Great was his jov to see the soulsVi^ 
^ing back to the beautiful form, and be "raised her up ahd A;'* 
her; and speecli and memory came back to her 
l^eut, and all her former bf(‘, jnst as if it had never been 
^terrupted ; but the year that lief spirit liad passed in 
pd ^med to Imr but as a dream of the night, frojn which 
^ifast awoke. * 

^pter this Finfarra raad(^ no further efforts to caj^ry her 
^ W.-deep cut in the hill remains to this day, and' is call 
SpFairy’s Glen/' So no one can doubt the truth of the std^ 
bparrjted> , ‘ 









! »■ v,'- ^ FArRmr REveMGE 

have e great objectioO^ the fairv rathst.^^liw 
at'nig^fit, bSing built upon by mortal mtin, A-fertoetr' 
having plenty of money, bought some land, 4^ 
greeu spot to build a house on, the \Qfy 
loved beet. V ^ 

neighbours warned him that it was a fairy rath : liili 
and never minded (for lie was from the northlii^ 
ed at such things as mere old-wives’ tales. So he bnilOffl 
^‘JbOuse and made it bpniiiifnl +n i 


and made it beautiful to live in; and ‘ no“ people 
f^tfbt^Were so well of! as the Johnstones.so that tLpeopI^^ 
t^fa^er must have found a pdt of gold in the fairv^rath/ 
:‘V.:15ut the faities were all the time plotting how they'Cts^ 
l^ish the farmer for* taking away their daneing ground, 

down the liawtliorn bush Avhere they held theit^r^^ 
,TO6n the moon was^ f^L ^ And one day when the cow8%m 
cmimng, a little old y^uman in a blue cloak came to Mrs. Jo&iftMSi 
asked hei* for a porringer of milk. .c 

of tbe house, “ vou shall fiaV^ 
Sta ^ have no tramps coming aboui my place, 

,^fold_the farm eejivante to cbaso her away. • 

''vSome tlAe after, the beet and finest of the cows sickend^^^^ 
horns and teeth and finally died 
‘.' Then one day as Mrs. Johnstone was sitting spinning fla* i 

wterijer woman in the blue cloak suddenly 

.y ’^lYour maids are baking cakes in the kitchen,” she said 
^me off the griddle to carry away with me. 

']L- 1 j *''® farmers wife, ^ngrih , 

^cked Md wretch, and have poisoned my best fipw.” -A 
^de the farm serftnts drive her off with sticks. ' ’ 

^«ow the Johnstones hod one only child ; a b'4utiful brig# 
IHrong as a young.colt, and as fu’U^pf life and merrimem 
this he, began tp'^grow queer and s^ange 

for lie said the fairies fcame round; a 
and fflnobed and beat him, and some sat on his chasf '4 
neither breathe nor move. And they feSd him they 
him m peace unless he promieeii to give them 'a 
jgriddle cate and a porringer of milk,'- 
jg|gg |§#chiM tte. mother hVl-theae^^ga IsiAi^r^SS 
;oi| ia tbp mo«lSif.8leyi 


him back tiiil 

,^ri- ^ \ ^.-' :%w 

l^/ tbb farmer ami hid wife were at their 
^fti^esBair, for the child was pining awajf before 
^y COtiid do nothing for him to help him. Oue nighbi^® 
great agony— ' 

Kother r motlier ! send for the priest to take away 
P^hev are killing me ; the} are liere on my cheet^ crushing'll^ 
and his eyes were wild with terror. . - . 

g^oiw the farmer and his wife believed in no fairies, ^hd rn 
but to soothe the child they did as he asked and seut 
^^priest^ who pra}cd o^er him and sprinkled him witililni^J^ 

p!®ae poor little fellow' seemed calmer as the p^ie^t |)rayed/fii^ 
j||j^ai,d the fairies Vere leavit^g him and going aw'tty^ and' then 
^k'iSto a quiet sleep. Hut when he> woke in 4he momipgn^ 
ieto:his parents that be bad a beautiful dream and was walk^i^ 
tea lovely garden wdtb the angels ; and1?e knew it wa? beuT^^ 


^^. tbat he w'ould l)e there before night, for the angels tojd IujE|^ 
would come for him. . 

&fben tji^y w-^ched by the sick child all through the. nigM^'l^ 
saw' the fUer was still on him, but hoped a chapte 
jfijrae before morning ; for he now' slept quite calmly^witma^M 


^.But'just as the clock struck midnight be awmke and ?at up, aiOT 
his mother put her arms round him weeping, he whisper^ 
^^!her— ^^The angels are here, mother,’’ and theu^^e eauk'V^ 

^hie calamity the farmer never held up his 
®K^eased to mind^his farpi; and the crops went to ruiir^ffo® 
jB^fe died, and ififally before a year and a day were dyer be'-'v™ 
the grave by th^side of his little ^n ftaiid the landpa?^^ 
hands/ and as no one would live the bouse ft. 
»■ down. No one, either, would plant on the 

Taw again all over it, green and beautiful, apddb^'^lli 
8^^. there once more in the moonlight as they used ^ 
l^me^rfree and happy ; and thus the evil spell brO^^^™ 
^)mOre. i; t ^ 

piit tl^e people, wpul4 have nothing ta do with the 
^'hef^’eoi^phe-went aw^ay bayk to her o^n.peoplo,>.bft^ 
ij »5^hle womamr-a/wa'raing to all tyho^wi^uid^ 
interfering wiih;ib^i:' 
and-priyifeg^',.^' .'c ^ b/'-y 





fairy h^lp.' 

THE PIIOUKA. 



and often help, (be fartjwi: 
"eJi “'I'l lanJIv. 0„‘ dav a f.3 


tewotteif be js treated' well aiid landiv. uiip dav a fart* 

■■■Wthe ]' .d ’ ] '*"* lor be knfel 

^ ™ "'‘T "W -"ill ''V the moat 

an™ PI n. n^tS !• 

'w 'nf '-’" nnn),l\;::':ne;:r:ri';ro;tnti 

;Sa:irnc;nntra.n^ 

2Vr V‘"'^ '/'' '‘1’ •-'ndn .be^'^ 

nor. ttrstirrnt ’ ' nren bad (L d'o J) 

’ -aI ?>i j nf.pf. And tins }iiippt-n(-d for thret^ nichtM nti^ 
WWh I ha^agdeternuned to beep awake and waUb. ^ 

■ to ) N ^ "to nil old Clie.< in the tndl, and be creiit into 'ilti 
. top'idfj Md jUet looked lliruiieh (be ketbole to see wliat-ivoul 
- ^®PPen. And exactly at miduiobt six little fellows came ni eJ 

feapTnhnpnap 'iV''^^* ’”*''■"•■‘‘"'1 l^'^.l' tngetberfaw^ 

':ktbhrwoiE*i'f ‘t is tlie rii.ntka's work, 

ionly slecD 'so rn '’“'d-M‘'“' are-tdlo and la4:',#l 

•' r* 1 avIioIq 8et off to-morrow and 

^iAifeniO Tb ‘f ® e.’fcellent old Phoaka,”’ ; 

lor be had no men to pav, and all bia corn was era’ 
mm hw spendtut^r a penny. 'Of course lhe-pei^3. 


V ■ . . -".'c oav iicbci luiu mom 

«>nosity would have spoiled the luck. 

1'^ “lil and hi 


bid in the 


fttines nt wgrk; but he had gr^t 
^Ifeor old Phouka m hi^taliJered dotbes, who^j 
iint^at^j^had w work of ^laetisMsJ '■ - ' 




6re‘i£e old PSoufe 'aWyS to' {if^ 
and then he qrept into the cjjeat tb watck- 
said the Phouka when he saw the clothes, 
6 tor met I shall b« turned into a fine gentlemoji.’' ■ 

timself. But suddejily he remembered the corn and 
tind as usual, then stopped and cnod out — „ 

0 more worl.- for me. Fine gontlomen don’t (rriiid 
out and see a little of tlie world Aud show mv fine 
L"n„*i “"'O' old rags into a corner, and 

"I"!'"’ *'*« ■'or llie next;- 

K t '•“n awnr, and not a sound was heard in' tto' 

,»il e!” ^ of 1^18 old friend, 

i^pasfe to me. Let me see yhur fade." But the old Plioulra 

ni^Tr*‘f^’ ir® Pliadrig never looked on 
^lowever, the farmer had made so 
money that he_ wanted no more help ; and ho sold the mill 
^ed up I hiulng to be a pat scholar and a ffwitlcman, who 
own house and land and servants. Ad in time ha,^ 
^ * pof'f'il Itidy, so benntifnl tliat the peamle said she'*^ 
he d^ighter to the king of the fairies. ^ ^ 

^ifge thing happened at tlie wedding, for when they all 

p cup filled with wine. And no one knew" liow the golden 

Baa gift, and he driuik the wino witliout fear and made his 
S^,’, -■''“it;-"®'' “fp-r tlieir live.s werw happy and 

tlie dUceudantsof Phadrighave it in their possessiou 


^ 1 '; THE FARMER^PUNISHED. 

.ioyo«S' temperament and lot of 
h(^id in grwaf. contempt the minor virtues of 
economy/ and. aberv^o all things, abhor thy close hard ' 

freely- 

Peeuliw mission to punish - 
.^.ta^tfdffer for the snft of the hard hearti 
W ‘>{'6 fallowing Me ;— a 

el098, to amok eliHrcJi'v'ki'# 









S‘ 


rning ne wejii out n^um u\ suiui^fr, uuu uu jUwvii 
g more bitterly even thau before — 
r, mother ! I am hungry. Give me to eat.*' , ’ y; 
my chihL” said the mother; the farmer’s m'aidj 
.y^'and make the dish ’’to fall just as she is 
i tk^ griddle. So we , shall have pl^ty to’,^% 

e farmer went home and locked . up the 

es shall he haked to-day, not till the night/ " ’ 
cry of the child was in his ears^ and he could h5| 
the morning he was out again, and bitter 
i as he passed the copse — ' 

r, mother I ” it said^^ I have had no milk, I 
lay down my head on youi: breast and 

















V' 


vu third day he heard the step'? of molt 
fc'lfe'fte tip, for we know thoy wore bearing the body of dds 
K^^tO'fhe d5>or. And he went out to meet them, and there 
jtv 'Corpse of tlie young- man on the leer, pale and lieautiful, struCjk 
|r --^' through and throiigti })y a spear, even as he liad died in battlW^^/ 
. And they laid liini in the ehiirehyuoi, just as the witeh-wonj^ 
had foretoLl, wlule all the ^i^'ople wept, fur tlie \(tung man 
noble to hsok upon, and of a good and n]n'iglit vpiiat, ^y. 

But the father neither >pi)ke nor wept. 11 h mind w-as 
and his heart Avas )»reken. .Vial, s-ion im lav down and ilied^ 
pitied by all ; h»r he was hard and eruel m his hie. and no 
wept for him , and all tlie riclies he had g.ithered liv grinding 
down tile ])oor nndted awniy, and Ins rae.- peiaslied from 
land, and his name w'as heard of no more, uiid no blessing' restaijf 
on his niemnrv. ^ 


T(SE FARMER'S WIFE. 


lloAVN in tiler South tluTe llyed aiinllier rieh fai'iner and his AYlftfi 
* wdio were both of them lialed 1)V the people for tlnrir 
hard-hearte-d way^. Never a word nf kiiidiie>N was on their Upsi 
and never a bhwsing from the poor was imoked on their li^ds^e 
One day an old woman came io the' door to beg ;t little forxJ-yrtS 
^ cake from the griddle, of a lew potatoes, or a ii.iii<lful of 

Imt she Avas harslily refii'^ed 1)a the tanner’.'- as ife and turned 
; away. ^ 

Then slie catne back iu a little wliil.-, and he^goj fnr a drink 
miUi, for she was faint and Aveary, she said, and liad travelled 
This was also refused, and die avus orjert'd to leave the 
once. But the Avuman sfill begged hard for leave to rest hers^)^ 
pB, little, and for ev'en a drink of hurler milli, for it aaois churp 
day and she kneAV there must be. plenty in tin' house, Then'S 
- farmer’s Avife groAA^ \ery angry, and said she Avould turn tb^a 
on her if she didn’t go aAvay, and tliat no tramp slionld 
‘ her. On this the woman muttered some woraVy^y 

' h 'her hand on the lintel of the door, and then went her way.T^ 
being much heated by the viohmeo of Tier 
'/ - farmer’s Avife Avenr to the dairy for a drink; buT as she png'’ ’ 
the draught >lie eaAv something l^ack iu the cup, and ' '''' 
take it out Avitb her huger, buO^t alAvavs escapoiT h^ 
thirsty, she drari^ otBtlie milk, and TStill 
enp, and in' the^drmkmg the.black object 
hn’^vn'ver, she felt nigh to death/ for 
all Ayer, 





tiiE SUDNiap 

^Y'" ’''■■■ # “ '.; ■■ ;■; ■'■’ ■ 

3ise^, Then the pritist was summoned^ and' ,he 
eard the story, said there w^as ■witchcraft in it ; arid 
rto pray, and to exorciso the evil spirit in tli^woDian. 

^ des'this lie made her he phlc^Mi iu a hot bath, into which he ■ 
Mf^nred 'tome hihv wat-m. t ' . 

fihst the woimiii iittrred limv^ ('ri«s, and said her body ;,yi 
^.■'S 69 med Vent and torn, lint praduallv she ht'came calmer, and the ' 'i 
y- blackness slowly wnt down fiom hoa*! to t'eot, and tinally disap- 
‘"‘lltear^d, leaving the body fair and whohn all except one hand,*a]id 
Itemaimal will a.^ black ink 'riie holv wattO' xvas poured on 
and the priest ^praxed, but notliin^' wnnhl rinnove tlie devil's 
"'iJiark. _ 'y 

y,t 8o the priest told lew at laW that tie* blackness xvonld rmnain as ’ 
J.fl sign and token of hm- .sins aeain-r tliopoor; and frinn tliat da^^ 
to lew dcatli lie.* maili ol tie* e\il spell remained on her, but 
grew Icind*'!’ to the po(n’, for lier heart was shaken hy tt'rror. 
ydXnd’ when she came to (he tleui* xvas no hhe Iniess on her liand^ 
the tears of the ])oor s]ie had snceoiti’odj.and befriended had 
f waslied all the doxil’s mark axxay, ludori* the moment came xvhen 
ry'ier soul was to a](]e ar hefort* (io(l. 


A 


w 
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THE MIDNIGHT RIDE. 


A I'I'.ASA.NTS TAl.J', 


ht 


evening a man called Shaxvn Jlundh xx as out looking for a red 
that had strav^'d axvay,x\hen he heard voices rotiiid him, an^ 
said “ (Jet im* a hoiny” and another cried “ (let me a hoi^e.’’ ^ 
‘‘And get me a horse, too,” said Shiixx n, “ since they Seem so ^ 
fenty^for I'd iilie a nde alonw witli you,’' and with tliat he found - s 
ihiBflf on the instant mounted on a tinegr'W horse be.side another ’x 
f^^^dio rode a h4ok horse. And then rode away and axvay till y 
^ my cailie to a great city. ' ' ' 

v^iSow, do you know xvhere yon are P ” said the black horseman. 
Ife are in London, and xvhatever you want you can have,” 

.*0^^ Thank you kindjy, my friend,'* said the other, “ so, with yopr- w 
' I'll just Inne a good suit of clothee, for I'm much in waiitt 
f-Thihsame. Can I have themP” .> 

Ij all means,” said tb^ black horseman ; there, go into that,^ 
anfts shop and ask for what you like, and if *he refuses 
■ihe Ston^ I give yoit on the^oor and the whole place 
But don’t be frigntened; your gV 



tbe best ebit^of cKtliet^oii 

that 8 of no consequence^ only 

the shopman laughed aloud. 

cluthesL for beggars like you/’ he said! # 
out of this.’’ ^ i 

\ Then Shawn threw down the stope on the door, and imnled^ 
;the wdiole place seemed on fire, and tlie merchant ran out hlto 
^^and nil the shopmen after him to get pails of water, and Sbs 
' laughed when he saw^ them all drenched. 

Aow what wnll you gi\e me/’ said he, “ if^I put out that 
. for you ? ’ a ^ -n. 


VoLi shall haye the price of the best suit of clothes in 
»fihop/’ answn'red the merchant, “ all paid down in gold ; onlvtd 3 
, me to put out the fire.” ' 

So Shawn stcioped do^y^ and picked up the stone, and 
quietly into his pocket, and instantly all the flames disappear 
‘ and the merchant was so grateful that he paid him down alK 
gold for the clothes and more. And Shawn bid him p'OodMdp 
and mounted the grey steed again quite happy w himself, v 
Now',” said tlie black horseman, “is there anything else} 
desire t for it is near ten o’clock, and w'e must be baci ' 
midnight ; so just say what you w'ould like to do.” ^ 

ell,” said Shawn liuadh, I would like of all thinga.t^'5 
: the Pope of Kome, for two of our p>riest8 are disputing as to T? 
•IS to get the parish, and I want Fatlier M’Grath to hare if 
have a great opinion of liim, and if I ask hb Holiness he’ll set 
it all in no time and for eyer.” / - 1 

, ^'Come then,” said the black horseman; 'At is a long way 
^ome, certainly, but I thiuk well manage it in the twu houMx^ 
he back: before tw'elye o’clock.’’ ’ ' : 


, So aw'ay they rode like the wind, and in no time Shawp’^ft^ 
^ himself before the great palace of the Pope ; and all tho^,™ 
^rvants with gold sticks in their hands stared at him, and’^ 
.,bmi what he wanted. ^ ^ 

’ , " Just go in,” said he, " and tell his Iloliiiesc that Shawn 
-ffll the w'ay from Ireland, is here and^^auts to see 
particularly.” ^ 

' But the servants laughed, and struck him \‘cith their 
^'ftnd hunted him aw'ay from the g'ate. Now' the Pope heapIlJ^^ 
irout looked out of the window, and seeing Shawn 
down ai^d a>’ked him what he wAi|ted. , 

vour liolinesa,” answered ShaTO> k' t 
f^Q^er bidding the Bish^ip 

RPwait 







^Qpe Iwighed, and told the aer^iints 'to 
fewaJ'jTor he was evidently out of his wits;/ " ' ■ - 
(lawn grew apgry, and flung down the st^ne oivthe 
dutaiitly all the palace seemed on fire^ ^ind the Pnp^ ordeW^A| 
eervants to go for water ; and they had to run aboyt- 
^®^^;3:nSd getting pails and jugs of water, whatever they could lay: 

; and all their tine clothes were spoiled, and the beautifui^ 
'sticks were flung away in their fright, while they took the 
splashed and dashed the water over each other. 

^hNow it was ShaAvn’s turn to laugh till his sides ached, but hia . /^j 
P^iness looked very grave. ' 

: said ShaAvn, if I put out tiiie fire wdiat will you do ■ 

fe^hieF '^/ll you write that letter ? ” ' Ai 

fA'AAVf I will,” said the Pope, “ and you shall have your supper n''. 
flao; only help us to put out the fire, niy tine fellow.'*’ . ' 'v 

Shawn quietly put the stone back in his pocket, and instantly^^ 
the flame.s disappeared. 

d^J^Ow,” said the rope, you shall have supper of the best in the > 
?|^lace; and I'll write a letter to the Bishop ordering him to give 
^Tatlier M’Gratli the parish. And here, besides, is a purse of gold' *‘^T' 
yourself, and take it wdth my blessing.” • 

■Tnen he ordered all the grand servants to get supper for 'tbs 
ccyllent young man from Ireland, and to make him comfortable, 
Shawn was miglitily ]>lease<l, and ate and drank like a prineer^iijj 
be mounted his grey steed again, and just as midnight strirfl^ 
found himself at Hi's own door, but all alone; for the grey steed 
the black horseman had both vanished. But there stood hii 
|>Vife crying her eyes out and in qreat troubje. AA 

K fe^hawn, Agra 1 I thought you were deader that evil 

den on you.” ” * f ' " ? 

^Notabit of it,” said Shawn, ^‘Bve been supping with the/% 
Kprae, and look here at all the gold Pve brought home 
my dariint,” * 

d he put his hand in his pocket to get the purge; hut 
was nutliing there excbpt a rough, grey stone. 

^ that hour to tliis bis believes ihat be dreamed the wholer 
% as^he lay under the hay-fick, on hia way home from a cardvtsfl;;S 
t-Ihe hoys. ^ 

^^^dver, Fathe^M’Grath got the parish, and Shawn took 
how he had spoken up boldly for him to 
of Borne, and made his Jlojiness write the letter aM 
\ about’him. And FAher M’Grath was a nice giSlitlii 
he smiled and tol^ Shawn he thanked him kihalt 'M 


ihop a 
iAm 


1 by v/v A 
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’THE LEPREHAUN/ 


jv: 


.The LPprrliauns are merry, indust rioii'^, tricksy little 
. '/"who do all tlie shot^maker’s work and the tailor’s and thecobbl^i^t 
’‘"for the falr\ L'cntry, and are often seen at sunset under the 
slnginy and stil eliiny. They know all the se/'i’ets of hidd^ 
freasurt', and if llieytnke a fancy t(i a person will niiide hiniktCh; 
the spot in the fairy rath where thi' ]iot of eold lies hurie<l. 
l)elic\'ed that a family mov liMiiy near Ca'tlerea came by 
riches in a siranm' way, all ihrougli tie* e'ced olhces of a frieijdryi, 
Leprehaun And the' lei^end has lieen handed down through niftJtyr 
generations us an e^tublwhtd fact. 

Tliere wnis a ]n.or hoy oiiee, one of thnir forefut I kts, Who, 
to dri\ e Ills eni t of tu!fihiil\ hai Iv and foiward, eind malce wdf^a 
money lie eould hy the sale: hut lie wai^ a sdaiime boy, yery sileii'f^' 
and moody, and ihe poo|ile ]ih ^^vas a fairy changeling, for he.^ 
joined in no s])Oits and .'■can'ely e^er spoke lo any one, hut gpeJitV' 
the nights reading all the old hits of liooks he puAed np in hl^^^ 
rambles, Tim one tlnng he Lniged for nho\(' all others w^as<o 
rich, and to ])»• ahh' lo yne up the old we, ary turf cart, and live iui, 
'peace and (jiiietTie^t all alone, with noihing hut hooks round hilp^ 
in a heanlitAl liou^e and garden all hy liiiiise'lf. 

Aow' lie liad naid in then](l liooks how the ja-prehauirs kne'^'jtll*' 
'Ahe secret places where gold lay hid, and d<iy h\ day he watchticlA. 
for a sycht of tlie litlle (sihlih-r, an<l lideiied for the elick, click of/t 
hi$ hammer as he sat under the hedgi^ nnniding the shoes. Ay, 

At last, one e\enim'' I’li'l as the sun sot, lio s,Ly a little fellowfy 
under a dock leaf, working away, d]'oso_Ml all in gieon, w ith a cock^^j: 
hat on his liead. So the hov jumped dowm fiom the cart andg 
eei7^A him hy the neck, 

“ Ahny, V'U don't stir from thi,-," he (‘rieii. “ till you tefl, 
^yhere to inid the hi<lden gold." . 

Easy iiowy" said the Leprehaun, ‘‘(ion’t hurt me, and I 
tell you all-ahout it. Jhit mind Voii, [ ci^iiM hurt you if I chdl^jj| 
for 1 huye the piower ; but 1 won'| d(i 0, for we are cousins Oii^\ 
remoyi^d. So as we are near i(dutinn> Til just be good, and 
you the place of the seeretgold that none can ha\e or keep 
those of fairy blood aud race Ckune along wdtli me, then, 
old fort of Lipensbuwg for there it lies, lint make liasto, for 
the laat red glow' of the sun yanislu's the gdold wdll di.^appea/^fe^l 
land you wdll ne\<g tind it a^aiu/’ - ' 

, off, tlien/’ said the boy, and be carried the" 

into the turf cart, and^droyc off. And in a set^^H 
at the old fort, and went iu through a 







j*k round,” said tlip Lpprp'liaun; and the bo.^si^ 1^^® 

d covered with ^ndd pieoths, and there were vefeseladl^®^ 
about, in such plentf that all the riches of all Ibe* 
d gathered tlnue. 

ke what \ou want," said the Leprehaun, 


for if tliat door ^hul.^ \(ai will iie\< 
^ong^a iou live." 

S(^t]ie boy eaihm'iMl ii]i hi< ariii'^ full of 
^ flun^them into tlu' cart . ati<l w:i' oii his wa 
door shut wnih a flap lilo* ilniiehu’, and 
dark' us night. Alitl lu -aw no ujoia' of the 
^ not time eAeii to tlTaiik him. 
f k>> he llioiiulit it lif^t to hiiM' lioiiic at on 
'‘/and whmi he airnt'd and wa- all alono hv h 


A riches, and al 


^ And he vTa.s very wim- and t 
t'AO IJuhljTi and gait all histnai^ 
'k. lie w'as now' iiidfM'd noli a- i 
^ So he (iideiod a tiiii' hou^o 
h i and he had .'■orvaiits and eairi: 
M tent; And he ^athcih'd nil ilu 
h the learning of a utuithunan . ai 


Did Told no one . h 
tit'aniros into llud 


wer leave this place us /!• 

of p(dd and silver, and' 7 
Diy hiiek f'H‘ more when ' 
id all tlie plane heeanio 
ic la'prehaUii, and llkd 

unco w itli his treasute_^ 
Inmsolf lio counted his . 
ecs, tuiough for a kings 

jy 

hut wmit olT next day^:', 
(3 hank, and found thati 


man in Hi 
'J^.^boBOur, am 
^'t”perou.s; for 
t' given large 
friendly he 


' t'oiiiitn , w tier 
Ins dt D'ni’daiits 


/t‘ hiiilt with spacious gardens/ 
ami hooks to his heart’s con- ^ 
>e moji round him to gite Mhi - 
o h( came a great and pow’crful 'g . 
tmunory h still h»dd 111 high.'^AeV 
mug to this (lav rich and pros- kw 
left (‘11^0(1 thoiiLdi tlu'V ha\e 
mitt‘d ubo\o all thiims for the'w'' 


ami tlu^ literal hand 


But the Lcpro 
y '"‘offended, and one 
^atjd akva/ tomt tl 
ibyahd never laweal t 
‘ One day a yoiin; 
it. little fedlowv not 


jprohaun,> can lie biittudy malicious if they are 
one slioiild hi' Very cautious 111 dealing wdth them; 
at them wuh uimit cnilit \ ,or the\ will take re\engo 
e'll tlii‘ -eeu't of the hidden gold. 


\yne uav a young lau w'u.s out in itie rieum at w'orlc wiien he sa^V'/!^ 
f^dlowv not the heigdit of his hand, mending' shoes under a ht 
t^ydock leaf. And hi' went (.imw, mwer taking his e\es lilT him for 
would vanish ii\\a\ ; and wdum he got (|uite close b^ 
a grab at tfte creature, and lifted him up and put him ilf?. : J 
Snis pocket. p/A 

he ran aw^ay^lmme as fa.st as lu? could, and W'hen bo bad^^ 
^^^,Beprehauji safe in the houste, he lied him by an iron chain 

tt?l| me," he said, w*^iere am I to find a pot of 
KJiO^he place or HI punish youH • 


pot of gold/* said the Leprehaun j * 












^7 broken leg lyiQg at the Bottom of ^'" 

I J>^^a 8 at his wits’ end to know what to do, fof the nigb®! 
/ dark he could not see a hand before him. So he rou^ 
ghbour^ and Bet^’een them they dragged up the poor worcmii'-’t? 
i Hrried her home, and laid her on the bed half dead frdmi'V 
raany a day before alie was able to get about 
indeed she limped all her life long, so that the people saiiy? 
yr^the curse of the Leprehaiin was on her. *■ . d? 

-But as to the pot of gold, from that day to this not one 

father or son, or any belonging to them, ever set 
on /it. However, the little }.eprehaiiii still sits under the^^ 
t ^dock leaf of tlie hedge and lauglis at them as he mends th 0 
shoes with his httle hammer— tick tack, tick tack— but they 
r Are afraid to touch him, for now tliey know he can taL bfe.i 
V^venge. , 


r' 

I LEGENDS OF THE WESTERN ISLANDS. . 

Os isliimls off tlio AWst Coa-^t of Ireland the inhabitants 
Still \ery primitive m tlieir Imbns, and chug to their old 
withla fanatical fervour that makes it dangerous /or 
one^ to transgress or disregard the old customs, usages, and'-'f'l 
prejudices of the iLslanders. ' 

|,n Curses heavy and deep would fall on the head of the unbelidv^^^ 
stranger who dared to laugh or mock at the old traditioniS 
crped, w'ho.se dogmas are still regarded with' 
|j|nyeterioij3 awe and dread, and held sacred as a revelation froia 7 ii 
^:beaven. ^ ^ 

islands are Aran and Inziismore, the latter abotit^? 
miles long. The cattle live on the line grass of the 
turf is brouglit from the mainland. The views are magnifies 
W and mountain, aiid the Lslands contain a greater numboroj^ 
and early Christian monuments than could be found 
area in any other part of Europe. - 

i;Some of the or forts include several acres. The walli.fll'' 
^^Qpeafl; about sixteen feet thick and from eighteen to 

^ith steps inside leading to the top. Amongst, ■; "" 
^Umentfl are cromlechu, tumuli, abd»:pil|l|r atones, those ( 

^ mak set up by humanity. The IriaBTail these hu^ 
w, or House of God, as theTIebrewe called them Beth 

iffMSi tboofirreatAat barbanc' monument of thAfifirt 
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V-jft ft fcnndre^ and forty-two feet in diameter, and has two, ‘c>^ 
fe'ipi^ti^wdls tifteeo feet thick and eio-titt'cn higli. The seft 
^Jfaeaflures a thousand feet, and se'veral acrea aie iiadiideel 
• tke,^aterh\ all. The i<M»f of th*' dun Hfoianrd of iaiye flag-stonefi^i'^ 
;. ^ftnd the dooi'way sli.pi'v, after ih-' Ki^^vptian f:i,diioii, up to thre^ra 
^ feet in width at llie, to]). A causeway of diar]), upright ston^lS? 
'_, jammed into the ground l-aids to the enirauce. 

ddiis ftart wa'' the piaail and la-t '■tron^liol.! of th.' Jhrholg' 

, and they long Indd it a^ a refuiie acain^t ilie I'uatha-de-lJamnnf^ 
it tniie CoiK^iiered nial toolv p^l^^e^yion of 

A 



at 


invaders, wh 
Ireland 
All tin* i dandy w 
many cent init\> liofoi 
as still s})ohen ])v ill 
all the dialecly of I 
took up tlieir uhoih 
called 


OK' oiijinallv pe(i])lod hy tlu^ lurholg racetf^J 
o (lie (.’liri>iian iia,an<ltln‘ I i]>li language, AS 
o piMi])hu i- the pint', 4 and newt ancient of /Jg 
Inn. Aflt'iwvanN .o. many ('lirislmn saints A 
iile tliero that the largosi of iln^ nlaudy -(.vas 
'iih (Aran of t.lm Saint >i, ainl numei(‘tu,s lamiains^ gg 


Klfed 

long 


oi’atories, wdth the .Ad 

liahitatioii of the/hA 

of the Aeliil idands called 
II of Moloch, In former 
' to It. and 11 wnis estt'cined %i 
■o, .uid hold in gTeat rever- -dlj 
tf a human ^head. Ma,|iyS^;r 


of churches, (‘ill^, ero.^-ow and .-(one-r 
ruin.s of a round tower, to.stify to tin 
' iBlandH hy the>e holy nnm. 

There i', an old woikIi'h idol on oiu* 

Father Molosh— ]uol)ahly a (‘orrnpti( 
tinier olftM ]na^ and ''.lei iliee> weiv madt 
' as the giiai'diaii or god of the meieif Ih 
ence, Jhough Imt a rude .smiildann' < 
miracles al>o ^yHro jioif.aaiird li\ rh<‘ tooth of St. Ihitnck, >yhiclp,^ 
fell from the .^aintS mouth one d,i\' Ayln ii ln‘ A\as te.iehing tbe>;^ 
alphah)‘t to the urw eoina^rm And a 'liniie y as afterward'sd'^^ 
made for the rootli that ^yas lnd<l m the giv;ite4 honour hy 
‘kings, chiefs, and ])eonh‘ of Ireland. 'pA" 

The stiipimdoin harharu* nionnrneiils of tin' i.>landA accordin|'d^A 
*to trisli amiguanans, oITmi' the he^t o\povijion of early lUilitarjPyA^ 
architecturt^ at pic'iuit known, and are oidy (‘gualltMl by srime 
. those III (lia'cce, din re are ah>o man} ^aeied welk, and 
|Av}iolt‘ region is haunifd h', .■^tiange, wild Mgieiwiitioms of fairie 
and demoms [nid vuteln'’^ ; legomF Idled with a Ayeinl and myStf|^ 
Apcfetry that thrill the ,v.,ml ji],,. a strain of nni.-ie from s])irit 
f;_"(iomiug to us fiom (he far-olY idder wau M. Tfe, followdng-p$^ 

" thetic talc is a good specimen of these ancient island legends m 


THE 


IpiOE'S 


DEATH-SONG- 


^ a irfne island by the West (miast there dwelt an old 
"1^ daughter, and th^mau had power^ovar tlia wyftt^’’ 

.^^bind tuertot^^ 


I Ke tftUgut his daughter ifhe charms that, 
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laotJie gentleman, Iialf dead from the cold and the wet. , 
^iherman hroncrlit him liome and revived liiin, and J^ileen 
?hter nursed and \MUched him. Naturally the two young’ 
lie soon fell in love, and tin* e^mtlemim told the girUie had a 
liojitiful house on the inaiidiind ready for her, with plenty of 
Sr^ything she (‘uuld desire - '.ill;- To Wear and gold to spend So 
tho^^ were het]i)1lnd, and tin* W'-ddiiiLt day wq.s lixed. But 
Bofmot, the lo\er, 1 he nni.'-l Ine-t cross to the iiiuinhmd and 
fcriW hack his frauds a^d nhiln-im t<» the ^^eddlng, as many 
ns the boat would hold. 

■ Eileen ^^ept and ]ir:n ed hnu in>t to leave, or at least to tako 
h^l* to Steer lilt' hoal, f('r she kne^\ there' ^V!ls danger coming, and 
she alone could Inut* pnwtu' ow'r tie- (xil spirits and over the 
waves and ihe wiiiiB. Bui sIc' ilaied not ttdl the ,st'(Tet of the 
spell to Dermot or it would fail, and the charm be useless for ever 
after, 

' Bermot, howe\er, (Uil\ lauchMl at Imr fears, for tlie day W’afl 
bright and clear, and lu* -(oiin'd all thought of danger. So he 
put olT from the s!e>re, and irached tin* rnamhind safely, and 
tilled the boat ^mth hi.-- triends to return to tin* island for the 
wedding. All Asmt ^^ell till they \\ere ^\ithin siglit of the island, 
Wl^n suddenly a lit*rce cn-l of wind <lro\o the lioat on a'roclv, and 
it upo t, and all \\le. ^^<‘le m it ])>'ri>hed. 

Eile(*n heard the cr\ of the drowning men as she stood wuitching 
bn Bn* hi'U(di, hut could cu ,* iio le 1]». And she w as sijre grieved 
for her lover, and sang a funeral wuil for him in Irish, Avhich 
still ])reservt'(l hy ilie ptM)]de. ddien she la\ down and died, 
'and the old man, horfailur, di-appeais'd. And fiom that day no 
one lias ever ^eii1ni'<l to Ini' on llu* inland, for it is haunted 
Ey, the spirit of JAlccii, And the mournful music of lier wail 
is still heard m the niodit-j wlmn the wund.'i are strong tmd the 
heat U]m.iii the r^i K.s wlieri* tin* drowned men lay dead, 
e words of tlu' umg are ^ery plumtive and simple, and may 


ml 

'fce.'tTaiislated literally — 


I a virain and .a mjcIow mnurii fur my lover 
Never more Mill he kiss me oa the lips ; 

The cold wave n his bridal bed, 

The cold M'.ive is his wedding shroud. 

0 lovf^ m\ love, had yon brniujjht me m the boat 
My spirit and my spells would have saved from harm. 
For my power wus strong over waves and wind, 

And the spirits of evil wguld have feared me. 

0 love, iny kwe, I go toiaeet jon i/i heaven. 

1 will ask God to let ni^see yeur face. ./ 

It the fair angels give me bock my lovej*^ ' , > V 

I will noh^.nvy the oji His throne.'* . 
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BM^mtos^d^* b^utiful kdy came 

not/ she said, Make tliese flowers, thev'^comB 
* ' 1 ,./ bnii^'- you to tlie meadow wliere tl^vVroV.f 

slie lifted me up into the air, hut I know nuthmii* moroV 
Ign the boat stopped and ^ou lifted me on shore, but mv 
flowers must have fallen from my hands, for I neve? 
tiem more. And this js all my dream f but i wo(fld like to 
tiy fiowm-s amun, fnr the lady tpkl n/e they had the secret 
would bring me to hoaven,” 

Ihe prince thn„^r|,( „o „„„,. „f il„. oPii.r, ,lrcam, but vrent off 
feh next day ns usual, lenMu-r the bny in the care of Lis imm. 
m^agam the diild be(r;, 0 'd ai„| prayed her so earnestly to brine 
m to the pifjeoils ca^e, that at last she (iiusented ; blit told him 
^ must not go a step by biuiself, and she tvould bring two of the 
of the island to take care (»f him. 

■'♦'Ic sister with the nurst* 
cy gathered wild tluw ers for his sister, and ran down to 
lnBca\e ’^\here the cijrmorants ^uTe swimminir ; but 
^tere was no danger, for the ttvo youne isbnjdera were tniuding 

"■'' V”y'n^ .'>'"1 Jtaing weary she fell mW 
Am the little sister lay down beside her, and fell a-sleep likewise, 
n .1' '"-y '"5 '■ompaniou.M.tlie two young islander?; 
theni he must catch the connormits. So awawthey ram 
Wown the path to the .sea, hand in hand, and laughing as^ the* 
^ent. ^ Ju8t then a piece cf rock Tuo^'cih'd and fell beside thei^ 
^d tiling to avoid tt they slipped over the edgq of the narrow, 
^ath down a steep place, wliere there was nothuig to bold on bv 
»xcept a. large bush, in the muldle of the wav. They got bold of 
and thought they were now quite safe/but the Wsh vn.e not' 
^0^ enough to bear their w-eight, and it was torn up by the, 
TO^^ed straight down into the sea and were,' 

up from thet 

"“Pf awy-t, hut saw no one. Then she woke up thes' 
^6 Stater. It is late, she cried, “ they must have gone home..- 

evening; let us hasten auds 

^«ake them, beSore the prmce ta back from the fishing'.’’ 

when they reached home the prince stood in t&e doorwafiS 
Terj^ pale, and weeping. ^ 

' . if Dtf brother cried the little girl. . -'11 

Ki^ brother more” answered' 

never w^bt Ashing any more, hut 
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Itl^ayB aaeii praying and weeping by iU entr4nc0'^1 
Jit sea cam And one day, wlien they came to h^ok for 
ly aead on the ^OL‘k^. And in her hand she held some beau^^ 
kange fltywers fnedily gathered, witli the dtnv on them, 'Ana^^ 
t>tie knew how the iii>wtn‘^ eaiiie iuId her dead hand. Onl^ 
'►flshermen told the .story of how the ni-ht before they had seen 
’4jright fairv child ^.‘llted on tlie reck^ nn-iii- ; and he hud a r 
"sash tied i^und his waist, and a golden cin let l)niding his 1 qi 
.yellow hair. And th^^ all knew that lie wa.> the ]nince's SC 
who had been drowned in fliat spot jint a t\\ eh enioiilh hefp. 
And tile people lieheve that he had brought the llowms from^t 
spirit-land to the woman, and ei\._Mi them lo her a,> a death sig 
■ and a hle.^-ed token from God that her soul would be taken 
heaven. 
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THE FAIRY CHILD. 

An ancient w'oman liting at Innn-Sark .'^aid that in lier youths 
knew^ a young woman win* h.id been marrn d for 1i\e }care, c 
liftd iio\?hildren. And her hinhund was a rmigli rude fello 
'and U^ed to taunt la r and beat her often, hecame .die- wais chi 
le-JS l>ut in the emr^e of tune it came to pu.-^a that a man-ch 
was'boni to her ; and he was h.antiful to^ lo. A mi as an ang.dfrc 
keaveii. And the father was .so proud of the ehihl that he ott 
eUvc.l at home to loch tin* cradle, and help hn ttife at the AVOI 
. One day, hownwer, as he rocked the erwA'n the (‘hild looked 
suddenlv at him, and lo ’ th.u'e was a gnat heard on it.s fa^ 
Then the father cried out to hi- wile- 

. Tk.s ns not a cliihL but a demon ! You luno put an eiilsp 

"^^Vn^he struck her and beat her wors,^ than .w._r he had done 
Lis life before, .so llnit she .screamed aloud lor htd||j On this t 
place grew' ouite dark, and thunder rolled over their heads, a 
the door hew wid<' open with a gr.ait crash, and in walk^ 0 
atrange women, with red caps on their heads and stout stickB 
AlmirTands. And they rii.shed at the man, and one held his an 
i 5 S'bile the otlior heat him till he was nearly deagh 
A o avengers,” they said ; “ look on us and 

,:t^ if you ever beat y our wife again, we will come and kill 
Kseefdoyy^Anowg and a.^^k her pardon." , T J 

% Md when the poor wretch did so, all tremhlin^ yith 

eijieT yfinisbed a^yav. « .. i >^1 - 

Baij^the man, when they were gone, tLjB 
^%lace to mC). ITl leave it for ever.’ 


lUQ* X ica *v J.V* 

t^^ubled bkt 





_ ; .;, the'^pmry 

IV ' ' -i ’ ^'*'' 

I he child gitAip in the cradle. ' '" , . > - 

I are'to da.*’^ Tlnr' '«■’ .'?«« ' 

Iyer s^n, but you will know n bl-Vf^ uear this that you have - 
iows over the mouth u ^ of ^reenru.gBe.9that 

.stoudtl&eetimi^a'dnnMdtm 

I Hf want .die will <dve it to v,,n i 1 Ii"““ whatever . 

a ; the woman, or eiil will come of it" ’’ "''' 

t/ tro thS motlier promised, and ive„t to tl.e ii i • j 
^ ibree times ; and a„ old wo’.min ciui," „‘ , 

' : '' Oman, why dost thou call me - ‘ ‘ 

: T"h.'S:,i;r;r,:::’:::r i';;;": :,::'.”r"r"' ■" 'r"-';"*- 

1 jyil. ’ ’ t niM ^O'jd, and not 


0 50a 

’^VLdl, ’ .Maid the woman^ 


ipyil. 

’'Come ilown, then, with me mt, 

' ' and have no fear." 

) h^ht of'honJ ihiih'ml' 'ihortl,' T' 'f'fw her down 

>ti.baDd. is vitb iiei h; b : 0 d'::i,".';';:"^'^ 

Murbk^andaJvhnsVerIhf"sn|^ f";'' of 

berythmg so that the etes eouidliaidlv seefor t he" ie h" “rimn 

p ,;i„ »„ L,., ' ,™. i.i, sa 

fer;;;!;;!::" Ir™ '■» 

3whhe queen sorted him, rnj ^ iX^ 






dere the other chiM." - 

^lady brought iu an infant, and placed him in ^e arms J 

n,” said the queen, “ he is your cttvn child that wo''^ 


ft 



that.liat you ifeaa n6t^ 

messenger, that ^ eeup^to change the chiMjfen 
^ and you will find your own true husband at ho 

^^oym place, w^atching and waiting for you by day and b 
that the door opened, and the man wl^ had 1 
in; and the mother trembled and was afraid. Bi 
^l^^’laughed, and told her not -to fear, but to eat wdiat was 
)x&t, and then to go in peace. 

So they brought her to another hall, where was a tal 
^p^-'-with golden dishes ^ind beautiful flowers, and red wint 

Eat,” they said ; this feast has been prepared toi 
to us, we cannot touch it, for the food has beei^ spri 
salt.” ’ < 

. St) she ate, and drank of the red wdne, and never m 
Were eo many things set before her Buit were^ lovely 
And, as was rigid and pro])er, after dinne'r wasyjAer, si 
and folded her hands together to give God thanks, 
stopped lier/and drew lier down. 

P-G:- flush ! ” they sai<l, '‘that name is not to he named 
V' There was an iiiigrv murmur in tlie hall. But just tbt 
1 music wins he^j^d, and .singing* like the .singing of pries 
poor mother was .so enchanted that she fell on her 
deaJl And when she came to herself it was noonday, i 
.standing by the door of lier o\\n house, And her hu 
>^OUt and took her by the hand, and brought her in. An 
child, more beautiful tliau ever, as handsome t 
-^prince. ■ 

3; Where have you heen all this while ^ asked the 1 
is only an hour since I wvut away, to look fc 
that the fairies stole from me,” she answered. 

husband ; you have been 
away with your child ! And when you Avere^oue, a 
thing wans laid in the cradle — not as big as a mush 
knew well it was a fairy 'changeling. Biit it so happei 
day, a tailor came and stopped to rest ; and whei 
■|A h^rd at the child, the ugly misshapen thing sat up qu 
the cradle, and caUe<l out — ^ . 1, . 

— Come noAv, w^bat are you looking at Give me 

Anifhe tailor gave him the straw^s. And wn^n t 
qhiB plavfed and played such sveeet music on then 
ipes, that fll the chairs Emd tables began 
grew^tired, he fell tack in the cradle, apdtfc 
the taih^/that child is nqt, 
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S.'OF, 

Ofie day he and his wife and tlieir children were aals^y 
^Wj^dding- of a friend about four miles off; and Janies Lyha 
to the j^lace, the family g^oing on their own car. At tfre'^.' 
he yvas tin* life of the parly as he alwavs was; but never c 
' of drink touche<l his lips. \Vhen evening came oig the fanf 
^ out for the return liome just as they had set out ; the Wu 
children on tlie car, James I^Mian riding his own horse, 
^ when tile wife armed at home, she found her liusband’s 
standing at the gate riderless and quite still. They thour 
‘ might lune fallen in a faint, and went haek to search ; wfi 
was found down in a IujUow not fiye perches from liis own 
lying quite insensible and his features di.^torted frightfully 
seized while ]()i»king on some horrible ^ isioii. 

ihey carried him in, hut he lU'ver spol^e, doctor wp 
for, who opened a vein, but no hkaxi came. There he lay 
log, speechless as (jjue dead. Aiiioiig>l the ci’ow<l that ga 
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lyuind was an old woman aecounted Yew wise hv the per 
Send for the fairy doctor,*’ she said ; “ he is strncK.” 

So they ^ent otT a hoy on the fastest hoi\sf‘ for the fab", 
Tie coiikl not come him.stdf, but he tilled a hie tie with a [ 
Then he said — 

Hide for your life ; give him some of this to drink and sp 
Ids face and hands al>o with it. Jhit take care as you pa 
lone bush on the round hill near the Imllow, for the fairi 
there and will Idialer you if they can, and strive to brei 
bottle." 

Then the fairy man blew into the mouth and the eyes ai 
nostrils of the hor.se, and tnrne<l him round three tinies o 
(f- road and rulilied the dust <»if his hoofs. 

‘t.Now go," In* said to the boy ; “ gii and never look behig 
no matter what you hear." 

So the boy vent like tlie wind, having placed the bottle 
in hi.s pocket ; and when be came to the lone bush the horse S 
and gave such a jump that the ])ottle nearly fell, but tb 
caught it in time and held it safe and rode om Then he h 
cluttering of feet behind him, as of men in pursuit; but he 
’ turned or looked, for he knew it wa.s the fairies who were 
jhim. And shrill voices crie<l to him, Kide fast, ride fast, 
fip^l ia cast ! ” Still he ne\er turned round, but rode on^ an 
; fairy draught till he stopped at his 

and handed the potion to the poor si^rrowing wife. 


ei\e of it to the sic 


If ^ 

after wdiich he fell ipto a deep sleep 
though he knew every one around him, th^ power, 
gone^om him; and fr^^m that time to ' 

X fqon after, h e gey ex uttered Wo: 


man to drink, and sprinkled his;^ 

But when^ 












fate, ’'■and sorrow and death found him at last,' for tha^'^i^ 

privet is as the word of (jod. 


"''■ THE CLEARING FROM GUILT. 

iS'Prove iniiuCfnee nf a ciiino ii ci-rlain aiieiont form is ffono 
bongh, whirli Um' V"ld" ^ ‘"''i - 

rnnhaticallv— “ Tlir rf-arni^r,” It is a tearful oideal, and m- 
faLes are'kni-oMi <d men «lie have died of fear and trembling 
Smhavin,^ ,, arsed tlireu,!. llie le.r,„. ef the Inal. -"U i mno- ■ 

sat. And It 1 .? e.|ually terrible tor Ihe aecuoT us v'ell ns the 

"“Ont' certain .lav lived for the ordeal the neeii.eed eoes to the 

•hmclivard an.l cu'r. les are ay a .dtiill. Then, ve rapped in a white 
[beet, ind b.-ariim the skull lu hii haiul. Im pr-.eeeds to 
jfthe aecu.H.a, lehei,- a er.aat crowd has ns-enlbled ; for the IK«3 _ 
if “ A Cleariiiif ” spreaiis like wildliic, nii.l all tim people gather • 
LiheV winie.sls.Tthe,auvn Tie m, before the butt, so ; 

f4s acctiser, he kneels down ,u. hi- hale knee.., imik.es the stgll 

f the cross on his face, kis..es the skull, an.l pravs for .some time - ■ 

n suence ; the people aho wait ,i, silence, 1.11;;. m 1th awe and , 

teadu.it kn.. wing what the r.esnlt may he. 'Ihe.i the accuser, . 
hale and trenihling, fonvar.l airl .tan.ls h,,,.ide the kneeling 

wan' and with uplitltMl hand udjiin-.- liiiii to speak tlic tiiitli. On i. 

& the uc.'use,l .Mill kn.admg .ulI holding the .skid in h.s band, , 
kitters the iiioet fenifiil inipreealion known in tie; Irid; laiiguagte . 
Ct s ternbh.a,..hal Isiiwe of th.. Drill, ks, whieli is s... uwfu 
hZ h net er t et was put into king lash w.ir.La I h.; accused p av 8 
'hit if he fail t.) sp.atk Ihe iriilh all th.-. .sin,; .T the man whose . 
stolthe hokls mat he lai.l up.m his soul, aii.l a .1 the eiiis of lu3 _ 
S-fathers back tl Adam, a.i.l all tine pnni8h„ie,| due to them for 
^evil of their lUe,., an.l all iheir weakness add sorrow Iwth p - 
Idj and soul he lal.l on him la.lh in this life and m the life to - 
S for evermor,'. Rut if the acciis.T ha.s n.;euse;l fulselv and_ 
Ify malice, then may all tlm etil re.t on his he.id tlirougir this 
fa for ever, and ma? iii-s soul perish everln-stiiigly. ,, 

^-ffrouldbe iinno.ssible to de.smhe adequately - 

■ ' the as,sembkpe.;.ploli^j|^iMe terrible words, and ^ 

-• aileuce of the cru.aWWTiey wait to see the resii t, 

happens theinariPTfrito his knees after on >nprYal,^ 
ifOnoimced by the 'judgment nf the reoplej^^hj 

1 k ever again uttered against him, nor is he ahiinnw , 

■ W the, neighbours. But tlfe aCrUser is looked on witb^ 
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00 miseral3lo by the coldness and su4picio 
t, timny would rather suffer wrong than force tu 
to undergo so terrible a trial as “ The Clearing,^ 


THE HOLY WELL AND THE MURDERER'. 




the miraculous power ot the water is lo,>t sliould a thief or a h 


derer drink of it. Now a cruel murder hud been committen 
L/lVh; the mainland^ and llie pri(‘st noticed the people that if the n 
derer tried to conceal him.>elf in the island no one should haxj^ 
him or give him food 'U* drink. It happeiu'd at tliat time t‘ 
-was a woman of the island alllicted TMth pains in her limbs^ 
she w^ent to the Holy \\^ell to make the stations and say 
.-prayers, and so get laired. Hut many a day ]Uissed anrj still 
got no better, though slie went round and inund the well on, 
tViU* 'Knees, and reeite<l tlie ]>:iters and aves as she was told, 

Tbmi she ''Aent to tie- ]U’iest and t(.)ld liim the story, and ho^ 
^xd*<d^^®Hed at once tluit tin.' well had ht'eii polluted by the touC' 
Spine one wdio had committed a crime. >So be bade tbe wo 
' bring liim a bottle of the water, and slie did as be desired, h 
fUv' ^liaving received the water, he poured i|.' out, and breathed o 
three times iu the name of tbe Trinity^ wdn-n, lo ! the 
^^Hurned into blood. 

^ ‘‘Here is the evil,” cried the priest. A raiirdorer has 'Wo- 
y" his hands ill the wmlh” 

i He tbeii ordered her to make a fire in a circle, which she^ 
■ and he pronounced some words over it ; tlnd a mist rose u'fg^ 
t the form of a spirit in the midst, holding a man by the arm./ 
id , Behokl the murderer,” .said the spirit; and wTienthewo 
’^.do^ed on him slie shrieked— ^ ^ 

- ^Ht is my son ! my son ! ’ and she fainted. ^ 

, For the 'year liefore her son had gone to live on the d 
jlftjid, and there, unknown to bis mother, he had committed 
■eadful murder for which the vengeance of God lay 
Inind when she cam^ to herself the spirit of fiio murderer 

We. -mvl 

I;*'/' Oh, my I.^rd I let him go, let him go ! ” she cried, 
wretched Avomanl” ^nswmred the priest. _ 

, Interpose betw^een God {ind vengeance. Th 
forjn of your eon ; 1)iit before night ^ 

^ ‘ d tb,p and ju^yic^ eball he ” 




Y0gairied\ll 

f^e of its cures spread far and wide througli ftU 




LEGENDS OF INNIS-SARK. 

A WO^rAN’S CURSE. ' 


woman of the Island* of Innis-Sai'k wdio was 
^t^rmined tojake ivvonnre on a man herause lie called her by an 
na.mo, So slm went t-o the Saints Ahdl, and, kneeling 
took somOj^of the water and poured it on the ground in the 
of the devil, saying', “So may my enemy la' poured out likft 
helplfesv^ on the eai’th ! ” Then she went round tho 
^rell backwards on her kieses, und at eneh station she cost a 
||tpne iu the name of iho deml, and said, “So may the cnrsoduH 
and tlio power of tho devil cni>li him I ” Aftgr this sha 
^turned homo. 

klow the next morning thc're was a .■'tilT hreo/^e, and some of tfaS' 
were afraid to go out tishing ; but others said they woulc^, 
their luck, and amoncjst them was tin? man on whom the 
*^€d. But they had not gone far from land when the boat wa# 
^psized by a heavy squall.^ The tivshernitui, however, saved thena* 
gftlTes by swimming to s^mre; all except the man on whom the‘ 
reatedj and ht‘ sank hive lea<l to the bottom, and the wavefl^i 
him, and he was drowned. a. • ar 

^Ayiien the woman heard of the fate that had befallen bee 
she ran to tht* beach and clapped her hands with joy and' 
^^ted. And as she stood there lunching with strange and fg)rrici^ 
jmitthAbe corpse of the man she had cursed slowly rbse up from 
came drifting towards her till it lav almost at her. 
Oil this she stooped to feast her eyes ofi tho 
^ dead man, wlien staid of wind screatnedit 
l^iUier, and hurled her from the P'un^jSja^'hete she stood, ^ 
^ra.^ben the people ran in alU baste trace of her^ 

^^Aould be seen. The woman and the corpse of the man ebV 
disappejjt’ed together under the wavesy and were 
W^flgain from that time forth. 


woman in Shark Island was considered to hrfye 
over any one she dislik^.* One day a man called 
in. his onjer. Tito woman answered nothings 




braes backward on her knees, and eadi titaf 

®Xl'? " VC"/ '^®'-|}-fav‘%, “ So may the cuS 
W Ihen she returned home, and told the neonk i 

thre^ days, and tliey would see her words had po^wer O 
*!’e man was afraid to a:o out in his boat bea&se 
as he was walking- by t^'ll 

, had the witch-secret of evil, and slio was held in inncli fear 

S' A' , . 

■ fhe most effective wiiyTif iit-iKrnli/ing the evil influenee 

/ sp>t on the ob,eet and say, ti„d Mess it! " lint aZher m 
the f'""' 7 '‘.^"o"‘o'‘oihs peojde refuse, fearing to 

evi/ - '"“-Tf"'’'/’.-" tl'^or wnrit, whetlysr hr go 

that t W wil o/oV r V '‘''oiuting with i 

• per ,m “ t V I / stranger to spit on the all 

a 

V;f ‘ hA- °A'- a small day-seliool l,ad reason to thi'ni 

"'ala'ioftweheyears old. was bewitched, Mr 

for iVle A'nd’ihe:;:;/'" -'PP-^ >- 

1^^.' . sleep/ ■■'’'* '-'"'’"-o'' f"*- >nen. Go to your be. 

"dVai] “"V',‘r" 'r ravenous, 'for h 

^ up alJ the brea.l (hat his mother liad made foi the sel „1n,.c 


. ehe too U fr-n! jj'"' "‘""'r ''''''^ f'" '>"■ j, 

t etie took it from the men, and not a single eake was left ' 

'■ /V/il tfiit wilehcraft was nn tlie hoy, and sl,e stood’ In 

I my son! 'Pi‘ *>‘e fu. 

and he fie.l away, for he tl, ought she was mad. ' 

alie /ent for tlie priest, and his rmerenre noured 
water Ou.r him, aii.i laid Ins Lands upon his l,e„d y IiiM he pr^ 

" the. wileheraft was hrokei! a/d 

re-stored to his right mind. 

islanders Irelleve also that angels are consfautlv 

<Piiig8— the raiu, and the 'defe 
t? green crops come from their power; but tlie fairi^o 
"dV'l” do malicious tricks, and lame 





.fficacy. ^ ' ' "' "■'* "’>'^*™oua power and 

%Siiisga 

:?M:;re\t-:^ 

^%er7rV;7"'‘' 

>'tieraoe fi^i w,.s':,:';,iK';n,:i ":i:;;;;'C ;l;:; iih-r 


to dini'er, and lie must fv,, dowii and li.dp in tlie'krtcre7 -■ 

before him down into a irrea7‘' 

''" “™ “ ‘ij 

7r.r“^nn 1° 7)! ?" ro>uid, there 

Sm^ hung up by the arms, and an old man skinninif 

^^^0 Wand let the water boil,” said tbe^ o W^pl 



wiii'tRke a V li He 


oli'tag wiirtake a good while to,'bo%;-jvf.^v^ 
Me mts, and throw, her bto the pot.. , ^ 1 

iowever, the young fellow was so friglitened that he 
tot^oar speechless, and could neither move hand nor 
Hiet up, YOU fool.” .said another old man who seemed 1(5- 
Bjhe head oveV all t and l>e laughed at lum. ” )o your work %■ 
^Y%r mind; thi.s does not hurt her a hit. hen she w,a3 th$ 
in the world slie was a wicked miser, hard to the w«rl 
IsLruel and bitter in tier words and works ; .so now ^ 

Pore, and l.er s^nl will ne^ er re5t in peace, h.icau.se we shall cut i 
toym body in little hits, ami the soul will not be able to htid it,,,l> 
i^^wander'about in the dark to all eternity without a body. 

’4''' Then the voting man knew no more till he tound “ 

Vheautiful hallfw'here a hamiuet was lanl out ; but, in place of t 

ridd hag, the table vsas covered with fruit , and chickens, and yoj 
; thrkefs, tind butter, and cakes fresh from the ot^en, and crys 

>fT]|o,]i’“;t'down mid eat, ’’.said the prince, who sat at the top 
r» throne, with a red .s.isli round lus wai.st, and a ^ 

^Sead, down with this pleasant company and eat wit^^ 

yh°Aud^h ere were many beautiful ladi.'^ seated [""’’'t!, f 
r^oblemen, wdth red caps and sashes; and they all smiled 

' “No!’*’ .'aid the young man; “ 1 cannot eat with you, for I, 
5| DO priest Jiero to bless the food. Let me go in •.< 

Iv'-' ‘tNot at least till you taste our wine, said the prince wit 

r,... „p «;.i ‘.yiyU; 

%' with the bright red wmo, and gav e it lum ^ ^ - 

^ ■the sight of it tempted diim, and he could not h|Jp himsi^, 
fe drank it all olf without .stopping ; for it somned to him t 
lidelicioufl draught he ever had lu his whole life. , 

is- Eut no sooner had ho laid down the glass, than » 
PS'ifiunder shook the building, and all the lights went out, au 
^ffiiind him.self alone in the dark night lying under the 
Kk where he had cast himself down to .sleep, .red afte hm w 
®^Tie made his way home at bust ; but the f 2® i.o 
“^TOed iu his veins, and a fever was on hint mght and, W>. 
draught ; and he did* no good, ^it pined 
maiwion, though ho never found it 
^didi in Ijis youth, a warding to all who ^ 

drink of the.fiivy wine ; tor never more yiU 
po^nt, or he’fit for ftieii work, as 

them, wW^/ings 





L.EGENDS OF THE DEAD IN 




WESTERN ISLANDS. 

r young people die, eitlipr hien or -women, who were remati 
beauty, it is .siijiposed that tliey are carrie<i off by 
I to the fairy innnsioiis undor th*' earth, where they live hi.f, 
l^letupid palaces and ar^‘ uedded to fairy queens or princes. 
^metimes, if their kindred gn-ally desire to see thenq they 
^lowefl to visit the Kirill, tliougli no encliantmeHt has yet/beert^ 
Gi^twvered poiyerful enough to compel thenn to remain or resuniAvl 
^am the mortal lib*. 

^ ^j^5ometiines wlien the li.slnu’men are out they meet a strange boA® 
^Jled with ])ts:)ple ; and vhon tlioy look on them they know th^® 
^ey are the dead who luue heeif canie.i oil by tlu/ fairies wit|h'§ 
their wiles andKaiehuntnionls to dwell in the fairy palaces. 

One day a man was out fishing, but caught notlong ; and wtuj 
just turning home in de.'^pair at lii.^ illduek J^-he^l ho suddenly saty 
a boat‘with three persons m it; and it seemed to him that thejL^ 
Were his comrades, the \ cry men \^ho just a yhar before had beejo^ 
drowned in that spot, but who'-c bodies were ne‘V(‘r recovered, an<^^ 
he kntfw that ho looke(l updu the dead. Hut the men 
friendly, and called out to him ~ 

^ ,^‘Cast your line as we direct, and voii will haws lirck.-’ . a-. 
So he cast his line as they bade him, and presently drew up 
Bne fish, ^ 

■ Now, cast again,” they .said, *^and keep beside us, and row 
^ore, but do not look on u.s,” 

; So ho did as directed and hauled up fi.s}i after fish till his boai'l 
full, aiai then lie drew it up to the’landing-place. * 

Novk , they said, “ wait and see that no one is about before*'^^ 
flou land.” ‘ 

bfciO the man loolc^d up and down the shore, but saw no 
lie turned to land his tisli, as bfn, behold, the men and 
|cond boat had tanished, and he ^aw them no more. Ilowever^^'’ 
^^Janded his fish with much joy and brought them alf safelys 
tbough the wise people said that if he had not turned awaj^ 
boad that time.^but kept bis eyes steadily on the men tiUb’^^'* 
the enchantment would liaye been broken that held fh 
^ would have been restored to tha earti^j 
^:^d to their kindred in the island who mourned for 



Tp: DEATH SIGN, 







bile baid at lubt ; and '^\’hv do you stac 


'7 ‘<y' ‘ ^ 

Iiear the eound of low musicj-and 
at some distance a crowd of people daticin^ and ma) 
iry, And bhe p^rew afraid and turned her head away 
^See tbem.^ Then close by her stood a young man, pale and Btr%^ 
?T^Cj0okihg, and she beheld him with fear. 

S ^^^^^^Yho are you?” ’ ^■ 

beside me ? ” - 

‘'You ought to know me,” he replied, for I belong to 
VhV-A. place; but make habte now and come a^\ay, or evil will befa 

.V Then she stood up and was going away with him, when th 
crowd left oih their dancing and ran towards tliem crying — 
Come back ; come back , come back ! ” 

Don’t stop ; don't listen,” saidtbe wmng man,“ but follow nit? 
Then they bittli began 1o run, and ran eii until they reached 
hillock. ^ 

“ Now we are safe,” said he ; “ lliev can’t liarm us here.” An 
when they stop]ted he said to her again, “ Look me in the fai 
Y, h and say if you knoAv me now ’’ 

“ bio,” she nn^worod, “ you are a stranger to me.” 

^5;/' ^ Look again,” be said, “ look im* straight in the face and yo 
iv-’^C will know me.” 

k* /V Then she loolced, and knew instantly that lie was a man wl 
bad been drowned the year before in the dailc winter time, an 


, -‘T;" -I 




■c 


giCy' the waves had nevor ca^t up hi> body on the shore, 
threw up her arms and cried alou<l— 

' *^Have yon news of niv child ' ffa\ 


And si 


voif soeii lier, my fai 

‘ Wi 


'haired girl, that was stideii from nm this day seyeii years. 

.she come hack to im* never no imu'e ' ” 

I have seen her,” said the man, “ hut she will never con 
back, never more, for she has eiiTe^ii of the fairy food and ran 
now stay with the spirits iindi'r the smi, for she ])^dongs to the* 
body and soul. Lut go homo now, for it is late, and evil is ne: 
you ; and perhaps you v\ill uiot-t her sooner than you think.” 
Then as the women turned her face homeward, the man di 
i appeared and she saw him no more. 

/ ^Tien at last she reaiTiMl the tlire.sliobl of her hou^e a fear ai 
trembling came on her, and stie called to her husband that^P' 
stood in the doorway and she Could not pass. And with th 
down on the tliresliold on her face, hut spake no WO* 
And when they lifted her up she was dead. 


KATHLEEN. 



giryroin Innis-Sark had ft loyer, a 

c(Ptli-bYan accident *0 br gYeat? 










^BSBEixtKf 

i^fenitig’ at sunset, as 'she sat hjr the roadsidetcrj'ing.X^"'- 
Out, a beautiful lady cumo by all in white, and '’tapped' half''. 'f; 
‘ .e cheek. 

fBou’t cry, Kathleen/’ she said, '' your lover is safe. •Jus,t take 
rin^ of herbs and hxik thruuj^h it and you will see him. }J6 
vitli a grand company, and wears a golden circlet on his he3d 
a scarlet sash round liis waist.” 

Kathleen took the rmg of herbs and looked throiigli it, and 
yothere indeed was her lo\er in the midst of a great company dano 
'./yin^on the hill; and lie was y.-rv pule, but liaudsomer than ever, 

the gold circlet round liis head, as if they had made him a ji 
^ifyprilce, V. / ^ 

r'b 'dNow,” said the lady, “ Inuv is a larcer ring of herl's. Take it, 
wheneyer you want to see \our lover, pluck a leaf from it and 
^^^hurn it; and a great Miioke will ariM', and you will fall into a 
'■y=trai\co; and in. the trance \our lover will carrv you away to the -'y 
y fp,iry rath, and tleno^ you may dance all iiii^dit with him on the* 
greensward. But suv no prayer, and inalo^ no sign of the cross ;v 
P. while the smoke is lining, or }our lo\er will disappear for 
^yever.” * ^ ' "1! 

From that time a great clianer came over Kathleen. Sne said-p 
fito prayer, and Ciired for no iiiie.st, and never made the sign of theF ’r/ 
cross, fail every ni>^]it .^liiil le-r^rlf up in her room, and burned 
leaf of the ring of lierbs .die had b-Mui told; and when the 
5v'\enioke arose she fell into a de(‘]i sleep and l:new no more. But in 
'./dhe moaning she told her ])eo}de that, though .die seemed 

1 " l}dng in her bed, she was lar a\\ay ’^mtli the fairies on the 
g. dancing with her lo\er. And slie^yrnsvery happy in her new life, 
hand wanted no nor praver nor mass any more, and all the-t 
^'^dead were there diincilig with the re^t, all the people slje had 
^known ; and they welcointd her and gave lum wine U) drink in . 
little crystal cups, and told luu’ she must soon come and stay with . 
them and with her lover for e\erinore. 

' Now Kathleens motlu'r was a good, hone.st, religious woman, , 
and she fretted much o\er her daughter’s .strange state, for she 
knew the girl liad been fairy-srruek. So she determined to watch ; 
and one night when Kathleen went to her bed as usual all alone 
cby herself in the rijom, for '-he would allow no one to be with her. , 
s^t’t:]re mother crept up and looked through a chink in the door, anu,et|^ 
Eeihen she saw Kathleen talm the round ring of herb.s from a secret,'^ 
in the press and pluck a leaf from it and burn it, on whicbf^ 
/fy.ft ‘ip^at .smoke arose^and the girl fell on her bed in a^deep tranc^^ 
yt-/ ''^o'vv the mother could no longer keep silence, for she saw 
yr^wia devil’s w’ork’iu it; and she fell on her knees and 

mSn-. ... . , 

-6 evil spirit af'ray from the cl 


4 . 










came a little old man, the ugliest, most misahajl^^ 
that could be imagined. ^ ^ 

thank you, Hugh,'’ ,said the imp, r^iilte politely; 
cft-rried me nicely; for I am weak on tlio limbs inde-ed.^e| 
mEv'l nothing to speak of in the way of legs : but I’ll pay you weHry: 

fellow; hold out vour two liands/’ and the little 
®lfd down gold and gold and gold into tliem, bright goldQai,;^S 
IfetKas. “ Now go,’’ said lie, “ and drink my health, and makd-V 
I^Ti^elf finite pleasant, and don’t be afraid of anything you 

the*y all left him, except the man with the cocked hat apd^ 
She sash round Ins waif't. 

|^-“'Wait here now a hit,” says he, “ for Finvurra, the king, 
pebtning, and his wife, to see the fair. ’ • y'J 

KCAs he spoke, the sound of a horn wigs heard and up drove a-J 
55f,c6ac^ and four white lutrse'^, and out of it steppea a grand, gmvo e 
?v.‘gonfleman all in hlaclv and a beautiful lady j>’ith a silver veilov^i’; 

If her face. m • i t r i ' 

Here Flnvarra himself and the queen, sanl the little 
but lliiirh was ready to die of fright when Fm^arra abked^ 
What brought tins man here r ” 

S^.Wndthe king frroMied and h-oked so black that Hugh neaJ«j 
hhil to the ground with fear. Then they all laughdl, and lauahWy 
ho loud that everytliing seemed sliakiiig and tumbling down fronjy 
lau^ter. And the dancers came up, an<l they all danoei 
|‘rpu<td^gli, and tried to take his hands to make him dance witj^ 

$tem. 0 , , , ’f 

k' « you know who these p(Mjp]c are ; and the men and wom^ 
&bo are dancing round you ^ ” a.-FH the old man, Lcaik well/' 

Sflva you ever seen them before i t i i ^ " 

when Hugh loiFnl he saw a girl that hfui died the yea^.^ 
then another ami another of his friends that he knew llftd-K 
l^ed long ago ; and tluui lie saw that all the dancers, men, women,; 
girlS) were the dead in tbeir long, ^^hite slirpuds.^ And h^ 
to< escape from them, hut could not, for they coiled round;' 
®ua, and danced and laughed and seized his arms, and tried tO;; 
him into the iFiice, and their Inugh seemed to pierce tlirougl^ 
brain and kill lum. And he ftdl down before them there, liK^j 
i fa'mt from sleep, and knew no more till he found himself 
X lying within the old stone circle by the fairy rath 
Stdl it was all true that he had been wdth ibe fair2^ 
^^Id deny it, for bis arms were- all black with the toup 
of the dead, the time they had tried to draw 
' ^ I but not one. bit all the red gold, ’vyhich the 



Vent ia^ly'to hi3 Lome, fR* no\v he 
had mocked him and punished him, because he tr^tihi ^ 
revels on Xovember Eve — tliafc one night of all 
P^j^Vrhpn the’dead can leave their graves and dance in the modhfighj^ 
the hill, and mortals should stay at home and never dare"' 
^^o.Jook on them. ‘ “ ecS 


THE DANCE OF THE DEAD, 


■ 

It is especially dangerous to b(‘ out late on the last niglitij 
■of November, for it is tho closing scene of the re\els— the last^ 
..rught wlien the dead have leavt^ to dunce on the hill with 
'fjiiries, and after that they niii^t all go back to their graves atnj'^ 
' lie in the cliiU, cold earth, without music or wine till the nej;t.^ 
_No\ ember comes round, wlmu they all s])riiig u}) again iu their ;d 
ehrouds and rush out into the moonlight with mad laughter. 

One Novemht^r niLdit, a woman of Sharli; Island, ('oming home'V 
)ate at the hour of the dead, grew tired and sat down to rest,;^ 
when presentlv a yoitiig man came up and talkf-d to her. ’ 

'*^\ait a hit,'’ he said, “ and you will gee llm most beautiful T} 
?^'N'daneing you ever IooIomJ on tlieis^ by the sidi- of the liilk" ^ " V 

• . And siie looked at liim steadilv. He was verv pale, and seemed^^r 
'"'sad. ‘ ‘ • A;? 

Why are you so sa(l : ” she asked, and as -[iale as if you/'"^ 




(] 


■. .v 


were dead P ” 

d‘ Look well at me,” he answered. Do you imt know me T 
Yes, I know you now,” she said. 'You are young Dlleu thaty| 
- V 'Iva.s drowned la.st year when out lishing. What are you bore for P 

‘^Look,” he. said, “at the side of the hill and you will see',wby'‘g| 
I am here.” ' V® 

And she looked, and saw a great company dancing to sweeth^^ 
music; and amongst them were all the H(*ad who had died 
loil^ as she could remember— men, woimei, and children, all‘*imi^ 
V’hite, and their faces were pale as the moonlight. _ 

y ‘‘Now,” said the young man, “ run for your life; for if onc^A^ 
/^ . the fairies bring you into the dance you will ne\er be able 
y : leave them auy mure.” 

But while they were talking, the fairies came up and dancei 
^i^aud her in a circle, joining their hands. And she fell to 
^;^ouud ill a faint, an<l knew no more till she woke up inAb 
ji^^UDrnmg in her own bed at home. And they all saw that 
'•^face was pale as the dead, and they knew that she had 
So the herb doctor was sent for, and every 
save her, but without avail, for just as the moon rose.^ 
low music was heard round the house, 
the woman she was dead. ^ C' * _ ‘'?i ^ 



in a'lmid voice, “Take care of «e 'vfttw, 
the Irid,, “Awy with yourself from thg .;-^ 
y the of the dead last buried Sre hen ^ 

id it would he dangerous if the water tell on , 

, night a ev Oman suddenly i 

ut th.nltnie of the wanung won . | . 

of n person in pain, but no om ^^as seen. 
,„oht a hlack liunh entered the hou-se, IniuM ^ 
•aided, an.l it lav .hmn moaning by the hearth 

'vail knew this wins thosnirit that had been , 

lian. An<l tlnw earned the dead lamb out ■ . 

tn{:n:r;.;:inidhappe..ed.n.^ 
Sleatwassmit for and iinaU^ ‘tie black lamb ' 

Mbe- spirit of the ' ' J 1 ,,^ 

^toeared no more it had been laid „ 

^^L?r™owu' hands 'deep m tlte earth aiJ covered with the 


^■■Befoi'C' an uecldent happens to a boat, or "• / 

&mu.sic IS often beard, as ,f under the wa r '' ' « 

Eious liinentations, and tlnn every one in p. , iries, ‘t 

fel»'«e.e.rW,.;nOle,e«s^^ 

pii* "v“ 1":,' r:x:r5diioi,rt;r.i 


^'Vperstitions concerning the dead. . 

S€SSSi0.=S I 

Gather Igathi ! gather." ;\1ule a secre 
1^'used which none hut the initiated know. ■ ^ 

is to facilitate rtJbberies. If f ^ 
neither wind nor water onn ■etMjfDi^ it 
^wijA-’tbe inma^w^ 













family'^^ied tliis charm fOr fun, tbinmn^.,s|^ 
of one of her fellow-servants, and next mornnig 
asl<ed the result. 

^■v “Throth, ma'am,” she answered, “there never 
|?^fOQiiBh trick, for it was of the master himself I was dreamit 
ffnijHit, and of no one else.” • .. 

Soon after the lady died, and the cfirl, remembering her 
f;watched her opportunity to tie a pn'ceof skin taken from a 
recently buriea round tlie arm of her master while lie slept, 
kthie he hecame violently in love with the pirl, though she-.^^g 
exceedingly uglv, and within the yearlu' married her, hiS 
the while remaining fervent and unchanged. - - '■ r 

, But exactly one year and a day after Inu marriugti her hedrop'^S 
took hre hy accident, and the stri]) of skin, whicli she had 
^'carefully hidden in her wardrobe, was burnt, along with 
" grand wedding-clotlnss. Immediat^'ly the magic yharni 
broken, and the hatred <»f tlc' f^eiitleman for liis lnw-Lorn 


" grand wedding-clotless. Immediat^'ly the magic yharni 
broken, and the hatred of tlc' f^eiitleman for liis low-Lorn 
■ became as strong as the ln\e lie had once felt for her. 

- In her rage and grief at linding iKithiiig* but eoklness and insuj||^ 
u'fiho confessed the whole story ; and, in consequence, the horror 
'miispired amongst the people was sii great that no one would 
her wdtli food or drink, or sit iienr her, or hold any intercour.se 
her; and she died miserably and half mad before the second 
kwas out — a w'auiing and d terror to all w'ho work spells in 
' name of the Eyll One. ; 0^ 


THE FENIAN KNIGHTS. 


A IJOiKXn U? Tlin WEST. ' 

There is a fort near the* Killeries in Oonnemara called 
Kceran. One day the powerful chief that lived there invite4^5^^ 
- 'great Fionii Ma-Conl, with his son O-car and a hand?of 
’’ ktughts, to a gi’eat banquet. But wdieii the guests arriyed.j,‘ib^^ 
Sjffofipd no chairs prepared for them, only rough benches 
'lOpiaced round the table. ' ‘ ^ 

So Oscar and his father would take no place, hut stood 
fTng*, for they suspected treachery. The knights, however, 
MQthmg, sat down to th^ feast, but Avere instantly 

so firmly by magic, that they could neither 

^^ jl^en.PiorLn began to chew his thumb, from 

of The future, anibv hi3 magic 



th^ey tnust all dte^ foi' 

Iji&^Tia-Keerftii only to bo slain by their treatuhei^ii^j^ 
P^Muulesg the \varrior was killod and ids blood 

enian knights, thoy must remain fijed on ihe wooden"'^? 

pMhe-lior ever. }d' 

of the Tdon hpa\1 rudiiMl foith to the encounter. And^ y,' 
^^TOKUn^his spt'ar at tho mii^litv hurseinan, and they fought des- 
^^^t^till tlie setting of tin sun Tlum at last Oscar triumphed ; -y^ 
’^vva^s his 5 and In* cut off the lipad of his ad\eisiu\, and 
'It on lus sppar all hl»‘ediiig to tin* fort, where he let the 
dj^p down upi'ui the hcnian Iviiighls that were transfixed bv 
'On tliis tlmv at oner sprang n]) fn-e and scatheless, all 
One, for on lain nnbap]»il\ no blood liad fallen, and so he^, 
^refiiaineii fixed to the heneh. lli'^ eompunionH tried^ to ilrag hinj 
by main force, but us tlc'y <lid so tin* skiii of His tliiglis was . 
the ])enc]i, and In* was lilo* to <lm. ^ 

^^fhen tin*} bilhsl a slmnp, and wranpnd tlm fii'ece round him 

from tin* animal to lii'al bun. i'so In* was cured, but e\er^ - 
Iter, strange t>» rolati*. .so^en stone <-f wool w^V^ annually slioru 
hjs body as long as he lived. 

O' ' 


The manner in wlnoh kioiin f-arm'd thom\steryof obtaining 
ffelsriom from his tlmmb was in this A^ no*. 

iwk'Yt liappeiio'l one turn* wlmii In* was (pnte a youth tiiat he wa? .y, 
prisoner by a onoH*v*d ynaiil, who at first was going to kiU 
but then lie elianc’ed liis mind and sent him to the kitchen 
tho dinner, ^'ow tlimv was a great and splendid salmortr;y> 

^ling on the tiiv, and tin* iiiant 'Uid -- • , ir. * ' "k 

^f*'■T^"atcll that salmon till it is done ; but if a single blister ri^a 

skin vou sliall be kille 1.” , 

^^'811 tlio giant tlirew bim^.df dnwn t') sleep while wonting tor 

i^^a^rionn woitcbed tlie salmon with all bis eyey but bis 
' saw a blister rising on the hoautdul siher skin of tlie fish, 

his fright and eagi'rness he pre^sCvl his thumb dowui on it ^ 
|%tten it: then the pain of the burn being great, be clapped 
thumb into his mouth and kept it there to suck out the tjre. . 
be drew it bact, bowowei, ho found, to lus surprise that Im 
id fi knowledge of all that wois going to happen to him, and a 
of what he ought to do. And it came into his mind 
Tif he put out the giant’s eye with «n iron rod heated in 

could e.scape from fhe monster. 8o he lieattA the rod^i 
IfSile the giant slept be plunged it into his eye, and befoi^ 
being recovered from the shock, Fionn es^xied^, 

'S' Wk safe amonget his own people, tb^Femwi 






®KQ 'fitr$nger 9 1001*6. T . ; 

SMere have great faith in the power of the virgLn^aTjff^^ 
;yOrd Himself toll St. l^ridget that Ilia mother had a tlirone;^ 
ill near His own ; and whatever she asked of God 
, espcciallv if it was ,inv grace or favour for the Irish , 
hecaiise lie held them mffreut esteem on account or their 


^T^feecaiise lie held them m 
good works. 


THE DEAD SOLDIER. ^ 

rtMRl'is an island in tin' Shannon, and if a mnruinid is seen gietl 
Loathe roeks in the sun.-hinn, llie people know that, a entne ^ 
uTLeen rominitted somnwhere near; for she never appears buOc^ 
^flonnee ill-lnrk, and sin' ha.s a spite against mortals, 

iiMces at tlinir misfortunes. 

One day a voung tisherman wa.s drawn 'e toward^^l 

tS ifiland, and he name on a l"nn strealt <'t red blood, and had tOvjJ 
ill his boat thnugli it till be reaehwi tlie rocks where the 
[aid^waa seiitcl ; and tlmn tin' boat went round and round aa mm 
ttiiirlpooh and sank down at last under tlm wares. 

''Still lie did not hwe eon.seiouMiess, lie looked round ami 
i'Lbe was in a beautiful country, with tall plants growing all 
W’r it; and the mennaid came and sang .sweetly to luni, and^^ 
ff6Te?bim wine to drink, but he would not taste it, for it waft;^ 
i like blond. Then be looked <lown, and to his horror lie 
tidier h-ing ou thetloor with liiS throat cut ; and n] ro'ind him -,^ 
S a poo'lof Woo.1, and lie remembered no more till he found 
®elt again in bis boat drifting again.st a burncane, aiid’sud'- '.X 
ianly he was du.slied upon a rock, where Ins friends who were m-, t 
Si of him found him, and carried him home, Ihere he heard J 
fteange thing : a soldier, a deserter from the Atlilone panaclfs, 
^ng pursued luid cut his throat ami flung himself over the bridge.,^! 
ifthe river; and thi.s was the very man the young hsber liA^,yi, 
to IvincT a CM?pse in llic mermnidV cav»\ After this he had 
to or comfort till he went to the priest, who exorcised^hi^ 
^^ave him ah^diftion : and thnn tlie wicked siren of the Jocks 
him no more, though she still haunts the islands 
$ppn and tries to lure vic^ms to their de^h. ^ 






I’e nttrse ask what she pleased. ^ We. 

"e three thinj^s for ray* sons and their race — luc^ 
lenrniijrr, and luck m gambling/* which thingi^^ 
id to this day the family are the ricl^eet^ the 
dciest in tlie ^vll(^le neighhourhood, Tllfey win ' 
id at e\erv ra||^ l)ut always by fair play £lik 1’ 
and net the^iest luinself can lient them at/ 
nil every one knows that the power comas to*^ 
w g-ift^thoiigli nnod luck comes with it and not ^ 
rork of their hands has prospered through every 
le day of the d'hree Wishes. 


'' ' the fairies AS‘FALLEN angels. ^ '' 

^ 

rifE i.slaiidi'i like all tile 1 risli, he]le\ e that the fairies are the 
alien an.'od.s who \s(‘re east down Iw tin* Loi^l (okI out of lieaTen ; 
‘or their sinful prnh*. And soinr fell into the sra, and some oil * 
he dry land, and .soiiio hdl deop down into hell, and the devib', 
2;ives to tlesst^ kii<o\ledo(‘ and ]»owor, and sends them on earth 
;\;here tlnw woik inneh toil. Ikit ilic fumes of the earth and thoyi 
4re mostly geiulo and hiMintiful ereaturcs, wlio will do 
jarm if they aio lot alone, aiul ullowod to dance on tlu' fairy ratha 
ft , the moonlight to tlioir own s\\(‘ot innsic, mi<listurhod by the 
Dreecitce of mortals. As a rule, the people loolt on tire as the 
j[re|it'prestn'yati\e against wileliernlt, for the de\il luis no power/- 
«cept ill tile dark So tlio\ put a live coal under the eliurn, an4 ; 
jthy ovaye a lighttMl wi.^p of stiaw above the cow’'s head if the' 
^seems sickly. Ihit a.s to tlio pigs, ihoy take no trouhk*, for 
pwV ^ay t’ne de\il has no longor any power o\er them no'yv 
^Cn they light a candle thoy cioss tliem>el\e8, because the evil--' 
Mtits are then clearing out of the house in fear of the light.- ^ 
fee and Holy Water they ladd to It' sacred, and are powertul ; 
the best safegininl against all things e\il, and the surest teat’ 
of suspected witchcraft. 


THE FAIRY CHANGftLlNG. J 

h^yentiTg, a h^an was coming home late, and die pasnsed a 
Btood by a window, talking. ' 

Jftt ' t'be. 



down BO 

¥w -f n * f sJeep, iwd it -(ras draped all 

w,,Wait, said tlio other, “till you have haci some 


i 1 ^ x' y- 111, vnu nave iiaa eome food/aSm^ra 

^'^to the fairy queen, as I promised, in place of the dB^Ml 
ipl nt have laiil in the cradle hv the nurse. AVait alsodtu^ls 
OTi^ risB», and then you slml|||^ave the payment whi(t'^'|v ^^ 

They (hen both turned from the window. Xow tlie 
at there was some devils majrie in it all. .'Vnd wlien the 
rned away he crept up dose to the open wimlow and ptit^ 
md 111 and .seized the .slee],ing child and drew it out qtiie^ 
ithout ever a sound. Then l,e made off ns fast a.s he coUlijIS 
s own hoine, befure the women could kno^v*ant tiding ahou^ 
;d handed the child to hi.s mother'.s care. Now ‘the niother^ 
iffry at first hut winm he told ^er the .sforv, .she belieied -hM 
la put the baby to s'leep— a lovely beautiful bnv v ith 
:6 an angel. ^ 

Next morniii!:: there was a creat commotion in fin* Mllaget'-fol 
e news .spread fh,j the hr.sfd.orn .son of the great lord of 
ace, a lovely, healthy child, died .siiddeidv in the night, >viflioul 
er having had a .sign „f .sickness, AVheil th-v looked at hira'M 
e morning, iJiere he laid dead in hi.s cradle, and he was shrii^ffl 
d wizened Irke a little old mini, and no leaiiitv wa.s .seen on hi® 
y more. ,So ereut laiiientmion was heard mi all .sides, andi.® 
lole country gathered to the wake. .Vmoiig.sf them cqme-t^ 
uug man who had ciiiried off the cliikl, and when he lookediol 
s littie wizened thing in the cradle he laughed. Now'thl 
rents were angrv at lu.s Imighter, and wanted to turn him'’oiit;'i 
But he said, ‘ A\ „it, put down a good tire," and they did s^-il 
Ihen he went over to the cradle and said to the hideous litl^ 
lb a loud voici? bcfi'uv all the ptYjple — 
you don’t rise up tliis minute and leave the place, I 
rn }ou on the lire for I know riglit well wlio you are.'^a^li 
]ere you came from.’’ “ ‘ 

it once the child sat up^feud hegon to griu at him ; and ^ 
■usn to tho door to get away; hut the man caught hold^bf 
1 threw It on the fire. And the moment it felt the heitfe^ 
ned into a black kitten, and flew up the chimm^y and wa5 ^ 
more. \ ^ 

Chen tim man .sent word to his mother to bring the oth^V“fl 
0 was f5iind to be the true heir, the lord's own son Sd'® 


... ^ Cl uAvn you. Ov J 

1 great rcioicing,_ftid the child grew up to he a great 
5 /pd. when liis time came, he ruled wmll over the eatafSi 

S ndant.9 are living to this day, for all ftiincfjS 
Slter Be was saved from the'fairieso ‘ f. F®* 




FAIRY WILES. 


the fairies steal awa} a lieauliful mortal child liieyv]^ 
widened little creature in its place. And these fat 
^g^liiigg pmv up malicKiu^aiid wicLd, and liave ^uraoio 
petite?, llie inihup]i_\ parents often tiy the test ef tire foi* 

[}^ in this \A ise— plac'in^ it in thecentnnif the cabin, they lighL 
round it, and fully r\pect to see It changed into a sod of turfi 
pt if the cliild survives tin' ordeal it is accepted as one of tJtC 
hlily, though ^ery grudgingly ; and it is generally liattal by 
> neighbours for its impish y ays. Hut tlie children of the bidW! 
a mortal iifother are uhviivs cle\er and beautiful^ oinj 
Socially exrsd in music and dancing, dliey are, bowevel^^ 
p^^sionatf^ and yiltul, and lia\(‘ strange, moody fits, when tbaj^> 
368ire solitielf abo\(* all tilings, and seem to bold conyerse 
^eeen sp^jimal bnings. 

'Fine }HUiig peasant women are often carrirnl off by the' fairi^ 
td nurse their little fairy juogoiiy. Hut th? woman fs allowed fi* 
come buclv tr> her own intaiit aftor suiisol. lloweyer, on enterings 
the house, the hiishand inii^i at oiks' thir)A' lady water over hefd 
In the naino of (lod, when vht' will he re'^tored t|||her own shapd,"^ 
For sometinu's >]io eonirs with a hi''siiig noiS(j Jihe as('i'])ent; 
ihe a])penrs blaeli:, and sliioudt'd liko one from the doad ; andj 
lasfly, in lu'r own sha])e, when she takt's her old place by tlio fym 
ftnd nurses lier hah\ ; and tho liushand must us]{ no questiona, bti*! 
give her food in silence If she falls u, sleep the tinrd night, ttltj 
will be well, for the liiisband at once ties a rlil thread ffcropa 
door, to prevent the fairies coming in to carry lier off, and if tlia^ 
t-Iiird night ])nssfs o\er safely the fairies liu\e lost their poW8& 
K^r hei fur esennore, ^ 




SHAUN-MOR. 


A LKOEND OF IN\I8-SABK. 


islanders bel^ve tirmly in the existence of fairies who live 
caves by the sea — little men about the height of a sod of tif 
ti) come tint of the fissures of the rocks and are bright-' 
w’earing green jackets and red cap<|fand ready enoug 
(p ^ny one they like, though often very malicious if otfejicfC 



.^v 


lie cried aloud ; and 


seolfet^of power^ sd 

pg tntimpb OTer his euemies j and even as to the^f^^ 

g ^n^^vise as any of them, and could fight half a dofeij of^ 
her, if he were so minded, and pitch them into the 
gle them with seaweed. So the fairies were angered 
and presumption, and determined to do him a malicious 
tliem^elves when^hey were up for fun. 
plight when he was^returning hom.u Im suddenly ,.aw a r^eat riV&a 
Sfc'Jhet ween him and his hou'^e. " ^ 

, 'How slmll I gag acro-s now! 
an eagle came up to him, 

V t!?g* Sliauii-Mi.v,'’ s«,.l the “ l.uf .rpt on my bft6& 
'panel 1 II carry you safely.” ' " 

I ^haun-!Mor mnunted, and tliey jlew right up ever sf) high.^ 
nitill at last tlio ( ag-l^ tumU.al liii'ii oil l,v tlin salo of a sreat 
^yp^ountain in a place he had ne\rr >een Ijidore. g 

“Tliis ia a bad trn.’k ym bavo plavo.! me," ,-nid .ShaiDi , " tell me; 
' 'pwhere J am now : ’ p 

y “ You are in the irKMii," said the ea^lo, “ and eot down the best 
-■wav you can, for now I miHt he off; s,, good'-hve. Mind vott 
dont fall eiif the edp\ (food-live," .and with that the eaula 
disappeared. ^ ® i> 

^ Jiast then a c*ft in the roi k opened, and out came a man as pale 
,pb8 the dead witli a reaping-lio.dc iu ln.^ haurl. p" 

‘gVhat hrings y.iu here''-" aaid he “Ouly the de.ad enm 
phere, and he IooIom] tixedly at Sli:Luii->r(')r su that he treinhled^^ 
Ifke one already d_\ ing. j 

“0 your wovdiip/’lie ,^aid, “ 1 lit,^ farfroin lieiv. Tcdl nie how 
i am to g'et down, aiid help nn.* 1 ht-'S^f'di you.” , 

i that I will/' said tlu' pah'-faend nmii “ Ih^re is the^help^ 

giveyvog,’ and with that he gave him a blow ^mth tlie reaping-, 
hook which tumhled Shaun riglit ov(U' tie* edge of tlu' moon; and\ 
^;he fell and fell ever so far till luekdv he cuine in the mid.st 
K'Jock of geese, and the old gander that was leading stonned 
him. ^ 

|v- What are you <lomg here, Shaun-Mor ? ” said he, for I 
%0U well. I’ve often .sem you d-nmi in Shark. What will yoi^ 
l^ife say when slie hears of your being out so late at 
^^ndenng about in this way. ‘it is yory disivputable, and no 
^l^.tlght up gander ■would Mo the like, much les.^ a man* I 
;lS^pfiied of von, Shaun-Mor.” • ’ 

1^' 0 jour Lonour,” ^id the poor man, '' it is an evil turn of;! 

wntches, for they have done all this ; but let me jmst get'M 
njtr back, and if your honour brings me safe to my o^va 
grateful to every goose and gander in i' 



clatter over Shaun ] l)ut h# couldn’t 
0 its back, so he cuiirrht hold of one leg, and he 
iiit dowji and down tdl (hey came to the sea, ' ' 
o,” said the gander, “ and find your way Ifonie tho'^ 
nan, for, T ha\e l<io a ^reat deal of tiifie-wifh , 
lust he away; and he shook ofif Shann-Mor, who''^ 
n down into 1ll^' eea, and wlien he was almost, dea<l:‘ 
came ."ailing lo, and llappisj him all o\er with its 
V no nioo' 111 ! hr opi*ne(i his eves lying on the grasi^/ 
d b\ a iinnit .>tnn(*, mid his wife was .standing over 
^hitiialrenchlng him with a ureal pail of water, and finpping his face 
her apron. 

,iLiid then he told Ins wib* tie* whole .story, which he said 
as gospfd, hut I don I think she htdieved a wool of it, thouglp 
gfidie wa.s afi'aid to let on the lilo' to Shann-Mnr, a\ ho allirms to this' 
|4?ylhat il wois all tin' w'ork of the fanies, (hough w iclied jieople * 
;3Iiiglit laiiyli and jf*er and sll^ he wars drunk. 


and he shook ofif Shann-Mor, who-t'e 
u' sea, and when he was almost dea<l:‘'^ 
0, and llappi'd him all o\er with its , 
Ilf opmie(i his eves lying on the grasi^/ 
("lie, and his wife was .standing over 
■eal }iiiil of water, and finpping his face 


THE CAVE FAIRIES. 


Tlir: ddbVJ'ILV-l)l>l)ANANN. 


jjr is htdleved hy many jieople that the ca\e fairies are the 
.Remnant of tin' ancient d'lmtlia-de-Damiinis who once ruled, 
pjeland, but wtue coutpieivd by lln^ Milesians. 

/These Tuatlia were^ri'iit necromancers, skilled in all magic, and^ 
TOCellent in all tlie arts as huihh'rs, ]iO('ts, and musicians. At first 
H^q Milesians were going Or deMroy them utti'rly, hut gradually''-^; 

so fascinated and captnaied in the gifl.s niid powvr of 
^atha that they allowed them to remain and to build forts, 

they h^d lii^i festiral wnth music and singing and the ee'A 
of the bards. And tlu' breoil o^luir.ses they reared could 
™t‘be surpa.ssed in the world— fieet a.s the wind, wnth the arched® 
?4iftciand the broad chest and the quireriiig nostril, and the largo")^ 
that sliow’cd they were made of lire and fiame, and not of duJl^ - 
^eavy earth. Aiid*fhe Tiuitlia made .stables for tliein in the great 
Ijeis of the hills, and they were shod with silver and had golden 

and never a shue was allowed to ride them. A splendid^VJ 
was the ca\alcade of the Timthanie-Danann knightp*^ 
en-scoro speeds, each with a jewel on his forehead like a st^^, ' 
,^Ven"fiTOre horsemen, all the soirs of kings, in their 
fringed with g-old, and golden helmets on their haaQ,j 
v^pn fhe;ir limhaiand each knight haTing,i|i 


and'moJ^ 


^^jatfcuts they could resist the power of death. 


p^ ' EDAIX THE QUEE^^ 

f Now it happened that the hing of Munster one day ga^ 
beautiful girl bathing, and he loved her and made her his qu^ 
And in nil the land wa.s no woman so lovely to look upon asd 
fair Edaln,and the fame of her beauty came to the ears oEi 
weat and powerful chief and lung of the Tiuitha-sle-ltanann, Altt 
by name. So he disguised liimself and went to the court of t 
king of Munst^m, as a wandering bard, that lie might look on 1 
beauty of Edain. And he cliallejiged the king to a game of ch^ 
, \Vho this man that I should play che.ss with him t ’saidl 
kihg. 

’ ‘‘Try me,’’ said tlie stranger; “ you will find me a worthy fo 
Then the kintr sail~“But the \'liess-hoard is in the quee 
apartment, and J cannot disturb her.” ^ 

h However, w'hen tlie queen heard that a stranger liad challen^ 
the king to cheSxS, she sent her page in with tlm chess-board;,^ 
then came herself to greet the stranger. .Viid Midar W'as 
dazzled with her lieauty, that he could not spealv, he could oi 
gfttzo on her. And the <'jiieen also seemed troubled, and aftej 
Kine she left them alone. 

“ Now, what shall w*? play for ? ” asko<i llie king. 

: “ I^et the conqueror name tlie reward,” answered the strang 
and whatever he desirtes let it he granted to luni. 

Agreed,” replied the monarch. 

Then they played the game and the stranger won. 
y y*/ AAdiat is your demand now f ” cried the king. “ 1 have gil 
Si^tvord that wdiate\er \ou name shall he yours.” . 

yA'I demand the Eady Edain, the queen, us^iy re^Pvaial,” replj 
stranger. “ But J shad not ask you to give her up to ms-'i 
jJi^S day year.” And the btranger depar^id. ^ ^ 

?ANow tile king was utterly perplexed and confounded, hut 
rook good note of the time, and on that night just a twelvemot 
IHeEhe made a gi-t^at feast at Tara for all the princes, and, 
three lines of liis chosen warriors all round the palacO;,;^ 
any stranger to enter on pain of death. So all oM 
iiG thought, he took his place at the feast wit]^ 
Edain beside him, all glittering with 
|™iWl on her head, and the revelry w^eht on till 

horror, the king looked tTp^nud there stood tli^ 
t'he hall hut no jiufl -saemed ^ 




fencbaiitMent' i , 

she eame tc> liim^ and he lifted her up on hf4^&3^ 
her tenderly, and hroiiglit her hnck safely to MsrOyS| 
Tara; where they lived happily ever after. 

soon after the power of the Tuatlia-<]e'Danann was 
“^fcfbvever, and the remnant that was left took refuge in the'^<^ 
^q^owhere they exist to this day, and practise their magic, and 
^;'^efpells, and are safe from death until the judgment day. 


THE ROYAL STEED. 




Of tlie great hfeed of splendid horses, some remained forsedettf, 
centuries, and weiv at once kmown by tlieir noble sliapo' aS^ 
^qualities, Th(‘ last of them belong. d to a great lord in Connaiiglit 
i^'and when lie died, all liH etfects being s.dd by auction, the roy&J 
steed came to tlie liammer, and was bought u}) by an emissarj^i^ 
^;\,dhe English (Enernment, who wantecl to gpt possession of a 
Sgt,; men^of the magnitieent ancient Irisli breed, in order to liAVe'''S 
transported to England. 

Rtd when the groom attempted to mount the liigli*.spixi|j^ 
^kjv-animal, it reared, and threw llie ha.'^e-b.u’ii churl violently to 
ground, killing him on the spot. 

Then, beet ns the ^\ind,Tlie horse galloped away, and finaltl 
plunged into tlie lake and was setui no mor.\ So ended the 
race of the mighty Tuullia-de-])unann liorses in Ireland, 

which has never been seen since in all the world for maje^ 




' Sometimes tlie cave faine-^make a straight path in the sea 
on® island to another, all paved with goral, undei^ the wate^ | 
"^‘■no one can tread it except the fairy racm Ei.shermen coming^jiif 
at night, on looking down, have frequenth seen them 
re-pa§sing— a black band of little mmi with black doga^'S?^ 
^flre very fierce if any one tries to toucli t* m. 

There was an old man named Con, who lived on an island.'^ 
^^one, except for a black dog who kejit him comnany. 

people knew right well that be was a fairy king, and 
yalk the water at night like the other fairies, they fearcdl" 

I h ^'^eatly, and bronglit him presents of cakes ifnd fowls, for 
''''' afraid of him and of liis evil demon, the dog. FoY< 
coming home late have heard the steps of thk 
quite close to them, though they could 
l^rly died of fright, aod only 



■mMm 










in sticret, to prevaot Iho marriage, So bj V 
. slsfef/and by this /neaus found out that she 
wliet^of the choicest apples fO/her lover, by the hands'of^^ 
essonger. On this Fergus managed to get hold of the b ^ 
niit from the messenger; and he changed them sectii^ 
pother lot of apples, over ^Fich he worked an e\ 
i^iiahed with these the messenger set out fur Cat^hel^ 

/them to Catbal the king, who, delighted at this probCdfj^ 
jfrom his princess, began at once to eat the apples. But 
;rjje ate, the more ho longed for them, for a wicked spelt 
■^^very apple, ^"hen he had eaten them all up, he sent 
'nbiintry to/ more, and ate, and ate, until there was not 
in Cashel, nor in all the country round. ^ 

Then he bade his chieftains go forth and bring in fooa to apw 
y,Eia appetite ; and he ate up all the cattle and the graj^ 
fruity and still cried for more ; and had the houses seSrclj.^ 
gl'fo.od to bring to him. So the people were in despair, for tli^ 
; no more food, and starvation was over the land. ^ 

|;j-Now a great and wise man, the chief pnet of his tribe, bapfi^ 
^itdme trayelling through Munster at that time, and hearin^^' 
state, he greatly desired to see him, for hq knew thqrbl^ 
work in the evil speU. So they brought'him to 
many strong invocations be uttered over him, and ra 
powerful incantations, for poets have a kmowlydge pf 

all other ; until tinally, after thred days }ikd pa^^ 
^^iunpunced to the Ibi-ds and chiefs that on that night, whe^ 

3 q rose, the spell would be broken, and thp king restored^ 
health. So all the chiefs gathered round imthe coiifi® 
^■^atcb ; but no one was allowed to enter the room wb^i^ 
lay, save only the poet. And be was to give the sjgnk]™ 
''iliediour bad come and tjie sp&U was broken, 
r^Sf) as they w^ched, and just^-.as tl^e moon rose, a greali^^ 
™^eard from the'king’s room, and the poet, Hinging open 

the chiefs enter ; and there on tii« floor lay a bug^^debd'S 
IlfrliO for a whole year had taken up his abode in the king's.'^ 
was now happily cast forth bydhe strong incaatitfOb^^ 

Cy^ifter this tlie king fell into a deep sleep, and 
5^'quite well, and strong again as ever, in all the' 
f^and beauty. At this the people rejoicetf* 

Unloved, and the poet who had restored 'Idih 
in itha daud ; for, tbr king 


lifleats aud wine^-L'they 'fiet be%di'Ii\iQ^^'1i'§ 

<*So he died befoi^ a year had , paaa^Vby r 
J^ihal the king wedded his beloved pTmcesa, and tjey 
p"{Iy through many years. " ' M 


. ■ THE rUET'§ MALEDICTION. -il 

^ ». ■ 

$Jie iffl^rf'cations of the poets had often also a mysterious iflij 

^#ect. ij, - 

Breas, the pagan monarch, was a fierce, cruel, atid ni^ 


mv man, who was therefore very unpopular Avith the pepp® 
0 hats the cold heart and the grudging hand. , 

imongst others who sulTered by the Itinff a inbospitalityg'^^j 
! renowned Carbury the poet, son of Eodain, the great pofit^ 
fcjtne.TuathaHie-Danann race; she w’ho cj^antei the song,;^ 
^jiry l^hen her people conquered the Firbcdg^, on the plfiina;^ 
gSytura; and the stone that she stood on, during the battl^^^ 

t of all the warriors, is still existing, ^nd is pointed out 
of Eodain, the poetess, with great reverence, even fo 

'lit Rasher son, Caihiiry the poet, who was held in such.^t^ 
nonf by the nation, tliat King Brea^ iinited him to his couitjJ’u^ 
%<frhe might pronounce a pow^erful malediction over.l^ 
iffiy with whom he was then at Avar, 

^nrbury came on the royal summons, but in placu of 
with the distinction due to his high rank, he wa& 
tted so meanly that the soul of the poet raged with 
tbehiiig gave him for lodgement only a small atone cell witl^ 
or a bed ; and for food he had only three cakes of 
g^mny flesh meat or sauce, and uo wine given hifii, sn^ 
fe fit to liglit up the poet’s soul before diving. ” 
song can aAvake in its poAVflr within him, So o 
i#t morning, flie poet rose up and departed, with much 
‘ h^ ■ But as he pa^ssea the king's bomse he stopped 


‘ h^ ■ But as he pa.ssea tlie king's boiLse he stopped 
of a blessing, pronogpoed a . terrible malediction 
|and his race, w^ich can he fopud m the ancient bpoik 
p^^domtoenemg thus— 

Utfire, ^tho^bed, ouflhe surface , V' 
withoutrfaw^^On the^8arfactf of fegdh3li.h;^: 



rose 

^tailbed there as a sign and mark of tke poet’s 
N fr^.that day forth to kis death, which happen® 
r, the reign of Breas was a time of sore trouble anddi 
he was three times defeated by his enemies, and from cai 
ow a grievous disease fell on him ; for thou^ hungrv he 
swallow anv foi^ ; and though all the rae^ and wL( 
was set before him, yet his throat seemed closed andll 
ng with himger yet not a morsel could pass his lipa; a 

hiBgs by the power and malediction of the angry poet • 


R, 


brimial agus tiioriai,, 

(A WICKED SPELL.) 


^'i'' « girl wisLos to gain the love of a man, and to maki 
dpRd^''\f dreadful spell is used called IMmial Agus Th 
nigliR she and an accomplice go to a chtirch 
f “'^"■ly'lii'i'ied corpse, and take a strip of the skin’ 
head to the heel., Thfs is wound round the gir J a 
Jg^^with a solemn invocation to the devil for his help, ^ ’ 

E^K“darlni uf' 1 ^'li^seVva 

*f awakes the man is bound by tlie spell • and isfc 
marry t IP rrnp nnrT avil h. r. • -1 V ' 


c T, uouna oy tiu^ speJl ^ and iaff 

ci'1’1'1 aiy e\il harpy. If ij ^,iid the children o! 
^^taamages bear a black mark round the wrist, and are known 
***%kuhDed by the people, who call them “ sons of the devil ” 


AN IRISH ADEPT OF TH^*' ISLANDS.'! 

^j^eraons, even at the preseiit day amongst the peiS 

of Ae liidden-myefl® 
they knowt^ 





heart, And EeAds‘tiife''Sffef6<i''%ttl 
ie n|v6f feuche<i beer, spirits^ or meat, in all hi? iS ^ 
emirely on bread, fruit, and ve^tables: A ijauSirfio 
rbim thus describes him— Winter and summer his drefls ia 
merely a flannel shirt and coat. He will pay hIS ftKatt 
& feast, but neither eats nor drinks of the food and drink set be^ 
him. He sneaks no Eng-lish, and never could be made 
the Englisti tongue, though he savs it might be used 
effect to curse one’s enemy. He holds a burial-poumJ 
acred, and would not carry away so much as a leaf of ivy from a 
ftve,' And he maintains that the people are right in keeping to 
dr ancient usages, such as never to dig a grave oh ^ Mohdavi'; 
nd'to carry the eoftin three times round the grave, following 
S 0 *of the 8un,’^ar then the dead rest in peace. Like tie 
Dple; also,, he holds suicides as accursed ; for they l>elieve tjiaf 
-the dead who have been recently buried turn over on theii 
if a euicide is luid amongst tliem. 

t “ Though well off he never, even in hi# youth, thought Of 
Oftkifig n wife, nor was he ever known to love a w^omaii, 
l^apds q^uite apart from life, and by this means holds his pow^jc 
|oybr‘ th^ mysteries. Nu money will t^^mpt him to impart 
ikiowledge to another, for if he did he would l}e struck aead—ij 
believes. He wieild not touch a hazel stick, but carries an aab 
wand, which he holds in his hand when he prays, laid across Kii 
andrthe whole of his life is devoted to works of grace 


harity.” 


i^^fough now an old man lie has never had a day's sickness. 

has ever seen him in a rage, nor heard an angry woid frbfti 
Ija.lbs hut once ; and then being under great irritation, '^he recited 
he lord's PraytT backwards, as an imprecation on his enemy. 

his death he will reveal the mystery of his power, but not 
IjLthe hand of death is on him for certain. 



TJHE MAY FESTIVAL 


Ot? 


•E were four great festivals held in Ireland from tho-mq 
■' pagan times, and these four sacred seasons were Eebraft 
idsuiofeer, and November. was the most memdftt 
icious of allptheq^the Dniida ]it - thp £aal>T(mea 
Bail, tltg^San-god, ‘aniL 
^libido Amo: 





■ .. 


■fS 


■ 

y.-yS’ 

# 


ffc^great feast 'of Bel, or the Sun, took pla«e 

of Samhain, or the Moon, on November^r^,^|||| 
were poured out to appease the e\il spirits, and^ali^ 
of the dead, who come out of their graves on thatpi^ 
it their ancient homes. ^ " ' v^ 

L^The Pbowiicians, it is knflwn, adored fbe Supremo Being ira 
Be name of Bel-Samen, and it is remarkable tliat the peosfii™ 


reT^nd, ^ 


■^11 good luck, say in Irish, 


-Wha 

■■“I 


»^‘i. ! i? 


Pial^and the blessing of Samhain, be with you,’' that is, of thej 
4 of the mpon. 

These were the great festivals of the Druids, when all doipj^ 
1 were extinguDbed, in order to be re-lit ^)y the sacre^-; 
jtitlfce.n from the templea, for it was deemed^ eferilege to 
tin died except from the holy altar flame. 

Patrick, however, determined to break down the poW^ 
Mhe vDruids ; and, therefore, in defiance of their laws, lie 

fire lit on May Eve, when he^ celebrated the paj^ 
^yBteries; and henceforth Easter, or tlie Feast of the Ivesirrj 
took the place of the Baal festival. | 

r.^'The Baal fires were originally used for liuraan sacipc^i,'! 
huxnt-offerings of the firs^fruits of the'Cattle; put/ ft! 
Ohrietianity was established the children and catlle wer& p 
I'piwsed .between two fires for purification from sin, an^ ^ 


‘iguard against the power of the devil, 
t Persians also extinguished the domestic fires on the-S 
^^fo^val, the 21 st of April, and were obliged to re-light them,fii 
temple flres, for which the priests were paid a fee in 
^^Oney. A fire kindled by rubbing two pieces of Wood to^ 
,^a8 also considered lucky by the Perslape ; then water was^ 
Tet the flame, and afterwards sprinkled on the people and inij, 
' 'tie. The ancient Irish ritual resembles the Persian- 14, 
^icular, and the Druids, no doubt, held the traditional 
idtly fta brought^roflf the East, thejand of the sun 0^ 
ship and wdl worship. ’ ^ ‘ 

^ay Day, called in Irish La-Beltaimj the day of^e 
l^e festival of greatest rejoicing held in Ireland, 
great power at that season, ancT child fen 
’t|e mini aim biitter, must be well guarded frbfitM 
ejfce. A spent coal must be put under the churn, andi^^^ 
, the crailk; and ]^imro3e.s must be acattd^ 


itm faifies cannot pass the flowera. ’ OhiJ^p 


iS 

■I 

v.> 

1 



^i^inay ue irmisituea inus — . . . 

‘ - / . • '. ": 

“ There is a cow on the mountain, ' 

A fair white cow : , 

'■She goes East and she goes West, ■ - , di 

And my senses have gone for love of her ; - ’ 

She f^tms \^ith the sun and ho forgets to burn, *> 

And thQjtmoon turns her face with love to her, 

Aly fair white cow' of the mountain.” * " ] 

' ' ' 

‘S are in tlie best of humours upon May Eve, otjd ih.^ 
the fairy pipes may be heard all through the JiiglWi 
fairy folk are dancing upon the rath. Ifeis then yioj 
the youn^people to join their revels ; ana if a girj^ liita 
!ed to the fairy music, she will move ever after witli 
nating grace, that it has passed into a proverb to 
near, She has danced to fairy music on the hill/’ ^ • ,1 
great long dance held in old times bn May Bay, all 
d hands and dance4 round a great May-bush erected-^ 
The circle sometimes extended^ for a mile, the 
tarlands, and the young men carrying wands of, gr#ci 
bile the elder people sat round ontke grass as spectatp^ 
luded the ceremony. ^The talBst ana strongest' you& 
% county stood in the centre and directed the 
^ pipers and harpers, wearing green and gold saftb^ 
e most spirited dance tunes. ^ 

lest worship of the world was of the sun and 
Is, and the serpent that gave wisdom. Trees w|reJiiS 
' knowdedge, and the dance round the May-biiab ia pad 
dent ophite riUial. The Baila also, or waltz, is aesoftiat^ 
i worsnip, where the two circling motions are com}>ip^i 
ition of the planet on its own axis, apd also ronod 

' . . . 

y, this ancient r/estival, called Wendi 
the rural districtHnuch in the Irish way. Dant^ 
e great May Boy festival, lield in the f ortinari 
vonic nations likewise light sacred fires, and .da^ 
^ree ImngVith garlands on May Bay. -ffiliis ; 

One qf the olftest superstitions o^^hiimattyt; 

^ersal. and the fires are a relin of the old nacrar 





^ - 

|weti ■ft^ay'Sftth ciirses^ for their purpose waVevil^''^"^ 
witches, however, make great* efiorte to ste^ the'^ 
nj^omirig, and if they succeed^ the luck pasBeS'fjM 
imily, and the milk and butter for the whole year will 
l^^he fairies. The best preventarive is to scatter primroses pi 
'^threshold ; and the old women tie bunches of primroaes'^f^ 
tails, for the evil spirits cannot touch anything guaW^ 
^ithese flowers, if they are plucke<l before sunrise, not else, A 
iron, also, made red hot, is placed upon the hearth ; an; 
^ir iron will do, the older the better, and branches of whitethor 
|♦eV mountain ash are wreathed round the doorway for luck. 
;;^moUntain ash has very great and mysterious qualities, 
branch of it be woven into the roof, that house is safe from fii 
H year at lea.st, and if -a branch of it is mixed Vith the timbe 
boat, no storm will upset it, and no man in it will be drownt 
' . a twlvemonth certain. To save milk from witchcraft, the p 
( ■ on Jtlay morning cut and peel some branches of the uiountaii 
'i and bind the twigs round the milk pails and the churn. No ■ 
f-t%r fairy will then be able to steal the milk or butter. But al 
must l>e done before ivnriee. However, should butter be m 
P^''^f6now the cow to the held, and gather the clay her boo 
touched ; then, on returning b(»me, place it under the churn 
rflive coal and a handful of salt, ^nd your butter is safe froii 


V; or woman, fairy or hend, for thaf year. There are other me 
to preserve a good supply of butter in the churn ; a horsf 
"Veiled on it ; a rusty nail from a coffin drj\en into the side : a 
made of the leaves of veronica placed at the bottom of the 
J^;'*pail ; 'but the mountain ash is tlie best of all safeguards 
witchcraft and devils magic. AV it bout some of these precai 
the fairies will certainly overlook the churn, and the mill 
"blitter, in consequence, will fail all through the year, aG 

■"^^;Tarmer suffer gi'eat loss. Herbs gathered on May Hve b 

^i4inydtical and strong/^ virtue for curing disease ; and po^ 
■ notions are made then by the skilful herb women and failU 
ore; which no sickness can resist, chiefly of the yarrow, cal 
‘Hhe lierb of seven needs ” or cures, from its many and 
^virtues, Divination is also practised to a great extent bjdl 
fitli© yarrow^' The girls dance round it singing— 

















* Yarrow, yarrow, yarrow, 

1 bid thee good morrow, 

And tell me before to-morrow 
Who my true love shall be." 





. ... 

^ fmd this is the initial of ttae- IOTeVs 
c.''fit4ii?i^ very unlucky to meet first in the moniiii^^ for 
|#on}drea<3 dmtJi ; but a whitr snail briugs good fortip^,. 
^4tiinb on the ri^ht bund is also good ; but the cucHoO li 
)lis of evil, Of old the year began with thedst of May, and 
Irish rhyme 8a\ s— " " 

“ A white lamb on my rii?ht side, 

S<i will pofxl come to itie ; I 

But not the little false cuckoo ^ 

On the first day uf the year.’’ 

pphecies w'ere also) made from the way the wind blew on May 
brhings, In ’98 an old man, who w^as drawing near to bis end 
to die, inquired from those around him — ^ 

where did you leave tlu) wdnd last night ‘if ’’ (May Eve,) 
l^-They told him it cauie from the north. 
fif^Then,” lie said, “the country L> lost to tlie Clan Gael; our 
^j^inies will triumph. Had it been from tl^ south, we should ■ 
^ye had the victory ; hut now tlie Sassenach will trample ua 
And he fell bade and died. 

^j^shas are often sjn'lnkh'd on the thresliold on May Eve ; and if ' 
print of a foot is found in the morning, turned inwaid, it < 
marriage ; but if turiiHl outwoird, death. On Mav Eve th^e 
^ music is heard on all the hills, and many beautiful tunes - 
0, been cauglit up in this way by the people and the nativQ^ 
ucians, ‘ ‘ 

tbout a hundred years ago a celebrated tune, called MoralecmuJ 
!« jilqjnt by a piper as he traversed the hills one evening ; atHj^ 
i^^layed it perfectly, note by note, as he heard it from the fairy ■ 
; on which a \oice spoke to liim and said that he would be 
^Wijd to play the tune three times in his life before all the. 
Jpj, but never a fdurth, or a doom would fall on him. Hbw- 
^ne day he had a great contest for supremacy with another 
'Cand at last, to make sure or Victory, he play^ the woinfeir* 
pty melody ; wdieu all the people applauded and declared hc 
yon the prize by reason of its beauty, and that no muflic 
^equal his. So they crowned him with the garland ; but at'‘ 
^cunent he turntd deadly pale, the pipes dropped from h\B^ 
lyfthd nb fell lifeless to the ground, -For nothing escapes the 
they know all things^ and their vengeance is swift 

|yery dangerous to sleep out in the open air in the moht 
fairies are very powerful then; aad on the 
liandsomu^giris to fairy brid^eqgnnd; the 





Stiiay-tick/ and the, pareilte W4uas 
Saijie ha^ qarried al5 to the fair}" palace i|f the 
KMmnal^l. a renowned fairy man ms sent 
H^have him back in nine days. Meanwhile he desired 
drink of thfe best should be left daily for 
IWtain pike on the moat. This^waa done, and the 
^disappeared, by which they knew the youn^ 

|‘C^me out of the moat nightly for the provisions left for 

^^^yow^on the nintli dav a great crowd assembled to see 
%B,n brought back froih Fairyland. And in midst stno# 
i/fftirv doctor performing bis incaiifttions by means otmm 
^ ‘-Dowder which be threw into the flames that caused a dens^ 
.:Woke to arise. Then, taking off his hat, and holding a M 
\ his hand, he called out three times in a loud voice, / tome fp. 
!: come forth, come-'forth ! ” On which a shrouded figure sl^ 
4 roac up in the midst of the smok^ and a voice was lieard ans^ 
/inff, Leave me ih peace ; I am happy ^hth my fairy mid^ 
J.my parents need not weep for me, tor shall bring 

- lUfik, and guard them from evil evermore.” f j 

/ Then the figure vanished and the smoke cleared,* a^ 
' parents were content, for they believed the vision, and 
loaded the fairy-man with presents, they sent him away hotl^ 




MAY-DAY 'superstitions. , % 

t: " _ . ..'■■Ov! 

i Th 3 marsh marigold Is considered of great use in difinationj 
caUed '• the shrub of Beltaiue,” Garlands are made o£,.l 
^ the cattle aud the door-uOsts to keep off the fairy power.fi-i 
®^ako ie poured on the thrwii(^ld, though none would bofi 
; nor dre, nor salt-these three things being sacred. 
twe many superstitions concerning May-timo, It . is pQH 
% go on the water the first Monday in l^lay. HareA^ 
May morning are supposed to be witclies, and *9)^ 

^ bda tiie fire goes out on Jlay morulng^it is cimsidered 
'’^hackr, abd it cannot be re-kindled except by a hgb t^I Semite 
the priest’s house. And the ashes of this 
tiriiiaids sprinkled on the floor aud the threahoU 
Mil fire, no^' w?t^r, nor milk, nor salt sbou^ 
if 8:wayfaret,ia 


Pi^epai‘6d by ^ fairy' 

. ' ;// :^i» 

y in Mty a young- girl lay do\vii to rest'a^ npontide m 
fh and fell asleep— a thing of great danger, for 
tag in power during the May month, ana^are particularly^ 
^atch for a mortal bride to carry awaj|p the fairy 
they love th« sight of human beauty.' So 'they spiritPd--'! 
y^nng sleeping girl, and only left a shadowy reseirt^e! 
of heniying on the rath. Evening came on, and sd 
||fg girl had not returned, her mother sent out messengers 
^ections to look for her. At last sJie was found on the falrydi 
■flying r|uite unconscious, like one dead. 2 

e} carried her |iome and laid her on her bed^but she neithfir^' 
n30\ed. So three days passed over. Then they thougiKtii'^ 
^igbt to send for the fairy ductor. At once he said 

struck, and he gave them a salve made of herbs 
pmt her hands and her brow every morning at sunrise, and eVerW 
®ht when the moon rose; and salt was sprinkled on the thresbi^ 
round her bed wher^^he lay sleeping. * This was done 
^.’dava and six tdghts, and then the girl rose up suddenly luidbl 
ped for food. They gave her to eat, but asked no questioiftA'] 
TO Watched her that she should not quit the house. And tWoJa 
her eyes oS them steadily and said— 
pw h v did you bring me back ? I was so happy.. T wa« iu ^V| 
palace where lovely ladies and young princes werQ^^ 
^ing to the sweetest musib ; and they made me dance withrl 
pPQ, and threw a manfle o^yr me of rit-h gold : ^nd now it is 
^^^and \ou have hrouglit me biiclt, and I shall never, never seaiiS 
^geautiful palace more.” ^ 

the mother wept and said— 

with me, for I have no other daughter, aifti’il! % 
^^ines take you fi-om me T shall die.” ' . %t 

the girl heard this, she fell m her mother’s neclt^ alSi;4 
PW' mer, and promised that she would never again go near 
^>ath while she lired, for the fair}^ doctor told her 

lay down there again and slept, sk# wMild never retuiir't^ 
her home any more. , 


Sllc. 


FESTIVALS. 

An^PLEMAS. 



ninth century the Pope aboliehe-fS 
if»|au-bstituted for it the Feaet of the Purification of’tht^l 

lionoiir, " 


AVHITSUx\TI1)E. 


Hfejice the il|(!al 


■ WLi euntide is a very fatal and unlucky time, Bsueciallvl 
ware of ^ater then, for there is an evil Spirit in it md SI 
' to bathe, u^r to sail in a boat for fear of ^ 

c drowned ; nor to go a journ^ where water has to be crossrf il 
,ever>thinff in the house must be sprinkled with linlyTaS 
\Vlutsuntide to keep away the fairies, who at that ^^001 
t % active and niahciniis, and bewitch the cattle, and carry 
. the young chi dren,nnd come up from the sea to hold S 
r midiiight revels when they kilfwitli their fairv darts thf 
^ lapp} mortal who crosses their path and pries at' their ipysteri^ 


W IIITSINTIDE LECEXD OF THE FAIPY IIORSE^ 
There was a widow woman witii one son, who liad a nice 

V t , n °rth 1 'V '“’'f' f in S S 

r,f f fi‘8 ni^Kt IQ the 'wht^ 

trhe7’d-^"‘ "’fr‘ "‘P"’ i"' 

Vi, K night it was trampled down 

cruelly damaged; yet no one coiikl tell by what means it 

So she set her son to watch. And at mi-lnight he heard 
i^se and a rushing of waves on the beach, and up out of^ 
. ® came a ^eat troop of horses, who began to graze the -cS 

and tramnle it down madly with their hoofs 

n ml also, but to take several of the men with him fur 

Him the bridles over as many as they could catch. ^ ' 

■w.al "f f! ‘i'cee was the same noiie heard agail.t 

. mb of the waves, and in an instant all thn field was ffllw 

■^«n r!7 'Tff’ trampling it dowl 

t? M ^ sneceeded in capturini? on&r 

Y 'P® int. The rest all plunged ba ’ ' " 


piun^ea oaefe^^f 

.However, the men brought homo the captured h^ 
Vaudhe was put in the. stable anigrew.” ' 
airor iijother hors0;‘canie up out of’ the 1 ’ 






mi 












tnen retreate<i into! tlig IrejS^w^ 
^^JS-fhe fanner seat at once for a fairv doctor, wIjo exoSl® 
|^»W Md gave It a strong potion, after wliicli the spell 
|S|^dthfrcow was re-stored to its usual good condition ai® 
«mhe milk as lieretofore. “ 

I ' ‘ The fairies also exercise B maliim influence by nmkinsr a 'k^ 

i : ■“ “ 1 ”“ “<1 • 

one son by heart disease (alwaV^ 

- mysterious malady to the peasants') aiutanother by gradual d^' 
£ QPi^ulted a wise fairy woman a.s to wlint should be done fo^ 
V Wife also had become delicate %nd weak. The woman tcld Wj 
i ' that on Noyember ho ye the fairies had made a road throuirh’ti 

house, and were ffoing- back and forward eyer sinre, and wW 
' doomed. Tht‘ only reraeiiy wa^-f 

build up the old door and open another entrancb. This \he ml 
did, and wlieu the witeh-wumeii came as usual in the morninff t 
beg for water or milic or ml^al th.-y found no door, and .iLr 
^0 turn hack. After this the sptSli was taken off All 

- household, anu they all prospered without fear of the fairiesb 


A TERRIBLE REVENGE. » ;• 

*■ j 

^ terrible reyenge if they are eyer alic-Kt^ 
■^r ofFendcd. A ydmle family once came under tlieir ban bec^^ 
a faiy^woman had been refused admittance into the house. 
'.eldest boy lost his sight for some time, and though lie recovei^ 
■^ the use ot his eyes yet they always had a strange expression/ii^ 
he saw some terrible object in the distance that scared him 
I at last the neighbours grow afraid of the family, for they brod^ 
' toudmd nothing prospered that 

cl.ildrcn, all ^vizened little creaturea’i^l ‘ 
^ithered old faces and thiu crooked fingeiS. Eveiy oue'l^ 
Wiey were fwry changelinge, aud the smith wanted to puC^ 
anvib and the wise women said they should 
|P^gh the fire ; but destiny settled the future for thotf 
another they all pined away and dicKi, and the 
lifted from the ill-fated hquse till 











I'-'by 












’ MIDSUMMER. ' ,■ 

P'V THE BAAL FIRE.S and DANCES. , 

M eeason i*? still made memorable in Ireland by lighting fires y 
^ieVery bill, aceordmg tu (be ancient pagan usage, when the 
tfl fires were kiTidled a.s part of tbe ritual of sun^Woi^hipj 
&gb now they are lit in lionunr nf St Jubn. The great bOntire 
|he year is still made on St. dohn’.s E\e, when all the people ' 
3^ round it, and (‘Ntnw }oung man takes a lighted brand 
the pile to bring bunie with him for good luck to the . 

& ancient tinie.s tlie .^aered lire wa.s lighted with great cere- * 
)|iy on Midsummer hvt* ; and on that night all the people of 
? adjacent country kept Iiy^rI watcli on ilie western ])rumoiitory 
Howth, and the momont the tir.st Ha^li Ava-^ .‘^eeii from that spot 
B fact of Ignition was announced witli Avild cries and cheers 
Deated fiom Aillagt* to Aillage, A\lien all llie Jta-’al fires began to 
iZe, and Ireland avus circle<l bv a eoj’don of llann.' rising up from 
erjjiill. I lum the dance and song began round ('vei’A fire, and '■ 
e wild hurrnlis lilb'd tln^ air wiili the most frantic re\elry. 

Many of tho>e aneiont cnsimiLs are .strll c(»ntiniied, and the fires 
i'etill lighted on St. John’s I]\e on e\oiy bill in Ireland. When ' 
^ fire has burned down to a red glow the young men strip to 
J Tvaist and leap f)\er or tlirongli (lit* llarm^s; tins w done back-*'’^: 
.rds and forwards ,^e\i‘ral liine^, and b*' who bra\e.', the greatest 
LZe i.s eoii^nlered the Aictor o\er tbe ])ower.s of e\il, and is 
^ted Aviib tremendous applause. When (be tire burns still 
7er, the young giils leap iln^ tlame, and those Avho leap clean ■ 
three times liack and forwunl aviU b(' certain of a .spiiedy . 
j^iage and go(;d luck in after lite, with many children. The 
^ed wonmn then Ayalk through the lines of the burning 
Jifirs ; and Avlien tli<^ lire i.s nearly burnt and trampled doAvn, 
yearling cattle are driven through tbe liot ashes, and their 
:k is singed Avitli a lighted hazel twig. These ba/el I'ods are* 
pi safely afterwards, being considered of iinnieiise poAVer to 
.v^e the cattle to and from the AAoiieriiig'' ])lace.s. A.s the fire , 
tnilisbes the shoutn^’ grows fainter, and tlie song and tlie dance ^ 
)5mi6nce; Avliile profe>>ioTial story-tellers narrate tales of fairy- 


pi safely afterwards, being considered of iininense poAVer to 
,ye the cattle to and from the Avatering ]daces. A.s the lire , 
tnilisbes the shout n^’ grows fainter, and tlie song and tlie dance ^ 
)5mi6nce; Avliile profe>>ioTial story-tellers narrate tales of fairy- 
of the gOiMl (.Jd times long ago, AA'lien the kings fuid'--’’" 
Sf Ireland dAvelt amongst their yjAvn people, ailil there 
ood to eat and Avine to drink for all comers to the feast 

WTien the crowd at length separate, every 01^^ 
a brand from the fire, and ^reat yjjttue is attAghgd 
whicii is safely carr^ tjy the hoti/(e Ayttih 


SKtJiJltbe first Sunday in Midsummer all the youn^ peop^^ 
in lines after leaving chapel, to be hired for servl^ 
bedding wlute hands, the young men each with an ei 
his trade. The evening ended with a dance and the n 
vyras k^pt up until the dawn of the next day, called '' Sort: 
j: Monj|ay,^ because of the end of the pleasure and the frolic. 


THE FAIllY DOCTllESS. 


But all this time the fairies w’ere not idle; for it was i 
X very Season of dances and festivals, w hen the mortals arounc 
■'"Were happiest, that Finvarra the king and his chosen banc 
/ on the w’ateh to cany ed the piettiest girls to the fairy mat 
Tliere they kept them for seven years, and at the end o 
-Aime, wdien thew’grew old and iiplv, they weu'e ^oiit back, 1 
fairies love notliing, so much as youth and ])eauty. ' But as i 
^ pensation for the slij^ht put on them, the wonnm veie tau^ 
\gthe fairy secrets and tlie magical mystery that lies in herl 
^^he strange po\ver tliey have over (liseases. So by this mea 
women became all-poweiful, and by their charnis or spe 
potions could kill C)r sa\e as thev chose, 

^ There was a woman of the islands greatly feared, yet res 
.Shy the people for lier knowdedge of htuhs, wiiich gave her 
over all diseases But she m,wer reveale(l- 1 la* nature (*f tilt 
and always gathered the leaves herself at night and hid 
‘funder the eaves of the hoii^^e. And if the person wdio carri 
' herb home let it fall to the ground by the waiv, it lost its j 
or if khey talked of it or show'ed it to anv oito, all the virtu 
^ out of It. was to be used secretly and alone, and then tf 
. would he perfected without fail. 

One time, a man wdiowacs told of this came over from the 
- land in a boat w'lth tw'O other men to see the fairy w^oma 
. *he waa^lame from a fall and could do no \vork. 


Js Now the woman knew tluw w'ere coming, for she had a 
^Aedge erf all things tlirough the pow'er of divination sIj 
^Agarned from the fairies, and ccmld see and bear though r 
her. So she w'ent out and prepared the herb, and .t 
^^Te' and brew^ed a potion, and had all ready for the matr| 

^^When they appeare3%he stood at the door and cried^^ 
is the lucky day and hour ; have no feaj^'for 
by ^ power ^at is in me, and by th^ hefbi,fi^^| 
bowed before her. and 












^^tlful D>w dres3 was prt^sented to the bride by her liuslfejE 
.^^^inftrriflg'e fea^t ; at ^v}Hch al.so the father paid down heti 
before the aSvsembled guests ; and all the place round thei 
wa^ lit by torches \\hen niirht came on, and the s^ong and 
jffdpce continued till da}linht, with much speech-making and 
jHing of poteen. All lioliting \^as steadily a\oidQd at a, 
[ding; for a qimrivd ■would he considered a most iinluckv^ 
m. A wet day was also held to be ^erv unlucky, as tlio 
[e would assuredly wef‘p for S()rr()Av throughout the year. But 
bright wnirm sunsliine was liaihai jov fully, according to t’ 
saying — 

Happv 1-^ tlir- nridi’* that (Ik^ van 'chines on ; 

But blessed IS llie empse that the ram nuns on ” 





THE DEAD. 

HERE ai’i' many strange suporstilions concerning the dead 
he people seem to l)eli(oo in tludr aetinil presence, thoiigl 
Q^it, and to have a great fear ami dread of their fatal and mys 
srions powim. " ' ^ 

If ^ ]ier>on (')f (hmhtfnl eharueli-'r die'^, too had for lieayen, too 
30(1 for hell, 1 hoy imacine that his soul is sent hack to earth, and.'-:J 
3 lig 0 d to obey the ord(‘i' of S()me ])('rson ^yho bids him remain in ^ w 
particular plaeo until the Day of Judgment, or until another, 'M 
ml is found \yilling to meet him tlirnu and then They may both ’ 

188 into llea^en Uigetlier, uhsohed. 

An ineidtuit is roLitt rl that happmual in the County Oal''Amy, 
mcerning thm snporstition. * ‘ ^ . 

A gentleman of rank and fortune, but of a free and dissipated i 
r<^, became tlnAovr of a pi’tdty girl, oim of the tenant's daughters, 
nd the gild was so devoted to him that perhaps he might have ^ 
arried her at la.',t ; but he was kilkai suddenly, when (jiit hunt- ^ 
g, by a fall from his horse. 

‘Some time aft or, tin* girl, coming homo late one evening, met ' J 
6 ghost of her luvor, at a very lom'some part of the road. The 
rm was the samo as wlien living, hut it bad no eyes. The girl 
OSSed herself, on wdiich the ghost disappeared, '^1?' 

Again she met the same apparition at night, and a third^^ 
Daep’V^en the ghost stood right before her in the path, ' 
^f; 5 he could not pass. Then she spoke, and askeil in 
^f^-God and the good angehs, why he appeared to h 
^^ered, that be could not rest in 
‘*"^•90X^10 commatid 





Lhavinff ^Istied^ood morDing^irime 
3 took a stick from tae fire, blew i^t into a bkze^.^B 
away, when the woman of the house rose up fiercdy^? 
him it was an e\il tiling to take fire away ^^ilien.be ’’ 
was dpng.- On looking round he a wTetobedJi 
|p|‘tOn lying on a bed of straw ; so ho fit^pg back the 

dnce, and fled from the place, leaving his blessing in tbe''"*' 
[fi of a silver offering, to neutralize the evil of the abducted'^ 

M 


■if ter the priest has left a dying person, and confession 
&n made, all tht' family kneel round the bed reciting the Lkany'l 
' the Dying, and holy water is sprinkled over the room until thiv 
(Sd departs. ^ 

f ^^ien they all rise and la^gin the mournful death-wail in a loud '| 
Ce ; and by this cry all tlie people in the village know the exact 
ment of the death, and each one that hears it utters aprayeT^^ 
the depart ii\g soul. ^ 

^;A.f the wake tlie corpse is often dr^'ssed in the habit of 
galigious order. A cro.^s is placed in the hands and the scapulai:^ 
ip file breast. Candles are lighted all round in a circle, and th^ 
blends and relatives arrange themselves in due order, the nearesti^ 
jj^km being at the liead. At intervals they all stand up ap4i 
fctone the death-wail, rocking back and forward over the deady'J 
iuid reciting his virtues; while the wi<low and orplians freqfiently^® 
^ute the corpse with endearing epithets, and recall the happy^l 
they spent together. 

^^\Vhen the collin is borne to the gi’ave each person present helpj.^ 
I^'parry it .a little way; for this is con.sidereci a mode of showing’^ 
'iUour to the dead. The nearest relatives take the front h^ydles'^ 
; then after a little while they move to the hack and otkeftfe 
their place, until every person in turn has borne the head 
t.cofiiu to the graVe— fur it would be dishonourable to thad 
i^Ao omit this mark of respect. ^ 

the colhu is lowered into the grave the death-cry rises 
_ a 16ud and bitter wail, and the excitement often becomes so ' 
that women have falhm into hv^lerics ; and at one funeral 
""“■’girl in her ag^my of grief jumped into her father’s graretij 
^‘■^vasAakeu up insensilile. oJ 





liom another with their ppe,ara> uttetlhg fiejrce, loiid 
ittg* terribly demonstrations. At length one feE down, 
..ally wounded ; then all th(> hooded women came in again' 
keened oyer him, a mule voice at intervals reciting hl« de^ida^^^ 
^ the pipers plaved martial tunes. But on its being suggested • 
pei’haP"^ he was not dead at all, an herb doctor was sent for to 
5|k at him; and an aged man \Mth a flowing white l}^ard wa^' 
dn, carrying a hug’c hiiiidle of herbs. With these be pev*y 
ed eiiTidrv strange incantaiions, until finally the dead mau ^ 
up and wun carried ('ll tho liidd hv Ins' comrades, wdth shouts' 
tiumpb. So ended the lirst play. 

Then supper was and more whidiy drunk, after which g 

ther play wa<^ acted of a dilTcriMit kind. A ^able was set in ^ 
^ middle of the barn, and two cliairs, while all the people, abon^p' 
^undred or more, giitliered I'ouinl in a circle, llien two men^ 
^sed as judges, took their seat>, with guanis beside them, and 
fiflded on aiiother man to coma forth and address the people.'* 
his a young man sprang on the table and pourtsl f(»rth an oration- ' 
Irish, full of the nuKvt gn-tesqim fun anl* sharp allusions, at’] 
rhich the (T 0 ^^d rtjared with laughter, ilieii he giue out a \erse.,. 
i^e a psalm, in jjlbheiisli Irish, and l)ude the people say it i^ter ^ 
lihl. It ran like tins, being translated — 

*“ Yolliav M icanh eoine frum Soaiii, 
g ‘ Up hriuigtU s^pot iinnic out of a bag, j 

Siiie' ^fV-si^r, S)/n.i J'irk 
* bhiiu iiult.' 

y. (Thai IS, Solomon, s.ui of Da\id the King ) 

Jftany one failed to repeat tliis\erse after him he was ordered . 
imprison hv the jielues, and the guards seized him to cut his 
or if nnv one laughed the judge smiteneed him, saying in/ 
' Seize that man, he is a pagan : he is moeking the Qbristiaa ' 
®h/ Let him die ! ’ 

After tins tlie professional story-toller was in great force, and 
the listeners enchained by the wonders of his narration and the: 
^SSionate force of Ids doelamation. So tlie strange revelry went 
im'^ and the feasting and llm drinking, till sunrise, when many of . 

guests returnedto thoir homes, but others sta^yedwith tho^ 
p^ily till the cothn was liftM for the gra\e.” 


'm 





details of thesd strange woke orgies can seldom be obtaijK 
ie are afraid of tlm priesthood, who have vebeme] ' 
u . ;Y et the cIin^'todh<^ with^ 

thadipmorality .o£ 













t wKich'is supposed by eome anti^uawits to betii© aapi 
^'tbe'^sLin— the re^al title of the Eg-yptiati kirigs^ oy whit5|t 
'(i'ere invoked by the warriors as they nl^hed info battle, 
ncient funeral ceremonies of Eg'ypt can bo still s^n and 
fid at the wake of an Irish peasant ; especially in that singu 
symbol, when a man and a woman appeared, one hearing* th& 
d of an ox, the other that of a cow at the funeral games; 
loiti which has now lost all its meaning, but wliich originally 
poubt, represented Isis and OsirLs waiting to receive the soul^^^^ 
he dead. ^ 

'he Persians held that lire and water were tlie most sacred of 
Ihiti^s and so did ilie Irish; hence their ixMerence for lhe"/V'^ 
;'ftX8 of pnrifmation at the liolv wells. And as the heathen 
^d their children and cattle thiough the hre to Moloch, SO' 
t Irish performed the .vame rite at the Paal festival, when the 
|rig* meu leaped through the liame.N, and the cattle were driven*, 
Spugh the hot em[)ers. Fin' ^\as held to he the visible symbol 
ihe invi.viblo (lod, ondowrd wnli my.^nc cleansing powers, and 
y aaiending tlaine was thought to be u diviiii .'.pint dwelliug in 
^substance ignitt'd. [mu' this reason the Irish made a (drcle oi, 
j round tlieir childi't-m and their cattle to gnaid tliem from eviF 
ying the hcliid' that no cvil.-pirit could ])a.ss this s])ccial emblenl 
Sivinity. 

I^ut even in matters less divine there was a similarity between 
& Persian and in^h usages. I'he Persian Magi made a consider^ 
le revenue from the sacred liie ; for each devotee paid a silver 
tn for the emlier carried away from tlie hdy temple, td* light 
home lire on the day of tho Suii-feMiv al. And fire was also'gV 
^urce of wealili to the Ilriiid ]triest,s; each person being 
Pged to Iniv it fiom them on the great day of Paal. There^ ' 
was a sin to give away tire oii that day ; and the halwt of, 

S owing It to light the home lire was denounced m fatal and d'd 
^ckyn The true reason being that to borrow the sacred element “ 
to injure the priestly revenue. T et this ancient ordinance Is 
S religiously observed in Ireland; and even to this day no 
Mint would venture to gne away hre or milk on May J)ay/.yil 
5,|elar of the wmr^t, consequences to the giver; w’hile any fene ‘yjj 
JO came to borrow a lighted ])rand would he looked on as anC^ 
w^arjyof Satfui. • 

sacred hre- of Tara ( Tamh(ur-na-I(i(jh, Tara of the Kings) 
l^'Only lit every three years, and then with great ceremony 
rays were concentrated by means of a brazen lens, o' 
'^jpiec^s of dried wood, and from this alone were all the sacr ’^ 

^ Jie land, kindled in the holy places. 

^ present time, if a'peasant litus to light a fire in the h 



of «f.d' 

tiSe a lighted brand from the altar of Bail ^ 



IBISSStt the donpestic fire. , - m 

P^The aacred fire was also obtained from the friction of 
®ihe,^triking of stones : and it was supijosed that the spirits 
^dwelt in these objects/and when the priest invoked them to ^ 
Pbey broimld good luck to the household for tlie coming jear'; iii 
invoked by other hands on that special day their iiiniieDce. 
^baalific. * . , , , , t 


U' The raigratiou of races can be clearly traeed by 
l-tioBS. Tlie oldivMf suein to lm\e come from Persia and tg]® 
l^fWMle mutilated, thongli still authentic portions of the oM-'nt^ 
S-ritual can still he found all along the Mediterranean. maTkm|^ 

* i'Wesfward progress of the primitive nations, till the last to® 

i^found a resting-place on our own far-distant shores, wasbed;^^ 
ptbe waters of the Atlantic. ■ X'k 

Aes>Tia was the teacher of Egypt; Egyi-t of (.reece; 
Greece of Europe ; and little .seems Ui have been hi.st during/tm 
^"'■procTeM of sixty -'enturies. 'I’lie old myths still remain at^ 
‘•‘■iW ofullthongiit and all creeds; broken fragmeiif.s of the pntW 
“'■'ilith; shadowy traditions of some great human life that OM 
real and actual, or of some great event that changed^ ^ 
i' destiny of nations, and the echo of whicli still vibrates tbrbu^ 
r.. .thelegend.s, the songs, the poetry, and the usages of ev^ pa<)|. 

™,t'on the face of the eurtli. « r. u i ii 

if Persia, Egypt, India, the Teuton, and the Celt, have all t| 
f: game tirlniarideas in their mythology, and the same instincts,! 
i'auperstition; and the signs to which past age.s '^ve gtve^ 
|.gn>^tic meaning still come to U3 laden with a fateful 

* * even in this udvano-id era of culture and the triumph of reaaO^ 

\V<s still cannot help believing that prophccie.s coma ill « 
«£;: night, for the mystical and prophetic nature of drouma is m 
feyfinned hv the peisonal experience of almost every liuman MM 
Kind few’ are found brave enough, even amongst the 
K^lasses, lightly to break through a traditional iisagg on 'fhicttj 

ages have set the seal of good or ill luck. _ • it 'a 

,%per8tition, or the belief in un.««en, mystmoua, apmtUWJ 
fflneitces, is an in-sfinct. of human 
^jnnleas belief, certainly, yet meradicableP We feel 

humanity, the material as well as the p.syehicail, holttg'^ 
76 and mystic relation with an unseen 9mrituarworid,.||M 
inot define the limits, nor bring it under n law. 
fore the .writteb word existed, the people strove ttJfgflE 
cteed and history in symbols.' , Divine natioq^^^^ 
Bi-iade the symbol* beilntifnJi ww these, the imaMfe 





^fcti it certimly waJ^^ewik•hed by the evil «pirits|imd'thg’^^® 
lll^kre well content to be rid of tlie unholy thing. ; 

b^roneral wail over the dead also closely resembles thp 
(fttltb hired mourning women sit roui^d the corpse^ tear their 
^beat their breast and rock to and fro^ intoning in a monotone'^^^p 
at the praises of tlie dm.'ased, iFle cries at times rising to a 
^m, in a frenzy of grief and despair. , 

he islanders likewise use many charms and incantations like 
Irish, wliile the old wonnm amongst them display wonderful ^ 
t^'ledge of tlie mystic nature and power of herbs, and are most " 

^rt in the cure of disea3(*. Tt is inJee<l remarkable that^ 
tpgsfc all primitive tribes and nations, women hare always 
Wn the highest skill in the treatment of disease^ and have 
El rightly uccounted the be^t doctors, and the most' learned in 
?tlc medicinal lore, ^ 

lie Marquis of Lome, in his graphic and instructive Canadian 
tures,” speaks of tle^ wonderful skill of the Indian women, 
remarkable cures effected by the squaws through their 
of the varied properties of herbs. The Indians also have 
‘ating bath for the .vick, sucli as was iisfsl by the ancient 
)ath is made by stones covered o\er with branches ; liot 
hen poured on the stones, and the ])ntient crouches over 
^ vapour evolvC(l uptil a violent perspiration is produced, 

|5h carries otT the disease, or tlm pains in the members, 
tail. The sweating bath of the Irish wa43 made quite on the 
le principles, and is tin* most elective cure known for pains in 
bones and feverish disorders. It is still used in the Western 
The Sweat ing House,” as it is vailed, is made of rotlgh 
^ with a narrow entrance, through which the patient creeps 
P^Hfonrs; wtien inside, however, he can stand up. A peaHmy^h'^ll 
levied, and divesting himself of all clothing, lie undergoes the^ 
pis of I ^p^ating in a profuse perspiration as he lies on the 
Jetfioor. The place is lieated like a baker’s oven, hut there ia 
Ipient ventilation kept up by means of chinks and apoidure^ 
ijUgh the stone work of the walls. 

cures etfecte<i by this process arc marvellohs. As the 
|ijfefey of it themselves, “ Any disease that has a hold on the 
^can't stand befo9o it no time Al all, at all.” 


THE POWER OF THE WORD. 










Mi 


uo one with a blemhiti w'^ 

y'f' '"'■'’-C^^^ 

me nothing/ answered Niiadh^. ' 

^pJnm/ said the queen. “ Ask of him the 
AMfrom Alba^ for lie is uiKler a vow never to part with it.^* v'5^^ 
^wadb^ went to him, and asked for the dagger that cam.© . 
f^lbn aa a gift. 

18 mo 1 ” said the king. This I cannot ^rant ; for I am / 
solemn vow never to part willi it, or give it to another.’' ^ 
inHlxe poet by Ids power made a satire on him, and thia 
Jtih of the imprecation— ’ 

, “ Evil ileatli, and a short life 

I" \ Bo on ('uor th<' kinc: 1 

J ' Let the spours of battle wound him, 

' Under earth, under ramparts, under 8tone«, 

; Let the malediction Lkj on him I ’* 


m 

■-iS 


'wl^en Caer rose up in the morning he put hidPhand to his 
Ptjund it was disfigurmi with three blisters, a w'hile, a 
b green. And when he saw the blemish he tied awayAhlle4.'^\_ 
fear tliat anv man should see him, and took refuge ’ n -g ^ort 
-0^ of his faithful Hervaiit.s, and no one know whei;e' 

S^uaflht^ took the kingdom and held it for a year, and haa,;|^^ 
j^een to wife, ilut then grievous to him was the /ate ot'%' 

I and he set forth to search for him. 'I&bbi 

id' he was seated in the king's ovvn royal chariot, with 
ijifcife lioeide him, and the king’s greyhound at his feet, 
lli^ople wondertsi at the beauty of the charioteer. 
n^^er was in the fort where he luni fouod shelter, 

Se saw them coming he aaid-^ , 

feo 18 this that is seated in ray chariot in the place of 
and driving my steeds f 

he saw that it was Nuadhe he fle<i away and hid;^^^ 
shame. ^ ^ 

drove into the fort in the kings chariot, 

P^Q dcja to pursue Caer, And they found him hid underj^^ 
jEptdttl^hind the rock even w^here the dogs tracked him*, 

down dead from shame on beholding Nuftdhe, and® 
he fell flamed up and shiv^ed Into iragment#^ ( 
up high as> man, ai^Btrocif Unaahe ouv,^^ 
him for Such w!t» Ine punisUmei^ decree 
Ib^^^geaiipe of God upon 







THE SIDHE RACE. , 

4 ; ' "' 

ifelB Sidhe dwll in tlie Sifra, or fairy palace of 
p.4 the licart of tiic hill, and they have heeu given 

and the pou'er o\er miieie, yet they are otteu ^^d, 
^■'remember that they were once angels in liea\en 
. dXn to earth, and'tl.ongh they have power over alltite 
' ofNature.vet they must die without hope ot regaining W| 
‘' while mortals are certain of immortality. riierefore 1^13,^ 
V' -sorrow ilarkeris their life, a mournful envy of humanity ; bec^W 
5:Xle man is en-ated immortal, the beautiful fairy race is doo| 

? '-*°Onedav a great fairv chief iteked Cuhimh-lville if 

''^'lativ hope'left '0 

■’'’"W bn restnre-l to their aiieieiit place amoiig.sf tlie ungels, ^ 
the saint answered that I, ope 


'■ tived, mid at the judgment-day they would pa-s tlirouj^h^-di 
into annilulati-n ; for .so lia-1 it been -lecreed by the juStIM 

• ^'in hearing this the fairv chief felliiito a profound melanclt^ 
and he an-l all hi.s court sailed away from Ireluiid, and went Ifl 

1- , to their native e-iuiitry of Armenia, there 

• - theferrible judgment-day, vvhicli is fated to bring 

- certain deatti on oartli, without any Impe of regaining beftvp^* 
The Wes^t of Ireland is p.'eiiliavly sacred to ancient 5UpeTSt;a 
?;<■ i,f the Sidho race. Ther-- i.s a poetry in tlie scenery 
0. . the heart of the people ; they love tin- beautiful gleiis the^ 
'?* • taia? rising like tovveivs from tlie sea, the islands saiu-tihed W 
'0 ■ meniorv of a .saint, and tlie green lulls where • ^| 

■ court ‘ Every lake and luuiiiitaiii has it.s legend of the spir'Sl 
some’ holy inditioiis of a saint, or some historic memory 
fy national hero who floiinshed m the oU gre^ days when M 
h -'had native chiefs and native swords to guard her, and a*| 
tlie Western Irish, especially, the old superstitious of thtfiM 
Ifi- fathers are reverenced with a solemn faith and 
^almost a religion. Finvarra the lung fe still believed 
P'eU the fairies of the we.st, and Onagh is the fairy qdeht^A 
^golden hair sweeps the ground, and she itf 'robed in 
® yi ffllttoring as if with diamonds, but they are deV-dT^ 
^^^Parkle over it. ' _ . , _ '' 


over it. ^ 

The queen b more beautiful than any woman or 


‘ine quecu la luuio ^ 

loves the mortal 'women best, and wiles 

ilte palace by the subtle charm of the ^try 
i^b'bas beard it can resist its phwegmd they.arp^MMg|sB 


h^rd it p&n ,ref rst it^ 











.a‘ A.d 1. ov.*" '™,r":g.gblt 




Ul. .And he overt nrew ms eue.mb:^ ^ 

U order to the hind. For the strength ot th* Uftu^ 

Tillde the hearts of men. .’ » tj 


.1r'^£\\e Leanan-Sidlie was the 

otilv certain families of .historic lineage; or wrsona gif^ 

4S. •« «”* S'S 'k”I.p^ 

fc™ g. 5'“i . w .r, ~;2 “3 % X 

%4sr{SlS£| 

p us mouttifnl beyond all other sounds on 
’gia cXn death to aomft member of the family wfien* 
,i»dieard In tite alienee of the uight. , , . . .,;. 


THE BANSHEE. 

Banahee mean-S .T^rall^wSd Ifrem'S/ 

(van, “the Woman- the llenutitn) , u Buddha'w 

, iiddha. _ mrit o/ 


i^nahee even followe the old r.^ 
Ij^ latide; for space end time offer no 
^^•^hjijj is wlectfd and appointed to 
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teteplng there was a ball after tbo iiuiit, and tba ^ 
ited through the dance with the grace of a ffliry^ tj^u$en, 

5 that saaie night a voice cnme close to the father a i^iiidoWj^ 
ttle face were laid clovso to the glass, and he heard a mouriifiil:\|^^ 
^nj^ion and a cry; and tlie wonls rang out on the air— 
,,i*.lj^tbree weeks death ; in three weeks the grave-— dead— dead/ 

^ad ! ’’ * ' "4^1 

tiiiH'Kthe voice came, and three times ho lieard the words} 
though it was bright moonlight, and hi' hxiked from tho vy 
” ' form wa .4 to he seem 


P ndow o\er all the park, no lorm wn.'t lo oe tseeo. y 

N^xt da>, hjs daughter showini symntoms of fever, and exactly 
i^three weeks, as the Ihin-^idlie hau prophesied, the beaut if 

l&l lay dead. \ 

P'JThe night before her deutli soft music was heard outside tlw^hjy 
though no wor<l was spoktui hv the spirit^voice, and 
ijgiily said the form of a woman crouclie^l beneath a tree, with 
co^erlng her luuid, was distinctly vifihle. Ihit on 
lOTftOching, the phantom disapp^oired, tliough tin^ soft, low musK^ o, 
Jpf the lamentation (‘ontinued till dawn. 

SJ'.Thetithe angel of death entered the lioiise witli soundless 

ie breathed upon the beautiful face of the young glrh^nd.j 
ftsted 111 the sh'i^^p ()f the dead, Ijeiiinith the daik shadows 

|i^u/the prophecy of the Haiidiee came tme, according to 

U(dd hv the spivit-Yoice. 'ML 


^me foret( 


QUEEN MASVE. 

^Wmarkabuk account is given in the llardic Legends of 

appeared tO[*Maeve, queen of Coiiuaught, oil the eve of. 

il^enly there stood before the queen’s chariot, a tall and 
Iftiful woman. She wore a green robe idasped with a goldemi^ 
golden fllle^u lier head, and seven braids for the 
gold were in her hand. Her skin was white m 
in the night ; her teeth were aa pearls : her ]ini red 
^rriea^ of tho mountain ash ; her golden hair fell to 
her voice was aweet as the golden harp^etring 
^ ia akUful hand. , ^ ^ ^ 

aakad tW 








lamily is uw 
when dyinp 
Sir liu’hani 
abet ban wai 






SUPERSTITIONS. 

[Iwotgreat festivals of tlie ancient Irish were Ld Baal Ti 
4av IMv (sacred to llie Sun), and Ld Samnah^ or Xoveh 
^(sacrcnito the Moon). 

I^ood sliould he left out on Novemher E\e for the dead, whja'^^ 
W then wandering uhout. If tho food di'^appears, it is a 
t’ftt the spirits ha\e taken it, for no mortal would dare to touch 
Ifi-eat of the fooil so left. ' 

Never turn your head to look if \ on fancy you hear footsteps, 
36btnd you on tliat night ; for the dead are walking then, 

glance would kill, v ^ 

'"I 

In Novemher a distaff is placed under the head of a young 
it night to make him dream of the girl he is destined to marr}^. - 

‘ 

■ <If a ball of worsted is thrown into a lime-kiln and wound up till^^ 
the end is cauuht bv invisible hands, the ])»'rson wdio winds it g 
Cftlls out, ‘'Who holds the hair"” an<l the answer will be the ^ 
t^ame of the future husband or wife. Ihit the evperiment must lie - 
piade only at midnight, and in silence and alone. ^ 

' . /. 
Whitsuntide is a mo^t unlucky time, horses foaled then will/, 

^ow up dangerous and kill some one. , ^ 

child born at Whit.siintide will have an e\il temper, and may 
^mmit a murder. ; g 

hu'^ware ahui of water at AVhitsnntide, for an evil power is OiiX 
Wa\es and the lakes and the rivei'S, and a boat may 
^Jtfelnped and men drowned unless a bride steers; then the i.lang0f|t 

I/TCd turn away ill-luck from a child born at that time, a 
" Kt,be dug and the infant laid in it for a fgw minutes. 

S^^tocess the evil spell is broken, and the child is safe. 

t 

ifahy one takes ill at Whitsuntide there ks great 
tft TOr the evil spirits are the watch to carry off 
■ , eick person should be left alone at this time, nor^^l 
“ ■ ' tete ^ aafeguors, aa well as fire; again^tl^ 



















THE FAIRY RATH. 



^^'sncieut rntli, or fort, or lid?, general!)' enoloaed 

and Imd two or mort' ramparts, formed Ly the heads of 
S for defence. But rviien the race of the chieftains died oU^ 
Sn the Sidhe crowded into the forts, and there held couu| 
tad ' veld and dances; and if a man Pf ° & 

Eotind at night he could liear the swWt fairy music ri8iDg»l^^ 

^r":S ™r.iw i. ..a,.i .. ii« .»d "« »«>*' 9 

ch ton . Ir,.- .1.1 g.w. ... it. ..r to o.rry J| 
Itone But daugerous Ahovo all would it he to build on a fa)i|M 
S’ I man attempted sueh a rash act, the faine.s would puM 
At on his eves, or ^give him a crooked m-'th , tot no ImmA.M 
Sind should dare to touch tiieir ancient dancing 
1^? It is not ritrht, the pemle. say, to ,sing or wliuede at night 

Dg the air he has heard in his dreams. - 

Tn thi?wav the hards learned their songs, ninl ^ 

i,«VZ and toncheti the liarp with a master ham so that th;* 
l4Sn gathered round to 'listen, though invisible to .nor^| 


FAIRY NATURE. 

Siodh-Dunf, or the Mount of Peace is 
fairies, It is an ancient, sacred nlace, where 
Itoae used to retire to pray, when “''5' 

Eries meet there, every seven years to pe rm the aJJ 
lifijt&,tjcin and^noutiung for having been . i aS 

T^^ake,anVtill are peopled 

*f wrtb ; the wilful, capncious child-sp rits of 
seem to feve created this strange fairy race 
a-. f.to ♦hiiiffl tbev atrangely,jesp.iPbl», Mjl^W b 

Bill 


L seem m y,- *' 

to.ia§.thiijgB tbpy 








strivinp; !i;;ialnsf limitations tnwaij* 
f'pkndoiir : I lie ri'ntli'ss centrifiij^l forco of Iif«/i 
1 to tho c(?Dti|n'tal| vliicli ih I’Vff fockiiijif tt calm (juicsct, 

its anpiiited Miilirri'. ^ ■ t • i* . 

^veW tetim^ncv to suppr^tition, fo imiVKod ni IriMi iidtuw^^ 
an, in^tinctno di^likt' lo llic narrow limit ; 
^Cp(}n 8 miM‘. It IS cImriii'liTi/iMl by a passioiuilo \earniilg\V | 
teyslii'diS tlu* wiyiii', llio ilio l]lM:^lhlt*, ami tlio boundli^ 
l&iiteof the realms of iiminimition Tlierefore thc 
ilie people of the foiivniaihMimJiiut' an irrpsistiblo atlraetioij 
tpr the Irmli heart. Lilo' llieiii, (lie Irish love youtli, beiuit\, 
frtilendonr, lavish pomru'-itv, imi'ie and Fono, the fea.st and llitj 
^DCe. The mirl h and ( he i (a hlf.> paany t.f 1 he mil ional tempem-^'' 
Dicnt finds its ime t^ptimmi iii tin' niiid jirankHnf \]\f* I hnulo f\ui 
iie I;^prehiwn,\\\v nieirv spmt^ (hat luiiint the dells and gler% 
bd lovilv eut al tilt' v\a\fiiier timii under the thiek-h'at with thei^pyj 
glitteriiii;,^ e^'s Thr iibinration that rise^ to ]tontry under 
iufiuGDcA'fVxeiteiiieiit IS i'\piv.si.t>(l b\ the litdiiT 111 the Lmm\^ 
Mty ^^he yove.'i povv^r to sting; ^vllile the drep pathos of 
nature finds its '♦fullest reprex'iitution in the tender, plaintive^ 
^iritnal niiMo of the wail and lauieiilatioii of the , 





LEGENDS OF ANIMALS^! 




, There are ro traces in Irish legend uf uiiinial worbhip, but m, 

. coucerning the intluence of animals upon human life, and of 
'interference with human affairs. ^ 

' The peasants believe that the domestic animals know all al 
especially the dog and the cat, d hey lenten to e\ erything t 
is said ; they watch the expression of the face, and can even 
^ the thonglits. Thy Irish say it is not safe to ask a question 
dog, for he may answer, and should he do so tl^ questioner 
surely die. ^ ^ 

^ The position of the animal rac« in the life scheme is certain 
full of mystery, (difted with extraordinary intelligence, ytfM 
with dumb souls vainly struggling for utterance, they seem 
..qirisoned spirits in bondage, suffering the punishment, periiapSjfiS^a 
' isin in some former human lifo, and now waiting tlm completiomdfM 
jlie cycle of expiation that will aduinee them again to the hnnf^^ 
'^’iJtate. 

■ The three most ancient w'ords in the Irish language are, ifeJ 
' ^ said, Tor, a tower ; (a, a hound, and Bo, a cow. The lattej: W0“ 
gils tjie same as is found in the Greek Bosphonis^ and intiicnome 
clature of many places throughout Europe. 




CONCERNING DOGS. 

\oto very weird superstitions exist in Iixiland concerning | 
^pwlings of dogs. If a dog is heard to howl near the houie^ 
person, all hope of his recover}' ia given up, and the 
®pmself sinkus into despair, knowing that his doom is 8eal^;|| 
^pie;Irish are not alone m holding this superstition. ^Th^ Emm 
G ieeks, and I^an& all looked on tlio 
^^j^omiaous. The v^y woid y 

thp Gre&t hhkpyt}& 






or keen, probably from ft tWi 

j^pntfition wasalsocoramontoothernatioueof aatiqttity^ 
t»rmV8^ Greeks, and Uoniansliad their hired mourners, wild 

iwhijfelh^ hair and mournful cadoiiced hymns, led*<pn 

wVwicl^ly parade of deatli. Thus t he Trojdii 'women keened 
^^fOr/ithe chorus beinp led l>y tlie beautiful Helen herself. 

th)wling of the dofif was (Stii^idert'd by these nations as th^^, 
notfe of the funeral dirge and the signal tliat iho coming of ^ 
^jith was nea;-. 

the origin of the superstition may he traced back to Egypt, , 
itwb^re dogs and dog-faced gt'><l'S ^^e^^‘ obiectn of worship ; probably 
''^'-ecause Sirius, the Doir.^lar, apprared precisely before the rising A 
tthe Nile, and tlieieby f^a\e the people a iii} stic and supernatural 
aniing to prepare for the overilow. 

'^e Jiomans ludd tliai (lie liouliui: of dogs yas a fatal presage 
,ie#, and it is noted amongst the direful omens that preceded^- 
death of (h^esar, lloraie aKo sa\s that T’anidia by ]u‘r speiy^^ 
Borccries could bring ghosts of dogs from hell ; and Virgi) 
kes the dog to hiovl at the approai'h of Tli'cate, y 

^ .„’'It is remarkiilde that when <it»gs see spiiits (and they are keenly A 
"^EBiTne to spirit intliience) they lU'ver bark, but only bowl. Phft * 
Jfebbins 3a> that ‘‘ whim the Angel of Death enters a city iho dpgfi ;.'h 
MJliowl. Ibit when Elias appears then the dogs rejoice and ar$ 
fferry.” And Dahlu Jehiida the.lu^t states, 1 1mt once upon a time 

the Angel of Death entert'd a hoir-'e the dog howled and 'V| 
dlud; but lieiiig presently brought liacli he lay down in tear and 
'■^^mbltcg, and HO dusi. _ ' , 

^his strange .Miperstilion concerning the howllngof dogs, when 
_^suppo%^d, they are conscious of the approach of the Spirit^ of 
^•^tb, and see him tlimigli he is sfiroiided and iiiyisible to biiihan. 
yes, may be found peitading the legeiaD of all nations from ibe 
perHsl dowm to the present time, for it still exists in full 
amongst all class(*M, the edueattsl, as well us the unlettered g, 
-^jiiftantry ; and U) this day the howling^ of a di'ig wdiere ft 
J^ton is lying is regardisl in Ireland in all grades of society 

dismay as a certain sign of anproacliiiig death. ^ . z’t; 

Ir'isfi may liave olitaimsl the superstition throiifrh Egypt^y^ 
^l^tiicift, ()r Greece, for it is the opinion of smne erudit^i 

Irish wolf-dot;- [('ants gracius Jlih^rnkus) was descend ed^^J 
doga of .Greece. ^ ^ 

mstrange and noteworthy that altbougb the dog is so faith- 
^j’tuan, yet it is never mentioned in the Bible without an 
i'0f contempt ; and Moses inhiacode of laws makes the doj 
ntiinfal, probably to deter the Israelites from tfe 
of thii animal It mu the lowest 
GhyttoyaW ft *dog f//: 






beinp jealous of the splehdour 6f the FeniauJ 
their bitfer enemy, nnrl set himself t.0 curse 
IlkUliOUDdfi in the land 

J^m mn answeroi, “ If tli<m .■.hoiiKest ciirsA limn, mv'wise, 
bir^ not a room eii^t or wo^t in thy great maneion but\ 

^IJbUhi ^ilh tire." . . - 

Bran ^‘.st<Ml on tln‘ mountain ^^ith Fionu, his lonl uud _ 
ffltoer, and was saff fiom harm 

Pyet, so fate decreed, Bran tinally ne't hi^ death hy means of ft 
woman. One day a '^now-whitc hurt, with hoof^ that shone like 
l^ld. was scent H“fl tm tlie hill, and all the hoinnls pursueil, Bran/ 
Hour after hour pa^'^id hv,anil still the hart fle<l on,tlie 
^O^Wtds fnllowinii, till one hy one they nil dn'pped otT from weari- 
not one N\ as left sa\e]»ran dlnm the hart houded for 
Pb&^atid I'eiieliing a high elitf, she pluiigeil from it straight 
iJb^yn into the w<iter: the imhle IiiiiiikI leaped m at once after her, 
and Jkdzed tln^ hurt us she ruse tii tie* surface . hiit at that instant 
flbe changed into the fuim of aheautiful lady, andhiung her hand 
feon the head of Bran, sin* drew him do^Ml labieaih the water, 
^Ttd the beautiful lads an<l I'lonn’s .sphuidnl liuiind disappeared 
and were mmui no inoie But ininenu)r\ of the e\ent the 
wn from wliieli In* leapeil is called ( ’ueL'-g-y-Bran , nhile thelalte 
the castle besnh' it an* ealli'il Tienuuh Hran (the lordship of 
to this day. So the name and nieniory of hiunn's lu/und, 
tfltjd his wrsiioni and achievement^ are not forgotttu) h\ the people ; 
!j^d many dogs of the chase are still ealh‘<l ulti'rhiin, fi'r the name 
feiliougfit to hnng hiek j(» tin* liunter and snort .Minaii. But the 
Biorar (the Hag of |he Water! is held in much dread, 
is hclieyed that slu' still lives in a cavt* on the hill, and is 
dy to work her ev'il spells whenever op|iortunity offers, and 
‘bouse is shown undt'r the eairn, alsit the liealen path 
^I^JftTersed thti lake. Many t'ffoits hiivt' been made to drainrXhe 
but the Druid priestt',s-4, till* Hag of tin* A\ater, always in- 
and casts' some spell to jireyent the completion of tlia 
The water of tiie lake has, it is said, the singular ppperty 
„nlng the liair a silvery vyhite ; and the great Fionn having 
batWl therein, he emi'rged ii withered old man, and woe 
j^rofltored to youth jiy means of strong spells and incantations. 





- t 




Ormac'fl Glossary there is an interesting account of how the 
■^pdog camo into Ireland, for the men of Britain were under 
'rders that no lapdog should be given to the G^el, either ofc 
ioB or of free will, for gratitude or friendship. ^ ' 

ene<i thatCairbr^ Muse went to visit a friend 








^S»W. Himtti6yseke4;ana timagj 
Simal in a hp, A^y iiv«ec<ied to ‘ f™™2*L 

,r over a low w-all, till the poor beast was ^ito >1*^“^.=^ 
lidniicbt they bef^aii tlielr luiholv wort Ihe luer and B® 

B Xted ll the name of the l5vil One, ami then bmled40% 

1 they became so dry that they could easily he reduced ^ 
der which was kepi for use when opportuiutv offere. . TM 
1 came ■ the voiine sriuire arrived oneeveniiifr as usual, to W 

1, the ordinarv aiaomit of audiU'Ky and hvpoerisy. .I'^t NpA 

nthev ciews.’s^i slie made the tea hy her little lire ill n Wflrf 
p.it for this was iildispensahle, and ludueed her lover to sMy , 
^a'riakc of it with lier, almiiTwitli a fresh pridd le caU. Then 

If (Irank tluMiMi With tVvfibli aii\u'l>* Ihi . - ,, 

•ond her Inipes, A cioleiil and ardent passmn seemed s«dden > ; 
have seirid the Voui.e man. ami he not only made 
. nrettv Nera, Init offered her hmlmnd in marriiir, 'f ‘'^4 

£1 kill k»i.a. ,1 ,k,- Mu,i 

ited, esneciallv as rumours of witelieiaft and . - 

,re bnu ed ahinit the neiehhourhood And on ^ “ v'l 

Sv he” oun'hman wa.s lairried avay half stunned lifte.l' 

0 I r i n d driven straight home, wliere he was locked up |g 
L vhh rhm, and not allowed to hold any connnimioat.on w>M 

Thhillh^do^s of the powder aw® 

b so nearly taken. No"' lie saw there was really tMtch«a|^M 
flllich the power of the hazel twnr.s had completely 
lifl'tliB acconulhce havin^^ cinifesi^od the sotcen piactise^^M 
tftii Nora and herself, ho hated the girl henceforth 
police loved^^er ^ pn 
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., JilBrated into a withewl little witeh-faced cr^tura, 
jESKtiined bv everv one, and jeerpii at for the failure of 
^1d|ie lie, which hail nil omiic tn iiotliii)};, though she had the 
JW hiinflplf to aid iior: for such is the fate of all who (leftl’l, 
anti dc\ il\ nia;Tic, fi^prciallv with tlu* help of Satan’s 
l^in^^rumcnt of wutchduft the Ithick cat, 

there is a cortaii^ luub of more power even than the cat^S 
W to piixliiet' lo\ Ilum^di what t in, luuh is, Only the adept 
tJtjws and cun rtwoal. TIh* inlliuuicc it (‘xeraisen lasUi, It is said,'^ ' i 
j-for twenty-ont‘ M‘ar\ and thou etai^es an<l cannot ho renewed. .\h 
)?', 'A gentleman, now' Ining, onco ate of this herb; which W'M^ 
to him by his wifo's ^tn dtiir-maid, and In consequenc-e ho 
^„V<IS fated to lo^e the girl for tin' speciliod tinio. Not lieung then 
irfthte to endure hm wifo's prosmic.*, ho sent her awniy from the 
j-'lipuse, and de\otod hiniH*lf oxclusnoU to the s('r\ant. Ninetojeu 
fyftlira have now pas^od liv, and the poor lady h still waiting 
Impatiently to the end of tin' tweiitv-one } oars, below ing that the 
^■^dtch-spell w ill tiion ot'aM', and that lior lnh?aiiid’s love will 
^i|isrs oiieo 11)011*. For alioailv ho ha*' hoon iiiquirjiig after her, and 
^S f'hihli'eii, and has hot'u hoard laiiionting tin' nunlness that 
ipirced him to driv** thorn from tin* liou^i* for the sake of the 
J^nial, who usurjiod his wife’s [ilaci' by moans of some wicked 
iprecry w'hich he luid no power to ro^dt. 
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most importani pi'T'-oiiago in folim* hi'torv is the King of the ;y]h> 
lie may ho in vonr houso a coimnon looking fellow^ enough^ ^ 
&tfh no distinguishing mark of exalted rank about him, so that it 
fe yery didicult to verify hi*' gonutm* chiiniH to royalty. Therefor^A'^l 
best way is to cut off a tiiiv litth* hit of Ins ear. if he is reallj^^C 
royal personage Jie will immeiliatelv speak out and declare 
he is ; and perhapwiil the same time, tell you some very > 
Sgreeable truths about \ ourself, not at all pleasant to have dia-VV 
^Msaed by the house oat, ; F 

^;Adnan once, in a fij of pas,sion, cut off the head of the domestic 
throw it on the tire. On which tlie head exclaimed; in - 
^ Yoic^*; tell your wife that you have cut off the head^^' 
’^P^King of the Cats; but wait 1 1 shall come hack and 
' for this insult,” and the eye^ of the cat glared at htjs^ 
ly from the fire. 

m it happened ; for that day year, while the master d i 
nlayjpg with a pet kitten, it suddenly fle\v ^ hi#tbr 




imm 


that one 

Iffi'uo terv late spiunmg, wli'^u a Imockuig eame to 'W ^HW 
Ir^o^is there ?’’ she asked. Nu answer ; but still the knOe^^H 
|4pt on. “Who IS tliere?" she ,V, 

il^ver; and the knot-king eontimied. "Who la there t jjlW W 
l&ked the third time, in a very angry passion 0||||| 

:f.Then there cam.- a small voice-" Ah, ,ludy, agrah, I t IMM 
mt I am cold and liungry; open ‘he door, , nd\, agrah, ai^^l 
Ime sit hy the tire, for the night i.a cold OUt here. •’nJ}. 

r Tlie hea® of ,Tudv was touched, for .she thought it was SO^^ 
limaU child that had' lost it. way, and she ro.se up from her sp^ 
'filing, and went and opmed the .loor-when m "‘‘'hed a l»cgOT 
'^black C!it with a ^^hltp breast, aiei two white kittens attei 
■' Thev all made over to the tire and hegan to wann and 
t'therasllves, purring all the time very loudly; but .ludy 

/ never a word, only went on spinlllnj^^ i i 'j. + ' 

Then the black "cat spoke at la.st-" .Indy, agrah. don t stay « 
P SO late again, for the fnirie.s wanted to hidd a sXi^« 

id to have some .supper, hut vmi have prevented the^® 


p'SO late a^^ain, lor nit' iinuco v.. 

■, Lht.and to have some .supner, hut vmi have ‘hol^S 

i sohliev were r ery angry and determined to ki you, and oidy « 
fc.my.self and my twi> daughters here vou would be 
Vtime. So take mv advice, dout inter pre with the f;‘ 
again, for the night is theii.s, and they hate to look ^ 

f ^ mortal when tiiey arc out for pleasure or busiuess. So I ran ^ 
^ tell vou, and now give me a drink of nulk, or 1 ma t 0® 
W,, And after the milk was lini.died the cal stood up, and 
^,vMaufl:bter8 to come away. n 

“Good-iiighf, Judy, agrah,” she said. ' Aon ^ 
i'civil to me,^iid I’ll not forget it to you. Uood-night, ge^ 

e l, lack cat and the two kitt^ens 'yiyf.'lypi 
Iv looking down saw something glittering on« 
,g it up she found It was a piece of ® 

uld make lU a month by her "k'^ng, anjm 
heart, and never again .sat up so 't* ’“‘^P 

iurs,but the black cat and her daughters cai:n|. 

B house. i. c'jt 

tiik demon cat. gO" 

foregoing legend had evidently clmr^^ 

•ell iutonfioned ; but there ara oth«P^^ 

8, that are, in fact, demogs^or 












Sg a ^^rt)e\% anti nuief a cat, you should tarti bAwt. ^' 1 : 
itfcust^eet^YOu on the roml, nnt sitbply le in llip boi) 

Jltdit ^ust look }<m full in tie* face. '1 hp?t cross yourself 
^):n baC‘k ; for a witcli or a devil is in }Our natli. • 

^ is believed also that if a hlack cat is killed and a lican piscwi^ 
^itlie iieart, and the iiiiiinal afi.‘r\sards hiined, the beans thu^^ 
jMiw fjom tliat seed will confer evtruordinary power; tor if 
places one in lus inoutli, he will hCcoine iiuisible, und 
I^Miywnere he likes witlumi hnini^ seen. 

^‘Cats have iriilv sonu-ilmi- awful lu lliem. Amwdinp: to 
popular belief they know e^ol Uhlll<; (hut is said, ^d 
various shapes i1iroin:h iluor dinnoiiiae power. A ent once lived' v^f;;* 
In a faiiuei^ faiiiilv lor u)aii\ )eais. imd underst.iod hoth_ Irish 
%nd' I'aiylish perbrib.. Then'lhe laimh grew afraid of it, for, 

^ev said it would certuiiih tnlk muik* da\ -‘^o the farmer put it 
4 to a hag, dotmiuimal to nd of it on the mountains, hit on 
|he miv hr IIIH 11 I'ii'li "f hniiiv!'. luia Ihi' iln,;.- .-iiiOi lit the % 

%id drVeU 'f ‘^“0 !”’* 0 '^' i.#® 

aiomids tti're (111 it 111 It ramiM'ii'. nnd tnvr.ihe e«.r aiiimill to^ 
pieces. l[ni\c\rr, hcfmv her ih'iilh hhe Imd tinio to suv to 

farmer in MTV pin, 1 Indi- "it m well for mu , hut I iiiin-t d"' O- 

for hud [ lived 1 me, ml to hum hilled \ou this mr\ iiiKbt , >- 

anmae were the hi.f d\inc words -f the e.it uttered in her destff 
■^gome.s. before llie fuee nl ninu\ eiedihle wilies-rs, .n iheio cao 
Jia no doubt on the matter. , . # . . 

fCats were special objects of nn-loruai^ dicad to Aie aucient^- 

t ish. They ladieved tluU imiii) of tlimn were men and womel) 

etamoriihosed into cat«, h\ .lemoiiiMCal power. Cats ulst) were , 

'"he guardians of hidden Iveasuro, and had often great battlc!^, 4 ji 
long themselvfS on account of the huldeii gold; when ii demon,.; 
m the shape of the cl.ief cat, kd on the opposing forces on 04 ^ > 

^e, and compelled all the cats in the district to take part in 

The Ilriiidical or roval cat, the (’hiff mOTiarch of all the cats 
^eland, was eiidowcil with human speech and faculties, and 
great and singular pruilegea. “A slender black 
^iftring a chain of .silver, so it is described. , 1 ^ ' 

^^I’here Is a legend that a beautiful princeas, a kings daughter^' 
^vipg gone down tef bathe one day, waa there enchanted by J 
Seked atepniotber, who hated her; and by the spell of the 
3Sment she was doome<l Jo be one year a cat, another a sw«ri| 

' mother an otter ; but with the privilege of assuming ligT 
19I shape one dav in each j^ear, under certain condition^ It 
" t regretted tliat w^e have no account as to the tnod^J 
itfi rrincese Faithlean eienjiaed her brief 
ior.the nArratiOti Favc had ;* 








ID AKDTlft tCfjICi 



I am comely to look upon, and be bade me wrvft 

SSaffood myself. ” . 

^^■^’akeit away,” said Seanolian, “ thou art an unseemly giH, i 
of none more uglv. I luive‘ staoi thy grandmother ; she sat ' 
f wall one day and pointed nut tlie Avay witli her hand to some V;1 
iji^lling lepers. How muld 1 touch tliy foo<l ? ” So the maidej 

away in S4)rrow. ^ 

And them Guaire tlie king was indeed angry, and he exclaimed, , 
malediction on the mouth tliat uttered that!. May the kisS’ 
of a; leper be on Seanchan’s lips before lit' dies ! • a ^ 

r Now there was a young rierving-[.orl there, and she said to . 
^etiScban, ‘‘ There is a lien’s egg in tlie place, my lord, may I bring ^ 

^Tt to thee, oh, Ghief Hanl ? ” . , t ^ e 

'' It will sulTice,” said Seanehan ; “ bring it that 1 may eat. . , 
"h But when she went to look f.>r it, heliold the egg was gone. 

Thou hast eaten it,” said the Imrd, in wrath. ^ n ^ 

60, my lord,” she answered; “hut tlie imo*, the nimble 
"race, haie carrie<i It away.” „ ■ 

.. Then 1 will .satirize them in a poem, said beanclian ; and 
-forthwith he chanted so hitter a satire against them that ten mice 
fell dead at once in hta presmu'e. 

^"'Tifl well,” said Soanclian ; “hut tlo^ cat la the one most to , 
^lame, for it was her duty to supinvss the mice. Therefore I shall , 
r^tirize the tribe of the cats, and their chief lord, rrusari, son of t 
?Atusan. For I know where he hvt- with his wife bpit-iire, and ^ 
daughter Sharii-tooth, ANith her hrotheis, the Purrer and th% , 
^&^OAvle^. But I shall begin amIIi Trusaii himself, for he ib king, 

'^Ifl.ud answerable for all tilt' cats. ’ xi ■ 

iVnd he said-“ Irusaii, monster of chiw«, who strikes at the- 
^fttoiise, but lets it go ; weakest of eats, Tlu^ otter did well wl^ 
Ibbit Off the tips of thy progenitor’s ears, so that_e\ery cat since 
^Wed-eared. Let (by tail hang doAv n ; it is right, for the moiieo^ t 


I'oeei^ at thee.” , -j x i • 

Tfbw Ini-sim beard tliese words in Ins ca^e, and be said to his 
r ^uehter, Sharp-tootli ; ‘‘ Scanclian Inis satirized me, but 1 will be- 

naid, “ bring him here alive, that may all 

fe%ko our revenge.” » t a 

shall go then and bring him, said Inisan ; so send thy 

[low^w'benht’waa told to Seaneban that the King of tbe CaU ^ 
ii on his' way to come and kill liim, be wm timorous, and 
ht Gnoire and all the nobles to stand by and protect bimj 
witore long a vibrating, impressive, impetuous Mund wT 
Utft a rafirintr tempest of fire ift full blazd, xAnd 
iKem^ to them oI.th« alto of 






nimble, angty, vmaictwe, giare-eve 
Such eitnilitude. But lie 

not minding till lie came to Seanche 
i^r/ed by the arm and jerked him up on lu.s back, f 
V?^y he came before any one couhl touch him ; for hi 
0r object m view but to get hold of the poet, 
low Seanclian, being in evil plight, had reconnso to 
h, Irusan," he exclaimed, “ liow truly splendid thou i 
ning, suchdeaps, such strength, and such agility 1 B 
L have I dune, oh, Irusan, son of Arusau ? spare me, I 
ivoke the saints between thee and me, oh, great Kin 
s,” 

3ut not a bit did the cat let go his hold for all this t 
went straight on to tdonmacnoise where there was 
t St. Kieraii happened to be there standing at the duoi 
^ What ! ” exclaimed the saint ; “ is that the Chief Bar 
the back of a cat ? Has Cuaire’s hospitality ended ii 
d he ran for a red-hot bar of iron that was in the fun 
ick the cat on tlio side witli it, so that the iron passed 
a, and he fell down lifeless. 

^ Now my curse on the hand that gave that blow I ” 
d, when he got upon his feet. 

^ And wherefore 1' ” tusked St. Kieran. 

^Because," answere<l Seanchan, “ I would rather In 
led me, and efiten me e\ery bit, that so I might bring 
Guaire for the bad food he gtive me ; for it was all ' 

wretched dinners that I got into this pliglit.” 

And when all the other kings heard of Seanchan’s mii 
ly sent to beg be would visit their courts. But he wo 
^tber kiss nor welcome from them, and went on his wo 
olic mansion, where the best of good living was alwt 
(K And ever after the kings were afraid to oifend Sei 
So as long as he lived he had the chief place at the 1 
the nobles there were made to sit below him, and i 
content. Ami in time he and Guaire reconc: 
anchaii and all the ollamhs, and the whole Bardic As 
m feasted by the king for thirty days in noble style, 
e choicest, of viands and" the best of Firench wines 
fved in goblets of silver. And in return for bis splentj 
lity the Bardic ’ Aasociation decreed, unanimously, ^ 
anks to the king. And they praised him in poem»^^ 
Oftn^rous,'^' by wFich name he was ever after.knOvrti i 
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f THE BABD|. ■ 

Wsh kingB In ancient times kept up splendid hospitHlitf-tift' 
Respective courts, and never sat dov^ui to an entertaioiueQt^l 
said, without a hundred unities at least beinpf present** NeitiJ.’ 
and superb living to the royal race came the learned men’/,' 
■(lllamhs aud poets ; tliiiy were placed next the king, and abovft;^ 
jnoblea at the festivals, and very gorgeous 'WOB the ap|pearanc«i^ 
Ee Ard-hile on iliest< oci'asions, in his white robes clasped^ 
golden brooches, and a circlet of gold upon his head ; 
aide lay the golden liaqi, which he seized when the 
came upon him, and swept the chords to songs of love^ 
"praise of immortal heroes. The qiu^en alone had the privilege 
the poet to recite at the roynl banquets, and while he 
^piliiimed, no man dared to interrupt liim by a single wonl. 

train of fifty rumor haids alwavs attended the cJiief poet^^EK^ 
were all entertained frt‘e of cast wherever they visit^d^ , 
S^il^ughout Ireland, mIiiIc the Ard-Fik^ \va^ borne on meu^ia^ 
^^bc^ldera to the palace of the king, and there presented wi^h 4 -^ 
^^IdbTobe, a cliain, and a girdhi of gold. Of one baid, it ii re^'' 
^^^od that tlie king gave him, in a/ldition, liis liorse and Qnnour,^ 
rings to his liand, one thousand ouncoe of pure gold, and bUv 
Hew^board. 

game of che,s,s is frequently referred to in tlie old bardiol; 
and chess seems to have lieen a favourite pastime with tbt0^: 
from the most remott* antiquity. The pieces niusl liave 
i®'pl-"gr0at size, for it is nucrated that the great Cuchullen killed/ 
My ^fflesae n ge r who had told liim a lit', by merely flingiup'- a chesamaif, 
which pierced his brain. The royal ('lte>B-boar<l waa ' 
and richly decorated. Ono ia described in a maniu&cripfc 
^^^e.'twelfth century: “It was a board of silver and pure gold>^ 


^Sj^'pvery angle wob illuminated with precious stones. And tbero, 
a man-ba^ of woven brass wire.” But the ancestors of 
king had in their hall a chess-board with the pieces form^i 
Mi th%bo7te4 of thHr hereditary encviie^, 

dress of the bards added to their splendour, for the Breb<)rv& 
liifa eiffiCtcd that the yalue of the robes of the chief poet shotild; 
jiVe milch cows, and that of the poetess three cows; tbft’ 
robes being of the value of seven cow^s, including a diade)^ 
goidftD ^il, and a robe of scarlet silk, embroidered in divert 
The scions of the royal bouse had also the right to seT^: 
their mantle; while the poet was allowed six, and^T^ 
^jjgl^V'^tbe nurnber of colours bein^ a sign of dignity. 4j^ 

highly 





;t aod ^vlse OUan^-1^6dh.^\vf{^ of Jreland^'l^^^S 
t and endowe<^a c^ille^e at Tara, near the 
called Mur-Ollanih, “ the Wall of the Learnt, 
id sciences were represented there by eminent ..p| 
i great ollaves of music, history, poetn,', and orator 
^ed and feasted together, and fornitsl the great Barf 
1 , ruled over by their own president, styled the ^VjP 
ef poet of Ireland, from FxluhcJit (phiLfsophy ox i] 
dom); for the poets, above all men, wt're requir^y 
i free from all sin that could be a reproach to learnip 
was demand L*d — 

“ Purity of hand, , 

Purity of mouth, ^ 

' Punty of learning:, ' 

Purity of marriage ; ” 

^Jl^^landany olhimh tliat did not ])reserve these four purities lost ha 
ids income and his <lignity, the poet being' esteemed not only tl 
jy'Ji highest of all ineikfor Ids learning and intellect, but also as beir 
the true re\ ealer of the supreun^ V, isdoin. 

Music Avas sedulously taught and cultivated at tlie coll^ 
f: - of the ollamlis ; for all the ancient life of Ireland moyod 1 
music. 

The Brelions seated on a hill iiitone<l the laws to the listen!?] 
people; tlie Sennchies chanted the genealogies of the kinga^,^ai] 
the Poets recited the deeds uf the lieroes, or sang to their go] 
' harps those exquidte airs that still enchant the W('U'ld, and whip 
been wafted down along the centuries, an echo, according f 
tradition, of the soft, ])athetic, fairy mtisic, that haunted the hfi 
and glens of ancient Ireland. 

The chief poet AVas required to know by heart four hundj:^ 
4p^^oems, and the minor hams two hundred. And tlan’ Avere bouDJ 


poems, and the minor hams two hundred. And tlan’ Avere bounJ 
to recite any poem called for by the kings at the festivals. 0q qp 
occasion a recitation was demanded of the Ifgend uf the TainkrU. 
8^^ Ouailne, or Tlie Great Cattle Iluid, of Avhieli Maeve, queen of 
jnaught, was the heroine, hut none of the bards kneAv it. This 

to be a gretif disgrace, and Seanclian and the hards se^fc^ 
traverse Ireland in search of the story of the Taiqp,,^U^8 
^^^'^Oeasa, or a solemn oath, ndt to sleep tAvice in the same plaOq.S 
found. ^ 

At length it wgs revealed to them that only the dead 
Roy knew the poem, and forthwitli they proceeded; to his g 
,?in4 fastod and prayed for three days, while they invoked ] 
'kp'ffeat. And on their invocation Fergus-Koy uproj^e ii 
j^tjy and stood, in his grave clothes be|ore them 
beginning to end to the lis 





• this expedition^ Guaire the Generous tcioif 
I and the poete^es of the I:?ardic Assooi&tiott, so a5 
t trouble the bards wliile on t^eir wanderings in searcn"^ 
the Taine. Yet they do not seem to lii^ye bee^S^ 
^,deis, these learned ladies; for it is related of one oib;’; 
ffiloem, '^rigit tlie poetess, that althouirh she only ate otor' 
K^n’s at a meal, yet she was called Bngit of the great" ' 

on their return from the searcli for the Taiue that the ^ 
Ij^arda tjecreed a yott' of thanks to Gnaire the king. 

onier to Iceep up tlie dignity <>f the great bardic clan, ah in- ' 
^'^me wnis paid by the State to each of the professors and poetS 
^j^afecording to Ills eminence ; lliat of tlie cliief port being estiiriated 
antiquarians at about tne tlmu'^iand a year of our money, for the 
^jofty and learne<l Ikuslic Assoiuation <iis^iained commerce and toil. 
y,!rbe Fileos lived only on muiirutniji and the hospitality of theif,- 
>gOyal and noble patron^, wliicli they aiuplv repaid by laudatory jodqS'"';- 
iXStid sonnets. But, if due homage were denied (hem, they deuouucea ^ 
iikthe ungenerous and nicu-ard defaulter in the^most scathing and ’* 
1 bitter satires. Of one ('liud it is reconle<l tliat be alisolutely yrentV 
^^mad and <]ied in ('on^iMpience of the malignant poems that were 
fc^ade on him by a cleyrr satirical hard, ^ ''d 

At last the Brehons fi'uind it lU'cessarv to talte cognizance f 
i^rof this cruel and terrible implement of social torturto and enacts- ' 
/^■^ente wmre framed against it, with strict regulations re- \ 
^si^aitling the quality and justice <.f tlie satires poured Ou|i^,; 

the poets oil tho^e who had (he Courage to resist tlieir. "J 
fifeactions and resent their iiisoleiiee. Finally, hoy ever, the . 
jfjollamhs, poets, and poete.s.^es became so intolerable that the reign* os 
Jdng king of Ireland about thostyenth centurv made a great effort. ; 
extirpate the whole bardic race, hut failed, they were top, 
strong for him, though he succeeded 
p^^abridging tlnar privil 
ktheir nuinliei-s: and 

Bardic Associatiou, _\ct the\ ne\er aftcrwnnls regained the"^ 
Srpqvrer and dignuty which tlie\ once held in the land, before their - 
^Sde and insolent contempt of all classes wlio were not nnmbei^d ■ 
®iiong8t the ollamhs ami tilea^, had aroused such violent ani-; ; 
jmpaity. The Bre.lion law.s aFo decreed, as to the distraint of 
that Ins horsewhip be taken from him, “ as a warningtFat 
not to make use of it uuti]i he renders justice/’ Perhaps by g;, 
Sffi^icirsewliip was meant the wand or staff which the p(X‘ts carried^,S 
wood, on which it is conjectured they may have inscribe^^ 
c'^brse'^ in the Oirharn'charar^ter. S® 


in, at least, materialTvs'c 

- '’i 


■•'5, hesvtuiing their revenues, and reduciilg 
:,di they still continued to exist as 





for I will prove hi^ 
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year thef}" should all dseemhla Ut ’ tho aamft 
'hS?'ait the arrival of the three cows. Theti she plunged iiitott^^ 
tod ■was seeu no more. ' f 

tovever, on that day year all the people of Ireland assetublofL^te 
he shore to watch, as tliey luid been directed by the b^autifuh>c 
^«&-)Laiden ; and all tlie high cliffs and all the rocks were covered 
anxious spectators from tlie early dawn. Nor did they wftit 
Exactly at noon tlie woi\es w'ere stirred whth a mighty' 
otion, and three cows ro-'-e up from the sea — a white, a red, ^ 
^&d^ black— all beautiful to behold, with sleek skins, large soft ' 
and curved liovns, white a.s i\ory. They stoi3d upon tbe\^ 
for a while, looking around them. Then each one went in a 
^dlfforent diit'ction, by tliree roads; the black went south, the ' 

north, and tli(‘ milk-white heifer— the ])o-Finn — crossed the 
^plain of Ireland to tlio \er} centre, where ."tood the king’s palace. 

every ] dace .-'ll e passid was mimed after lier, and every well ^ 
^"Bhe drank at anus called T.ouijh-nd-'Uo, Toh^r-J^j-Finn (the well 
white cow), so her memory remains to tliis day. _ 

K 111 process of time the \\'hite lenfer gave hi^'th to twins, a maid 

female calf, and from them detcfialed a great race, still existiii^y^. 
Ireland; after winch the wlnte cow di.'suppeari'd into a great 
d^^ve bv the sea. the entrance to vhich no man knows, And there „ 
T&hfi reiiiains, and will remain, in an emdiunlcd ,>lee]), until tlie true 
king of lure, 1 he lord of lieland sliall ceiiie to waken hep ; butthBn,^' 
tfi fake near the ca\e is still Ineovn a-^ Lowjh-yui-Bo'hanna (the lake, f 
the snow-white cow). Vet snmi* .say that it "was the king’s 
t^angbter was carried otf by eiieliaiit ment to the ca\e, in the form 
iiot a cow, and slie will luo.-r regain her form until she sleeps on v 

t d:he summit of each of the llnet- Inglie-jf mouiitainM in Ireland;' 
^,%ut only tlie true king of hire can ^^alve her from her sleep, and ", 
^ihring her to “the roelv the hig'h place,' when she will he 
'drestored at last to her own beautiful form. ' 

gi . Anotlier legrend .says tliat a re<l-haired woman struck the 
v'hfeautiful E)-Eiim with her staff, aiul .smote her to death ; and the 
y'--j?oar wdiich the white cow gave In dying was lieard throughout / 
y the whole of Ireland, and all tlio j)e(.ple; tiemhled. This is evE 
an allegory. The btaiutiful iMj-hinn — the white cow — '19 
^^iireland herself; and the red-haired woman who smote her to ' 
^dJe&th was Queen Elizabeth, “ in whose lime, after her cruel wars, ' 
cry oh the slaughlei’ed people was heard all o\er the land, and 
up^to heaven for vengeance agaimst the enemies of Ireland 
the kingdom was .shaken as by an eartlujuuke, by the roar ^ 
oppreesi-d agaiubt the tjTant.” | 

path of the white cow across Ireland is maiked by small ^ 
atone monuments, still exiting. They show the exact 


rested each night and had her bed, and the 
connected with the tradition— 

















in lli^- island over tlie faU 
jf thtMioad hand. 


pM^pped the dead hand three times in th^iniljt, then dril^ 
'Sd'put it back again in the hex. " -"/‘S 

hfe girl, as soon as she could get a^vay unperceived, fled 
|or from the room, and s])read the news amongst tin* people^^ic 
a crowd gathered round tin* housi^ wnth angry cries andf 
l^ts to break open the dour to .search for the dead hand. 

It last the woman appeared calm and cold as usual, and told^ 
^^d^hetu tliey were taking a deahof trouble^ about nothing, for there 
no dead hand in the house. However, the people rushed in 
and .searched, but all they >aw was a huge tire oil the hearth, though 
^gthe^ smell of burning fl(''^h was <li.siijictly perceptible, and by thia^' 
^a.they knew that sbe had burnt the Jeud hand. Vet tliia did not ' 
S^'feave her from the vengeance of the neighbours. She was shunned'' 
|^;Tay e\ery one; no one \Mjuld eat with her, or drink with her, 
talk to lier, an<l after a \\hile .she and her husband quitted the 
(^^’"'’island and were mnrr more heard of. 

j|k' ' However, aftt'r she L>ft and tlie butter was brought to the 
juarketi all tlie people luid tlioir fair aud ermal riglits again, of 
'wbicli the wi(.ked witchcraft of tlie woman'liaa defrauded them fijt 
long, and then^ \^as gr'uit rt'joic'inj 
.;|i^nd punishment of tlie wicked witcli 

& 0 

i'. 

THE WICKED WIDOW. 

i jHE evil spells o^or milk and butter are generally practised by'" 
pwomen, and arise from .some feeling of malice, or envy against 
i^rosperoiis neighbour. Hut the spell v\*ill not \vork iinle.ss some 
t;Wrtiou of the milk is hr.st given liy con.smit. The people the/g-i 
fore are very reluctant to gne aA^ay milk, unles,s to some friend. 
That 'tliey could not suspect of evil. Tramps coming in to beg for 
narang of milk .should always be avoided, they may be wntohejs ia* 
^^jdisguiso ; and even if milk is given, it must be drunk in the houae^. 

not carried away out of it. In CTory case the person who^ 
^^^nters must give a hand to the churn, and say, “ God bless all 

young farmer, one of tlie fine handsome fellow's of the West/ 
Hugh Connor, who wma aHo w^ell off and rich, took to wife- 
pretty young girl of the village called Mary, one of theLeydona/ 
there was no better girl in all the country round, and 
ire' yery comfortable and happy together, fiut Hugh CeniJ^ 
keeping company before his marriage with a yolS^ 
^wioJ|tbe place, who had designs on him, and woe filled 
js^heS^ary Leydoft was eeleoted for Conbor's bride^ W'dEira 
fot^Tej^^Dce. 










0, ?fftiich Mary thought smek like the ihcen^e m the ^k 
- '5^itb a hot iron rod from the fire, the strange woman 
of the cross on the threshold, and another over the 
i*. which a loud roaring was heard outside, and the^ wido® 
!^ed in crying out that a hot stick >vas running through 
^e»t, and all her b(Miy w as on lire. And then she dropped down.^ 
^:|h0 floor in a tit, and her face became quite black, ^nd ner limbs 
^^djked in convulsions. 

W ^Js^ow'',” said the stranger, '' }nti si-e w’ho it is put the Evil Ey«t^'^ 
Kon^'^U your house; but the ept'll has been broken at last. Send,?"^^ 
|JcV''th^ meTi to carry her hack to her owi; house, and never let that 
|fWltich-w’oman cross your thresliold again." * 

gA .^ter this the stranger disappeared, and w^as Seen no more 


Now' when all the neighbours heani the story, they would havn 
‘dealings with tlie widow'. She w'as shunned and hated; aud.^'^ 
I flt> respectable peison would ho seen talking to her, and she went;vT^ 
the name ot the hlnl Witch. So her life was very^miserabie^i^g 
not long after she died of slu'et vexation find spile, all by 


?S0lf alone, for no ono W'ould go near her; and the night of 
j^Wake no one went to offer a prayer, for they said the devil wonld:;;5|fiQ 
^be there in person to look after his owm. And no one w'oiild 
^kh her conli;to the grave, for they sai<l the devil was waiting.f^ 
the churchyard gate fur her; and they lirmly believe to 
S^y that her body w'as carried away on that inght from the 
^^d'hy the pow’ers of darlmess. Jlut no one ventured to test 
S'Mth of the story by opening the colIin, so the w’eird legend 
ppains still unsolved. ' 

as for Ilugli Connor and the pretty Mary, they prosper^'^^® 
in all things, and good luck find the blessing of 
to be evermore on them and tiieir liouse, and their 
f^^d' their children, At the same time, Mary never omitted 
l^'bhuiking days to put a red-hot bursc-shoe under the churn accord^^.^ 
Rs the stranger bad told her, who sIih firmly believed w'as 
" ood fairy in disguise, who came to help her in the lime of 
e and anxietv. ^ 


THE^ BUTTER MYSTERY. 

'f . ' - 

were two brothers who had a small fajm and dairy hetw^^ 

they were honest and induatrious, and worked 
though they had barely euougb,, after, all their 
■ f^etbe^i, ^ gb 


af^';dvv+' 



|: ', r'. . ‘ j! . „ ; •“ ^ ■■ ■ - ■ 






^psiwcii from an eMer-tree that grew close to the house, and 
to the dash for a handle. Then the churning went on, but 
surprise, the butter gatliered so thick that all the croc^ 
®1ie house were soon full, and still there was more left. The flam® 
^Hhing went on every churning day, so the bYotliers became richl 
|glfor they could fill the market with their butter, and still bed mitfii 

# thaD enough for every buyer. ^ 

; At last, being honest and true men, they began to fear tliflJ 

\M/tber6 was witchcraft in it, and tliat they were wronging 
y' neighbours by abstracting their butter, and bringing it to thei^ 
own chum in sumo strange way. So they both went off togethe^ 
Vi to a great fairy doctor, aii<l told him the whole story, and aflkw 
5 ^ bis advice. ' { 

“Fcvdish men,'’ be .said to them, “why did you come to me P'l 
^ for now you have brokeii the •'^pell, and you will never have youi^ 
-^crocks filled with butter any more. Your gocnl fortunci has pasted^ 
away, for know the truth now. You were not wronging youJ^ 
^ ' neighffours ; all was fair ami ju.st that you did, but this is bo-y il' 
banpentyi. Long a'go, the fairies parsing through your land hi|d| 

- a dispute and fought a battle, and having no arms, they flunji* 
i lumps of butter at each other, which got lodged in the hranchei^ 

• of tne , elder-tree in great quantities!, for it was just after 

Eve, when butter is plenty. This is the butter you have hiidS 
for the elder-tree luus a sacred power which preserved it untife 

- now, and it came down to vou through the branch you cut 
haiKlle to the dasli. But the spell is broken now that you hav^ 

V' uttered the mystery, and you will have no more butter from tb^ 
^ elder-tree.” " - 

Tlien the brothers went away, sorrowful, and never afte|^^dl|S 
! the butter come he\ond the usual quantity. However, they batk 
: already made so much mouey that they were coiiteut. And th^ 
r Btocked their farm, and all things prospered witli them, for 
I had dealt uprightly in tlie matter, and the blessing of the 
Jfgwas on them. '3 


V. CONCERNING BIRDS. V 

countries supi?r8titioD.s of good or evil are attached 
^Siu birdfl. The raven, for instance, has a wide-world 
^ythebajbinger of evil pd ill-luck, the wild gm 
winter ; the robin is held sacred, for no one won 
IKl^g a Vird who bears on his breast the blessed 







"'"the magpie/' 

Tlife is^o Irish came for tlu> Maj^ie. It is generally callfed^ 
^(wh, a Frenchman, though no one knows why. Manj^ qtieer:^. 
narrated of this )3ird, arising from its quaint ways,^,^ 
roit cunning and habits of petty larceny. Its influence^ is - , 
itfidered evil, though to meet one alone iil the marmDg- 
ionrnev is an ill omen, but to meet more than one 
ie betokens good fortune, according to the old rhymS wfeeb ^ 

g “ One for Sorrow, 

■ I Two for Mirth, 

jjv "" I Three for M. imago, 

» - Four for a Birth.” / 


THE WHEN. 

?^;-Tbe wren is mortally liatt-i by the Irish ; for on oijo occasion/^ 
'■Wiien the Irisli troops were approaching to attack a. portion ofd 
iCnunweU’s iirmv, the wrens oaine and perched on the Irish drums, 
by their tapping and noise iironsed the English soldiers, who 
&n the Irish troop- and killed them all bo ever since the 
firish hunt the wren on St. Stephen ,s Day, and teach then; children ■ 
m.irn it thrmigh with thorns and kill it whenever it can be 
A dead wren was ab^o tied to a pole and carried from ^ 
to house by boys, who demanded money ; if nothing w^ 
P^Ven the wren was buried on tlie dooi-step, which was considered 
^Ik^'jgTeat insult to tlie family and a degradation. 


THE HAVEN AND WATER WAGTAIL. 

ravens come cawing about a house it is a sure sign of deatlr^. 
e raven is Satan’s own bird ; so also is the water wagtail, yet 
of killing it, for it has three drops of the devils blood m. 
little-body, and ill-luck ever goes.with it, and follows it.' 


THE CUCKOO AND ROBIN REDBRE.\ST. J 

very unlucky to kill the cuckoo or break its eggs, fot/tg 
ir-dno weather ; but moat unlucky ot all things is to Idll 
^bmet. die robip is God's own bird, Wed and 

‘Iri the ^teat I^ecause of ihe 

■' 





fc*.S “a™;. a b.„. »d U. .eicicd oaertbrj 



fe'K'sSa'asi 

F€‘#£si'2-S3i^ 

pr£‘;t:s svt:. ™£^l>Sig 

^1- woman bod taken her revenge. , , 

' the WEASEL. - ' ; ^ 

ofieTs. the only remedy « to 




^ 3ujfifig ^]fc}i'9 y^r, if, the . 

ll&y eaten when the sun goes down. 


A croose in killed on St. Michael’s Day because the son 
--ing then nt a feast, Avas choked by the bone of a 
t was restored by St. ^^atrick. Hence the king oniered a gOO^ 
be sacrificed every year on the anniversary of the day to 
morate the event, and in honour of St. Michael. 

, A fowl is killed on St. Martin’s Day, and the bloo^l sprinkl^ 
the house. In Germany a black cock is substituted. 

A crowing hen, a whistling giil, and a black cat, are consid^jr'^B 
in<>et unlucky. Ik3ware of them in a house. ^ 

If a cock comes on the thre,shold and crows, you may expect^ 
pViailpra, , 

. . . vd'l 

' To Bee three magpie^ on the left hand when on a journey is 
^ lucky ; but two on the right hand is a good omen. ^ 

If you Iiear the cuckoo on your right hand you wdll have luc^ 
all the ^^ear after. 

! v; "Wlioever kills a robin redbreast will never have good luck 
^d-hey to live a thousand years. 

A water wagtail near the house betokens bod new^s on its 
t^toyou. .. 

' If the firat lamb of the season is bom black, it foretells motiTfib^ 
| :jpinnents for the family within the year. ^ 

ia very lucky for a hen and her chickens to stray into 

it is good to meet a w hite lamb in the early inpBEiifll|B 
the sunlight on its face. ^ 

is unlucky to meet a ma^ie, a cat, or a lame woman w 
a Jouroey. Or for a eo<i to meet a person in the doa 
before him— then the journey should be put 

ie comes chattering to your door it ia A 
tbif two prosperity^ will follow* JFor>ft 
^ at you ii # sm <ieAth*flgD,^d 













VHef iJjp afe ^ 

PpOfcS'OB the saliiien/ And whoever c(faW 
:theae enlmon would be indued 's^ilk.-^he ffuMteat 
06^; Hence the phrase current aniouj^st. the people : 
hei of science; ’’ ‘‘ Had I eaten of the salmOn of Knowledge>-^^ 
I this supernatural knowledge came to the great Hionn throug]i^ 
touch of a salmon, and made him foreknow all evente. ^ 

all herbs the yarrow is tlio best for cures and potions. It 
n up in clothes as' a pi^oentive of disease. - ^ 

\ss-morc, or great herb, has also strong healidg 
18 used as a chann. " _ 

is an herb, also, or fairy grass, called the Fatid 
^i<dho stray sod," and wlioever treads the path it grows oni?^ 
impelled by an irresistible impulse to travel on without stoppings 
Wi through the iii^lt, delirious and restless, over hog and 

through hedgtSB and ditches, till weaned and^Druised 
ibS^his garments torn, his hands bleeding, he finds himself & 
p^^iing twenty or thirty miles, perhaps, from his own 
^nd those who fall under tliis strange intinencG Jiave all the 
sensation of flying and are utterly unable. to pause or 
^aclf or cliange tlieir career. There is, however, another 
^^at can neutralize the effects of the Faud Shaughrciti^ but 
initiated can utilize its mystic properties. 

^Another grass is the Fair-Oortha, or the “ hunger-stricken 
if the hapless traveller accidentally treads on t his grass by 
^pd“Side, while passing on a jountey, eithet by night or 
^^mesat once seized' with the most extraordinary craving^ioM 
^Ppgyr and^ weakness, and unless timely relief is afforded 

a child is sick a fairy woman is generally sent 
a drink for the patient of those hewing herbs of whiet^ 
S&ly;. has the knowledge. A childles.9 woman is considered 


the strongest power over the secreta of herbs, aspecia 
^GUsed for the maladies of children. . ^ 

is an herb, gi-o’iMi on one of the western isUndsoff 
Connemara, which is reported to have great and 
; But no, one will venture to pronotince ita narhe. 
^^^tphltnory for certain whether one lying sick wUtj^ 







tfaen take liol<f of the band of tibe woman; 

follow yon as long as the two hands close" <>V 
inYocation. is necessary; but silence must he 
the two parties for ten minutes, to give the chojin 
)Tk with due eflicacy. * 


|medical superstitions and ancien^ 

CHARMS. . 

/ ’ ' ' 

^|The healing art in all the early stages of a nation’s life^ 
pUmongst all primitive tribes, has bf^eii associated with religi^^; 
.fFor the wondeifiil effects produced by certain herbs and modg^ 
^^treatment were beliewd by the simple and unlettered people 
^be due to supernati^ral inhuence acting in a mystic ana 
fanner on the person afflicted. v -i; ;y 

& The medicine men were therefore treated with the profoiitl^^ 
vawe and respect. And the medicine women came in also/' t 
jj^their shore of veneration and often of superstitious dread. j 
^eir mysterious incantatjions w'ere supposed to liave been taii^ 
them by fairies and the spirits of the mountain. 

Thaitlrish from the most remote antiquity vyero devoted tO,^ 
iical medicine, and had a remarkable knowledge of cvire^^ 
^^lemedies for disease, obtained, through tlie power and actio^ 
"''herbs on the human frame. » S 

The physicians of the pagan era formed a branch of the Bi| 
^lesthood, and w'ere treated with? distinguished honour. ^ 
special places assigned to them at tlie royal }>anquetlng 
Tara, and a certain revenue w^as secured to them thafe^iC^ 
^ht live honourably. ^ ^ 

Vhen in attendance on a patient the ‘doctor was entitJ^^ 
W to hia diet, along with four of his pupils ; but if he fail#® 
e from deficiency of .skiy, he was obliged ta refund fh^jt " 
id; ^y bock all the expenses of his keep ; a mea^uru wlA 
gj^tly stimulated the serious attention of 
H^mhB of^healing to the case in hand^ 

m^t, indeed, was the importai^fce attached to 
^ Jre]$nd, tj^at even prior to the Christian era, a buil|^ 
an hospital was erected at Tara, near tp .ti 
was exiled Idnu^ ot^p 

w#re provided there wUji-aU i 




ill tte TVDimds, and t!ien clo^^od fbem 
Sere waana external sign, thougli tMgroans of tbe^’oim 
^Vei'e terrible to bear. Then the learned Fiob^en ^aa^ 
jWftbe prophetic phyMCian,” as be ^vas called, frgnt Wa 
iiSin diagnosis ; and when he arrived with three of his pupib 
hospital they found the chief lying prostrate, groaning 

What groan is tj^at " adied the master of the first pupil, 

'I It is from a poisoned haih, ’ he answered. 

'I And what groan is that ” asked the master, of the secom ^ 

iafrom a hidden reptile,” he answered. ^ 'f-’i' 

And wind groan is that P ’yl^ked Fioneen of the third 
J* It is from a poisoned seed,” he answered. 

3»'^.Then Fioneen set to w<.ik, and having cauterized the 
1th reddiot irons, the pcjsonvns bodies were extracted 
beneath the akin, and the chief was healed. • 

taler times i be Iri.di phv.ncians weremucji celebrated for thetlt^, 
'learning, and numerous Irisli medical manuscripts are in 
0th in Ireland and England, and are 
i*public libraries of the continent. '1 bey are chietiy written ^ 
fob a commentary in Irish, and show a thorough 
»h6 part of the writers of the works oSMIippScrates Ealen 

otK and others as celehratid. For after the ndroductioa^ 
Jhristianity Latin was much euhivated in the Irish schools, 
ihe priests and physicians not only 

in Latin, whieh language kecume the chief 
&totfunication hetweeh them ami the learned men of the 

But the most nocient mode of pocediire amongst thelns^ 
^mbs and adepts was of a medico-religious character; coiiaistlB^ 
merb cures, fairy cures, charms, iiiYocations, and certain magiC^ 

^feonies. A number of tbese cures have been preseryed trad^ 
P&v bv the people, and form a yery interesting study oj wU 
%edical superstllions, a.s they liaye been banded down tbroi^ 
Recessive generations; for the profession ''f / ^ 

Steeditarv in certain families, and tlio accumulated lore of ^ 
was transmitted carefully from father to son by this 
usi^. b ■ 

^^fany of the ancient cures and charms are strange and 
”*^O Vere accompanied by singular mysterious foj'ms, 

Ittin many cases aided the cure ; especially amongst a. 
^feifonative and susceptible to spiritual influences m ttw 

Mow a fervent faith and tee a patbetip Biraplu^^ 






fwp, almost snWIme, faitli in the Oivine power of^the 'RuWM 
tJie -ever-present ministration of eai 

i^^rX^V,' rh*''® ’if*' '‘“9 ahvays l.een conneeS^ 

.■Wit]! the belief in unseen spiritual a>;eiieies. The peonle 

“ ™ pP/'f'''' '-’f 9'>parnntiirul, and nothin? inducM 

t^eni to eli?la an nneient form or break throiiKb a traditional^ 

•>"' '■esidt would be soiiietliiiiLr awful'^ 

temble to be spolten of save in a wliispeV, should tl.e customil 
t a «f tKeir forefathers be linbtly interfered witb. » 

^ Islands (.‘specially, the old superstitions that'^'i^ 

solemn reverence, and the pe.,pl,, i,, faet, j,,,;, hab^fl 
y and Ideas, remain mu, I, tb,. same'as St. karriek left them 
,.v_liimdred years ago. d he .swift currents of tln.upht that stir tbi^S- 

t-if f th oTotTV’^ •-•■Hli/ation and impel the liunmii inteUect on it^ 
. path uf pr’Vjexs, iiave ivacli.'.l them ; all tljo waves of 
' .^centuries drift by tJpur sleavs aial leave them uricliangisi. 

>e It IS therefore in the islaiaN and along the western coast tlmt?^ 
one gathers most -d those stran.e Legends, charms, nlv^ti;!'!^ aitl 
f.:worldK)ld snpprstitions which have lingered lomrer in Irelani^ 

than in any other part of Kumpe. ' ^ 

^ inclnded^jn tin* f^lliiwing sclt'ctinn were narrated*’® 

■’■id, P^t'""'*’ ■’> the expressive Irish-En^l 

-.*h eh Htill retains enough of tl,e ancient i.lio,,, to make thS^ 
■ impressively touching and pictures, |ue. Thn ancienf^ 

nil V / '■ ’i ■‘^1' ff’m their d,’ep Imman nlitbas''^ 

bonded with the .sublime trust in the Divine intis, ble power 

b*heves implicitly, trusts .levoutlv, an.l hopes' i.iHniteh wel 
Oe roul in ite sorrow turns to bi'nven for the aid which cannot‘^S 
-found on earth, or give,, hy earflilv hands. The follow,, hcbPrS 
kfrnmthe Irish express mud, of this mingle, 1 spirit , if Ohh 

f* AO.VLYST SORROW. 

A charm set by Jhiry for her Son. before the fair maa'and t 
|jrbulent woman laid llim in the grave.. * 

^ pie ebarni of Miciuiel with the shield • 

f Of tPe palra-hrunch of Christ ; ’ 

. JL, Bridget witb her veil. 

‘ "yie Cham which God aet for Himself when tlie di 
oarffenea. 

the rao«s wlieti tli«ji%h,t k® Jsfl 




;gKV^7 to br% 

.... ™ 

■^^Oy tben. Gather |^6 gold ; and may the tears of CS3i^ 
thou wilt be cured, both body and Boiil/’ ' 7 7-^ 

Ibeae words must be said while a drink is given to the 


FOR THE MEASLES. 


The child haw the measles/ said John the Baptist, 

^*^The time is short till he is well/ said the Son of God. 

‘ When P ’ said John the Baptist. 

^“Sunday morning, bf^fore sunrise/ said the Son of G(^.”v ■ 
G to be repeated three tiiiifs, kneeling at a cross, for th 
|i,Liaiornings before sunrise^ and tlie child will be cured by theSua< 
followiug, 



FOR THE MAD FEVER. 


^7‘., Three stones must be charmed by tlie hands of a wise ffl 

f 'ldoctor, and cast by his liand, saying as he does so — 

^^The first stone T cast is for the head in the mad fever; 
second stone I cast is for the heart in the mad fever ; 'the tf 
^7'^tone I cast is for the back in the mad fever. 


In the name of the Trinity, let peace come 


AGAINST ENEMIES. 


Amen.” 


Three things are of the Evil One — ^ ‘ ’ 

At>‘ evil eye; 

An evil tongue ; 

An evil mind. 

Three things are of God ; and the^se three are what Mary ^ 
0 her Sou, for she heard them m heaven — . . » 

The merciful word ; ^ 

The singing word ; ' ^ .-O 

And the good word. 

May the newer of these three holy things be on all the 
“tn^n of Erin for evermore, , 

A 


TO EXTRACT A THORN 

r the thorn 












Foil PAINS IN THE BODY. 


Rub tbf^ part affected with tlax aud tow, heofted in the 
Deatiinr in IriMh — A- 


*'*In the name ()f a nniLrh man and a mi<d woman, and of 


yLamb of G(k 1, be healed from }'our puin.s Jind your sms, bo DQ itA' 

L Idiis custom refers to \ he tradit ion that one day the Lord 
!tboin^ weary, ashed lea\e to rt .st in a house, but was refn/bd byth^^ 
"master of tlie house, a roimh, rude man. Tlien the wife} being’ a 
\inild woman, lind pity on the waNfurer, and brouglit linn in 
"rest, and gave Him a cu]) of water to drink, and spake kindly to> 
^Him. After which tlie man was suddenly taken with severe paios^- 
and seemed like to die in Ins agony. ‘ 

On tins Ohrist called for ^mne rtav and tow, and, breathing ont 
it, placed It mi t1ie]airt affected, l>v which means the man was 
l^ealed. And tlien tlie l.ord'Chimt went His y.^ay, hut imt befor^ 
the mail had huml)ly allied paidon for his rudeness to a stranger.g 
The tradition of this cuie lias remained ever since, and a ho^'" 
^phuster of riav and tow is ummI hy the peasantry itnariably for 
■audden pains, and found to he rneist elhcacious as a cure. ^ 


AGAINST DROWNING. 

May Christ and His saints stand hetweeii you and harm. 

ARiry and lier Son. 

St. Ihitrick with his staff. * ' "}\ 

Martin with Ins mantle. 

Bridget with her -veil. . 

Michael with his shiekl. 

And God over all with His strong right hand.^ 


IN TIME OF BATTLE. 

0 who had the victory over all women, give^^evi 
over tuy enemies, that they may fall to the grouiia,;^^^ 
it L8 mown.," ^ 











tiraiset hy IVter and Paul; tfoch^tolfiiftl 
flash, iii tho tooth, in the body.^ 

L, he said three times, while the patient is rubb 

Fi^U^r on the place of the pain. * 


Another, 




lia]Ay mild charm, a chtinn which Christ discovered. TW/f 
jlittn that kills the#\’orm in the rit‘''h 

*May Peter lake, may Paul take, may Michael take, the paiU' 

^ oruel pain (hat kills the hack and the lift?, and dar^m 

ft This oitiun written, and tiwi to a hare’s foot, is always to 
tl^orn by jh I....... ..3 .1 . 1 \ , i'*' j''?™ 


he person alliicted. huiig roiiiiti the neck. 


kj- 


POU A S14CVIX, 


ill the M esteni Isles the fidlowing' charm is u.s<>d for 

A strand of black wool is wound round and round tho ankjo/^^^ 
ChUe tlie operator recites m a low \(nce— wS 

“ The Lord rade and the foal slade, 

He liglited and Ho ri)>hled , 
yet joint to Joint and lame to bone, 

And siiiow unm fiincw 
Jn tlio name of (iod and the Saints, 

Of Mary and her S)n, ” 

Let thn man fcs; healed AiittN.” 

OiTiiiiiiiy in (lie tenth century, 
iOi^llig to Jacob (irimm. ^ 

- . 1 . 

TO CAL’Sl'i LOVE, ^ 

Sldea butter ou a uew-mude dish, such as ,Mary set before^l^ 
at. ITtis to be gtten in (lie presence of a mill, of a Btreaia.^1 
idhe presence of u tree ; ilie lover saying softly — ^ Vi 

m WOIMU, loved by me, mayest tbou give mo iby heart, tfarl 
body- -Vmkn. 


l^- FOai'yHE BITE OP A MAD DOO, 









Nft horrMooking insect staring up at me. I called 
"" V, and naked him the name of it. lie tnld me it was 5 _ 
Tfwrdalf, and wjia reckoned a great cure for tlie 
if any one got, it safe ia a bottle and ke])t it prisouetd 
died, the disease would go awajifrora the patient. It 
time to trv tlie cnre, for mv child waa laid up with 
^^^pidemic. So [ bottled my friend and dailv examined 
Ilia health. It lasted for a fortnight, and at the end 
^4ime the ehild had quire recoivi'red, and the liorrililedooH^ 
'insect creature lav dead." 




/ 


FOR imEUMATTSM. 


The operator makes passes, like the mesmerist, overtliememb 
:V -effected by the rheumatic pain, neyer touching the part, 
moving his hand sl^wlv over it at some distance, while he mutftspfl 
C 5 &.,/ form of words in a low voice. 



FOR A STYE OX THli EVEEID. 
gooseberry thorn at it nine times, saving, A^dj 


and the st}e will vanish presently and disappe^^^ 


TO CURE WARES. 


K^,y'»way, away ! 

' On meeting a funeral, take some of the clay from under 
the men who bear the cofliu and apply it to the wart, wisluM 
at the same time that it may disappear; 


FOR A STITCH IF Till': SIDE. 


Rub the part affected with nnsalted butter, and make tli^ ^ 
®Rlie cross seven times over the place. 

^ ■ / ' 



FOR AVEAK EYES. 


jdwotidli of boiled 

COBstpJ;^; 




FOB WATPJi ON^ THE BBAIN. 




tiB head well with woel, I lien pluee oil-^kin over, and 
^ w|ll be drawn up our of ihe head. When the wool quiW ‘M 
the braih will he fre^and the ehild cured. . *' 


^ 4 ? 


<'011 HJP DISEASE. 


Takeyhree green ^tunes, ^''^thfivd from a ninnmjf brook^ ' 
^tweGtXn’iidiiight iind ninrjiing, nhih‘ no word is Mild. In silene^’^^ 
pi iuufit dw done. Then nnenver the limb and rub each stonlJ 
Weiyl tifnes elowdv down wn\ ids from the hip to the toe, 
in; Irish - ' 


Par .awn}, wear a way, 


ThtTP yon ^Itall not stay, 


( ruel j>am -Hwa\, Hway 


• 


Foi; Tin: MU. Ml’S. 



Wrap the child in a hlaiik'‘t, take it to the pig^sfy, rub 
[^^ghild’y head to the lack of a ]iig, and the niinnpa ylll leavj it, 
pays from the child to the animal. 

% 

T Anuthc}, 

Take nine Mack stfines gathi'nsl Ijefore Minrise, and bring the^J 
j^tient with a rope round his iieek to a holy well— not fipeaking^*,, 
while. Iheii cast, in three atones in the name of Go(l,'T^ 
the name of Christ, ami three in the name of Mary.:';.^ 
ii|(ep6at thiy process for three mornings and the disease will 



Eoit epiu-:psv. 

^^Takenine pieces of young elder twig; run a thread of silk of 
1 etramla through the pleci'P. each piece bidni^ an inch long.S 
this round tlie patient’s newk next the skin. Should 
break and the amulet fall, it muat be buried deep in 
mm WttJ tether amulet made like the firat,for if once it touyhtrtSP™ 
charm is lost. 


m 



Amt her. 


of % dead mao^a iknll^ grind theta to>yi>w 









' "Thef^efo?^v^ry^ fcy &iT?)uld . 

?$st; and if the fairies nre bidden inside^ ilj41 
.tintil a)l danger in over for the baby by the 
jitions being taken, Mich as a red coal .set under the craoid^^ 
^]>rau?.‘h of mountain asli tied over it, or of the aider-tree, j 
_ . ,V Ut the Hex of tlu' eliild, for both troen ha\e ni}Htic virtues, 
beenuHe of the ancient siiperntition that the first man*' 
tiWat^d from an alder-tie(',and the first woman from the mouflbtti* 

The fairioH, howtnrr, are sometinmn suec's^ul in carrying OIT^ 
|i'*feiiby, and the moTher finds in tlie morning a ])(»or weaUy Ik 
i^-^aprite in tlie iTadle in ])lacp of tier own splen<lid (‘hja. 
®^'"*fihonld the mortal infant luippeii to grow up ugly, the finriessO; 

it back, for they love ht-nuty above all things; and the fmry cbiufl^ 
^r'greatly desire a handsome mortal wife, so that a ImndSonte 
ofirdnust lie woll guarded, or they will carry her off. The childr^i^ 
of puch unions grow up beautiful and closer, lail are also 
: reckles.'' and extras agant. Tliey are known at once by the beauty 
I?' of their eyes and hair, and they have a magic fiLscina'tion that^v^ 
■ Ode can resist, and also a fairy gift of music and song. 

’'If a person i.s bitten b\ a dog, the dos* must be killed, whetbe^ 
mad or not, for it might become mu<l ; then, so also would 
wlioliad lieeii touched hy the saliva of the animal. 

If, bv accident, you find tlie back tooth of a bor^e, eaiTv it ab 
with you as long as you li\e, and vmi will never want monej^ 
'^but it must be found by chance, ' 

When a family has bt^en carried off by fever, the Imns^i whore.^ 
l^'Uhey died mav bo again itfhabitod with safety if a certain nuraber'i 
y-k; ot sheep are driven in to sleep there for three nights. 



An iron ring w’orn on tlie fourth finger w'as considored effeej^ 
■ainst rheumatism Iw the Irish pea.santrv fltmi ancient timfli 

^t^^^aralvsis is cured bv .stroking, but many forms and mystic ineft^ 
^;t-tations are also ii.scd during the pi’oce.s.s ; and only certain 
£liava the power in the hands that can effect a cure by the ] 

! the stroke. ' 

The seed of docks tied to the left arm of a woman ^ill 
[|jey being barren. 

nfttl of a^m vitcB eweetofied with eugarxibi 
that it may m:it annhy the 





(^flln’'8 well i, near Dumlalk, bits a .. 
cure^. And ihniHandn ii<^t‘d tn ii on Laay Day for weak 
and the l;)^\ne\'^ of heart. Nine tiinea they must 
i the Well on their h ners, ahva\ wet^twanl. Then drink H 
I of the wafer, and not onlvare ihev cured of their ailment, but, ^ 

Irij as f?^* fr<'m stn ua the an^od'j in lieuven. 

& ’ vVdien JhiMieri art' pinin^f ti\\a\, they are au]ipo8ed tn be fairy' ^ 
the juice of iwtdM' huiM*.'^ of foxglove may be given 1 
iO ^'f fe\ er tin* same. ' ' '' ' ' 

&&'hAI)iinch of mint tunl round the wri.it kt'eps off infectlou and 
l-dl^se, . 

is a wt'll near the lltnne wlnwe King James washed his 
pffWord after the battle, and e\er,‘.inc(‘ tin' \\ater has pouer lo 
ge king's .v.l, 

a seventh son i'< htirn. if an earth-worm is put into tha ' 
hand and kept theV' till it tlit's, tlu3 child will have 
^‘*^Vharin awa\ all dls^'a^es. 




e ancient arrowheads, calhsl elf-stoiiea lj\ the people, 

M W cliarms to gnaol the cattle. 

ij not safe to take an unhaptized child in ymir nrina witbouty/^^ 
lug the sign of tlu‘ cross o\cr il, * 

. 'Is 

unlucky to glvf' a coal of fire luit of ibe bouse before tbj> 
is hapti/ioi. .\nd a picci* of iron should bi* sewn in 
P ^ JSant^s clotbcH, anti kept there till after tlu' baptiatn. 

A piece tif hridiM'iike anti pass it three times through 
^^iS|ddirtg-riug. then sleep on it, and vim will see in a dream 
your future spouae. 

unlucky to accept a lock of hair, or a io\vc-iooted 

, -v'>r 

iliell? are favoSj^^ 










^^®&frayer: ^'Omoon; leave us welt oa thoU li(a?^ 


P tt ifi imlueky to meet a cat, a or a woman, when 
in the inorninfr ; hut unlucky abo\e all is i& to meet 
lynth red hair th/lirst thing- in the morning when going 0^ 
I^Ourney; for her presence hriiigs ill-luck and certain e\iL 

It is unlucky to ])ass undor a heni]wn i<i)p^‘ : the 
^S'doea so will die a Moleiit death, or is fated to coinulit an eTiI 
^JVjn after life, so it h doereed. P - 

The cuttinirs '»f vmirliair -Imiild not Is* thrown wherechirda 
? find them ; for tlu'V will take tlmm to build then nests, and the^ 
gyou will ha\e heudaelies all the }etir after 

*v. The cause of a cluh-foot is this— The niothm- stood on a croW| 
|H' in a church) ard h.'fon' her child wa> h(»rn-so e\il came. 

To cmv feViT, place the patient on tin* sand v shore when 
tide is coming in, and the letnaiting wu\es will carry away 
disease and leato him well 




To make tlie skin heautiful, wash tie* face in May dew upo?^/^ 


May morning just at sunrisi _ 

- If the palm of tin* hand itches you will he getting money; If^ 
^llf/'.the elbow, you will he changing beds ; jf the ear itches and is red.^^ 
and hot, some one is speaking'- ill "f you 

If three drops of wat<’r are gi\eii to an infant before ik 
|}kptiztsl, it will answer the first tliree questions put to it. 

To know the name of the person you are destined to many^rf 
snail on a plate of flour— eoier it over and lea\e it all nigu^^^ 
%^i)the morning the initial letter of the name will he found traced 
the flour by the snail. 

■ If onu desires to know if a sick person will recover, take 
'smooth stones from the running water ; fling them oeer the 
"glioulder, then lay them in a tmf lire to remain i^touched 
idirkf* kf the disease is to end fatally the stones in the 
emit a clear sound like a hell when struck together. 

whitethorn stick is a very unlucky companion on, 



: 'it' A 









!tbht (irow5 iii vm unlucVy at)d 
lien is stoned, for It is belit^ved tliat she is 


ie asserted tliat on Chri^imns morning the ass kneels dofru^ 
W- ^dortttlnn of ('hri.st, luid if a runxm cun manago to touch 
on Dm back of the nnimiil ui that puiticuler moment 
of BU heart will be granlt'd, ^\hate^e^ it ma\ be, ' 

< 

|b' Whom taking posM'^Mion of a new hon''e, c\crv (»ne should bring' 
‘acme.jirpeent, hio\.‘\or tnlluig, l^ut noihuig slnmld he taken; 
ani a pra>er sliouM be wud in mich corner of yourbed- 
' ' m, aru^ some article of vuir clothing he deposited there at the ’ 
tune. 


TO FIND STOLKN (ilKJDS. 

'Place tw(j ki'\,s on a su'M', in iIk' form otacroa^j. Two men 
^Jiold the 8ie\e, while a third makes the .^m-n of the crccss on the' 
||vk'foYehead of the sibi'octed pun v, and cuIIh out bis name, loudly, 
^ihroO times over. It iniioctnit, the ke\s remain stBlioiiHr\ ; but\f 
the keys recolu' .slowl> round the Hie\e, and then there 
w|jo.dcrabt as to wdio is the thief. ^ 


A PKAVEi; ACAtNST Till:; I’LACil'K. 

“0 Star of [leau‘ii, hi'linod of itio Lurii, Hrho away tlie foul 
djnalallatinn that Las alum (lie people with the wound of dreadful, 
0 iStar of the Sen, wive us from fho poiwm-breuth thftD^ 
|Jdlk, ^fOm the eneiu} that sla}s in the night, Amkn.” 


A liLEssixr;. 


, aged old Avomnn of the grev locks, may eight huudro(Is-' 
^KJftewiDgs twudve times o\er be on thee! Mayest tnoii he fre 
desolation, 0 woman of the aged frame! >\nd mAy man 
on thy grave.” 



^ A CmiE POR CATTLE. 

■ ■ A , 

th^ maj« crowfoot, jlncked pa 













FAIRY IKKTORS. 

;^',7 yty^"'’ <Iocfor‘i aro ^^‘Iu'r.^]ly ftMimlt ( )](] women, a^peciallf^ 
Consitiered lu }iii\e {ll‘(•^lll(lr irustu* lUKi fsupenj;itiirttf ^ower, 
CffTe chu'lly b\ eh, urns iiihl iik antntioufi, inin.^iniited by ' 
million thio.i^d) miiiy und by b.-ibs.of wlugh they 

^yfUtTe a HUrprisiiiLf kni)w Irdi^M- 

_,Tlie fftirii's an a^t‘l^l^'ll id ili^ Mj/ht of )d<HMl ; and the 
^'peawintH, thf'refore, lfli\d a -run oli|.>riio[i to lami^r bird, lest “ the 
^'•"'dd li'‘ auju. Uoelcs, ilioy li.i\ti imich tnore 
tflith iu chariij'^ and iiu aniat ion-< than in any di‘'))ensarv doi'tor 





I-y that ever'jn'acn 

* 


t IUnOil;j 


t'JI VltMS i;v ('RNS'rALS. 


air of aiitioiiify m Irelatid— a 
I, liioiiL'Iit tioiii tile f.ast b\ tlif' early 


The chat in’! 1 )\ , p\ 
mode of di\ iiitiiKMi. )) , doi 
^ wandoriiiif tiib'’'! .Maii\ of tlir^i' ’'I'airii lia\e horn found ihroug’h-' 
A ‘out tht‘ (’oiiiiti\, and am Ipd'l in orrat \ riiri'at loii. They arfs 
yy generally f^lohiilar. and Ji]>]Mai’iii lia\r bron oi i^roiullv pet in royal 
ey w^ptres 01 Miorod slituir^ \ \.n\ nncnnit (t\ stal yrl,,lK> of this 
r ^ ^ no 1 aeii lolls ( 111 a t M r pou ri i m vt j Jl t o be iMoeti at ( 'ur* 
e.' rftliraoro, the oait of tlir Marqui^ of Waterford, and U is believed 
ha\e hi^mi hr'Mii^dit fiom ilic llupy I.niiil b\ one of tlie Le 
'CylWs, ^\}lo had ii a^ a ^\h fioin (h-dtiev d-' Hoitillon. The ball 
yy IS of roelt er\s(al.a liiih- laiytn than an oran^ny and is eircltd 
found the middle hv a sihcr hand It is still (sin^tanlly borrow’otl 
the peoph^ to rib'et eiires upon eattli* siitbnnn^r from murrain 
other dist eiiipei s. 'Jhis is dniie hy placing the hall in a run- 
^yjling stream, (lirouirh wdindi the entile aredri\en liaekw'uHH and 

^;^fpifwardH inan\ nines. 

^ The peasants atririn that tin' <harm inw* r faile in snccins, and 
Fe belief in it'^ ninainiloii’. piwvrrs is jo wid*'sprrad that people 
“OM the inrtst distant parts of Ireland Muni to (hirrahmoro to 
^ wrrow it, F\en to this da\ tin* faith in its nia^nc power con- 
^mues unabated, and rrijnesis for tin* loan come from every 
^’mrter. ^Tlie Manjiiis of Wateifonl Iran's jt in the care of his 
ward, and it is frerly hnii to all conierH, hut to the cmiit of 
people It may he noted, that tlie magic crystal is a 
i^ght back to Currahmore with tin* most -scrnpuloufl care. 









from a lAtt«r by the Ma^chi{)Il^58fl nf Waterfead, on the 
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hair, and it is from ihlfl tlie sii|^erfltitioiiS dread^ 

M intorferenre of a red-haired man may have originated. , J 

. /I 

begin work on a kriday. , 

<. Neyer rem<ive from a houst^ or h'ave a .''itiiation on Satiirdav- ‘ 
Never bt'gin to make a dics.^ on Saturday, or the wearer vnlldl 
pth^'^ithin tlm y»‘ar. 

' Never immd a rmit in a dress whiln on, <'r evil and malictOC 
reports will he Spiauul about vou. c 

Smiie (lav < are mdm'kv to <a'rtain familm^— a^ Tnc'day to th 
Tudor'^ ilmirv \’11I, Ivlward, Mary, and lvliz;ihi'th all die 
upon a Tuesday. 


To throw a .slipper aftor a puitv going a jounii'V m luckv. 
to breakfast hv eaudle-liLdit on (Tristmas moriung. 


Ab 


It is fatal at a marriam' 1( 
and only an ''iiemy -^voidd do i 
chief should ho burned. 


tio a knot in a rod liandkerchie 
To lirenk' tho ,'-]H‘11 I ho handke 



The iir'-t dav'^ of the your and of (ho wook art' the lucklcJ 
Never bi'gin a lournoy on a h’lidav or Saturday, nor move fro 
your U’suioiK e, nor ehango a situatnm. Never out out a dress > 
feegin to make it on a Frulay, nor fix a marimee, for of all da^ 
the fairif‘s hav»‘ the mo^t malitu' jtovvor <’ii a I iidav. they a 
present then, and ln*ar all that m thmotoo' hovvare oFepea, 
intr ill ef thorn, for tluw will work ''om*‘ o \ 1 1 if ( T ended. 


.Never pnv away mont*v on the lirU Mnniluv ot tlio voar, or yi 
; wdll lose your luek in gaining moiiov all tin* vear alter. 

Froscnls may he given on New' ^ eai s LUlv, hut ii'i money shoti 
, be paid away. 

Those who marry in autumn will die in spiiiig. 



The yew-tret‘, the a.'^h, and tho oldor-tree were sacred, T 
pillow has 11 mvstorv in it of sound iho harp of King Bria 
"'fyJJoTU was made of willow-wood. 

\Yhen a servant leaves her glace, if her mistress gives 
GCe of bread let her put by some of it carefully, for as 
has it good luck will follow her. ^ 

■A ‘ 'Ai 






P 0 #Ei®rlfrqjc§'’o 


TO ATTRACT RKlvS. 

■'■feathef fosjjlovo, rii.'ijilx.-rrv wild ninrjorum, mint, 

iifpjoulije, and \ali*riim; im\ (Iumh with hwiU^r inado mi Muy^ 
3fty^ And ltd lilt* ht^rlts /iKo In* nn .May l)ay. them 

to^dhcr with lioncA , then ml) lip* into which the bees 
^^-labould ptatlit'r, l>tth iii^iih' iiiid out, with thu tiii\turc , place it in 
^tflc jniddh' ot a true utid the hre^ will cmiu'. lhixglo\e op 
' **fairy linger'^ i^ caued “ ihr ^lout luu’h’’ fiom us woiidroiw pro- 
^ pertieN 



I 


SCiPERSTlTlONS OF THE ISLANDS, 

CONIT.R.NINC llli; DliAil, 

' If Ih ill luikwli**!' wiili It finiiMiil 111 iiii‘i‘( a fniin in» R whit 6 
^ horpe. No matter how high (he rank of ilil* rider may be, the 
p^ple must sei/e the I'eiii,'' Hiid torei' limi to turn hack and join 
tlie proee^wioii at least for a low Mud'^. 

Ihe tliree most poweifnt di\ mat lon-^ are h\ lire, by water, au<J 
' gt'uit powers-'-the ])owor that 
■r thill falls, which ih water; and 
earth, and lui-s the m\s(erv of the 


C' by clay. These art' thi* thn 
^v'iACend.s, which is Im*, tlu' ptiw 
:|>the power that lu's hwtd on the 
oy dead, which is chn . 


M whih' caiiwing ^ corpse to the 
I in the Collin, for it im a alight aiid 


IfaMlu tl'l cut sliould he fak 
'I^Jfrave tiie dead will l>odiwmrb 
inault to the corpso. 

TVhen a death wa.s exp.-cted it was imial to ha\e a good deal 
bread 1 eady baked in tht* homsi* in onli.r that the evil Mpirita 
he cmplo}ed eating it, and .so he tlu* a<)ul of the (lying 
^I wtd\e (HiidleM rituck ill clay t^hould abo be 

yl( tw’O funerals meet at the Hume churcliyaixl, the Ia.Mt cornea 
liati enters will have to siipplv the deiul with water till the noit-' 
^(Corpse arri\ CM. 



^Jfever take a child in your aniiH after bidng at a wuktf whero 

laid out unlesa you firwt dip your hands in holy * 










;ns OF THE SAINTS.- 


ST, PATRICK, 


MaNV Mllllt ' ill fiM flllir Um‘<1 (u (Mine lliui tflko Up tlldlV Hl>xio Ift 

wiM liiNHulato IaIhikIm tur ilu' n-M uiid winctlty of^ 

Hud inmiuuu’iilib* t*\ id«'iict's of jlu ir prostuiru still retnrtili 
the aiicieiit nuns uf tlu^ s,w alltid'^eliH it cliuiciu'H built in tin?’! 
rudest form, Iml al\\ii\s plant'd in 'ft Tuuturi'vlim Iwcahty benide A 
wliidi tu*T ''iiKc bus la*<'n hold wi(*r<‘d, and no wonmn w 
/^allowed to ^^a^h Imi foot m llm wator. 

, In mm ot iIu'.mc iMland- n- a ^tojic hod r-allml The Hod of 
blBoIV dhod,’’/iu(J many ponjilo fimin llm mainland to lie anidjit 
V^ill tVi8 Imd, tliuujj’h dm .'•oa m lll\^a^s roii^di and dangoroul)/ 
Relieving that it hoahs all disoa.^'H, and it bniigM goiA^l luck to 
^yaod to wonioii the hlo^smg of ohildroii, 

If tlm lurk sings on St. Jhidgot’s l)a\ it is u good omen, and 
'y4ign of him wrailior. Ami ^\hoo\orhoars it the first flung in 
'yi^loniing \m 11 lia\t‘ goihi luck in all lie docs for diat uhule da^gy 
Bridget was grantod hv llm Lord to have ovoryH+'Comi SutKlay-^' 
so that slm might priumh to tin* ronvmts that came to her, 

TLen St. 1‘atrmk gioath iloured that liis day should also be fln^^ 
that tlm poople miglii gaibor togodior in roimunbranre of liiniid 
^wd this also wQ.s granltd. So from that time forth the Salnti^ ,‘i 
^Siy, the 17th of Man h, m alwavs line, f'-r so it was decreed frOEU'jJ^ 
ijlie ancient times when ho wim upon (‘urtli. 

On St, Patricks Pay it m tim usage iii the islands to affix larga^f 
made of straw and lloweraon the diKir-posts, and ft bltudf;"" 
Cbock is saentmed iii honour of tlm saint, though no one can 
it is conddi*nsl necc^'^arv that bkaxl should be spilt, ex 
Mit the idea of aocriliee is found in all religions and rituala.if 
At first tlm objeet most loved or most prized Avi 
child, or a costly jewel. Then tlio huniAn 800“'^* 

(;0 be rcplucrd by the offering of an aninuil, win? waa 
^ expiation. And the getd wamtieiied bo thA| 
pify fromm 





EiNT 

'■ft ' 4 . ' . 

JOTna even in the enlightened "houselioLls of this advAtl ^ 
l^'eteenth century. An ov is still slaughtered at Chrijrt^^ 
[jOUgb Baal is forgotten ; and a lamb is saenticed at Eautei/L 
jlryids offereil the lir^llingw of the floek totheSim-god ; 

,i'goose is slam on .St. Miehael’s Bay as a burnt-offering to 

^ 'I 

p{'t‘ Tilt: WELL t)l' Tlllf BtiUK. 

i%V , , . . . 

' AVhen .St. Patrick was one time amongst tlie Pagan Trisb they ;> 
grew ^ery tieiae and seemed eager to kill him. 'J'htni his liie-j 
being in great danger, he kiieehsl d(0\n hefoie tlnmi an<l prayed.;^ 
to (iod fijr help and bir the emut-n.'.ion of their soiil'«, And tbo ‘ 
fervour of t he prayer was so great that as the saint rose up the '' 
;r,mHrk of Ills kiiee'^ was left deep in the stone, and wlnm the people 
[ .<iaw' the imracli* they helicvfd. y^ 

^ Now w'hen he came to the nrxt 




S' 


A' perfonniMi some wor(ler for them 
, pray to his (tod. So .St. Ikitrick 
ground and bade them stand ( nitride 
'■I lo ! the wattr rushed up from tin' 

^ , 'bright as crystal lille(l the circle, 
y, were hapti/isi. 

'_c The \vell can be seen to this day, and called 'l\thpr-na-Laun^^^ 
* T-f'he ^^d•ll of the Book), because .St. Patiiclc ])laced his owns;, 
prayer-bool{ in the ceiitri' of the circle before the water rose* ^ 


village the people said if he 
ey also would lielieve and . 
drew' a great (nrcle on the 
it . ,ind then li(‘ prayed, and ' 
earth, and a wi'll pure and . 
And (lie people believed and ^ 




ST, PATUKMv AND THE SEEPENT. 


There is a lake in one of the (laltee mountains where there la 
great serpent elianied to a rock, and he may he heard constantly; y 
trying out, “ 0 Patiick, is the Lua/i, or Monday, long from us ; 
T,d^or when Sr. Patrick east (his s(‘rpent into tie' lake he bade bipi 
' be chainctl to tie* rock till La-(in-Luan (The Day of Jiidgment);^:^ 
‘'irBut the serpent mistook the word, and thought the saint raeant^ 
Zitnn, Moialny. 

So he still expects to be frcfsl from one Monday to anotlier, 

|;th0 clanking of hiscli’amson that day is awTul to iieai as he striy^l^ 
Jto break tliem and get free. 

k Id another lake there is a hugt'-winged creature, it is 
i^bich eecape<l the power of St. Patrick, and w'hen he gambol^lE 
pg^yvater such storms arise tliat no Iroat can w'ithstand thefci 
^ iiie waves. 











i' ST. PATRICK AND THR PRINT ;i;.SSK.S, 


;i [ i .mmci 

’■ ■■ ’ . ' I'otl..', Iiml iluVih.v 


Wd.jSt. Patrick mid I,,. I.mid" d"'' ' 

. Jrr llicv were 'k 
C l.nDcoaeo, ,vie. ^ I"'—. And tl,.. 

#A'*^reoftlierar. „fi|n.;,,l I ,r " Hwi.plit lliej 

mfibd tho inmdcM usked linn 1,1.? ^ 

mf II'' '"uiid nr 'Jl\ -"i"; I, ‘'‘’', 7 “' !'■“ 77 

Jlviil-for e\«r ^ '* 'lii\ nr dot'.K Jit) 

Now Hi. I'mrifk liiiMi,^ . 

^-maidens, Klim,, (Vd,d,u,i 

|^J*rorker«forlh,..('|„H.an niii 

k' 


aidena' l''il,!!!7!.m''r'',''lf 'll'■lll on nil lli.wu pun, t|n, 

‘ ''iipii/cd, iiiid bcrniiui /cidnu)!? 


u (■ 


Till! I'OI,'<n\ (’('p 

«i.dIrT(id"ih!.' .'',7"') *7 

*forir wikHa^niinsr tlinr.irdji)., HIT'S r.ir • • 'M'HMvrofh, 
Druid imnM'lf l.ad kindli'd llM^T!',?.d'hr! '"'t'l Die 

£<,,Ium by mi,M)f ihc DriiidH |„ii ii, i • "'i" pivon 

IlMd tfiercupon ho ■ ''""^'7 I" bim, 

p^fioever pionoLn,-!.i|| lb7,/Vo7'!‘n77p!7’in''bi?l/'‘'‘"'''""'^^ 

^trp'androiai.li, ,,,, 7 ,,, 


l*>^7 tVo olm.-es of „ ,,r,. ,1 , ‘ ' 'i™ 

Jjn-(bediM,ii,d,.r, io ml, II..,. rent 1 1"'“'' P'lbbe hi 

itime; and tl,e I{„.1,„„, p,.^, j,,,lV,„ .77'''''l''' 

::,i: 

WVINATION', 

^ra^D fimM in Ireland tho poota were »uoM«d i 
‘^ prophecy, and by cem^mZ 



'or pi)ssessed'5t^j 



I ill L| 







61;^ bis oorraclt^s were lost and 

a mdn was Irft to t^ll the tale of iiow or v 
P' perished. Thus it a\:is that the skull of a small uiumajT^^^' 
^ covered on the beach, it was lu’iairrtif to the blindmoet^ 
^Jiug' his slaft on it obtained tin* iiinm' M.^ion by whicn he 
iale^ the fate of llmcaii and liis lifiv inirai- 







P>Ain>l(J PUlVlLhGlvS. 


eA^S^DtVtSt. Ihilrick left the all tluhr rI;^Pts of divination by 
an(l all their anenait Halils ovtu' siniy-ttdlinfr with the 
^Usic of tile harp, tho'e liundre(l and tifty sti tries heing allowed 
tthe chief poet. ]b‘ also spcno'd just jiitl^ineiiG for their pr<}- 
j^ional riyhts , so that if land was nieiitioiietl in their songs ti3 
PlTiJlg been wallcl anti tuna led by thoni, that was considered to 
V^ulcient leyal evideiiet* of title to the soil. 

wdiat lbi‘V received of Sr. Padick was fetter, he affirmed/ 
i all the evil rites lo i\o\ lU which tlu'y lia‘1 nhumloiied ; along*, 
t the profane practice of maeic hy the two palms, called lmha$ ./a 
'O^Tjr?; by wliidi IiickI vision and tlio sjiirif of prophecy "wad 
pposed to come on tliem aftor invocations to idols and demons , 5 
rflll of wffiicb evil practices St. Patrick abolislied, but left to tlioyA 
§ts the skilLal band in music aial the fluent tongue in recita-.M 
for which none can e(|ual tlic ihiids t.f Ireliuid throughout hA 
^ ^’Itlie world. 


hi 


'H 


e Oj^luim writing on the poc(\ .vtatf i^ montioiit'd in very old dvM 
fpl^scripts as in u>e in the Pagan jteriod, before St. Patrick’s /\vl 
though no specimen of ogliuip writing luu> yet been found of 
rlierdate than the riinstiaii eia. . 

n Patnclv introduced Latin and the Latin letters, which super- 
d ogham. And after liis time' Latin was taught very gener- 
in tWlrish scliools. 

Patrick also coiilirmed as right and proper for observance, 
Mterer was just in the Prelion laws, so as it was not at variance 
Alie law^ of Christ, for the ]teople had been guided by the// 
'‘n law^s from all anliguity, and it wnis not easy to overtiiiowy„^ 
Besides, many or mo^t of them were framed wdth strict’ 

I to justice and morality. 

n St. Patrick w'as dying, an angel of the Lord was sent tgj 
‘ 0 announced to tho great and holy saint that God b 
tbj^ftvour to bis prayers— namely^ that his juri.sdigB 
waa ordained lo be for at ATina^^v 



AptlSl' I^0£ND9' Ol^aELiSJ^P 

to the other apostles, “ Ye shall sit upon twelve^ 
I^Udging the tribes of Israe].” ’ 


ST. CIARON. 

Tins eminent saint died at 1lu‘ early age ofx t}ur^^-tllre(^ : and ti] 

' is said that his (leath was eaiHnl by tln^ praytTs of th6-pth.ft 
saints of FndandjWlio wan’O jt'aloiH of his powto’ and fadfc fd 
sanctity. JSt. h laron Iniowing that death was cnaiiii^ upon 
composed a \ wdiK'h has lieoii prosorto-l as an a])pt'al agaiult'^ 
the cruel fate that end<‘d his htt' whilo he was vet in his pri^e^^ 
And the patho> of tln‘ (piatrain i^ \tn'y tender and natural— 

“ I ask IS it rii;Iit, 0 Kin:,^ df Stars, . 

To rt'ap a corntadti IuMdri' it i> ri|>e •’ 

It IS ealni!T fruit Uotopd du' time, 

It IS plucking tie' kld'isoin fi-iaii a Iia^el when it is white,’’ 


ST. MARTIN. 

St. Martin \va> a had man hoforo his oon\er.'ion, atid, aliove 
was e.xeeediiigdy close-listed, as tlu‘y say, to the poor; 
iiotluiig and grasping all. So he ^yas very rich but hat.ed‘!jw 
every one. ‘ 

^ One day, wdieu going out, be cliargO‘d the servant to liave a 
bajcb of loa\es ready imnb' ami balo'd bv the time he returnwfi^ 
. "W hde she was kneading the dougli in eame a ]) 00 r man 
^ begged for some as be was biiiigry ; but she t dd liim she dare Ik® 
r, give awMv anything' or tin* master would beat her. Stdl the pop|fe 
man begged the harder, and at last she ga^e him dough enou^b^'' 
for a couple of loaves. llowe\(U', when the giiTs back 
turned, be threw the dough into tlio ovtui and went his way wii^ 
r. Out a word. 

d, rvow when tlie dough wuis rmuly, the girl opened the ovetl^ 
in tlie loaves, but, boliold, it was already quite fultk? 
I^^aked bread, and would hold no more So wdien Martin ^*0^ 
she told him all the truth; and has heart smote, 
be cried out, ‘A\ri Angel of the Lord has been 
has sent His messenger to rebuke me of my 
^ 'rau out to search for the man along the 
way off.^ Then Martin 






.Mfore, him on the pround, and criod out," Oli, my Lqi^ 
we of my mm; prav u, (iud for ,oe, for I k.iow you ar6*“'.r 
dovll I^r,' I f'''Y -'fan ill's Leart was eimngod.'i 
d 'a m r',’'r ""' '" r'"'"'" 1“'-^ «"'aut of" 

fSdiir"^) 7 -'tiiHiii. '-cause ' 

sSat i.n Hilliaimt lio.vpuulitv and 

dif , 7'''" '■•‘V" ■'•oma of ||„. old MHiaina.. of iiatiir:. .slill 
VliZ' man J lualadiolioi, out him- 

|4ouse fades a^sav into i|„. ,„m n'.nV''’ ’ 

|iresi,oid.'; “And ^ 

^mos to in Ilia nanm and in iionoia- of .s;,. Man in. 

tJie A]'];iil [^Ir^ S(. :\|.i|t|i,\ h,,v I,: m1. ,, 1 t 

^iolemuitv, and It tsas liidil iii'fri " *' l'"'''ic'‘'iii‘ 

^Ino.l ,-,ii‘ti I ‘ " ai \ . lioin uiioioni luiii's. to .spill 

|bj00d on the ground of ,1„. ,Htnt. For i|„s pnrnoo a 

fek was .saenticod ; lait if oioh roiild nm 1... prorno.d pi,,,/. ■ 

''’""I' '■"! '"'o'"' 111 "idiT lo diaw Mood a,M ],.( it- 

upon the eartli, Fhe , n,ioi,i arose m thi.s w;,r _Si Martin . 

Isd and one day Im entorod a rudoiF.s house and b,A.M fir ' 
1 mg to eat. Jl,e widow Wa, poor, and hiiMiip nonfood in . 
K,!e cl"''', boiled 11 , and set it 

'^j-'i'iiiiii'ip’ o'iin- .o'ih7iri7l:iio“7'l,,!“M." ili ? iti ^ 

Ki'iitiiiide to the saiut a sacrHMo 'v' 
M^Orne living th, lie isiuade yenrlr i„ his honour. liii hbid is • ' 
^red or .sprinkled op the primnd, and along the door-posts and ' 

f *• n "eci’i'iiing to ancient usage. Afterward^ 
faimly dine upon the .sacrilicial victim 

S'Zthi Trm 

^43. « Terj, sacred ,fligti,;V)rhiclt to 'faj^ 







■ jS; 0 yont^ 

rator that he may h(' made cleairof his leprosy*” S 
^oman/' he aiis\svTe'i, ‘‘why i^lmuld T, that 
ly and linih, toneh this iilthf leper of the hln6-l^, 
? Ask me ma to do this thm:r.” • yo; 

Bridget 10 (»k water and waslasl the. leper hcTself, Tni-* 1 
m^ffiely the other A\h() hud keen healed, cried out, ’‘A fire is,' 
under nu skin : and the disease came atnain on him worse d 


mnmlied tor 
^t, Brid;^et 1 


^ pridm y 

auise its snnc;' woke her A 
1 service for the women' 


Bridget took 
the other 
under ni} skin: 
e^'er. Thus wa^ 1 
lark Ls saeiaof 
^pyer^lbornin;v to pra} 

waj'M lior f'l vo vmvI 4 


^yer3»iormn;v to praytus, a\ hen she had service tor ttie women' 
were her convert^. 

I ;'?ryThe inliueiiee of St, Brid^id remains a permanent power in ■ 
■Jreland e't^ni to tins day, and she is much feared by the enemy of 
fouls and tlie ill-doer. Adam Bari Stron/rhow was dyinet, h* ' 
l^fKrmed that he saw St. Bridg-et a]>proac}iiiiy'“ his hed^ and she e 
;)BiTUck him on the foot, and the wound she ^tfave liim mortified, “■ 
fWid of tills he died. This happened six hundred years afteri 
^.fidget’s death. , - 

Bridget, thronghout her Lmg life, held the highest position \f 
gp4 dignity in the Irish Bhnrch. She erected a temple in Kildare, 
TOp^ained hisliops, and was head and chnT of all the sacrt^d virgins. 
^kSbe also lield equal rank with the archbislnq); if he had an 
KSbiacopal cliair (cathedra e/n>co;7r//ijhso St. Bridget had a virginal 
ffijiir i^thfdra putdlari^), and was pre-eminent above all the ..’j 
KiSbesses of Ireland, or of the Scots, for sanctitv and nower. 


K ST. KIERAN. A 

®^.;Kikban, also, did good service five hundred years after his 
; for when a great chief and his band plundered Cion- - 
pioTnoise and carried olf the jewels from the shrine, the spirit of. 
^K^Kieran was seen in the doorway, crosier in hand, striking at : 

plunderers ; and when they fled to their boat, St. Kieran raised ‘ 
p^/|i8trong wind that dro^e back the boat, and finally the chief. 
Ml^r was taken and put to death, having first confessed bis^ 
and testified ns to St, Kieran’s wTath against him. ' a 


ST. KEVIN. 


Sfc< Kevin that after he haA^ been "seven ypM 

life caincpv«r,! 5 lifli, afid.&.lisjira 










^par^tiie voice of man onw inni'B. T)ien Satan ^ 

£i|i^'form of an anj.oi], bri^rlit and beautiful, and 
^that he should quit tlie valley and travel abroad and 
■ Vurid, while Y<U his veuth ivas left to him. And St. 

’“near yielding to the wtirds of tin- ttnnpter, when fortiinatsl^t^^ 
Mnnna came by lhat way, and he at ui)(v .viw throiieh the^, trjls|i^ 
and showed to St. Ke\in that t]i<> ad\ice wois from tlie 
not fi'nin Clod. .Vnd St Kho in promised St. Miinna that he 
never han e the valleA till his (math. 1 lowto er, ( lod, not willing 
;’that the saint should 'mt lii.^ heaii awny in idltmos^, bade liintbuiM 
a momisterv »'n the ea^t of the lake, the phicH where the>^e8UJ^ 
reet'on was to he ; and he stmt his un^^td to show' him the 
spot. 

Hut St. Ke\in, whtm lu' s:iw' tlu^ place so wild ami rude, 
not help tellinn tlu* fntmdlv aiiptd that it was \ery ru^'-ged an^ 
dillicult to build <>n ; and the stones wert‘ Imavy and hard to 
nutved. Then tin' angtd,1o ])reMmt un\ ddliciillv m tlie huildi^^ 
rendored the stomps lii-ht and t-mx to mown anti so the work 
hiiildme' went on n> tin* frhu'v of Chxl; aivl St. Ivemn rejoice(ld^;| 
the task set htdore him. 

And the monk who tells tin' story adds, tliat from that day.i^ 
all the place which tht‘ angel a])j)(»intetl toi' the hiiilduig, there 
now im sttme that (‘uiiiiot lu* lic,hily mo\ed and easily worked 

tlirough the vullex of ( ih'iidalou^di. ^ 


CHRISTIAN LEGENDS. 

XiiE Round Tow'er of Lhsnmacnoise wnis mwer hnislied, 
mollies objected to tlu' pru-e demanded by the chief mason ; and‘(y 
day that he was at the to]> of the towerj they said he should 
come down till he lowered the price; and they removed 
scaffolding. . 

%.C-'n Then he said, ‘‘It is easier to pull down than to build 
tower," and he began to cast dowm stone by stone, so that hecoffli 
descend in safety. _ ^ 

^ On this the monks ore\v alarmed, and prayed him to desist^ljh,, 

» tb.6 price should be paid ; so be came down at their reque&L^ 
would ne\er again lay hand to the work, so the tower reniiup^$'^ 
-^iffnish ed 1 0 t h i 8 d ay . . 

The first bells ever used in all Ireland were hung at Cloit 
but the people of Athlone, being jealous, came at 
the l>ells, and succeeded in carrying them aw^ay iu ay 
More they got out of sight of the churchy thejj 
down, and the bells were never recoveted^,yhqj)g| 

4^hloi?e tp Shannon 



























• THE POET’S SPELL. ^ 

ancient story, as old as the tenth century, is narrated, 
beliewd by the people, that once on a time ■when^the^^ 
werQ; at work, a tine haiKlsome youn^ married woman, '^hp \ 
jSj™ i|i the field witli tliem, suddenly fell down dead. This caus^'^ 
fear and coi^^ternation, especially as it was asserted that ' 
^^t^before the fatal e\ent, a fairy blu'-t hud passed over the field, ' 
a cloud of dust and stones with it ; and there could be nb 
^tiubhbut that tlie fairies had rushed by in the cloud, and struck,, 
Ste w-omanjdend as tliey ])assed. 

&j^Then tfer pe(i])le-sent fur the great wi-ie poet of the tribe, who J 
reputed to baA>‘ the power by bis sung to break the strongest . 
y^l|ry, spells: ami In* chanted low musie n\er her, and uttered^”, 
incantations, the words of wlueli no man heard; but after ^ 
^^bile the woinnii unclosed her eye.s and ru.se up, restored to 
Wlren they qne.''tiuned lier, .slie t^ld them afl she knew. ^ 

«'‘r' ^ In sickness I w:is,” slie sanl, “ and I a])peurfsi to be dead, for ' 
could neither speak nor move, till the .•'uiig of the poet gave m&t 
Sjower, Then the life rose u]) in r.n? again, and the strength, ^nd " 
was healed." 




CHARM FOR THE FAIRY STROKE. . 

is a very ancient and potent cliarm which may be tried/ 
^pitb great effect in case of a su.vpected fuiry-struke. Y 

three rows of salt on a tal»le in three lines, thrpe 
^g^siires to each row. The person perfimining the spell tnen!;- 
^^closes file rows of salt with his arm, leaning his head dowH' 
therii, while he repeat.s the Lord’s Prater three times ov#f'; 
pow — that i.s, nine times in all. Then he takes #ie band of| 
one who has been fairy-struclc, and says over it, “ By 
of the Father, and of the tson, and of the Holy Spirit, let-' 
.^Misease depart, and the ej^ell of the evil spirits be broKen I 
I command you to leave this man [naming him]. 
of God I pray ; in the name of Christ I adjure ; in the 
^.Spirit of God I command and compel - you tct go back at^ 
iikiz man free ! Amen I^Amen I Amen I 'vL® 
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THE HOLY WELLS. 


®yHKRE is no superstition stronger in Ireland than a belief in 
^lyiratiTe power of the ^jacred wells that are scattered over tli^^ 
l^-CQuntrv; fountains of health and In^aliii^ wliich some sAint lia<^ 
^'blesse<l, or by which some saint had dwelt in the far-old ancieffi^ 

g times. But well-worsliip is (‘ven older than Christianity. It 
l^rt of the early ritual of humanity, brought from the EaaJ;e^i 
by the hrst Aryan tribes who mipa’uted westward, passitlj^ 
’C.-ftfong from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic shores. 

The Itelphic oracle in its origin was nothing more than 
V'WoU, shadowed hy trees, on which were hung tlie votive otderitlra^ 
• "of the praying peasants, lono ])eforo the rival kings brought to 
'A spot their votive tributes of siher and gold, and crowns Of.' 

■A precious stones. 

In Ireland the beautiful, picturesqiik, and tive-shadowed well^ 
the country were lield .'^aered by the i)rui<l priests, as is evidet^‘: 
A from the many remarliable nruidical remains tliut have beenfoU^K 
their vicinity — ruins of tempk\s and ])il]at-stones, and stonS 
^I'-with strange carvings. Much also otAthe ancient DrUidi® 
l^^remonial has been preserved by the people, such as the symbQ|fe 
the traditions of sun-worship, and otlier pagan rites, whlc^ 
incorporated iutotlie Christian ritual of well-worship by th» 
pearly coHverts, and are still retaimnl, tlmugli, through the laps^^ 
they have entirely lost tlieir original significance, and 
y? only practised as ancient customs, for which the Irish hi ’ ^ 
t reverence, a.s having come down to them from their fo 
lathers. The ceremonial is the same at all tliese places of deti 
/The pilgrims go round tlie well a certain number 
"" feag^ither three or nine, creeping on their hands and knee^f 
rfrom east th west, following tlie apparent motion 
reciting paters and aves all the time. At the clq^ 
found they build up a small pile of stones ; for at th^ 

^ 3faa|^ela will reckon these stones, and he who has 
liyiars-will have the highest place in heayen, 
gjfcicouhli for iie own The ‘ 


from will te graduffly 
for evermore. 

ome wella there is often a rude stone monument of 
s, and tlio eyes of the pilgrim must he kept 
|)n it while reciting khe prayers. ^ ‘ ^'1:^ 

enever a white-thorn or an ash-tree shadows the place, 
held to he peculiarly sacred; and^^u leaving, having 
^nl|of the water, the patient ties a votive offering to the hranch^ij^y 
^^ei^rally a coloujied handkerchief or a bright red strip cut fro^.^ 
^garment; and these offerings are ne\o‘r removed. They rema^{f’si| 
^^fears fluttering in the wind and the rain, just as traveller^i'J^ 
ijkve described the votive offerings on the sacred trees thak';^ 
^{iadow,the holy wells of Persia. They are signs and tokens of -.o 
gratitude to the patron saint, and are meant to show the devil that ^ 
hd has no longer power to harm the praying pilgrim, or torroent^tyt- 
with pains uiiti aches a,s lieretofore. It is not supg^ed thaW| 
Ute water of tlie well has any natural medicinal properties. Thq^;t| 
Skrative efficacy is wholly <lne to the observance of the ritual 
honour 'of the saiut, who^e spirit and iiiflin^nce is still over thS:^ 
iTell, by which lie lived, and of which he drank while living 
felie earth. 

• 

I THE WniTK STONES. ■ 

?’'At many of^the wells quantities ef beautiful wliite stqnes 
that glitter in the snn, and these are highly esteemed 
|be pilgrims to hnild up their ]trayer monuments. 

.^'.One day some women were eagerly collecting these stones, 

^eb 'round of praying, in order to Imdd up a monument; 
jraddediy a strain of sofr, exquisite music seemed to rise up ftQfli-;'^ 
SS^I%ater and float by tli'un. [n their joy and wonder the womerf^q, 
flapped their hands and laughed aloud, when instantly tho mnei^M 
'^sed and the pile of stones fell down. By which sign dhp;^ 
£uew that they slronkl not liave latighed while the angels we^$^ 
|in^ing ; and they fell on their knees and prayed. . 


power hec^se a murder had bee^ 
' fetted near it ; and another because it was cursed by 
^Usequence of the immorality that prevailed at the 


THE SACRED TROUT. ' 









be east inta the Poul-aior. 




WELL. 

St. John’s well, County Corlf, there is a large stone, belleV^ 
be the real true head of John the iiaptist^^rown hard aildsoi^^ 
^^*froni time and the action of the elements. And the stone 
l^.^ceHainly a rude resemblance to a human head, ^ 

Suspected persons are brought to swear on it for a clearing, 

:K,: guilt; for it ly held in lugh reverence. Compacts are glso 
there, which are hehl inviolate, for no one wlio swears with 
.hand on tlio stone, would ever dream of breaking the oath, 
each person present as witness scratches a cross' on the surf^^ 
fey 'with a sharp ])iece of slate. 

rXv K number of pagan remains are in the vieinity, but the^'^m 
revtu'ence asplaees of Christian sanctity, 

' ’ Some time ayo an^ am. lent stone imaj-e was dug up from 
s .^arth, which antiouarians pr'^m.uiuced to be a pagan idol, probabl|^^ 
^he Irish biva. lliis was ,it first consecrated as Saint GghnAtj^P 
Vtf afterwards the prn '■i di'^troved tlie imatre with hia 

• ‘ ^ ' -yM 

I'be paths round tie' well are marlced deep by theJlnpa 
feraying pilgrims who go round it on thoir knees. And there ai^ 
I'^Vpiles of tlie little .stones that mark the prayers of the peniteri® 
ig' 'rtall ready for the angels to count. ]\Iost of the stones are of 
(jnartz, white and glistening, and these are highly esteemed. , 


THE WELL OF FIONN MA-COUL. ■ 

^VI’he ancient clnirchcs and cells of tlic saints were gene’rfi^ffl 
^^'ipla^ied in the vicinity of a well, wdiich then became sanctified s^^^j 
^^dowed with miraculous healing powmr. Or the well may. hfty« 
Ihfen held .sacred by the Druids, and the scene of their 
it$S ; therefore selected by the saint .specially as his dweM 
so that he might bring it under the tVsterage and^ 
“iKj^ence of Chri.stiaiiity. 

of the great Fionn was laid by a celebrate^ 
j^^punty Cork, and ^^t is certain that a mVssive 
" ^ ^md there not long far exceeding in e 
of men.', T|iis jAwbbne 



^ievoua wrong to tlie renowned Irish chief, fdt* 
mighty Fionn will want it badly at the last day, wHee;^ 
i^^heriug up his bones to appear before the Lord. ^ 


I ST. SEENAN'S WELL. , 

[KnJtijs a placf' on tin' sliure of Sciittt'ry Island, wliere, accord- % 
f ^ tjie mo.-l ancient tradition, a sacred well once existed, with ^ 
raculbus curati\e po\\ers. Lut no one could ever discover the 
iCe, lu' at high water the sea covered every point up to the ‘ ^ 
^0 oftke land, and the shifting sand made all elforts to tipd the 
jglity of the ^\ell vain and fruitless. 

But one day a young man who was lame in both legs from the 
'ecta of a fall, and mueli disabled in consetpience, was going V 
ing the shore with some coinpanioiis, when he suddenly sank up ,, 
his waist ill tlie -and. AVitli much ditlicu^'y, and after a long . 
bile, his eomiades managed to haul him up, avlien to their h’ 
[fazemeiit they found tliat hi> L'gs were now (piite straight, and :a' 

1 stood up htd'nre tliiun four inehes taller than before he sank , 
wn into the sand. ‘ ^ 

So at once tliev know that thi' -.'ioimI well must have worked 
e cure, and Ihtyy dug ami dug and ( twred away the sand, till ■ 
it they came on some aneimt sO'p-, and down lielow lay the ' 
dl, clear and fri'sli, aial nntoiielwd by the salt of ihi* '•ea, the^', ^ 
>1y> well of St. St'enan, that their fathers and forefathers had' ''' 
[iply looked for. 

^^ow there w’as great reioi( Ing in llio country when the news , ’ 
read ; and all tin' pt'ople from far and near who had pains and t' 
[merits ruslo’d otf to tlie wt'll and drank of the waters and ^ 
'Uri^ libations of it o\er tlnur persons, wherever tlm pain or g 
e disease lav, and in a -hort t,iine wonderful cures were effected, 

I next day still greater crowds airived to try their good luck, 
when they cauK' tu) tlie plac*', not a-ve^-tige of the well could , , 
found. The sand and tlu^ soa had coveri'il all, and from that 
.y to this the holy well of ^St. ffeenan lias never been seen by '' 
eves. i 


, KIL-NA-GREINA. 

it'-na-Greina (the well of the foimtain of the sun) WSi 
’"only about eighty years ago, by a strauge chanco 







’wew killed. 'Am^ tbiS a 
Oil tile place. The well loat all its miraculous 
effected ; the maimed, the halt, and the blind 
Store it, and went, the rounds, and piled the stones as usi^nl/ 
came, and wor.st aigji of all, a great pagan stone on 


w vii-uif, uiiu ui uii, u greuL pagaii hLuub nil 

ifcrels had been erected, fell down of its own ‘accord, and 

shattered on the ground. Then all tlie people knew thaf‘^\^M 
^^^'’OUrse of blood and of St. Patrick was uideeil over the well ; 

de^rted, ai^l the tent, >4 were .struck, and no pattern WEt?^*^^ 
field there any more, for tlie virtue (jf liealiiig lian gone 
ftBfe^ountain of the sun,” and never has come back to it throng 
ill' tlio years. 

Even the Bau-X(fom/(((, the nvmph of the fountain, who Used /Mj 
lienself oeea-ionally to t he regenerate under the 
trout, disappeared at the same time, ami though she may 
ieard of at otlieu' sacivd Avells, was never again seen by tly) devouty^^.^ 
)ilgrim.s wlio watched for her a]>pearance at the Tol/er-Ivil-nCf’X-^^j 

ffraW.,, •' #^|| 


THE WELL OF WORSHIP. " 'm 

4.1 Tober the well of tlie lii'M of woi'.shfp, County Coi‘k,dt^ 
bere are uIm) manv pagan nmmnneni^, and it is evident, that 
wcinity wim on*^ of tlm stronehtdds of the Druhls in ancient tim^y'V|^^ 
Wdli^re they had a temph', .a burial-ground, and stones few sacrifice 
^,ii\uch larger population existed also found the temple than Cafl 
Xow be numbered in the same locality. AX 


THE BRIDE’S WELL. ._m 

^AR the last-named %vell i.s the 1 hide’s Well, Toher Breda (the 
pSIy well of Sr, Pridger), Tliere is a ^ stone oratory here of }li§ 
Abulous anti(|uity, witli a doorway fashioned after the Egyptiai\oii^ 
u^el, eloping towards the tup; also an ancient white-thorn 
^ered with votive ojTering.s, amongst which one may see many 
ragylock of the splendid dark hair of the Irish southern wometl^'^^^ 
^U^44opt tliie antique traditional symbol of self-sacrifice to show*"' 
latitude to the patron saint. " kV' 

^5,|^(^rldget took the name of the pagan goddess Brlghita n 
^y^^Mestroy and obliterate the idolatrous rites and tran, 
potion of the people to the Christian ceremonies, and 

m,€otifli^ted of the highest eauctity^ beingyup^^*^^ 
iBridget. ^ . k.WM- " " 



THE IRISH FAKIR. 










tlip professional prayer-men, or Fakirs^ resort to tli^ 


^fy^er^Breda during tlie pattern, and manage to obtain gifts aud"„^ 
^Utributlons and all sorts of excellont things in exchange for^ 
^leir prayers from the rich farmers and young girls, to wliom they'" 
promise good luck, and perhaps also a luyer wlio will be handsome 
aiid young. ^ 

These Iii.di Falvir.s, or sacjT*d fraternity of beggars, lead t ' 
pleasant, thoroug-jily idle life. They carry a wallet and a stfeff/' 
and being hioktnl on as holy nnm endowed with strange spiritual 
gifts, they are entirely supported hy the voluntary gifts of 
people, who tiriiiK belie\o m the my-tenous elhcaey of their 
prayers and blessing > and ])rogno'-ties of luck. 

One 0 / th(‘-e Falors toward, the ejel of his life was glad to findi . " 
shelter in the poor-liouse lie \yas then eight} yeais of age, 

\l tall, oreet old man, with tlowing white heard niid hq^r, keen ■ 
eyes, and of the ino.sl yimerahle aspect. 'v‘^1 

A gentleman wlm saw him there, hemg much struck with his 
dignitied and remarkahle appearanco, naluced him to tell the 
story of his life, Avhieh was marked hy se\oral st range- mrl eurious 
incidents. " ^ 

Ifesaid he was a far me i'- -i-n, lait fiom hi.s earliest } out h hated 
y^ork, and only like«t to spend the long summer day Iving on ‘the 
grass gazing up into tlu- eloiuF dreaming and thinking wimrethey* 

awav y ith them to othei^'t 

M 

and heat him, often../.'^ 
all the •'nine, he could/ 

,T\pt bring hiins'df tohe digging from morning to niglit.and herding.gtS 
cattle, rfhd keeping eoinpan} oiil} with labourers. 

So when he was ahoiii tyeiity he formod a plan to run away,,di5% 
for, he thought, it the stupiil old Fakirs yho are lame and blind 
gtind deaf lind pt-ople ready to sii]>ptirt them, all for nothing, might, 
not he have anetier elianee for get ting hoard nn<l hedging withofey^ 

' "^‘Work, since bo lunl youth and lu-ahh and coiild tell them storieg^^ 
to no end of tlie great old nncleiil limes 

So one night hr- cjuitted his father's house secretly, and wen'tjf^ 
y forth on his traw-ls into the wide w(U’ld, only to meet bitter d,i8'*'^' 
jAfippointment and rude rejmlse, for tho farmers would ha\e nothl^" 
i?,'.^’^say to him, nor the farmers' wives. Every one eyed him 
^^yppicion, ^AVhy," they said, “should a great stalwart youn 
over six feet high go about the country beggingj'i.S 
a tramp and meant no good.” And they chased 
their grounds. . ' 

hinteo^ w# 


were all sailing to, and lon^'ing to tldut 

wds. y 

Meanwhile his father raged and swore 
j^>Crtielly, because lie would m^t yorlc. Eut i 











frot a long cloak, and took n wallet and a staff) and hid 
^^■^ehnlack hair under a close skull cap, and tried to look as olq{,f® 
could. -' K 

' ''Sijt the regular Fakirs soon found him out, and their ep*it0'''and 
Ta^nSvas great, for all of tlenn win-e, either lame of a leg or blind v./'-j 
of an eye, and lle-y sanl : “ Why should this ^reat bri^a'dr' 
ahotddered young fellow \Mtli tlie black eves come and take away - ov 
j)Ur chances of living, wlieii In- ounlit to he able to work and earn '’‘n 
nnoukrh to ke^o) liiil!>elf widioiU rohhmg ns of our just rights?” ' ‘d*! 


nnOLlgh to ke«-p liim>elf widioiU rohhnig u 
And|th0y grumbled and snarled at him lik 
peo]He to spy oii him and watiF 'him. 

Still he wu.s dolenmin'd to try his hn 
went to all the station^ round about and ]) 
than any ])ilgrini or J^hikir amoin^st tin* wli 

But where\er In* went In* v^w a hornhl 
lowing him. JF'r head was wrap])ed up i 
nothing was seen of In'r faet* (-vcept two o 
lijve coals of tire wliieln.n (‘r way In* tiirina 
his life became nll^erable to him he(‘;ui''e 


iiig ns of our just rights?” ' 

111 like so many dogs, and set ^ 

IS luck on every side ; so he Wj 
and ])rayed louder and faster - 


oSo he went from .-laTr 
followed liiin, and the 
after liitn lilie 1 he h.m 
sure lie Would die of 
At last he thoimlit 
Station, as it w'as .'eN n 
j^llow him so far. 
aeen upon t lie roud, i 
at the w’ell and w 
"ever wdit*n he loolced i 
."at the other side of 1 h 
she took no nihiee of I 
'telling lier head.> u,> if 
' Preseiidy, lioweyiu-, 


eil up, aim 1 Inu'i*, Ki 
f the road, was the 
of him, only went 
ih if no ollr W tU'o h^ 
yiu’, ^In* -looped do 


st tin* whole lot. , , 

a hornhlo old hag for ever fol*' 
p])ed up ill an ohl red sliawd, and; 
ept two f‘\e^, that glared on him"^ 
In* turned. • And no^y, in truth, * 

I hecaLi'-e of this loathsome hag.; 
loll to eHM]'e lier: but still she : 
lor slide on tin* ground wuis ever 
a nail into his cotlin, for he felt 
1 and hiUTor. 

I lr\ Tdhar-Ihwln for his next 
If and she might not be able to V; 
and not a ^inn of In'V was to b^ / 
■d his-heart, and he kn<*eled down 
. ])ruyei-^ louder and faster than 
ri*,kiieeline right opposite to him 
s the de test able old ^yitch. BufT^ 
Went on saying her prayers and - 


well, and, as sin* throw U[) t 
ired shawd slip down oyer he 
^beheld to his .a-loni-liment n 
a complexion lik** tin* lilv ai 
in sliowers of curF over In-r 
■ . He had only a glimpse foi 
dither face, and then she dre 
tAnd shoulders and wuis the o 


-Wiopod down to wuasli her face in the dF'- 
the waiter wnth ln*r hands, she lot the ■ 
ler -lioiilder-, and thou the young man F 
a lieaut ifiil vjuiig^irl Ijefore him with- F' 
ind the r(\se, and .>ofr brown hair falling 
r siiow-wdiito neclr. m'd 

»r a moment while she cast the wmterd^|3 
a*w" the red shawd again over her hea<| 
old hag once more that had tilled hint 


t ' ?itb horror. But that one glimpse; wuis enough to make his ll 
aint'With love ; and iiow^ for the first time she turned lierbiimi 
f^illon him, and kept them fixed until he seemed to swoctn awai^ 
TO^nyestacy of happiness, and knew nothing moretiUJie foijndb^ 
' * Beside" him, bolding his hand in ^ersj and stdl Iooot 
her gHttenuoye?, -- ’ ; , 

v. 











k in fibhin^ and in*everythlnj^ else ; for never a 
or nigh Ids place while the fairies protected him^ and^ il 

a time they led tlie gauger into a bog, and otherwise discoGifi*fc 

tVheii lie and liis men were after a still, 
bg ^ ^ So tht‘ tislierman loved his little friends, and they took 

of him ; for even in the troublous times of ’t)8, when th^ 
WTeckers Avere all over the country, they did him tkj harm ; thougS?^ 
^ ^indeed the ^ame wreckers kmov Avhere to Jiiid a good glass 
^methiiig wlieii they came hi.> wav, and lie always gave it 
^ < them witli a lieart and a half ; for didn’t they tell liim they W'or^d. 
, V going to free Tielaial from the Sass(mach Uranny, .^1. 

Down deep, under the waters of Lough Xeaglgean still be seen,, 
bv tlio,>e who l»a\e the gift of fairy \ision, tlie oolinnijs and 
^ of the beautiful palaces once inliabited by tlie fairy race 'when’b 
they Avere the ood'^ of the earth, and this tradition of a bariedi'"’ 
■, ' ^tOAvn beneath the Asaves has l)ecn ],n'evalent for centuries amongst f 
'i* the peopD. 

Giraklus Cambrciisis stales, tliat in hi^ time the tops of tow^erfig."^ 
^^Miuilt aftor tlie fu'-liion of the coimt ry,” were di^tiiiellv Aisible in 
' calm, (lear AASMt lior, under tile Min-faee of tht' lake; and still the,' 
fairies hauid tlie rinii.s of tlieir former s])h‘ndouig and hold festivals g 
beneath tlie Aval er> Avhen the full moon m shining, for tiu' boatmen^ 

, coming home late at night, liave often lieard sAveet music rising 
from beneatli I he AvaAe.s and tlie Muind of hiiiL'littu. and see]J>' 
glimmtu’ing lights far doAvn under the Avater, Avliere tlie anciertt^k 
fairy jiolaees are supposed to be. ^ ' yk, 


" ;V 

■ 

THE DOCTOR AND THE FAIRY PRINCESS. 

Latk one muht, so the sti.)rv e(’)es, a great doctor, aa’Iio lived neap^^ 
Ixuigh Neagh, Avas awake by the sound of a earilag'e driving 
to his door, follow’efl liy a Lmd riitgo llastdv thrtOAing on 
, (Rothes, the do( tor ran do\vn,wditm he saw a lilth- sprite of a pagl^J 
Standing at the earnagt* door, and a grand geutleucin inside. ‘ ^ 

, Oh, doctor, make ha'^(e and come A\itli me,” exclaimed 
V gentleman. ‘H^ose uo time, for a great lady has ht*en taken iflS 
nand she aviII liavo' no one to attend her hut \ou. So come aldnsf^ 
-'With me at once in the carriage.” 

,ey On tliis the doctor ran up again to fini>h his dre\sirtg, and tO'^t 
mlip all that might he wmnted, and Avas down again in a Ibcmierf""" 

" .“Now quick/’ said the gentleman, you are an excellenj^r^ 

^pw. Sit down here beside me, and dq^ not be ala 
you may «ee/’ , ^ 

dr^Ve like mad— and wken fch'ey g 





THE 





£tor tliooi^lit they^would wake up the ferryman ai 
^bat"^; hut no, in they -[diin^^nl, carriage and lioraes, I 
Md^’^ere at the other 8ide in no time without a drop of water 'h:y 
^icting them. • ' 

the doctor began to the comptinv he was in ; buj' ' 

he Imld his ptaice, and tliov wtmt on up Slian('’s Hill, till they 
jtopi^ at a long, low, bho Ic hono*, which tlujy entered, and passed 
'along a narrow^ darlv pa^sano, grojuiig iheir Avay, till, all at once, 
^hr^lit light lit n]i fie- wall-, and ^ome attoiidanls having opened 
^ do^r, the doctor found Inm.-olf in a gorntM,iis chamber all hung 
witli' silk and gold ; and on a mIIoui couch lava beautiful lady, 
who'yA'claimod willi tie* iiio-( frioudl} ga-ooting — 

^ doctor, I am ,-o glad to .-oc wan Jlow good of you to 

come." 

g- ^‘Hany thanks, niv lady," ^aid tlio doctor, T am at your' 
ladyship's scr\ ica^ " .* . 

: And Jio sta\od with lior till a malo child was horn; hut wlien 
he lookeil round t lioro w as no mil -o, >o h'* wu’a]t^)ed it in swaddling 
clothes and laul it l)y flc- nioilmr. 

Now',’’ said tho lads , “ niiial w liat f toll you. Tlioy will try 
to put a spolj oil \ou lo Loop wai lioro; lait take n)^' adMce, eat. 

1\0 food an<l drml( no wnio, and w ai will }»o safo ; and mind, also, 
that you ovpro-s m* 'in]uaso ai anUliing wui soo ; an<l take no 
^more than live goMoii o uimaa-. i lioiigli vou may be olTered fifty 
Of a hundreil, as vair fcr ' ;> 

'*‘Than]v um, madam, ’’ .-aid tlio doctor, ‘‘ I sliall obey you in all 

itbing^.” ' ' 

g- AVith this till' gmnkunan camo into tlie room, grand and noble 

t s,,a prince, and tlnm Im took up the child, lookod at it and laid it 
gain on tin* IxmI, ^ 

i Now there was a largo lire in tlio room, and the gentleman took 
the fire shovel and divw all tho Imniing coal to tin* front, leaving 
.^^great space at tho Imok of the grato , thou ho took up the child 
Again and laid it in tin* hollow' at tho )»ack of tin* tire and drew all 
the coal o\er it till it wa- (•o\.'ii-d; Imt, mindful of tlie lady’s 
advice, the doctor siiiil lawoi a word. Tlu'ii (he room suddenlj^ 
changed to anotlior still moi-o htaiutiful, where a grand feast was 
laid out, of all sorts of moat.N and fair fruits and bright red wine 
ih' cups of spariding cry--tal. 

y.iU ]\,ow, doctor," .said tlie g.uitlonian, “ i-it dowui with us and takA ^ 'P- 
ryhat.best pleiuses you.’’ 

Sir,’’ said the doetor, I luivmmade a \nw neither to eat nor./ ^ •' 
till I reach my home again. ISo please let me return withOilti.;y 
i|ier delay.” 

|f Opttriinly,” said the gentleman, but first let me pay you 
■%Trpuble/’ and he laid down a bag of gold on the da.ble 
‘ - 'Tity of bright pieced^*' ^ h 



take whit is Id V right (md 

PP’Soctorfand ho drew oier live golden guineas, and placed 

purse. “ AikI ll0^v, may I have the carriage to cout^ 

||%?^ack°for it is growing late r ” ^ - 

W$''\ On this tlie gentleman laughed. ‘Ami have been lear 
piveocrets from my ladv," lie said. llnwm^er, you have beh 
right well, and you shall be brought back safely. ^ 

So tbe carriage camo, and the doctor took his cane, and 
pA i' carried back as the hrst tinm througdi the wuitcr— horses, carx 
and all— and so on till he rtan-lu'*! lus homo all rigdit ]ust b 
SvVdavhreak. Ihit wdion he opmed Ins puiso to tuko out the g< 
i/' 'giimeas, there he saw a sidciidi<l diamond ring ahmgwut h the 
. the p^nrse w'oith a king s laiisoin, and Ashmi he examined i^t he t 
the tw'o letters of his own namo carved inside. tso_ he km 
. was meant for him, a present fimn the fairy ])rinco himself. 
All this hap]iened a hnndo'd yoars ajjo, hut tlie ring 

W remains in the doctors family, handed down from father t< 
and it is remarked that ^^boovo^ woars it as the owner fo 
time has 'moil liiek and honour and wniltli all tlm days of hi 
And hy thv light that slnno., this story is true, adde 

narrator rktho tale, using tlio stmug form of usmt eri^.m b>- 

■tx the Irish-speakiiig peasants emphasize the triilh of their wo, 


A HOLY WELL. 

On the north shle of Lough Neagh th.nv is still a holy ^ 
treat power and sanctity. Thioe aneiont whitv-thorn treej 
shadow' it, and about a mile dm ant n iho fragmentary run 





the well, and in the crannies of the t'ock^-- 
lU.u crucible they become pure lime in one hour, and 
lefmeitts with spirity of Mtriol. yet the waters of the well 
l^^i^nalyred present no appeai-ance of lime, * 

time ati effort was mado to e}ian>re tlio ]mme of 
|to Loits^h (.diicliesier, lu honour <tf the Lord Iteputy, 

Chiclmster, but tlie Irnli weiild not accept the neV^-'y'^ 
, and the old i;|^iine still i.uuuins unchanged. v-'^ 




A SACRED ISLAND. 


It Thorne Island thortM'^ 1 ho ruin of an ancient chiu'di, where '-'‘v 
doad walk on Noxfinlior l'l\o. It is a sobunn and sacre<i 
ilfitoe,and nothing i,s all, ,.,1 io Ito tukeii f]'(un it: noither stone 
i'Or b^ncli of the ^hado\\inu- trecv, f, ,r four of awyeriiie the spirits* 

tliree uuoi who ei>‘ on t he idaml cut <b)wni soin(0)ranche$ " mV'^I 
^an elder-tri'e that ei,ov theri' in mpair a pruate still, and ear- 
Std them oiT in th* ir boat ; hut win n just close to the shore a 
idolenl post of ^^^ind u])'-er the l)oat, and the men were drowned. V; ; 
Rie wood, howe\ er, tioated haek' in the inland, and a cros,s W'ae ‘ 
li^de of it which Avas erreled on the heacli, to comineinoi'ate the > 1-^ 
la^te of the doomed men. X 

y'lt is recorded, also, that a certaiii s( niie ha\in^ biani taken awav 
^ aome masons from the ancumt nun, fo hnild into the w'all of 
*6 parisli church, wdiieFi they were tuectinp m tlie place, tho ‘dj 
in the town Avell suddenly hepan to diminish, and at last * 
up, to I Ip' ei'cat ('Oiistiu'nanoii and terror of the inhabitants, ^ 
Ihd were at tlieir wots’ end to know’ the caii>e; wlien luckily an yy^ 
^y\fonjan of the place di'eamed a dream about the abdin'tion of 

Stone, wdiieb pa\i‘ the >olution of the mv.>tt‘iv., ‘ . a 

g^t-once the peo])l(^ toolt tlie matter into their own hands, and 
w .went in a body and cast down the wall till they came on tho 
gp;, which was then ula(s>d m a lioat, and vmTied hack wdth*^' 

^nan ceremonial t^ tiie i^hijid, wdnuu' it Ayas layilaced in ito fly!; 
1 site, and, immediately after, the wuiter lloAved back a, train, 
the Avtd],and the supply h(‘came eyen more copious than 









used to resort in order to imprecate maledictions' 

custom also to erect monuments rou’*^>^^ 
a long" flagstomn and heaping roun^i^^ 
^?';V vpyrataid of sand in ord(‘r to keep it fixed firmly in ita place, 0^ 
,► these pillar-stones certain mystic rites were tlien perforined. ,1i 
"^‘d pray^Ts wpre said which took the form of'j^ 
terrible im])ra(‘aTioiis, It was therefore ■with awe and teri^ 


that one man said of another. 




and tei^ 
He has been ciir>ed by the stooip 


h - . 


SCENES AT A HOLY WELL. ^ •: 

SonxEs of lioly f[ntlu nf ttmder loy^, and human ])ity are^ ho7 
ey^r, liappily more frtMpinit amongst the doyotoes at the hoi 
ells of Ii'olairl than lie* tieoa'e mutt^*rlnl:s nf malediction. 
tlle^e sacred pk'n'os ma\ lie sts'ii the mother ])rayiiig f(-)r her cbil 
the ^irl for lior lo'rrr, tin- y ite tor Imt Im.^luLirl , ;:;oinp^ tlie Kiunf 
on their hare Iniees, witli the eruciliy in their elnspiMl liand^ au 
tlnnr eyes rai>ed to lieaveii in >ilent ])rayer. ^ynh a diyine fait 
that this pra\ er will he nns\\(‘]’e(l : and who can say hut that tt 
feryoui’ of t he Mi]ipli( nt loll has often brought dtswu the blessic 
of healing for t he sick, or comfort for the ,>(-)]To\Mng The 
tiires<^ue grouping round the holy wtdl, the haclvgroiind of pufjpi 
mountain'-, the anti(jue -tone (Toss at wlm h the pilgrims ku^ 
the costumes an«i otieii the heantifnl faces of the praying 'Nvoniel 
itli their long dark hair and purple ^risli e^'es, form a scene'f 
'vyonderfiil ]H)etic and dramatic intt'ivst. which lias lieen iinmo3 
taliziel by biir Prederiek Ihirton in his er*‘at national picture^ 
Lhntl (iirl at Hip JL>l>i Tie// — a work that at oin'e madc'^ 
}oiiug painter famous, and laid the foiindalion (.>f the suhs^UCS 
career of this distinguished and perf('Ct artist. ^ 

Pi 

• ;o; 




LOUGH FOYLE, 


a ' Ov Loigh Foyt.e means the liori'owed lake, fVjr in old times 
■ "^cme two weird sisters dwelling lieyond the Shannon^ who 
a . eg.^^idcd in necromaney And the elder sister said to the youn^* * 
.gV/s Give pie the loan of your siher lake, for I haye nouej; 
to restore it to wPu next Monduy.” 
younger, being good-natured, rolled i;p the 
despatched it over hills and dale^s to her 
time came fur return, the elder sister^ beipj?"' 
a^n Aiihnirt^ir^ made anawer tc) the mes^iehger sent 




TUt HENS CASTLE. 


At t|e head of J.outrli r,)nil), denp in i],,. watnr iihout a ffimshofc 
^romnhe laii.l, sfand^ tli.* anoK-nr cast]*^ of ('(lisiu'/i-na^Cparca 
w bi'iMi Imilf 111 diit' iiiulit l)\ a roc]\ ai'id a lit'i], bat iu 
it was foundod ]iy tlio ill-falod iuidt-Tidc ^ b( tbp last 

nng of Irolainl. Straiiyc liybt^ aro son]otina\s sotni liittiDj^ 
Lroiigh It, and on somo -jiaitKadar midnight a crowd of boats - 
rather round ii, tilled wiili nidn dr.-.od in nivon wnfh rod sa&hes. 

And they I'oAV about till tlio cock (■row’>, wdifii tboy suddenly '■ ^ 
rapisL iTio^ of (“liiJilroii ai'o lu-aid in llio air. Then tlni ■' " 

people know that tluu'i' lia> boon a (lo.ith ^'uin.wvliore in the renion, 
l£ld tliat^tlio Sidlip ]ia\o ].oi>ii (adiiiL'’ tlin y^nnip- inoi’l al eJiildren^ 
tad leaving some ill-fa\ (uiivd buit 'in thd eiadh' in place of the ^ ' 
child. . e 


TThe old (‘imth' 
^mna raiU\ th. 
i^tode for sonio tin 
^hom she liad abd 
nratical eyp(‘di1io: 
^’distill g’lirdmd h 
JFlaherlie, shut 
feircss, and a foll( 
\U^nrQ lier saftUv. 
ip'ttrm the yiiaid , 

l^er granting lli 
laptain Bei an ( >d^ 
if-, Such a casth' nn 
the solemn -o 
iCi^Cearca, tin' yi 

of purple 
the young h. 


nd , t^iiiomi Idi/aboih 


V hiUoi'ic inoiiiorj('s ; th,i eeh'brated 
'll i(‘ti aiiics.s of ihc \\ {^st, nnidfi it her 
iriiod (hitlirr lilt' \oinin ht'ir of ILwyth, 
.'111 llow’th (bi^thn w'heii on one of her 
rw-ards, during tln^ Wars of Tli/aht'th, 
hi‘ srpt*of tlio b> I'lulierties, Bevinda 
]) thore w’iih lii'i' only danghter ami 
t w'oiily re-nliit(,' itnai. But further to 
' to the Lhi'-'t'ti, 1 ''questing permission 
di/aht'ih in roiiirn sont au autograph 


^ter granting the ro.|no^t, but addre^>od to “her good friend 
^a'ptam BeMin ( iddali.'rtio," t'Mdontly lli inking that the custodian , ’ 
if-, Such a casth' niii.>t o.'itanily ht^ a man. ‘ ^ 

'ta^the solemn -'linidt' t)f thm pmtures.pie airl statt'ly (\d4fen- ■ v, 
U^'Cearca, tht' yivat Jake fortrt'Ss of Lough Lonib, wdth its ' ^ 
^^|iart of purph' mountains and its water pathway tifty miles - ’rt' 
young heiress grow- up tall ami beautiful, 'the pride 6f yW' 
And in due ,tiine she married Blake of Menlo Castle, tm A 
from this lii.^ttnuc pair is de.seended tht" pre.sent baronet and,^ ‘ 
of the property, Sir .Tolin Blake of Menlo. 

S^iniYrell ruthlessly dismantled the castle, and it has temain^^^ 
iiincc ; but the massive walls, and the beautiful 
.gf doors and windows .fltJlJ af 









M^MMtgfftnaeur tif- tlie edlff^/WorV ^'t}iij*i!!ui'^*^!i^^ 
^ppilpon It; and upon the country and on the people of 

i],' SLiABH-MISH, COUNTY KERRY. .:M 

^ ?Kff e"”"" County Kerry, is ha^l 

Tin- %uie ot ii iinui, lUTompunied by a Inno' black doir ia J 
, quentU- seen stand, nc on a l„el, crae, but as the fmyel 

approaches, the t„nn.s disappear, although they rise up ffm 
before him on another crag, and s„ continue appeariiirr imd d 
appearing as l.e .,,o„r„eys on, .Many travellers' ha e een tbe 

, but no ,.me has ever yet aide tf, meet the man and l.he'l 

, face to face on the nioiiiitaiii side, for they seem to melt away 
tht mist, and iire seen no more on leael, iiig tlie .spot It liannene 
once upon a,, me, that a man puiriiev ing- ai„„„ .yer the 
p.utli, took out his ,snull-box to .sohife him.self w.ih a phcH 

, was putting It npnig.un m his y „is(c„a, ket, when 1 e W 

toice near him saving, No, r ei - not ye,'- f am' near y.m.S 

U lookeij imiiid, but no, a seul wa.s to be .seen. llovve^'} 
t^liougl. It right to be fneudlv, .so be shook .some .simlT fS 

, Uod and the saints beiween ns and harm!" eudaimed I 
poiir man, ready to di-np ,lovyn from loiror. « 

- closeVilside hun'!"'’'^"‘ 

Then the iiiuii qineldy made the sign of the ero.ss ov er the hjJ 
,, touched by the spirit, and .so went oii his way unharmed. 


the SKELLIGS of KERRY. . , ! 

The Skelllg liocltp are situated about eleven miles from 
,-Ptamkiid. and are considered of great sanctity. In fh A™i| 
ijuVa, during the penitential weeks of J.eiit, the mon 
Jeave the adjacent convent and retire to the .dkellig,? Roerf 
H«nce prayer, and abstinence. Several Sneient .tonfroofil 
m e-xisteiice at the top of the rock, showing whW^ 
“te of the moat ancient ovclotiifeti 
in Ireland, aaid are far older thaJive 
earlier than the seventKcent 





POPULAR NOTIONS CONCERNIfrC'll 
THE SIDHE RACE, tl 


FitoM flu- earliot tlie lias 
.-a race nuchvay lii-nvecii tlu* aiiL;el and 
eiorciM' a straiii^c in\>sl(aiii(ts iidliuaic 
Per'^iaiiN called t hi.^ ni) ic race IVris ; t 
named them dcmuiis im( a^ eMl, lait 
iij\miljle t‘\er iiivK'iit , capald 

if olTendcd. 

The Irmh calh-d thtmi tile Sidhe, i 

ima, a luedilicatimi of tin' a\oi< 1 IVii 
m-ufje, tht^ land of peqieiual \oLiih, 
and beaulv, never kj]o\\iiie di-case oi 


.lelieved in the exiiitence 
nan, t^ifteil ^vitli jiowef 
o\('r himian destiny. Tli&id 
f E^\|itians and the 
; m\stm'ioiH allies of, muD,'J 
of hind a<‘ts hut imnltmabWhS 


or qiiiit-raee, or the 
1, hheir country is 
\h'nv they live a life of 
death, winch is not to contL^t 
they are fated to pass 
le ,MM‘ii no more. /They 

•es out of hits of straw^oTr^f^ 
and to Seotlainl and baiik^ 
end (tf tilt' (LatiH/J 

nrnot and huiie round 'the! / 


aniiihilatmn^ to pendi utterly and h(' ,mmui no more. /They Ca’tiil 
assume any form and tlie\ mulie Imr-es out of hits of straw^oTr^^ 
which they ride over the country, and to Seotlainl and 
They luue no r«'liemm but a ^reut diead of tin- SV-u/u^/ur (LatiH/J 
words from the l.ro.qiels writtmi liy a prnot and huiie round'thel 
neck). Their powm' h ^(^icat o\tU' unha])ti/e(l children, and sue, lit* 

, .generallv grow u]i evil and ha\t‘ the eiil eye, and bring ill 
unle.sa the name of (hul m ni^tuiitly Linoked when they look 
any one fixedly and in silence. ’ 

All over Ireland the fairies lu'ne the reputation of being Vgtfyv 
beautiful, with long yellow hair ?wee])ina the ground, and HtfeS 
light forms. They hoe milk and honey, and sip the nectar froti'w 


reputation of being Ve,tfyv| 
ilia the ground, and litfej 


light forms. They hoe milk and honey, and sip the nectar frotf^ 
the' cups of the tl(0\ers, which m thmr laiiv wnne. 

Underneath the lakeN and der]) d'lwii in the heart of the MjiO 
othey have their fairy palaces of ]teail and gold, wdiere they 
^tfipleudour and luxure, wuth mimic and song and dancing 
d'laughter and all joyous things as hetits the gods of the 
"pur eyes wmre touched hv a fairv sahe w'e could see them 
’on tlte hill in the moonlight. They are served on vessels 
chieU to mark his rank, 








the fairies are fond of pleasftW-;.V]hey''ar8‘'^^M 

and "fi !»»9ide3 bon^t ilTihSS 

ffiltrv fhev ‘I'wr promises If they borror^^wlne fronjf^ 

^^ntry the} amavs repay it in ble^sinpe, and never indnl^'lS 

w.tJ -''iison powerless Th8>^«j 

and are set to K„rd I asks. ’One man said he h^ -fl 

^ ^ev'bid”trT“ '"'T''' "’ay from Mayo to Cork, btit -'*1 

^|e they had to h-ave him as thev were ooinc* to Anam 

m nouake Inm across the sea on tlmir wlute horlL^ 

®idrc:'„i;y;:;;r'“ »' ”« ““^S 

'ipreat chieffiiiD of 'CoDnauirlit 'S 

ibltharhaTo*"''! 7‘l "R'fiin-'tt n lioetilo fain^fm 

It, *7 t..rr, tones. The reqnired ahl bein^-fel 

Vai, the fairies and their mortal auxiliarie.s MimKod into th^S 
te and fought the enemy and conquered ; after whfch the 

to eliore r.ideii rvith rich pre.sents of Bilvet '^^l 
?-fiy prhicZ'' S^^ttfude ftom S 

It is said that Kitwai, of Caatle Ilackelt, the great f'onnau<rht"i^ 

cStSthaTall' if r“"*7H fOy hride on that occasion, anfi^tS 
ceftain that all he female d.^sceiidants of tlie family are nofed lW 

Tadv Cl *beir sweet roices'S® 
Lady Lloiiciirrv. mother of tlie present, Lord Cloncurry7‘'’S 

Iky of‘tl'!7'7'p"‘ 1" -V’'"'',"'®* acknowledged lead^^ 

^^mlpner anf voi7 “ faaoinatiW 


V',. THE HURLING MATCH 

|,!^y®®;y7h7'^'‘' "'''® aH the gentk graces 

&toch a^s Sr ""'"'f all ^ 

|^,,^ch as kirhiig and wrestling; and they oftep 

^.tpeux.vy some <;vi] turn. - 

ofyduet ca^e .along, tf^ 




iiS immf 'by bliiidnig iis ; flioiisan^s oi 
by, raising a territic dust, though no mortal eyo 

Then one man, a good player, and musician, ran for 
and began to ])lay Mime \igiiri)us dance tinier, “for now/’ said 
‘‘the fairies will begin to dance and forget if?:, and they 
off in no lime 1o hold a revel on the rath to the music of 
own fairy pipes.” 

And so it was, for at once t]i^‘ whirlwind of dust sw'opt on 
the hill of the fairy rath, and the hurling ground was left clgd^iTi;^ 
for the game to go on again in safety. ■ ' 

It must be acknowledgod tliat tin* faii'ios are a httle ^Ihsh, 


they would not 1 


used to be held as a lilgli festival, and a 
mouial of a touniameut ; at Imist bofor 
all the fun and frolic of tin* ]teasant life 
The prettiest girl of the yillugo w 
girl — the i'olhjea-a-bhailui. Ih’essed ii 
by her maidens, ,>he proe(‘^Mled to tho 1 
and tiddlers going before Inu' playing ga 
There she was met by the pro(s>,sion o| 
ing the chief hurler— ahva} s a staUNavt } 
the youth and the maiden joined liaiids 
the people cheei'iiig. 

This was calle<l tlie opening’ of the In 
match another pair would l»e sedected, ♦ 
hoping to be the (Jullt’en-a-bhadin chos 
dance fur the second or following ganr 
tournament ended with a festi\e suppe 
many subse(|uen1 marruiges betwenu 
stalwart young burlers, despite all t 
the fairies, who maliciously t||g'd to 


‘d tliat tlie fuii'ies ai'e a hltle felhsh, 
rtVreil wuth the great national sport 
oiiriie ammemeui of llu' eountry, amJ^IM 
festival, and arranged with all the cero-^^ 
at least before the bad tunes destrov^ft^J 
i.y. 


stivul, an<l arranged w ilh 
t least before the bad tun 
]teasant life. 

,e village was chosen as 
1 >resse(l ill w lute, and i 
lied to the liiirluig groun 
r playing gay dance, tune.-, 
pro(s>,sion of the yeinig nr 
1 a stalNN art youth of oi er s 
lined luuids and began tin 


ground, the pipsrytS| 
tune.-,. ’ eg 

uig men surroimdrk.,^ 
(j-^ I ■ r si X feet . And 


urling. And for the next//"'; 
each \ilhige girl anxiously 

-leii to lead the ceremonial 
es. Naturally t'le hurling; 

MO mueli loye-makmg, and v 
the pretty colleens 
die envy ami jealousy^of/^ 
mar the pleasures of 


THE RIDE WITH THE FAIRIES. 

Thb fairies take great delight in horsemanship, and are splendt^y 
jidprs. Many fine young men are enticed to.mida. wdth 
ywhen they dasli along with the fairies like the wdnd, Finvkir^ra 
leading, on bis great black horse with the red 
Mfttlopk like dames of hre. And ever after the young meif 
fearless riders in the country, so the people 
K they .have hunted with the fair^. Ani^- after the^huSt^ 
of .tfiatnartv ia taken io'T magruheenfe' ititmayilj 







l*. to ale^^t) With soft niiiQii-^ Pnf .*r^ 


« W it^.to .le.p w:th roft“«„sic:‘ to ZlrZnW 

PJfod the fauT palace, and he look, in vain for the hanM?^ 


t iw+u.- — --w orct.i, uun au ttio o-ay youne* henta-* 

>*ifiii like ' '^*^ drccH, wlio ni.sliod over the field with “ 

S’frt, If, 1 n '''""r " away for 

'v- sL' hiy vision, like a dream of the ni^lit. ^ 

■"'wB^rkr ° *^i P'''’*^''""''h iilro one of the Kirwaus of Galwav 

^•^0! /l '^■' 'o ' l'>>l-where all the fairiea of the Welt 

'3 iT' :'; ’ ""l, ""'" '"' o'- «( Rn am , I . 

thf™!" 'f “ I tint voii are to be at - 

, ^e mes to-morrow, .0 j„st let me g,ve vou a^.int : ,f you wish' k 

?omh ''"‘■•"’-'‘''•‘W to ..-.nd you mv man lo Tt " 

- M ith tliat at a turn of tlie road, tl,e .irun-er disappeared • for >' 

T himself, who had a friendlr liicinir ': 

fv the tnlie 0 the Kirwanp heeniiee all tlie mm, w ™ ien' rouf ■■ '■ 
.who came ot the hlood. „nd all ihe worn,.,, LiiiZml 
, Aext mninino- as Mr. Kirwan avrs stittino- nut for the race hi« ' ' 
groom told him that a voung .jockey was waning ti^see ll ’ He i- 
tfivpr lookm-t litth' imp, Mr. Kirwan thuut,^ht, he had 

powfrTlni’f'w '' ' ‘ I'i'i’ all the righ^a ?l 

^power that was neceseary t<.r tlie race, and the young imn " 
off in a moment, hke a Hash of lightning ^ ^ ^ '- t 

tni the J**’ ■■‘"‘‘'“ed like one in a 1reaili-> 

tm the siher cup was handcl tn him as winner of the race and*'* 
congratulations poured down on him, and everv one X^ealrlv ' ’ 

flv iike^fh?' * ‘t i°fk'7 who seemed to make the horse- ' 

flv like the spirit ot the win-l itself. Pmt the jockey by this time 

Jhel “Tf ■ the sfraiiger on the bkek horse wm# 

teere, and he const rained Mr. Kirwan to come with iTra 

})h^asantlv, as before, till they reached^ 

Sg'on''thf' °f gorgeonshervS^ 

gng on the steps to receive the lord and master and & 

*? to dress fordinwri 


f j v>au bu ijis room to areas tor die 

A ^ ^ of violet velvet ready, in w 

him, Then he entered thw rliniVirt._heiri t 






|^Kk:>iiw ‘^tfir to’ tne 1:00m.' and when all mi 
^Mftwthing: femffined buf^a blach etohe with Arrange signs on it., 

JjJr; this, no doubt, he performed his enchantments. And 
i^pf|iOopk were afraid of it and gave it to the priest, who baa 
^j&' this day, so there can he no doubt a^ to the truth of the story. 

And the priest knows the Inddon meaning of the strange 
Awhick give power to llie .^toiie ; hut will reveal the secret to noA^. 
iS^y'one, lest the pin^ple might try to work devil’s magic with it, and An 
fe Vi, unlawful spells by the power of tlie stone aJid the pow^r of tb« 'gi^' 


V> ’ THE DARK HORSEMAN. . 

v’/ One day a line, handsome young fellown called JemmyiNowdaUfyiA 
-jV' ■ set off to walk to the fair at Shine, ^\hlther .smne cattle of his had V i 
been sent otf for sale that same moriiiiig early. And he wa^- ' 

- dressed in liis ])('st tiotlies, spruce and neat , and not one in all the 
county round could equal .Tmumy Nowlaii for height, strength, or yJ" 
p 'i ^ good looks. So he w’ent along quite gay and merry in himself^ 

^ , he came to a lonely hit of the road where nevtu- a soul w^as to 
k ' seen; hut just then the sky became hlack-<lark, as if thunder 

in the air, and suddenly he heard the tramp of a horse behind'^y 

V •' him, On turning round he saw a \erv dark, elegant lpokii)gV\?V 

O' gentleman, inounttHl on a black hors^, riding swofd; toward^ hiij. pfei 
'0 ‘‘ Jemmy Nowdan," said the dark h('rseniaii, “ [ have been looking'; @ 

. for you all ahmg the road flft up now, (piieklv, InJiind me. ahd I’llkd ' 

Vp carry you in no time to the great fair of Shine ; for, indeed, I am 
’ going there myself, and it would be very pleasant to liaie your'/Jpp 
.compaii}.'" , 

V ‘^taiank your honour kindly,” said Jemmy; “hut it’s not for AAtk 
the likes of me to ride with your lordship; so I would rather 

';V;j|jjFalk, if it s pleasing to your honour ; but thanks ail the same.” 

Truth to tell, Jemipy in his owui mind had a fear of fhe strangeJ;-^Vi| 
5^ V '.gentleman and his black hor.se, and distrusted tliein both, for had 

he not heard the people tell strange stones of how young men bad-^'^^^ 
S/,k;)been-, carneil off ny the fairie.s, and held prisoners by their 


ipr .chantments doven deep in the lu'art of tho hill 
^;^whete never a mortal could see them again or know' their fateyp^ r 
they w'ere only allowed to come up and see their kindred 
^V^yh^ights the dead wmlked, and then they walked with them 
rose from the graves? So again lie began to make 
gibuses, and meanw'hile kept hxitipg round |or $ome 

he couW escape if possible. ' / " 

'Com^ nown’i&aia the dark horseman, ^Hhis is all nSS: 


1111(1^1' the earth/ Ay 




‘‘n'l t»u(ili nim iigatiy ott WSS 
itirf on t U )^‘''* "’liip (ind 111 ;u, inutaut Jemmy foLd Wmrf 
M on the hoi.se anil (jallopiiif^ away like the wind with thd^* 

■''"I'l"''! noratayed till they.(ium»?v 
.<} the .aniullost, p„,,de Jeiniiiy ha.l rvor .seon m hi.s life • bm, h fW 

le no remark, toMhev were, en end, and crowded rUd tk'^ 

iw what thin eoij.l , 1 ,, f,,,- 1 ,,,,, 

dreas;’ .said the fremlenian 
^' 7 r ‘‘Piri'''’''.'" And in I lie room Jem.nv found 

ft Jeaiitiful Mnl o felvet, and a ca,, and feaiher. And JJn the ' d! 
g^ltfie senaiiN had dressed him thin led luni to ilie larye hall that, -1 
pWM all Ig u], and hung will, garlands of flowers : and mmsic and 
|ddftBcmg were uoing on, and many hoely hidies were pies md to # 
l^^not mie 111 the hall was iiaiid.sonier tlian Jemniv Xowlan iti his 
A/yftlvet .suitaodeap and feather. ' , 

Isdady''*' ' Nnwliui sanl one lovely 

.‘‘No, Jemniv • von niii.si .hanee yith me,” said anotlier ‘ 

iVftotin ih'"' ^l"l"”'"l ^'l"" '""1' '’’i 

f" I"' room, and put him to bed,” tnid 

’ '■ a 

,‘’",'■‘"7' '"'iioiir,” .said ,renimv,“for I am not 
|>ok-lp.irned : h„f I am yer, t ired, let me he down and sleep." 


gemleinan; "not if I can help it ■■■ 

Ifca 'l ~e‘i '■"‘'■'‘'‘"■'■■I >»>in-“lnke JeLy A® 

^j^owiaiuiiKl put liiin out ; ho oim tell iio >tory. J will ImvA 

lib aippto ■’ 

VeA So the red-hairr'd man tlirmst Jemmy out at the ca.stle pate ani'" 

ja.ew« just .setthne ,|„.,p-,,n a hencl, o„,,sidm wS iM 

ilipn (‘Hine by hoanutr ^ (‘ohiid. .1 

Oho, Jt'imnv Nowhiii,” 


^Wantpcl a fourtli uiau 


liHv Hind, ‘^ you are ^olqpme. AVe 
' carry ihtM'-oiliii." ' 


1'""' '* *''‘'•>1. and away theV" 

°'y, "'"V''''"''’""'' W, through 'briail-l 

!h ™'sloJ,pl!r'’ the valley, 

^ Who y;^Tll diyt- a |,rravo ? ” gaid one. 

us draw dots,” said another. iv 

and the lot fell on Jemmy, So they ffaye him A 
worked 611 the waA^dug- broad 
place at alj for a 

‘''s tv/ ' "-'r,^ 


'.Ath' 













t — . ■ -♦ . '-i 

^is only son’ was away in a distant part of 
^ iii DU news of the murder the son returned^ and a dose mfegTSfe^ 
gfttion was made. Suspicion finally fell on the housekeep'^j^’^ajjdl^ 
h lov^-r she used to hnn^^ to tlie house. They were arrested 
S|^hd01iaequence and hroueht to trial. The liousHkeeper, Sheeia-’U(t'‘^ 
^ ']:r$^km'}}j or Shetda of tlu^ Knifo, as she wa^ eallod ufterwanls, 

’ fierce, powerful woman, noted for her \iolent and vindictiV^ 
The lover was a weak, eowoirdly fellow, win) at the lastly 


o temper. 


I- 

fi^- 


turned evidenee to save hi^ hte. IJe had taken no part, he saidj^. 
in the actual murder, tliouph he had helped Sln^da to remov^'' 
and bury the gold.- xVccording to his stoiy, Sheelu entered th©^ 
^t/'/'old man's room at nij^ht, and taking' a .''tuirp shortt s^vurd that;.J 
kty-.'-'^alwuiys hiinp- at tlie head of his hed, .she .^tahlitMl him liercely oV0lf<f 
i^.khand over till not a hreath of life was left. Then, calling hef--^ 
'lover, they ransacked the room, and found quantities of golden^; 

■ r guineas, which they put in a hag and carried out to the field,., 
‘ ' '' ’ ’ ^ ’ '' spot, laiovMi only to themselves;-' 


'■where thev buried it in a 


but this 


iieitlier Slieela nor the hn'er would reveal unless 1 


!'•* 

rthev receive*! a pardon. 

The murder, liowe\er, was too atrocmus for pardon, and Sheela,^ 
hung amid the liowlincs and O'^cecratious (tf tlie ])eoplo. 
she remaiuetl fierce and (hdiaiit jtu the la.^t, .^till rtd’usiiig obstl*'- 
nately to reveal riit* plac** where the imuioy wots ljuried, 

lover, meunwhilm luul du'd iii pi'iM»ii from fright, for after 

S V 8entk3nce wus proiiouiuvd, In* ftdl downi in a fit, from which fifi' 
'-never recovered. So ttu' ,s*-en‘t of the gold <iit'd wdtli tliem. 

*^After tins the son came t(» live in the place , and tlu' traditiofi, 
of the hidden g(tld wa> .^till kept alive in tlie family, hut -all 
efforts to find it pr'ivrd u>ele.''.s. 'y 

I^ow a strange thing liaitptuu'd. Tlie farmer dreanuMl for thre« 
nights in succession that if he went at midinght to an old ruined 
' castle in the neighhourhooil, he wautld hear wools that might tell 
l^'jlxim the secret of the gold .-hut he niu^'t go alone. So after tllfl 
dream the farmer resohed to <lo a.'' he was ordered, and^ 
forth at mi'liught to tle^ ])l.u*e in<Hea|r(l. Ills two ficfcr 
^town-up young men, anxiously awaited Ins return. And aboui 
hour after midnight the fatlit-r eanu' home pale as a ghoal'! 
haggard and trembling. Tliey hebped him to lii> hed, an^ after a 
he wms able to tell them his adventures. He said, on reach- 
the old ruin he leaned up straight against the w'all.and wait^ 
S^^^'forthe promised, words iti silence. Then a breath seemed to 

’ face, and he heard a low’ voice whispering in his ear^^L 
of gold, take out the 




K^refl ^ig^ntie and terrible; her ban48",im,^'«/w-fTO^5;^S)j5 


. . .w, 5w s;, ;, = ;:; r?,irr'‘r;‘ 

y^ps and >ells till I jvaci P,| ,1,,. i,', ,, f -"‘'>1 Pui-suing.me with/,-; 

;^|en she sank intn md "■ 

!Oh| farmer/* r am cei i iin fr ,, , I'l"’'"'®'^- continued^ j 

pit^ hid under the ,iy„i < 

t0.|dle wa,s blown om aijd tin' iinf rtm ^ wind, tlie 

yhilbeil by iiivioiM,. I,,’ ,1. ,, ' imiii wa= lifted from. ' ; 

-■.'.rible cra-ji. Jn the. laikn,.' ' n', ® ter--;;V 

i'buuhey saw ii,. one. ' ' gToans, ■; 

but foim.n'il liitldy '!/''? ""l" '''n ^i' 

'So on a oertun, „ , | , . ' ’’ o "'I' 

' for defence, ami u'l;;!, , i V ■ u , ^ig stiolm,?4 

ihags walls, to ih,. hei/n „'• ., , ' , i ^ li 
t-S6Cret mark or .sien )?v which ,,erl,,n''' ' 

^dificovored. Jlut ,is tiiov worl’ ! ti'"’ 1)0 

ipeared at s,„ne di! „ ; 1-b'l't suddenly ap.;'6| 

.tigtood the gho.ot of ilieii f , , Hu* castle, and by it'.'/iy 

■hand to a certain sion,. ,„' ||,',, dln'‘"'v "‘tl '“'n'’''‘“f™tclied.'e>i^ 
••?h,n8t certainly be tlie o,,,,, „|„,,,,. m, eold TV ) that. 

tcm,; but before they ,.,‘j,l , . , ' " , f "-’hod ’ y/b 

,'Sheela appeared, ore ,wf , "'. f®™ of . Ikii 

jja white, and with a ciiele f '.'‘ '"''"''b could deseribe, clothed-,- ejs 
the gho.st with her ooi'v i|.,?,7'' '‘7"i ahe 

thoirible yell,/ uiuj iin ,,.,7, ,, V'''; with-, - J 

C^JjeT could hear the lid t on and the'Tdb f'd'” ,"^“*-'“83.31 

'pur, sued thh gh,-,,t, ' " *- ' of bheela aa she i 

Ightijig;’" and limy i7rlual"lwny a/ t'lm 't'7-''^l 

;il#rpeath lay a hogVi o;ti;b7oid 

iSA of ea ■ 1 ’ ^ rang on the ilrb' -« 

^gdmothmg, onfyjrfted tfe-Dag 







J^fefence: The defendant' \yas 
iaraination, ih which all his evil pfaotic^^^^ 
rutliless severity. But the widow 
cord of wicked deeds ; slie only saw bef(jre 
- man in the prime of life, with a mag'nidie^ 
[ eyes, and raven hair. At once she was 
nagie, by the handsome prisoner in'the 
ijver uer counsel, she gave orders that the suit slrhuld!^^^ 

S f^fopped and no damages churned. After this, as was natuiS^^ 
^Warra intimacy sprang up between plaintatT and defendant, whi(^" 


in a short tiin 
IjBi^ndthrift captain; 


b'))eiDg brought liome from school to li\ 


' })y the marria|^fe of the rich wid(jw andyiH^ 
th(' widow’s only son and heir to the 


_ with 1 lii'in, for, as fiia] 

^r^yCajptain obser\ed, it was lU'cevsary tliat the boy should bi^early^ih^ 
^if^icted in the management of the pv< ►pert y. ^ A ^ 

One evening', howt'ver, IMaciuimara set a rope across a lone^ 
^^■vkpart of the road '\\here he knew the dad must pass when ridih^ 
home. In consequence the horse stumhled, and threw the rldei^ 
night when the servants and people went out with torched 
talcKik for the yeung heir, lie was found lying (pure dead by 
;Ai;-ro1idside. ^ 

; The whole property now (huolveil tri tlie widow, who 
the inanag’ement entirely to Maenamara; and lu^ lost no titn^i^ 
,‘ipaking good use of the large sums of money that came undefchiS, 
' control, by constantly plunying into reienved courses of d^ln|S 


extravagtance. How the liome life went on no one knew, 
st_-en of the wife while the hushund carried on his orgdes 
l^^y’/dafter a year had ]ta>s(*<I hy, tlie country heard with surprise of th^ 
of till' ricli widow, us she was >->till called— -suddenly, it 
fiaid, by a fit, a stroki*. She ■was found lying dtuid in her bed 
^^iJ^b'^noming, and her husband was in the greatest grud — this waatjil^l 
orthodox narrative. But .strange whispers at the same time 
through the neighbourhood, that round the lu'ck of the poor 

was found a iflack mark, and many had grave suapicipi^l 
Joul play, though they feared to take any mea-sures aga 
" A captain, so great was the terror he inspired. 

Meantime, he conwled himself with another wife, a yoiu 
had been a favourite of his long before Ids lirst 
#<1 they led a reckless life together till all the w'i 
tlM gambled away or spent in dissolute frolics. Then be p] 
^j||A.baiid of sharpers and despera(loes who fought aud cl 
one at t^e fairs and races, and wane the terror of the^ 
tjy, ’But; especially they warred upon the^Big Jo^ 
'i^Oiara, wlio thereupon Wore to be revenged r„ ‘ 
t^^caj)tam hod a famous mare called Feenighj.% 

Uvafor dayft witkmt food 













music feo 'give the bWcia time ]fer 
^^fe'^arta of th^recitation, 

Hitjre were ^ree chief measures in music in use smon^4\%^ 
^ioeta— ‘^the Sorrowful/’ or the chant for the dead ; ‘‘ the DeJi^hlH 
fejfol/^ reserved for dances and festivities ; and “ the 
^pSeVoted'*' entirely to love sonnete and the plaintive 
^^^lyricat expression. But the Hoss-CatJiaj or ' hat tie-hymn, 

^ y the great war-son^ to a\ liich the warriors marched t(T bdttle/'^^j® 
Jr,'/xvhich inspired them with the heroic madne-Vs that braved de8^| 
for victory, i 

iph' ' Everyttdng connected with the hards is interesting. TfA;/ 
hy-'Were so gifted, so learned, and so beaut ifuL Bor even gerviot^-i 
.’"'v, was not coiisidensi enough, Avithont heautv, to warrant a-youn^J 
\ vAu being enrolled in tlie ranks of the poets. A noble, 8tafoJi§; 

pi^sence was iiell.-^pensalile, and the poet was reijiiired not only 
" ■, 06 gifted, but to be han<i^oiiie. Thou be was promoted thrdugil^o 
^ . «ill the grades until he reacln'd the last and higb<\st. called 
,, Wisdom of liie Goi^s,’’ hut the knoA\leilge then acoiured by 
initiated was kept sacred from the crowd, and the adept sword 
.■r the sun, the stars, and the hosts of heaven iu'mt to reveal 
m^teries acquired by his initiation, to the jirofane. 

/ The high-tvirn mardeii'^ amongst (he noble families were 
trained by the Druids in poetry and music, and in the exercise' 
tliP chase, such as archery and throwing the lanci', to give 
bodies health, Mgour and beaut \, while those endowed 
peculiar intellect were admitted into the bardic orders^ 

* bectune the piieste.^s, prophetess, or poetees of the tribe 

iiLspirei] men by her eloquence un(j hud pcover bv her incantaliojom 
over the deep inystiuiirs of hb*. Such avus Eodain, the 
‘ , poetess of Krin, the guide and inspirer of Eugene, the king of-jfcffl® 
South, the prophetess of her nation, who saved liim and hls^jfiij^?^ 
y.' dom from ruin by her Avisthun, and redeemed him by her 
g,’ from his dissolute and evil life. * 5^' 


W- THE ANCIENT RACE. 

r'h 

rl’f^JpTTT thousands of years ago, long liefore kings, bards, and Di^i 
’tPf'itb all their learning and compnrativt^ civilization, flourist^ 
Iri^aiKi, and before the traditions of a beautiful fairy. 

“^pght from the far Ek# by a people accustomed to 

"“U*6 splendour, aij ancient race eiiated jAft” 
loins, primitive ^ve of Jiamau^e that kp 
Ovett A)I , thee 









h.:^M 


_ 'r0mmmm,- 

Was-’<iftned' 'uppn to faofd %n 

l^mSits titw were in such complete presen’ftTic>ii;’tKft^^p| 
ftraph was made of a person clad In this antiijue sui^ wlfjt 
exception of the shoes, wliich wore too small for an adult 
aay, and a drawing from this photograph is orte of (ho b^t 
most beautifully executed illustrations of the Museum 


costume of this ancient Irish gentleman is exceedingly 
^^l^j'pictnresque, emisisting of trews of a plaid pattern, made 
above, like Turkisli trousers, hut fitting close l-o the leg and 
over them was a tunic of soft cloth, most elaborately gored'^ai^ 


gus.selted, si: 


ytion in the tailoring art, Tbeeld^ 


4rW >' tunic, which extends to the knee, is set- on full, 

measures eight ft'ct in circumference at the hf^ttom. The sleeV^'j 
" 8^*^ tight, and o]»cn to the olhow, like an Albanian jaiiket ; 
y over all was tlirown tin' immemorial Irish mantle, so invariably 
worn, so iiidbpensuhle a portion of Irish coslume that it posad^ 
i^W ^ pixtverb among onr iit'ighhoiirs, the M'ebh, ^‘like an Irieh-^ 
man for tlie (^loak.” ^ 

* This gnicefiil garment, as found upon the hero of the bo|f, 
now visible 111 onr Mu^tuim, is compostHl of luown, aoft"Ck)|lfo 
' Dnide straight on tie* iip])er edge, which is nine feet long, but 
\fi{ ' nearly into iho sHgimait of a ciri'le on the' lower. The forjiiJ 
' resembles closely that wcuui by the (hihihriau peasant at this dayi-i' 
01’ These el^ak^ uere often (»f great value: kings were paidtribufedfe 
them. TIu'V were made of various enlour.^, each colour being^J 
symbol to denote the rank of the wearer. The number of coldui^ 
tf;r0J ftk'^o in a dress had a signitiiaiur value, and was regulat+M] by 

.Thus, one colour only was alloweil to slaves; two for soldi^T; 
j-vf-j >;)(( ' three for goixlly herot's, or young lords ; six for the learned mouTr 
V'* five for a poetess! and .seven was the regal mmilier for kings anfe 
queens, ' 

dn the “ Rook of Rights,” the earliest accessible authority on tl^;. 
S|^‘.A^iubject of costume ])rior to thoXormaii Invasion, we read of 

various cokairs presented iti tribute to the king.s — cloak^^dfi 
purple, red cloaks, green, white, black: in fact, ekiaksof allcolobj^ 
mentioned as h<»rd(‘red with gold. The tunic ia 
^fe,'^^descnbed freqimntlv, witli gokhm honh'rs— with gold ornitiindujy 
with golden hmii'^.” .Vnothf'r f(jrm of cloak wa.s fashiouetfi"XVij|6| 
e the Arab bopoiis, and was bordertsi with 

rtume seems, in fact, to have been half-OrieBtft|^^^ 
ike the compound race that peophyl the 
the same us the Clermanic hraccre ; xvhiltitb® 
md the mantle Easterfe; as well as 
which is identical in form 


ewk Trj^h cosfume; Tn 'fh&fi^eail 
^cuwheuiii et J onipeii/ th<?re is a Ijaltle scene,' ^ 

fti/v of .i, i.\. ... 11 



wicir: jj a ijauAd frpm ;^^ 

UC af. rompeiii in \v]iicK tlie arms and dress df the cdnihataYif^a^S 
identical with those of ancient Ireland. ^ The;f|^ 
^^sned wear ti^lit -fitting'' trousers, close tunics, several 
hwi are nlaided, and cloaks with tlie liood coming' overtlM hea^^^ll^^T 
ly like the Irish cochall. dlie (duel hgures wear 

and hracelots on the wrists, and the hood ivS re*- 
-^ned in its place 1^- a narrow frontlet, apparently of gold. The" 
?®fours^of the gamnnits an* also peculiarly Irish. In sorne^ the 
coak IS yellow: tlu‘ mantle, duik rt‘d; an^l the tunic, purploft/’ 

'TIiej^'5 


mantle, uuik ivd; an^ the tunic, purph 
whitt* ; the latter spangled with triple stars or gold 

S efisely after the fashion figured m the ‘Hu.k of Kells.’ Th^ 
ariot Im 'which the nrincinal titrurt* sOoul- roviontUAu qatoa 


iu. 'which the ]irinci|)al figure stand.'* resemhles some figured 
'^t‘s, and the eliariote'U' wears a pointeii 


pointeii _ 

1 wear beardjS, and . 


jj 'OUr ancimit crosst 

ftrriic, and tartan \est. All the \an<juisli 
hoods eiutdop their chins.” ; 

ancient costume has especial interest for th6.\i^-.t- 
^ke (Milture, cuih/atiou, and confuierciai relations 
•^people can he readily doduced from u , and in tlie numerous and 
^^inous illustrations (it tln^ catalogue, taken from anciimt record&„i,' '^*V; 

mainiscripls, ami the aiici(nit clo^se^ and sepulchral v 'kkV't 
b;;nionuments of the country, everything has laam brought together'Ah 
K^that could throw light o,, tl),s ohscuie suhps't. One' most, 
illustration is a full-length [lorlrait of JJimmot^A^ 


, --.ioi, i.’* a xioi-ioii^iu pinarair or 

^^‘kiOter, taken from an illuminated copv 
^toldus lAmhretisis m the pos>e^.lon of Sir Thomms Philips, 
portrait was very prol.iahly drawn from the hfe. ^ 

Prom all that is known on the suhjf*cr,it would appear tbaf/i'r^ 
|gnpn and doth of every degree of fineness, according to the rank’ 
|OKtne wearer, were the principal imitenuls ux'd in ancient Irisll 

AO remains of silk garments haw been dmcovered; nordo' 7 3 
ge historical. records, as far as we are awao', make any mention’^', 
^^^Pk/yed in personal wear. It is remarkable also, 
P%tj1iile a traditional belief exists that linen Inus been knoWii 

^^timdimmemonulto Ireland, vet tlie Academy does not pos&ea? '4 

of anciont Inien. Ihe linen shirts worn at tlie • 7V 
of the xXorman Invasion are said to hu\e been of immenBe4''“ 
^mze^and dyed a saffron colour. But tlimv is undeniable proofi|i 
mm Hie tartan, or cloth of divers colours, ^\hlch wp are accustOm^"^' 
^yflsoeiate only with Scotland, was worn universallv in Irelftc'^ 
,,.AIlCient times. Portions of tartans are 'preserved *iu ' 
p) and ■probably eaoh grade of rank and clan possofise! 
jmtic plaid as well us a special dress. A love of ' 

? <3^j)-0urs, and a tendency to'^orgeous decoratiotiic 
iti^tinctiv^ to the JHsh.|jatu?o* ’’ A' 





iiH 






In 1^3 a cqmplet^ female 

emJntny feet; below llie surfacejjfn a bog <these ’Wi 

where she stores up and preserves berspecIraenjst^4‘/'jHWy 

fe with a care and perfection that no mortal curator, 
and i|now to be seen in the Academy^fi luu 
t consists of a boddice with a long waist^ open in frbptfSIL 
attached to a full plaited skirt ; which, like tlie Aloanian fustatj^M 
^pODSist^ of several iiarrow gored breadths, rathered into 
at top, and spreading into a broad quilling at the 
mi stitched on the inside to preserve the forlh/ '^M 

The bottom of the skirt measures twenty-two and a half 
^^^.wrcUmference, and there are ninety-two plaits, most elahoritf^^^ 
^jS'Vxftri^ged, so that the joining of each of the narrow breadths 

material is of a brown woollen clothA'^M 
M 0 ' representations exists of female costume eai'JtlM 

’ fourteenth or fifteenth centuries hut from the scnlptqro^^ 

on toinbvS, we tiiid it consisted of either a Howini 
^>^,Tei|, or of the plaitt-d skirt and tight boddice already de^h^M 
the head-dress varied according to the fashion of 
til " subject of personal decoration is perfectly illustrated imfefi^^p 
Museum; the Academy possessingotie of the largest collectloB^Sl 
^rope, beginning at the first rude effort at adornment of 
barbaric age, up to the rich golden ornaments of a later, thdfij^^^ 
^yAStiU pre-liistoric period. 

pleasant to naticnnl pride, after feeding on thegorg'eOQ# 
|v‘t Tables of our earliest annalists, to contemplate the primitive 

fastening his mantle of iinUnned deerskin with a fish^^ 

|A Adr a thorn, as we know the Germans did in the time of Tacftj, 

^ Ay^tj unhappily, antiquarian research will not allow ustodoubf^l 
of the simple sa\agenes8.of the first colonisis. But 
|g;-^nfcellect of the rude man stirred within him, he began to catre"^ 
animals he killed into articles of ornaipent aijd 
slender bones of fowls were fashioned into cloaii'rpi 
WJiecially the leg bone, where the natural enlargement at '(t„ 
^fgftsted the torra, and afforded surface for artisti(^'di^l§ 
xfom this first rude essay of the child-man can be traced tl,, „ 
^^MOasdevelopment of his ideas in decorative art, from 
^Mbonetto the casting of metal, up to the most elaborate worm 
gold,^and precious stones. Our Museum is rich-ii^i^^ 
containing more than fivo hundred specimens 
, und brooches ha\ ing been discovere<l in Ireland iu'lljl 


M “ flhukif ” is a heathenish and imported tern?, _ 
There i»%o other word known in (he iri 
bw ,V;b^ it of ghJdJk 





:'omwetit8 Qu^ up m Ireland, f 
'estlWSfeii ns exceeding half a 
'jDUre may be lying ben^‘atll ou] 
^butringa are made for railroads, ( 
^gold ornaments come to light, j 
lof massive gold brncHlets, in vah 
.beautiful a.s if just tini.^hod, was 
..moiy) recently, several antique g 
labourer wldle wocbing in a he 







jssiye conqftests. But 
Celtic race lived and ^ 
licli everywhere elee c 
nd Latin, maintained 
UQge is the gradually f 
e conquests of Engliim 
ufficentg^trcngi h in Irel 
-t exists still ana^ngst u 
sands of years ago tlie 
tave it the name it now 
?ists of Eqrope turn tl; 
■eat museum of the C< 
rich, anxiously studie^s 
pare them with the Sw 
emands the long-deferi 
itli an ardour that put 
comparative philology ' 
its of our Museum, ilh 
rned of^Europe in a con 
s crude, imperfect not] 
■ish antiquities. Eor i 
d ay ence, asserted in c 
.1 the ancient bronze a 
iinportt'il from Etruria 
i never have produced t 
mst varied, most higl 
xisting is to be found 
iimens of the moulds 







"«,]> ,„„l colleg,.,,; and nunKTn„»,*^xarapfe| 
re -.till nx-i^ting 111 r.iiitin.nlal Librailafl 
'I'ercd of t],e nationaif 
nprohoiisivo illiisiralion of this subaf 


„ , ^ (£e tendency .to espress^de w b Wyinbof 

:;;;^V .ancient ilia, mnaiodmaiiu^cn ' ’ 

'-“S 

:u:y‘: ‘ ^ Ir^li work are 

. ■ where they art^ helh as amono-.^t tjj,. 

h. >h..UeaaSuros. For a full and rnni|m*lHais,v,‘ il 

'Iri^hMaiinsmnfs Tl ' , '»” Anjrlo-Saxon imM 

,j«»;dClo,4:,;;;';;;: 

O' •■ and del onto ore tlio lino. '"‘4mf>ii H pfo,^ JO minute 

■aP'- fW, , " '’'"iriiitiienfiitii.n to le reiiresonfpd ^ 

.>...fwt.fora,..o„raoyof,nfo,niat.o„ and nolmess of .1 a traS ^ 

- v^ie Hurp.!^ atiuliinp ™ -F®' 

. ;■ .tajoip,,. >1,, ,„ . i::;;4 :4;::4 .wss^ 

, .e '‘;;w.s on the onp.n and developLnt of It e“aS' 

I'i.;; m during the fir.t thousand years of till (dtriMian era 

i. rr4' '“• 

I’ornpeii-boautiful aa’are the 

P'lS^ ^ ^ T-V"’,"'®'’ F'-om "■'"‘M-. then, did tLaT 

I'stoe^nowledged founders of Celtic art in Europe, da; ‘ ^ 

the origin of the liound Towera, still awaltJ 
©inittcfivel a long way, even to the far feast, lefo^r 
.M, Of the ancient Hindoo' tempJea ' 
fcthe typical idea that wn?, thfo ' 
ctw. Krtwfij^ri &a ixicotitepfyeif*'^ 

,Y 'v" .T(t> . diixt V 1(3 1 



(totion, by Mr. Weiitwood's leurping^' iaDOuri;Md.'t« 

f ®'''' almost eSfeiB 

indetxi scarcely existed in other t^te of?'? 

af art had been originated, cultivated, and brought 

1”'''^^'!°® ‘0 Ifokiid absolutely distincfe'v ■Ji- 
ll, that of any other part of the civilized world; and which 'ikf^ 
ig carri^ abroad by Irisli and Saxou missionaries waa'adtjpted'?’?^; 
dnnktM in the schools of Ifharlemagne, and in all the ^her''?!il^!v 
,.Wtiftei“ ' ““«sf.;^,e., founded by them upon t-bel:|| 

|y|a the middle of the ninth tentury the influenco of the' artists - ' I''* 
P>'«<im'tinii« of England, and in con,, i 
"1”“ ‘^'71''",’“ e'''""aunications of bjarnod inenf7c'1|7 
V""';'. floral decon(^o>' 0 '-fe 


'''-b™' fo 'w adopted, floral deconte* ' w'* 
I*vzantino style. With 

Wme the Irish ornainentation was conibiticl, priiicipallv in the7 
||amework of th,;. design. Then it grailualh’ disaptell 
^«#t? soli l ‘'''P'®’'-'*’ Pranco-.'iuxon and Teutonic 

^,^7°'’ “®."‘’'7!P^ executed in the Lindisfarne or Irish 
iu for several eeiitnrics longer in use 

l^hipd, though the ornamental details exhibit little of the eiSg 
*r'‘ ■ '' P'''’‘'"otioiis. With reference to these,- ■Sfeb’li 
Di^by olbserves that, in delicacy of liandlino* 


•>» '■-'M'Sl 

^B-peciiliarilies which characterize true Celtic art, whether inf'fh^l 

flpmetal woric, or manusm-ipt illiiuiiimtion, consist in the ex- 

'-‘''^'’‘'‘■.‘‘*'0“'’ of intricate ornnraental datailgtr-i':^^ 
7i‘''‘' '' ^'‘^‘”f^'■bmed riband.s, and the entwiundVtl 
"fber aiimiiil forms, so familiar tothestudentsof otir.'iM 
40hal art treasures in the museum of the Roval Irish Acadsmr^li 
forma are tuvanably foimd in all Irish decoratiom Th^ » 
Tigers and orflamenlations of the ancient manuscripts arar 
Cfr- 7 , ® .l?‘Fotio stone crosses and the more delicit^ 

“nd fropi this idenW 
^^ptation the age can be determined of .all art inoijuhiniJti 
Bwas, and objects readily climfied as Cotempdraaeous.,'!.'”™ 
iVTitu wonderful fid elityj^o their pefluliaifar' " 

yews; and wlMbiTt^:, 3 l 














^'■*«*' l^njitfir AD^ the skill <sl®P 
aff ^ hmfru f^^'Engkhd, and frL thence fo 

Mnent , and Irish scnbea were employed to make coriies of Ihe 

fev °' ‘ '*'t"i "’■^ of iHuminatioD in tile E3glish‘’*^Mi: 

fet ““ ‘''O 0..-1 of the uinlh cen^u^- 

Irtji were a n„weM„ Europe from (heir learning and piety- ' 
jnt in (rreek as well as I,ati„, and the great teacher/ of ii 
gpstic theology to the Christian world. The (rospels o£ ■ j-'f-i; 

\ ^ ^ ■' ^ J'>ntLsh ^Jll^elnu,” form a niost 

ad® tl e ,r "ffM '." f'”' “‘"■'•oediiig artiste, , 

S^£h cebtVrv * "'eo|nol the ( hispels at Copeiiliageu of the’- ‘.'«,t! 

cefituyi supposed to hare l.ecii hroiight to Denmark by . ' i- 

^g Canute, the figure of St, Matthew .4afed, rrlnle another .''--Ms 
i"*' 1 7“*“'"’ '■' ''"I'"-'! fr'"'! the Go.spels of Lindis- c'-.y'J 
ri“ 'i "' '''Utk tentiiiv .style. Tlie GosMla'^i'D^ 

'•''’'■‘“■'■•are ip the hrish .stylerf ‘ 

1. century, and are rery notieeahh- a,s.*ari,i.r„;'v ; 

^'-‘^h^nld aii'i ancient llritish.the latter 

r^6 Oldest .yenrueu ot tlie aueieiit Hritish la„eua„e now m 

■Sk si ft, ::“'’'r"'" 

feof St. Eiiiuii^r^:':;.;;;!:';!;;:!: IS'-p 

tlie Archbi.sjiops pnlact^ at I.aml.Mfl. \ o .J.V^r 


Wm m tlm A A MHuiiDsr ana most Ijeautifnl known, 

1 sVuhbis]io|)s palac^ at J^amlinth. As Saxon art 
and li.snniie iiiHueiieed by Homan models, flm Iiu,sE>i|;® 
t^'were ehieriy e,n,doyed whererer elegance, haruly 

^^di/’trV'''r'""' ‘ "f f'’"''!' "cro particularly requisite. 

i#,lD the borders au.l mu ml letters. 'J'hi s, the ISdterhr St 
|,gu.stine, said to he from Home, and which’ 'embl n tyb' M 

^ manuscript Iirg.l „f ,he ti„|, eenturv, iu the kh, icanb 

^eat maims, nnt.s wer.^ generally ronfmed to Iriali bands A v'AiC 

|gwi.o, sGps 1 

WKtrue''lr'“/^ f ' iT'"’ suited 

^ ornamentation, wliicli Mr 

»^.>^b.<adeautifalinibsplace,a peSn 

kSe for xi hick it was employed/’ ^ ^ 

Ireland; accomp^u^^ 



to the 

tots M such importance tlmt ttoeee qu^ 
h^ei from them are given by Dr. Ferdinand 

:li Society’s Transactions. An lutereahng relic of 
is ^ao preseiTed m the ^atheilral of WurUhurg^* 
fe^lie Gospels of St. Kilian, martyred m m, and which W 
fe’itsiDed with his blood on openinff his tomb about titty 
K'.' Thus, the Irish can he trucked, as it wt'Ve, across 
^heir illuminated foot, steps. They Wi-re eiiipliatically the 
©^God,tbeligbt-Ulirers through the dsA age?. 
fehe faithful guardians and preservers of God s sacred 
^^tiundred years before Alfred came to Ireland 1o he eduwt^^ 
.-'went back to civilize id.s native country by the ''“f'vledge h|r 
ff ' acquired there, tl.e' Cliri.stian schools of l.ermany. iih^M 
S'-.-^ection of Irishmen, had been founded by Charlemagne, 


^\i'monasterie.s, andtilluminatiitg by their lo"''"’?/''® 


^t^'monasieriea, -r -- - c f 

Furopean history. One of the great treasiiiavs of 
iiif' Library of Tans is a beautiful Irish copy of the Latin 
“t'-'Vrhe College of St. Isidore, at Home, possesso.s many Irish iam 
‘ scripts— one of them is a TBalter, folio written tli^gW^ 
e.' inletlrs a quarter of an inch long, and wlueh is ‘■ 0 Mide^| 
the finest of the later works of tlie Insli .school. The celehy 
fe' ‘Golden Gospels of .Stockholm are of Hiheriio-SaxoB art.| 
y^'>' ninth century. This hook has a singular hipiry. It 
riit'’1f0ni England, and di,Happenred for ages, hut hnaliy p8^gaa|ra 
fe’'8t Mantua in the .seienteontli century, lyid purcha.sed fOM|* 
&‘iHiyal Library at Stockholm. St. I'elersprg also ^s^ 
W' highly illuminated copy of the Gosneds, which 
»-Fmice at the time of the great Itevolution, and found it« 

far North. It is a perfect and beautiful specimten of the ^ 
PP'rfvk of the eiirht centurv', and the initial letters can effl 
B’SparLl to thL of the fkiok of Kells. AlHheae IniQ 
Go.spcls are, without exception, copies of St, Jero^^ 
^^IfoiOn. No Irish tran.slatioii of the Gospels has ever 


^lOn, No Irisli translation of the Oospela has ever WJ 
^^ming W'os evidently considered a sacrerl thing, 

'imh priesthoed, but not neceasary for the masses ; yet ® 
'i&iiiM that while the learned and pious Irish saint* anj]r|iiU 
Sj^were devoting their lives to multiplying copie*'^ 


i^/Were aevoun^ umir - 

tafil^fpr-other nations, end disseminating tUei^ 

^Srer thought of giving the people of 
^M-.<3oa' to read in tbeit own dative tong| ^.jj^^ 
eon the copttniy, ■*ifh thw.fcffiSI 






and ' Vienna, xvlifi^ 'pdHj; tU' 

£ feutocieaS® S 

|(blial^wever differs from all other capitals, past of nfese3 
l^^ise-that by it, histnrv rve trace, not the proS of th»f 

L of a large porti,!.’: Zhf^Z!!"" 

Wtnfth is, tli%t tlidu^rli our chief citv of Ireland ba^ 
onpal existence old,, tlian C'hriMianity, vet this fair 
f our anfiiiif mother. .Prohi 

Ration of ft foroign f,„lre.ss within tlie hingdom; and it#' .' 
try Ua.s no other emblii/onmeut beyond that of unceasinir hose^ 
till' native ract‘. * ” ^ :■ 

'"r thoucrb of Irish 


I'-'u.rrb of Irish birth, 

“The citizeiis/’ai;^'^:'^::?;^ 


k'wLT T] J’^oKiit-h, thoiurh of Irish birth 

|,^Otingehe 1, hu\d truni time to time sfi rrallnl tiie Irish' fhn^ ■’ --w 
he chiM’ l‘" 'oid^ggedhlaekstanStB 

-'f-^p’Win'was mm 

,..yuatsiie,l tor li.llino an In, slim, m, nor w.-re Iri.shmen admitted fA •■ S5w 
^hI«o*r'"I'r” eoiie.Tued the irovernment either ot''Sf4^' 

tif! T t “■ h>‘"‘V;‘ ""■ ^ the Arehb shop?'?* 

'fclUl r - <oT-'-0t.ons,were all and «lS» 

I* ‘ " ^'-'be of tliHirfrateruitvY^^^ 

sCftedfl ‘ ‘ "1 >1? "'0 English colonv of India vS 

^ aiicmnt tn-han princes, fj-iht's, and iiponlo so thfv‘^‘'%yp 

^J)]e to _be criislit‘d, ruined, iierspcute.l, tornmrited. 


-ip-v.finEs, uy me rm^fiisii colonv of Indk 

^ aiicmnt tn-han princes, fj-iht's, and iiponlo so thfv‘^‘'%yp 

■ r I'orseemml, tormented, extirpate*'-#® 

L^)nfes,sHd, retorted the hatrel^ 

iSsar “"h:;:. - "'» ••-•AS 


m . vei *01 XU tlf dJJLd. 

of « coiintrv and it.s capital, it Is evM^ 


M iop* i, .,,ii.,x;iir„ = iZZs 

^hile m all the dark tragedi^ of »our Vl ^ 
md influence predominate. Dublin h conli 



m 


m 


rf^.4*C4t8*h«|«8e,-tfi6 ettttMS.-of theitiono 

^W <#P9*tned with tlie defeats of' their fith^ 

jtatue of an illustrious Irishman until rgoa 
|p«W the Irish Mpjtal, No mpuument exists to whieii fl 
younp Irish cliildren can be. directed, while their n 
^stttSem, liiis was to the glory of your oountrvinett.'''.'; 



.V It t r couutrv] 

J)iiblin borrowed from lier grmt Norman c< 
it^away. Her nobility are remembered 4nlv as 
M^Mtion of thek palaces; the unxyt beautiful (if all uw as™* 
^tan buildings tfit, reminds us that there the last remi^S 

SIS sold; the stately Cuatom-houe^B 

h “f no.trnde ; (l,e regal mle of Dublin Castle, thaOilffl 
1,^®^ foroigh hands to " curb and awe the citv,” 

'0 awaken the. inetnorieaatf Thl^ 
of this century There m that obscure housT^:^™ 
Visions rise of a ghastly mght-.scene, where the 

^ Geraldine was stiu^^.^luig vainly in death-3 
Y through the same 

Gluireh YOU can trie the epofc^S 
gallows was erected for liohert iMumet. Jlefore that, 
pile two^yomig brothers, handsome, educated, tind' 
and many a fair }oung form after tliem, expiated bv 
il asnirations for TrL'U ' t A .1 


" “yi-CV «go,.men, entrusted with the italfiM 

MHVt the anomalous relation b°etween our country and iff 

'' f font t ho anteceiftnta of both, Duhlih™ 
Mfefther built by the Irish nor peophsl by the Irisli ; it is' 4 ^ 
BMfflWiaD settl^piont m the midst of a southern nation. Lohk 
tlie Norman invasion two racea existed iu Ireland, Sj 
the lipes of migration' by which eaclf had rea&^ 
a^g have rolled, away since Scythian and Si)^ 
this distant land, yet the elemental distinolMSi 

^ n P™* ‘''*0 
tadnabty. Other nations, like the Nnglish, huy^S^ 

CdBquerors, and progression and a higher ci AfflS 
g the result, Roman, Saxon, .Dana, and Nori^S 
on the Primitive Briton ; and fisSi™ 

. V N?man .pride has 
•isffilitoi^ieland-nauo^that rules Ihetyoitti^OT^™ 
Alpienfjyffl 




3-^ t a u ■ ■ of a nuiriitji faafioi 

kx ^i’ ^ tiMvidettce of OHS, they passed the 'iJo’ 
^Jsntic, cototed tlie sfiores of the vine-clad Figtife'l 
“• 

“''y ^“'■e elapse'l 'luring- the slow p^l 
S«t) Of these mantmie colonies, wlio have left their X 
.llwv Stamped on tlie eartli’s surface, frotn Ionia to thaT 

the people of God, before ll 

tew country into a human luibitation. They 
I*® y,v,,® f®’’®®*"- ''’'''■l''-'l;li;‘ niiiies, built eliiinibers for the d4d,'tif^ 
^ manner of their kinilrwl left iu 'J'vre and (iii-eeee. wrdui^^ 
liy'f'y 3' snch as the heroes of JIara®J 

T'”’' tlio long-haired Persians; ihev raised altars jUi 
iltiy*'- still standing amongst us, mvsterinus and eteUP 
aymlwle of a suni.le primitive creed; they had hards, priests 

1 Jress of Nineveh, and® 

whose ritual was prayer and Haerihce. 

tssi's "ho retimiried stiifioimn, built cities, 

■ temples, still a world’s wonder, and arts flourished amnngst tll™i 


„rempies still a worhl s wonder, and arts flourished amoDgsUSSi 
,.-jmpos.^bh)tothe nomads of ii„. plains, or the wanderers%y'CT 
l(^n islands; but the destiny -jf dispersion was still on the riS 
^ fromlhe.se ct-nlrai points of eivilmtion, tribes and famU^ 
astantly went forth to achieve nlw conquests over 
tfiin^ earth, 

Whatever wisrlom the early island colonizers had brouglit wl^ 
ihfem, would have died out for want of nourishment, had ' iffl 
nese newtnbu#, from couutrie.s where civilizafion had 
«pvslop^_and pennanenf, e.onptaiitly given fresh impulses to’^^ 
5^. ^ W ith stronger and more powerful arts and arms. thelM 
gamed dominion over their weaker predectjft^'A* 
y^mmerce, laws, arts, and learning, thuv organiz^Tfiim^l^ 
JB^Wteops, enlightening while thav subjugated, y* 

Canaan gave tfio second great 
. ® wp^tward, Irish tr^i 

Prewrvsd the pame^ottna 
whoilwdeiy'^ 






















*||'';,-;^tm/?rciENT_GAi 


m _ ■;,?:■ ■ -5" ■ Wmu 

P8C iMhei'f and they- were the firat wj¥) tTod the soil 
iiiOi'e their poets aud bards recovered the lost name 
^^. 5 ipe sacred LA.O., and the primal letters their forefather^ 
lOwD, called tin* ten si^ns. And ever since they havt pos-' 
religion and literature,. tlieugh the bards kept the afyns 
'^11 learning might be limited" to'^ 

'he paramount monarrl, of tlie Cimhri uati.m rolpimd at Lon- 
^ a stalf* i% ])()Hirv and pt'uee long continued, till the 
l^n-A lens appear,.,! o„ y,4u- caisfa. The ancient Cimbri rt 
-^ted into \\ ales, wlieiv tTuo'Wiave ever ,^nce remained. The 

iXhT/' i" ‘ '"^'''''"’""'V''" until, in 

ipr turn, tln^^ amti' cnngueivil liv tin* Damss. 

Ttf ut“4’‘V'‘ nV’'''""!* "';V *1"“ ialMd 

r™tl Ai '■ ? -'f Kiwop.'an dmiaatieg sb,» '■ 

Tfittood hor indcpciahmco, I'rom tlio Milesian to the Norman 
■DO ooliquwvir had trod li,-r soil.* ■ sxoiraan, . 

Mepwliilo Eii.rlan,!, nei,..r yot auccc.a.sfullj- resisted an 
nrading enemy, pa-srsl under many a for,»lt;„ voke. For five 
hundred yeiirs the Homan- h.dd l„.,- as a prommv'to supply their 

"f ‘I'e natives.' 

forth tlu; 1, liter Miea-m, tliaf ■' the p,od of |ii,s country was 
the only cause m whieli a Ihiton had fm-rrut to dh> ’’ 

^ The acquisition „f h-obrnd was eas.-rlywyeted by tl„, impi^al ' 

^0, but thoiikdi Aprirohi hoaso-d he would courier it with, a- -- 
Single legion and even w,ait -o far (owards (he completion of bis. 

dj^ “ ‘ ''-.lie,, vdi, his troopa,'- 

BO Komaii soldier ei . r s,.t fo„( on Jrisli sod. 

t Rome liml enough of work on hand jiM then, for Alaric 
Go* 13 at her gat..s, ati,l Attila, the scourge of l.loj, is ravagingk t'.- 

E^'rfi ‘"il".'''"'! mother of Colonies qau nlad 

%fir hold her own or aid h,.r eliilJreii; England is ubniidoned to 

d 7 '‘.f >be Scvtliiaii from the,' 

I^hjtlie bti.xoii from (he east, iiss.uilr, and desolate, and despoil ' u?': 

yffib &ytliiaii I’lefs pour down on lier citie.s '' killing biiriiimt ’ tfeli 

^ cruelty, carry, harry, and make 'aS? 

^■''■0 meolent enemies, the 

■■ garments rent, g&f 

y "“>g f hat “Mt mournful appeal 

Consul : the groans of tho^ 
r ‘he sea drives 

■fthS'.'Sry 1™“ •' IS 


' 'vA 
AAA , 

'.A 'i; A 



morOrW^ji 













a ' hurricane over tills cay® 
respect e<i neither G od nor man. ‘ m tjlrS 
^s'aftor their arrival in Ireland were thef cohvorte^td tho,^! 
an faith. They pillaped towns, Inirned cfuircbeSj^ 

^nnts of tlie past wliich no future can restore^ pliuid^re$'Ss5 
5^3' of all that learning, sanctity and civilizationmad 
j jdf the ^cred, the costly, and the beautiful, and gave. t 
tmotliing in return but lessons of their own barbarous 
S iVwas w'e lieu# lioiv Irish mothers gave their infants food 
pbint 5f their father s s\A^ml, and at the baptism left ^be rfg6t\ 

^3 nf■ their babes unchri^tened that they flight strike the 
jntle&sly. The Syrian and the Scythian, the children of 

lip*'! fit ia^'t in tills ultima thule of Eur'ppdijJVr^^^ 
three thousand year^ divergence; and even then, th6ttgh'%^® 
jT^ met wSth fierce animosity and iiiextii^'^iiishable hatred, yettTv 
in^rings of a far-iatl ancient identity in the language, ' 
traditions, and the su])t‘T'-iitioiis of I'acb, could still be traced 
dlC^e child rcn of flic oTit* itimhiv 


e su])*'!*-! itioiis 


«yto0 children of the on** uiujlity father. • I 

y-CJjeat consternation must have been in* Ireland when 

spread that a tieet of sixtv strange sail was in tlie,BoynQj^'ii^Jp 
■^dthnt anotheFof equal number was sailing up the Liffey. 
mreigners leaped from tli^ir ships to conquest. Daring 

they saclod, burnt'd, pillagjed, murdered; put a captiyez-feS?^ 
death in his own gyves at their sliipsD drove the 
Mofo 'them from the ocean to the Shannon; till, with' 

Ifit.and gathercal force, the confe<lerate kiiims of Irelfind 


l?it,and gathercal force, the confe<lerate kings of Ireland , 

'urn drove back the vliite foroiguers from the Shannon to 
,11. But they had gained n footing, an<I inroads, with plundm^M® 
.'devastation, never ceased from that time till the whole easter^^^^ 
-bdl^er of Ireland wuis their own. There they establifih^jdy’ 
selv^'^for four^ centuries, holding their first cc)nqueat5, 
pysgaining more, until they were tinallv expelled by' 

these red-haired pirates and marauders Dublin owea 

as a cify. The Jth-Cliath of the Irish, though ,0^1* 
fame, was but an aggregate of huts by the side qf ^ 
6^/ which was crossed by^a bridge of hurdles, The kiugi^Qf 
never made it a royal residence, even, after Tara .vtak 
t^^by.St, Rodan. Their palaces were in the interior of" t|i 
^T’but no doubt exists that Ath-CUath, the Eblftna ^ 
was a well-known port, the resort of merchantipen 
^^f^aftclent times. There were received the 


the Indian goM^ destined for 
mprehapdiza 









tl' ^ ^ may- be translated. Tbev l^-“ 

il77^ ^ «till standing finid 

\I7!7 ^ 7 »«mnories of eipht hundred veaii : 

are witli us to this dav, arKhmanv^ fatdtl 

“ s-ss,:;-- 

ybom descmid the Maeaulavs’ made more^lu^;^ 

‘‘^'■- 'dime kin rS:™ '“f"7'‘'^-'f ti.e.r racethan hr tho asIS 
'^Xc‘ & 1 r7 nHme<i llandal OTliinej 

. . ., on Ko mrt, anr] uflier,. ; naniiN interestinff, no doubt to rlioSa'^ 
Wko can claim them f„r tlielr amvstrv 

" ' M 


' . The Norsi^'men having- 


walled and f.rtilied DuWin, thaufftW 

1)1 )f >J 1 »i rni 1 > I » 1 , .«.Tn .^. 1 5 


' ' ?S"’ ’ ’'7“' '■'^ ' ArmaKrldadwS^S 

■ & 5 5:/‘^cf "r? "7 - A# 

'■ ' K,?H ' ^ 'f ^"nien - thus! the Ihimana woo’d their Sahin ' 

’• kC l’ 'h"'* ‘''V'^-'''''""'' "I 'I"' •I’leh annals of the shrines tf^ 

,? ’, r"-'''‘'. r''‘''“' *l>''>' plundered, the treasure tlie^l 

princes tliey crouched 

’'^■'•freshTwdHCf' f'''''"’’ '-'rF’rt'Jnitwfferoil for w® 
the conC^t e""""ir- “<•'' '^f audacious rkp}^ 

eS- 1 ■ ^ '■'"■‘■‘''J "» f''r four centuries betavneii-^ 

'ft’ “”‘1 l|'o. miifnal hatred "nver incrensinff ■ -si 

-Uanes , tlie Danes ro.si.stmi/ offnrf 


<WM the lanes ; '‘"'!'’l'' M 

ISS™iSSriSir^:g^ 







pulaged in return. Once the t)anea weredrim. 

the city, and forced to tfl^e refuge upon v-®^’ 
■if' f- sea rock, aince made memorable by; 

igic liwtory. Malachy, King of Meath, besieged Dublin,-' \vii 
|hree days and three nii^lit^, Imrurd the fortres.?,. and carried V 
ft alJiision in Moore’s song to o . i,. 

Je (.ollar of Gold winch he won from the proud invader.’’ ' " ^ 

ytlie most terrible defeat the Danes t‘ver sustained waa afcv' ^’'' 
.-arf, TV hen ten uiousand meo m coat'^ of mail were opposed 

Kdi" Drian ; lint ‘‘the^itoi thou, ''and in armour wsBre cut ' ^ 

^1n i|eces, and three thousand wairiors .s]ain*lj.'sides ” Even the'.*"' 

^i’be grandchild of-' ' 

iirian, a Toiith of tiftfa-n, wa^ foiiial dead with his hand fast - "' 

^ Dane's head, whom tl^e child had dragged ^ . 

iipr'T'twl, tliongh nftfrthia " - '' 

|..(tef«it f hey gTi'w Iiioiv limnl,].., wifliin their city of Diihlin, ' 

iHid tripiU t,i t)|p liiiiee of J.oiii^ter, (isil to tile paramount ; 
tR^iflOBQrcfi nt Irehiml. .; ' 

g'-, tip to this p.,rlo,i therefore, l^e e,.e that the Iri,?h rape had uo^ .' ’' 
Vektione np «hate\er witl, il,.,,,- ,,,^,,,1 ,,tv; they never saw" - ,o 
.,jtl6 ipstde of tleeir im.-tropolis lujho,; flo'y were earried there as ■ 
^^jlfwouers, m-that tliey .-ntgr.-d with tire and .sword ; and, straneer-'V.ife: 

durihg tho'Diaiiy yelltnvies ,,r (I,,, existeiirt of Ihiblin as a , 
-■p^VOUfOtlu'pri'.H'iit tinie.tlie Irish race have never ruled there. ’ 
gM'^Uposaiw.sionof tlieforrr.-s,,f tlieireiipital. .. .'0 

jnde-inent upon the Danes was approaching,. ■> 'Cv' 
^ coiuo l)v frc^li liaiaK As tlc' Saxon, s in Eng- ' A -/ 

Hr®' ’"t?"' !!"■ '!"■ leiies Innl fallen before the ".'A 

^.yo.Wians. The ?\orniaiis, a Seuhian rac,' liliewise. Imt more ' ’ ■■ > 

gmirtaful, more I, rare, more ollimlions, eourlly, and polished Vw 
aii\ race that liail ),i,-ce,li,(| tlonn, ,'iiine triumphant front Ot'^t 
and Trance to iielinoe the rsiinpie.st of England, wMch ’ A'’ 
resided almost wo h, .nt a st me gle. On.e great hatl le, and then no - • iV'' 
Norman, ,,r rather tlie .Seylhian Frenchman, ' ■ ’T® 
f^ndatlie tlirone of Alfr.-l, Dam- an,l .Saxon fall helpleselv be- , .spX'. 
■ lus feet, and his tuannio.s hns rolibenes, his confiscations 0 ^- 4 ^ 

^djt^,^ubmitted to by the subjuaalcd nation without an effort 
■; ry^ance. ^ 

- - L baridful of Norman nobles seized upon the lands, the 

estatcas of the kingdom, and retain them to thia’^C^^ 
i noble a race as the Norman knights 

l^mj^nfistontjai aculptor of Ireland, has illostrateddhl^' - 
grpup, in id?%a«"3 







:hen tho reu(iwn^( 
»ke, and his Noi^] 
ifihed king ; and-.' 
[a he thought tha' 

le Western ^vorld, 

»f a stivinger.” 

;7rs was sealed w 
ick Inair m the IS 
ivanagli, the host 
nieef(jrth a doom 
h'rmol, uiLfataia; 
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J ^ him gold and silvei' in ftmuft 

rhe^-ouM spare their- lives; btit, heedless of trea,ties,;'tL»,^^^ 
^ 1 Ihe Danes in tlieir own ^ortr^ia*^.? f 

9ea; and tliiis ended the Danish dyna4^^!^ 
four centuries. Never more did they own a foot of,grol^?S 
to^ughout the length or breadth of the land. An TrDh 

f^kilhbad effected their complete extinothlfM] 

« A'' Aingdom of lA'inster was regained for Derinot, and 

, hiS allies placed a garrisomin Dublin. This ^v^ls the last triap^v-l 
y w " ancient race. Tlie kingdom v#is lu.Mt even at the 

regained. ^That handful of Scythian warriors, scarcelfife: 
amid Dermot's great Irisli army, are destined to place tbr-'i 
.. jroke unon the neck of ancient Ireland.' ; ^ 

. ^ Tim hra;e Roderick gathered together another army, aTid. 

/eV » thousand men, -laid siege to Dublin, t)’Kourke of Breftot 
“j/y\ ‘ ^^dmg Inra, They were rt'pnlsed. O Roiirke was taken prisoiieiet^' 
V and hanged wdth his head downwards, then beheaded and fbdrtl^ 
» head stuck onn^ne of the centre gates of tlu; castle, a spect^gfei^j 
intense pity to the Irish;” and Roderick retired into 
Vo;.e'- naught to recruit nv^re forcvs. 

... Tliere is something heroic and ''Clf-shn'oted in the efforts 

for eighteen years, were made by Rodt'rick against the Normfnj'i''^j 
letirued, j(5st, and ei)lj(r]it(>f,,,,| tx^jond his 
' mODe of all the Iridi princes ^eaw' rlie liindiil 'tendency of 
Norman inroad. All the re(‘ords of his reign prove that 

powo'rful monarch. Jle had a fleet on the Shannojfe^l 
\ whicli fuid ne\er been .-moi before.- He ])ui)t a WvJf S; 

t;'. "'^^idence in t onnaueht. the ruins of wdncli are still existing 
former magniticence, so far heyond all structures 
'■ pfirio<l. that it was kiiowm in Ireland as tin' la'antiful house, 

chair of literature at Armagh, and left an endoyrhl'^'^^^ 
R> maintain it for the instruction of the ypiitif:'w 
' ‘Scotland, A great -woirrior, and a fimye/it 

flfst effort, when he obtained the crown, wa.s to humble the Dif *’*''*^ 
forced to pay him tribute, 'and be w«| 

® grandeur and luxury unknown 
Dermot outraged morality, lie deposed and banish^Mi 
further vsinned, and traitorously brought 
Roderick, with stern justice, avenged'the fathcrVtr 
f ‘*^11 ** Rfo* His own son, the heir of his kingdom^ ^ 

Normans, and W'fls found figliting in tfleb 

S «o^ick, l^e a eecond Brutus, unpitying, yet heroidj 
tbe^ youth wa.s brought a prisoner More hlinpr 
^bja eyed to be put out, His second 
_ theNorinans t^ i:’ 

’^^oin. Then Boderick^^rTtpindM 






OUR AROiEKl 'CAPrtA|;' ■ • 

■W’of Ireland, aeekiiif; to stir up n eptrit as heroic as tiia " J ■' 

'the hearts of his coiDitrynipn. Soon aft^rT his unworfhy'^S-; ” ' 
>fcilled in some hroil, and Kodoriek resumed the kingly 
'08; but Vv’liile'all the otli^T Irish princes t(K>k the o*atb df ' , 
td K^ing Henry, he kept aloof beypmd the Shannon, eciuaHy ' ' 

iug treachery or suhini'Moii. Ihs iasfr son, the only one.dSy ‘ 
of hirn,j^heing defeated in a laittle hy the Normans^ slew - 
113f in despair, ■' 

male line of fiis house A\a'^ now extinct ; the independence ' ^ 

yf country was tliivateiittl , Norman ptiwer was growing strong ' ' ' 

''^^fe.thi land, and his continued ethu't^ for ei;^itoen years to arouse- y,, 
Irish princes to a sen.-e of ilunr danger was' unavailing. 
'yWeafied, disgusted, leair* broken, it niav b*', lie voluntarily laid ■ 
Sj^ddwn.tli^ ,'<*eptrt' and tlu' crown, ainl reiircd to monastery of ' S- 
i"' |?ohgj’ wheri^ he became a monl\, ami tliu^, ni*peiiance and seclusion, . 

' ' pas^d ten years— the wtarry ending of a fated lifm " 

cy. . lie died there, twenty-eiglit yars after the Xormati invasion^ , ‘V'yX 
^ ' Nafter exeni]ilary ]ienaiice, \ let"] ioii,>> o\e*^- the ^torld and the ' '^1.; 
|;i^devil; and tlie clironiclers recoiil hm title upon his grave wher 9 .fgVe, 4 ^ 
ip be is laid — ■ ^ 

^ “ Iveilera li < tTiaini'i-, ’''fO' 

King all Ireliiiid, I'eth ef the Irmh and English ” 

Seven centuries; liav-* ]^a-se<l ,viii( llem, \et e\en now, which of’ 
^^lieoiild enter tlie iieautiful ruiim <1 that ancient abhey, w'andet . ,f 
^ ’through the aivlieil ulsle^s tape, ^tried hy i\y, or trr^id the lonely 
fe- silent chapel, onct^ \o('al with ])ra\er and ]trai^e, without Bad 
tliOughts of satiijiathy for the f.ite id' the l.mt inoiinich of Irelaii^y- y 
perchance gra\e thuiighl'^ liliewis^ o\n‘r the d«'stiny of a peopW yv'gp 
on tliat e]'a\e of nati\e monarehv, imlepeiideiice, and " / 
pi'tionality, haae as yet wriitmi no L’kvi [((, \m. ' » ;-_K; ; 

iV'iBxactly ten months after the Nhninaim trxtk pos■^ession of Dublin, y 
Den'Dor,^ liy wlmm a trembling s^^lwois madeof all Ireland^ h/p 
of an insufferable ami unknown disea,^e--for he became putrid . 
^/'■^*|iil^living— w'^hout a will, without penaiu'e, without the "body' -p-wry 
g.^pOhrist, without unction, as his e\il (ho'ils deser\ed.” 

^^h'^dptmediately tlie Karl of Pembroke a-siimed 'the title of Kinjfot^.'J^ 
^"^l,iginster in right of liis wmfe Va a. A^'bereupon Henry of Englfindt^^iy^of 
g^P’W alarmed at the independence of bis nobility, and hastencf'JJ,' 
iy’ to assert liis claims as lord paramount. To liis remonstranch^Pw 
'f SfknigbQw^ answered, AVbat I w'on was wdth the sword; wh'aVf^ 
ph me 1 gi\ e vou." An agi cement was then made hy ^vblcr ' 

retained Dublin, wdiile Henrv appointed what nobjfti 
|p80 over the other provinces of Leinster. ^ ^ ■ ggl ' 

i^tho 'iiret Notman monarch ^nded atnpfjj^t 

^ of OctoLBr, 1172,,jfiGresistanc^tva4<I^e^^ 











O’Bi'ieift, ^ I'he g-feat Ttichard' (terJiJutgh(^,E&a)^l6^^^ 
^|^d<iaughter of Catlial Crovtlearg,’kli^g‘'of-CoiumuOTTrb^<^^^^ 
'tlie De 'Burg’hos'a.^^^umed the title of Lord^ of Conn»ugm'!yv\^s:ti^^N 
g ’Roderick, as we have said, l^*ft uo male iesue.^ 

Om descende<l to bis daughter, who married the Norm^;J^A^V; 

, Iliigo de Lacy. Immediately De Lacy aet up a claim 
ndeiit priuce in riglit of his wife, assumed legal stat^, 
le of King o4 xMeatli, and appeared in public wdth a goldeK'i^yfh^^ 
on his liead, and earlv as twenty-jive years aft0f 
m, Joint de Courcv and the son of 4 > is l)e Lacy marchjwKV^g^^ 
t the English of Leinster and Munster, Many a romapcdi^^|i 
be woven of the destin\ and ucissitiid^s of this great 
Irkh, half Nulmtan ; independent princes hy the one side, 
subjects by the other. • ^ 

great Earrof lVml>roke lived hut a few years 
^t^piare of'Dftblin.' Tho [ri,di legends say that St, Bridget killeaTt|rb^ 
However, he an<l Eva had no male heir, #and only 
^^i^ahghter, named [.suite], after the Laris fiioth^f^ who was. 

to the reignmg king of Seethmd. _ -w;. 

This. young girl was sole heiress of Leinster and of her 
5 ||^^^^elah estates. Kichurd ( anir de Lion took her to 
^^jondon, and she hecame hi.s ward. In due time she marrifi<i^tAj| 
S^VIIliam :Mur.sliall, calh^l tpe ^-reat Karl, liereditary Earl Mareh^fllM^ 
Kit gland, and Earl of Pembroke and Leinster, in right of 
^^ife. High ill ollice and fa\oiir with the king, we read that 
^^^i^ried the sword of state before Pticbard at his coronation, and 
fAw'tPonument' of his piety, he leftPrmtern Abbey, in the 
exford, erected by him on his wife’s property. ^ 

^^^'0Abel and E.'irrMhlliiim had five son.s and live 

■^ve ftons, AVilliam, alter, Gilbert, Anselm, and 
^m^bal called no son of hers after the royal_ traitor HermotvA;^ 
^^ffi^Arandfather) inherited tlie title in aucce>sion, and alL'diedkys^^ 
^^^^Idiess. We have said there was a doom upon 

inheriPiuco was then divided between the five daughtfti^^^^ 
of whom receives! a province b m a d' iwer. Carlow, 

County, AVexford, and Kildare w^ere the five 
eldesft,, married the Earl of Norfolk, who became 


f^Sjkl^halof England an right of his wife. w ‘ ; y 

the, seotnd, married the Earl oE-Gloucesfot, aMt 
ter, Isabel also, was mother to. 
was therefore g^at-great-gj^at^raijdeonAf 
the third daughter, married 
' Pid^ughtertof. hers, naine^liEvai^ikhWl^’^l® 







family' 6f England cWm , 

t]j6 Arono. Through two lines, therefore, our 

can trace back her pedic^ree to Erft the Irisli prince^;r^’^^''^^‘l^'’ 
J'OfiD? ’"'hm portions were AVexford, married Lord 
^ jtf-brother to King Henry the Third, and the male line 
inheritance was divhled between two daughter'^, front one 
the TalLjts, Earls of Shrewsbury, inherit their 
t^’lhesf^tes, _ ^ 

Etom Sybil, the youngcQt, wlio married the Lari of Fertars 
iiL^-^,X)erl>y, descended the Ihirls of \A inch :ster, the Fords 

other noble races o She had seven daughters, wlio all marrn^^^,^‘^ 
^k{v;^hrnaan lords, so that scan’t'lv a family could he named of t^d' 
high and - ancient English iiohilitv, wliose wealth has not. 

Tpcreased by the estatc.s of Eva, the daughter of King 
^ thus it came to p.^s that l^unster fell by marriage andHp-^ .o^^ 
jheritance, not liy coiK^ncst^ into tlie possesjiion the^ great' 
^3^Korman families, who, of courso, acknowlcdgcil the King of 
^^^’England as tlu^ir sovereign ; and the English iiiornirclis assn mod. 
:?'y^vtheneefortli theititle of Lords of Trolind — a claim which they>.'^-^^ 
K 'Ufts'^rwanls enforced over the whole country. *• ^ 

The destiny of the descendants of De Lacy and King RoderieVs 
' .edaughtor waa equally remarkahlo. They had two sons, Hugh 
y -..‘Walter, who, htdore they were twenty-i^ne, tlirew off 
L ■ " aUegianee, and set up a'^ indopendent princes. To avoid the wrath, 
i" ‘ of King Jolni they tlisl to France, and took laduge in an 
where, disguise<l a.s menials^ the two }oung noblemen found 
\ ^ 'ployment in garden-(liggijig, preparing mud and brlcl^, 

similar work. Ry some chance the abbot sus])ecte<l the disgiu^^fu V T 
■/-- and hnallv detected tin* princes in the suppostal ■peasants. 

^Vf’ttged his knowdedge of their secret to obtain tlieir mmion from 
John, and Hugh Do Lacy was created Earl of Llsfer. He 
^riconly dautditer, his .sole heir. She married a Do Rurgho, 

of bis wife, becaime Earl of Ulster, and from therfi depcend^^f^ 
^itUl^llen, wife of Jhibc'rt Rnice, King of Sc-otland. It is 

the mother of lUdawt Bruce should have been desocpUifi^^^^W 


Eva, and lii.s wife from King Ihalerick's daughter, 
E^^'^anddaughter of Robert Rriice, the Prince.>s Alargery, 
liigh Steward of Scotland, ami through her the 
the crown. From thence it is easy to trace 
^ king^ioms meet in the reigning fftlpi 

Another descendant of tho Earls of Ulster (fth- 
married Lionel, Duke of Chr&nCQf^a 
iliird, whg, in the right of his 
fflpi^.tx>id:gf;Goimaught, and theee titles 







of their rights, ig Her ’kajek-y 

nOud and handsome race of Norman Irish, that elaime^*/' 
from these iiitermarrjai.o\>, wore the nobles, of 'U'hom, 

‘i^d, “Tliey were more Ink'll than tlie ' Irish themselves;^* 
isposition tfv become independent of England was conf?tantljr’'j / 
:03ted ill them. Iliey ])ul)liclv iLs'^ei'itsl tlieir riglita, ro- 




ribtll^ed the ^English drovs and" language, and adopted Irish namesg' t ,, 
f Sir Lliek Jluikn, ancr.^tnr of Loid (’lanricarde, heoaina ^ 
r Oughter (or^upiun'l. and Sir Edmond Albanagh, 

I'g'i' ,~t; I^Og^nitor of tho Eail qI Mawi, Ifecuim^ M||<A\jlliani lihglit-er (or k 
Kirhard, son of the J’nirl ()f Norfolk, and grandson of 
ykr' lip a claim to l)o indop.nid('nt KniL’ of Leinster, and was 
,;^^'8liiidhy tlie Englidi. AVe ha\e seen that Walter and Hugh IV v/ ' 
<'d' Eodin’iek, \\ert' in opentreliHllion against Kin^ 1 
g hundred }par^ fater, two ef the same race, named. ' 

. 'gN'I^v alter ' and Hugh lilies n^e, ^^l' 1 ‘e proclaimed traitor; fer tihiing 

army of Iio))crt jlruce, ^^^ln chiuned tlie crown»<,>f Ireland for ' 
his hrotiier E(h\ard, ajd tho l^^n J)e Lac\* were found dead by - 
aLyk side of EdMard Lriice ai the croat Laltl' of Diindalli, where 
the Scotch f(*rcf's were (0 l'^t]llt)^^ n. 

Once, even tlie Ll‘raldine^ and the Fitzmaiirices took prisoner ' 

. ■' .■■..the Jiistimary of Lnhlin, .is the l.ie.d-Lieuteiiant <tfkhat day was 
;^; -Cpamed. Meanwhile tln^Trisli princes of the W'e^t rotainV their - ‘ 
independence ; sometimes at fond, sonitd iines in amitv with th^^ 

, -Einglisli of tlie l^jistein cnast. \\ ,* read that “the English ofe' 't 
c 4 -Dublin ievited Hugh, Enig of (.'oiuiaiight, to a confermice, and 'ey 
gy gyl^gaii to deal treaciieroii'-ly \\ jtli him: hut \\ illuim Mareschall/' " *! 
friend, conii ng in ^\ith Ins toi'ers, r(‘'(Mied him, in des])ito of' ! 
English, from the middh* of the (.’mirt, and escorted him to 
aught. Loth races wore equall\ averse to the domination; 
Enghkh crown. The Oeraldiiies and llutlers, tli6 De 
os and ]>e Lacvs, were as- intractahle u 3 tln^ O’LonnorS of ' " 



Jnnauolit, or rim O'Neils of Tyrone ; e\en more .so. The Great ' -(L 
_^'y^Neil gufemitted t(> Elizaherh hut two hundred year.s later tliV',-/:'’’': 

'"‘'^V^onildiiies had .still to add the namo ef another martyr 
' klSyiB^rtv to the rrdl of tlmir illustrious ancestors, " ' 

Nm-mans Laight amongst themselves as fiercelkorl^ 
^ opposed to the Irmh. Tlie Earl of Ulster, a Do Burgh^':^‘"?f| 

recorded to have givem the first enterfftinmisnty^J^'l:'! 

' ' Uastle, tool: hi.s kinsman, AA niter Burke, pngoner, nU' 

starved to death in his own castle^ a tragedy Wfiij 
have been made as memoralde as that of Ugolino i£i 
1^^^ them' been a Dante in Ireland to recoj^l 
$ Vlt kifi.^mon of AA" alter Burki 


Lm V'im! 
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***^**®^ fe&V' '-f 


. for Jrel^ 'that h w 

V and ijiat her /Noman lor(^9 show 

reaj^tance to the crown. ^ Eight hiindre ^ ' 
taxons of England peaceably settled down wi, 

^ nation, with interests and objects ide^ 

^ Norman conquerors, bettor fitted, perhaps, for rulefS^lL 
'other existing in Europe, established at once A ’S&M 
gf>''ornment in England. The Kings, as indiyi^qffl 
tyrannous, but tln'Ve was a uni^?^ 
JOTose, a sense of justice, and a vig* ur of will existing 

broreht the ruled speedily un.ler the order 
|^g^^-y'^dlsCi]^line.of laws. Not a century and a half had elapsed 
the Conquest before Magna Cliarta and representation by 

secured tjie liberty of the people .against the capjnC€6 ,c4 
■ VT°^ * Nornifein temperament which united in a siudulitr 

the instincts of loyalty yith the love of freedom, baM^ 
•/^\,ty "the hereditary^^ national characteristic nf Engliehmen. * Bd^; 

Ireland neveh, at any time, comprehended the word natiohaiitti 
'4v'-' old 'it was broken up into fralpients, ruled by chw/i 

. ,4;4’«^hose principal aim was mutual destruction. There wad'’ nf 
unity, therefore no strength. ^ * •, V 

■ ; ^ Norman invasion, a king of the ra^ 

England, the Irish would graduallw- hiytfS 
y;4 . wome a natio^^ under one ruler, in place being an aggxeg^T 

,tMlxr corner-fifoQ^i® 
nobles theras<dves became but isolated chief8-“riew'pet<i'P 
rTfyN Mn^s added to the old-each for iiiras^df, none for th^'coojS^I 
irj’:?' contrary to all natural laws that the proud Irish prigo^^ 
traditions of their race going back two thousand 
should at once sqrvo with lovo and loyalty a foreign king. wK 
tliej never saw and frem whom they derived no 

it was tliat five hundred years edapsed, from Hwif. 

AViUiajn of Nassau, before Ireland was fihalf 
listed in her subordinate position to the English crown., 

the Danisli Dublin was fast ri8ing%to i^porf^ 
Norman city, the capital of the English pale. ■ ‘Wft 
cMe the Englisly laws, language, manners ancf reLigit®" 

f^plicitly adopteil; without, there was a fierce, warlike, po 

1 ^ the ancient lords of the soil, but with tliem the citi. 
bad no affinjty,* gnd the object *of the English^ 


tjie two races:^ distinct as possible. Amon™ 
U^.temd^g to obliterate any feel ibg of Hadt^^ 
&3^'the giibaMtants of the pale were 

derived from averyfliing'^hich;^fe"" ' 




smith, baker, mason ; mid 0^ to’loiirs^b^, Ijlatkil- 
<iwns, and ^eens, which irt Dublin so copicaite' 
i grand old Justonc 'names of the provinces. Det-^in 
on annihilating, the picturesque, at least in the 
^st th,e outward syndiol might be token foi; an inwardi' 
3 long #lowing hair and grac^eful mantle, after tho Irish ^ 
u'e forbidden to be w<.ni within the pale. , J 

tJie Irkh language tolerated within the English” 
1 , for iicli^^irolingsliHd give.s good reason, after thhip 
And here/* hi^ .‘^ay.s, “.some .snappish carpers will’’ 
nib me for dehaNiiig tin* Irish Ij^nguago, but my shorty 
nidetli oiil\ to thi*^ drift, that it is not expedient that' 
in^g'ue should ])e ,vo uuivorsally gagled in the English 
country is .-.ulidued, there the inhabitaitig 
same laws that thefunqueror is governeii,' 
fashion of at lire with which the victor is vested, 


' Ari;. 1 — swixoii vieior IS vesiea, 

^eak the sanm language which the victor parleth ; and i/ 
lack, douhthess the conquest limpetk.” The Eng-, 
vlw tongue, howevet/si'ein.', f.. Imv,, l«.pii uftfj- cnutempt 

'■’f I®'*'. Aft^-r the 8ubmis9laa' 

^ Aeil, the last who held the title uf king in Irelanda' 
^ exchanged f<u’ that <'f Earl of T\rone, a'^ a mark and ' 

S 'i^ allegiance to (Aioen Elizabetb, “One demanded' 

|merriJie, sa)s llolingshbd, “ why O’Neil would not frame him-' 
F Eiiglisn t' ‘ \\ hat, quoth the other in a rage,, 

.Tjlkmkest thou it standeth with O’Neil his honour to writhe liiA ’ 
imckttering English 

religion, rim English commanded tlie most impliciV 
^^^lence to the Pope, under as strict and se\ere^pena]tieH as, five': 

^ears later, they enacted against those who acknowledge^ 
^^^^autiiority. One pro\i.sion ijf the ancient oath imposed 

Iiidi was— “ You acknowledge vourseE to be^Cff'* 
Church of Ihune, now profeossed by all Christiaps/b; 
that the Irish of that era little lieedisi papal or prieetlyp 
inferred frum tlie fact that, during the wars (jf 
Eruc^, the English complained that tlieir Irish auxiliariey^ 
exhauatang than the, Scots, as tliey ate meat ali/to 
Lent; and it is recorded, that in 1133, when idle Lein$d^ 
against the English, “ they set fire to everyth 
burned tlie church of Dunleary, with 
, 0 TeD wlien the prieSt in his sacred veatmfili® 
^be Host in bis hands, tried to get out. they' dr " 
their spears and buimed him.. FonhiVthey 
by a Papal Bull, knd the country 'wa-^ puti 
despised th^se things,- antk 










.■jfljL,.;, „ ., -. r .. ■ .'t.'-iffla 

;■’// e)ier]?etic ^r^amzin^ spirit of the Nornmiis wa^ 

■ ijt^tter deeds than those we 

were established tin Dublin, a mayor aiid {K)am^^4>^iy/|- ^ 
Uietitut^, and Parliaments were convened after the 
? fifty years after the Norman settlemeitt, tW’ 

I ■ iordly pile of Dublin (ni'^fle rose upon the site ef the old DfidislP^'N 
■-'- fortress, built, indeed, to overawe the Irish, as William the Con*^ ' 
'querbr built the Tower of London to tnou-awe the English • ; 

4. ^by Norman hands, the lir.'it regal residence,, was given to oiir'^^' 
’metropolis, bit. Patricks Cathedral^ wj^s next erected bv th^-v ' '■ 
coloniste, and gradiiulj} oiir fair citv rose mto beaut v and "" 

tance through Norman wealth and Norman skill. From hence-, 
forth, the whole inteievf of Irish history ctmtres in the chi^f eitwyL ’ 
of the pale, and (In' historv of Duhlin beconie.s t® history oP.-l'b 
English rule in Ireland. For centuries its ])ositw:)n was tliAt of- a d' ' ’ 
besieged city in the mnLt of a hostile country; for centuries' It". 
resisted the wlnde i<u'e,. ot iho native raee ; and llnallv triumpli-d ' 
antlv crUHlusl, amuhilat.M], and revcngerl everv effort made ' 

IrisJi independeiK'e. . ‘ , 

In truth, Iliiblin is a ritfht ro\al city, and never fails in revoc- ’ ■ i 
ential respect towards her Fnglish mo'tlier. ■ N 

^ Many great names are asxHuated with tin* attempt to W'rite d' ^ 
history of Dnbliii. I he woi'k in all uires was laborioins; thofe*' 

- w'ere no printed booii^ to coii'ulf , and tlv(* recortls of Ireland,’^ Ay .g v' 
Hooker complains tliree hnndivd yrars auo,‘“ wtme verie slenderlievl''* " 
^rtud discirdeilie k(*pf \\ hit<djW'^ work, though it employed i d 
editors ten hours a day for t(ui veais, yet goes no farther than a " 

description of the imhlic hiiildings; hut the object of Mr, d 

_ Gill.)ert s history' is distinct from all that preciMies it, it * 

, frotn the dcsaiying streets arid houses that he disentombs ’ 

memories, great fragments of pa^t life. It is not a mere*recpt(i" dv, 
of Ionic pillars, ( orliithian eapituls, or Done pediments he gi. yean'd i 
ua, Mliitelaw li.is sup])lied whole catalogues of these; - 

.records of the human lifr, that has throbbed through the ai>ci%T'’d 
^ "f <’it_v ('eninry after century ; of tk»<;* vicissitpdea 

grfamilies, to he read in their ruined mansions; of the vast politi^IdV-'e' 
^ePts which in souim room, in some house, on some partlGU^I'^”' 
H^gbt, branded the stigmata deppfw on the country; or fiw'-y'Vl 
of great hopes cru.shtd, young blofnl slnal, Hctima ■ 

fi^^y Bacrificed, which have made some street, some house, sOiliiddt '' 
.^Jomoer, for ever sacred, - . 

KF:d>"® labours of such an undertaking are manifest ; yet 
them fully who has not known ■what 
P,oWoe^,Utonth8 buried in decaying parchments, ertdi^> 
records/ duety deeds and 

seftrghjug for aom^’link u^ ' 

itiompf ft truth* 
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■-/-; ' AifClENT 

■ " P*;-v. '•w'Hr'^--'''' ■■ '- 

uiljigifc tells us that twkio uundrsd statutes add enatt- 
of .the ABfflo-ln,sh l>arliament stiU rmain umuWiS':" 

|lhese and sucWike decayed and deoa”ng Ztitt-' ' 
records wkicli liave becunie almost hieroffh'ubics to th« 

^ age, he ha, gathered the hfe-historv of fn anci“nt d[v ' ^ 

Jas teade the stones to speak, and evoked the shadows of the ■ 

” "”1^' i"’'".'>',the production of such a worlc. 

atir-ltni hai Ml ' r"T"' ‘'"""' ““y ret; 

- ■' "‘ »'1'J tlie ancient race 

Mi;whe)i in til, or h-arts I he legends of ilic laist with the fi.lnlitv 
:«,«,* , e fervour of hards, will havi alZt >aSd Sf/ 

ith the abihlV'Tf’"' histolnan endow^'- 

irZ,f '‘'^'’■"‘7 ‘'^J't^lrv. the untiring .'1 

insh, maiL-tiuiis fa]], or racos vani'il] • ' . 

I e ^tiid i)id,st]ta>,o]iLvtli(^ |»rondost,ii()w the nUMiiiost of o.ir - 

?W ^ith hoarta as ro>i)on,sive to ' 

ftoe, lovehue.ss, upon (lie euieraM pUin,s. the wu„i,L rive^ . ' 
drapmetl 111 yuM and <0,1,1 tlu< m.nttit > 

toder-riven, half veiled hj the foam nt tl,o waterf«'li“an!rth9 ■ '' 
rnal oc^'an encirdinir all > s^oijes wlior,. r ^ .// a? ■ 

and the mounliun un,l' the ocean Sre sUl’l, ns of "irtL' mal- ' ' 
cent heritage nt beauty conferred on our nndropoli.s. ' ’ ^ 

^*:s:ZhuS‘m;d*:t ;:;h'sZ!: 

^^Ormans those great civili.ers of the westerrw.wlV thoS'Ali^-^- V- 
energetic m-ganizers, temple and tower builders it "" 

Sv of ‘he chief citv^ tf IreianJ,X|i3hff;;' 

^ WMd a''®,* ^hen-udamentalmetropolisiMS.'':/'^^' 

nebulte round a-c,entrftl 

westwaia'and southward; the ■'''■ 

- honnors on thn wesfc the O’Jfnils on 't'' ' ™ 

on. lviWiii4*£, . 


t 













batmers oa- the- castife 

«(e^en hurfdred years of its existence, no IrisKnili^ 
be5 ever held rule for a single hour. ^ \ 

tvl^t a history it has of tragedies tod ^^ndours 0ff53n^n||^ 
discrowned monarchs flit across the scene, |i.nd tragic 
jilcewise, may be recorded of many^a viceroy ! Pigrs 
IrfM^Gheutenant of King ICdward, murdered ; Itoger MortiflioS® 
The Gentle Mortimer'’ — hanged at Tyburn; the Lord/Depj^J^ 
'^' King Pichard If. murdered by the O’Brmns; wliereupo^^^^ 

icing came over to avenge his death, just a J^iear befor.o 

was 30 ruthlessly murdered at Pomfret Castle, Tw^ylcewy^ 
died of the plague ; how many' more ■were plagued to deAt|^ 
leaves ,unrec()riied ; one was l)eheaded at Dc^lie^; 
vtere beheaded on Tower Hill. Amongst the names of illustr|t^Sl 
hlry. Bublin rulers may be found thiSse of Prince John, the boY.I)e|Uc^^ 
?r y- of thirteen ; Prince Lionel, son of bdwarti III,, Wiio claimed 
- : in right of h,is "vv'tfe, and assumed the title of Clarence from haVl^^^ 

co^uero<i it from the (I'Briens, >e 

' The great Oliver Cromw'cll was the Lord-Lieutenanf cjf, 

, Parliament, and he in turn appointed his son Henry to suo 
v ' him. Dire are the memories amnecte<i witli Cromwell's ri^ 
y-"'; here, both to bis own party and to irMund. 1 reton died 
|)Iague after the siege of Limerick ; ^(ieneral Jones died 
plague after the surrender of Dungarvon; a thousand of- ^ 

I'A; ' ^ well’s men died of the plague before AVaterford. The cHtij 
CL; , ^ in its effect upon English constitutions, seems to be tho, 

. Tsemesis of Ireland's wrongs. 

■ Strange scenes, dark, secret, and cruel, have heen ena 
: tj^ gloomy pile. No one has told the full story yet. It 
-V lamatctifTe romance of dungeons and treacheries, of 8wi^'_ 
slow murder. God and St. Mary were invoked in vaiU’^fo^ 

Irish prince or chieftain that was caught in that 
^(J^ngliold; but that was'^n the old time— long, long 
>'the ca^le courts are crowded only with IojaI atpd gpurtly fi 
^^S^i^thered to pay homage to the illustrious succes 

^'^be strangest scene, perhaps, in tlie annals of vice-m 
Lor4 Thomas Fitzgerald (Silken Thomas), son oi 
and Lord-Lieutenant in his father’s absence;' 

Irish iTKiependence. lie rode through 
horsemen, in shirts of mail and silken ^ 

tb&nime Silken lliomaa), toSt ' * 
thi council chamber, he 
" ' the Ubk,' ^ bade^defiknce 
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hWed ai 3 d quaftewd at Dutftn': •iBy 
plot laid against Dublin Castle evor succeed i ilionsrh’ 
lOese^ion of this foreim fortre$# wa5 tbe^paromotmt 
Irish r^bel Jeaiiers. This was the object vith Lord. -V 
id^bie (^athohcs, v,it]i Lord. Edward Fitzgerald anf-l 
mn^ With Emmet and Uis enthusiasts, with 
d his nationalists— jet they all failed. UnceMfilv 

waved over Dublin Caatfe^-' ■ 
itto— ^O^V0U^EVER! Xow iVTi Trn-D V.TrT,r. f J’ t/ # 


niueu over immin Uaatie.s ■ 

mafhe motto-- .Viw ou i Now ani, foe Etob I ” It*' 
l yrcunnel held it Tor King James. '' 

Norman rate, the noLilify natu-,'%' 
row^ather^ round the Uastle. Skinner’s Row was the *' Ifay ' V 

fed Ca.stle Str^t, Cook''" 

»^,Mehamble street Bridge Street, Wjrhurgh Street, Hiirlr . .7 

fashioiiabl»,locali1-'f' 
t ^''IJops, ehanbellors and fudees; and,?^ 

^0486 Street was tlie grand prinlo where vicereMl pomp and^7i 
^iman pride were oftenest exhibited, A Imndred years ago tbei.^V’ 

SKaQKl-Eieiitenn.ne wna aTii-riTt+r.i\a..,-i i-,..n i t i^o.. . o 'ik. 


^W-Biauteiiapt was entertained at a ball by Lord’Mountioy m"'.^ 
^qk Lane, hikinner s Row was distinguished' by the residence of i'i 
^eat race of the Geraldines, called “ Oarbrie House,” which, '■•■? 
them passed to the I)iike,s of Ormond, and after many vicis- • 
^gades, the palace from which Silken Thomni? went forth to civA S 
I^JrOung hte for Tri.sh irKlepeiideiice, fell into decay, and on-ita-’f^ 
houses known as 6, 7, and 8 Christ ChurcL'^'S' 
^ce, in the lo\ver_htories of which still exist some of the old oaE"' S' 
of the Carbrie House.’' 

Skinner's Row also, two hundred years ago, 'dwelt Sir RobeifCy 

WA^kJrt^°r'' "^'as knighted at his own hcHMe '’ 

Loiol-Lieutenant, the afterwards imfortunate' 
a he house has fallen loriims, but the vast propertr'coit-'/'' 
t^k'harles I, for lii,s good services, haa d6Scei)dfld-*kt 


pdayaof SkiiBier^ Row, R ;;rb7i;';=;n 

^J.Whwayg'^ut one fool broad, ,\ll it.s glories have vanish^',# 
Mfi even the name no longer exi'ii., vet'the .remains of re^t”‘cS 
®ces once inhabited by the magnilicenf Gbraldines add Butlew^S 
be traced. , , , j $111 

Sterne throughout this ancient quarter of Duyiu. hasriS 
btreet Lord Maguire Was arrested at'lnidnihE'M* 
^Kumstances very similar to the capture of Lofd.Ed^®® 
Mt.find "to comtuemorate this capture da the paria® 


Qi^ustom, down to the year 1829, t'cf*oll ths;'„d 
twelve o'clock on4he.uighi'ofj|id 
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, ■ emv tk DuteK mercliaDt who founded the familf ^f1 
i'v others. It was the ^^ferrion Square of the < 

<■ U. §r. ^ Street the reJbellion of ’08 waa organized at the‘ 

Major Swaii, led by Reynold< 
^ w ft^ruer, seized twelve gentlemen there, all of i^^hortkwere 
. . , rily hanged as rebels. Castle Street was the O^us.of the i 
of 1641; Sir I’hehm 0 Neill and Cord Maguire had thi 
dences there, and concocted together how io seize the 
destroy all the lords and coimcir, aiid re-estaldisli Coper} 
' land. But a more yseful man than eitlier lived there li 
, * James Ware, whose indefatigable ardour in the cause 
, lifexafure caused him to collect, with great troulde and ex 
vast number of Irish manuscripts, which, after pti^sing 1 
\ ,MDy viciasitndes,ar> now deposited in the British Museu 
. Rrench family of Catouche came to Castle Street about o 
♦ dred .years ago, and one of them, in 1778, upheld the si 
' 0 credit of tbf:^ Government by a loan of i'2(),(X)0 to tlu‘ Lor 
tenant, FishambC '^Street has historical and clas.oc m( 
and traditions of IJnndel coas<aTate fliis now obscure local 
Handel spent a year in Dublin. IJis Messiah ” was cr 
there, and first performed for the benefit oi Mercer’s II 
. How content be was v ith hie reception is express'd in a 1 
a friend. “I cannot,’ lie says, ‘‘sufficiently express tl 
treatment I receive here, but the politeness of this g 
nation cannot lie unknown to you.” 

^ Dublin Quays are likewise illustrated by great nami 
Tjfihers Quay may still be seen the once magniticent Mr>ira 
the princely residenco of Lord Moira, afterwards Marquis o 
(royemor-General of India. A hundred years ago 
theHolland House of Dublin, sparkling with all the wit 
-■ dour, rank, and influence of the niotropolis. The dec< 
,0 unsurpassed in the kingdom for beauty and grandeui 
'*^Tery windows were' inlaid with motlier-o’-pearl, 

' , ^ After the Union, tlu* family in disgust (fuit^ted Ireland; 
y jj^oose was left temintless bo- some years, and then nnallv \a 
yfor the qse of the pauper [toor of Uublin. The decoratioi 
lepjoved, the beautiful gardens turned into officer, the npp 
ediflee was taken off, and tlie entire buildii^ paupei 
as ^ssible to suit its inmates and its title— The Mna 
s-Ip. the ’good old times the Lord Mayor freat<ed the’ L qw 
rthnn^nt to a new play every Christmas, when the C7g!r4 
d My^toriea upon the stage in Hoggin Green, Whel^:! 
^ ^ .Stdiids. The Mysteries were on * 

^3^^ ♦’rders to find «« 

were to ' supply, 







‘'..A%|l-’-'?^fc'''' ancient' -'s^ 

-; ' “'‘r >i — *«1 M,,* «ii ,,,, 

:«f.!il, (wi, iluJZ'lTS; “v^rW'”?' 
'»T— ict‘ir„»!;r kS ;t" '”" '''•"“^ ■» 5™ 2 

»: mitk lar exSifto v/’; 1 , :'l’’ «nd 

Ai:' -«j^l#.Iiuiidre(J veal^. Iri,), kins-s'and '\^ 

I " . froJthe ni.vles ' Tlior.' It '.t '’onfiuerorfl havo 

^ ^^n^i/until the mi^hih- thr la.t c.min v nn^' ? 

h:;^thfctomb. i*, if in ]iim alon. n ^ 1 V 

^ '■ ^tjieir gtrtfncth * thcn^ I miiiImt-V ^ the citi^eus^ had 

^■ ^Ctaken fm.^ // j T V' ,T'’^ '-lo-nod M ith a crown 

.Wit in prater beP;! 1 tinhv / : I'r 

.‘. ■d^uijfflinou.i Jlitrlit-. ' '' “‘“^ ' ^‘■'•8'.’*'^™ ky James in bis 

«n«eDt. 

'thVtflie;this too An K- 1 ^ ^ I^^gHsh 

^ ■’ Ancient edibce, .here the fnn.W . i,]nt/£ .Cifof tW- 

: „ 'sympatbihil^' thb eI;;;”^ "«7- Ir?la.>d' ■ 

■Som^’ell)'’ (Jnel mr i f- [ ''''' (Oliver 

. Sir John ^teven.son wastbetirst Insbrnrii^^SiS ' h 

r,tW«ndnJations so beautiful in i s p e^ nt ve'danl 
' fbe accident of excavation • When St ^ ^ W;^^^e3 

• “Ci h 25: triK^ss’ 

Square '^as a howlintr lidl 





; ^i^ north side, ' < '? W 

^ave told tia of Biililin in later tte&, 

'.fi hutidred lords and two handred comoion^ 

™ ^Dlivened our city with .their wealth andmai^f 
^ summit of its glory ; but when th< 

parliament to England, and the Lords afed 
yanished, and their mansions bicame hospitals and 
all wealth, power, influence, an ^ magnificeiioi 
'Wi mother cotfntry, then the ''CitV 

Water^ sank jfnto very pitiable insignifleance. HiV- 
Norman spirit of indiipendence was broken at last, nnd til6^ 
gr^t principle to replace it, ’Having no large symp 

- ^ . with the Irish nation, no idea of country, nationality; o 

hy which is expressed the resolife of self-t 
:- self-governed, the colonists became petty, -^tt’ 

in aim ; imitative in manners and feelings : apatn^ic 

- IIP fional advance; bound to England hy 

f, \ servile hope ; content so as they could re^t undi 

great shadow, secure from the mysterious horrors of Poper\ 
V',.t bla^sing of a church establishment, and dloy 

'^ahip even the shadow of ti;aiiscendent Majesty. ^Theh 
'■r'1 • V /pbition waa satisfied^ and happy ; for there ie no word 
'S ’ fitin^^-^elyiibhon'ent, so invincibly opposed to all the preji 
J,. , \ of i^Win society, as patriotism. ’* 

From^hie cursory glani^ over the antecodenta of ourmetr^ 
; the cause of her anti-Irishism is idainly deducible from the 
y y . that at no epoch was Dublin an Irifeh city. The inhabited 

0 a pl^ndM race, descondtsl of Danes, Normans, Saxon settldH 

1 :: mongrel Irish. The country of their a%tions is England i 

With tlih proud old primsei 
of the ancient Irish race they have no moreaf&nify tht 
Mr. Macaula/s illustration) the Ihiglish of Calcuttafml 
, ^tion of Hindustan, and from this colonial position 
.y-^D«hlin idiosyncrasy of character has resulted; which 
distinct in feeling from the rest of Ireland. ‘ 
Meanwhile the destiny of the ancient race is worths 

or ptoeperity, but in stem, severe disciplm^it' 
_ aud unchangeable they remain, so far as change kW 
arising from within. Two thousand, 
nAte passed over the hovel of the Irish 

when the first light of Mstorr ’ 

^ implacable w 









»^a;v;q#.4ncient **^ 

Maying to be ruled, ^vith veneration ii’^ce^'; ready to 
t4iin^tyrs for a creed, a party, or the idol of ’the, hour,, but • 
Oje of extending tlieir sympathies beyond the faniiJy or the - 
wi^h the lowest place in Europe ; stationary atuid 
’ isolated from the -European family ; without pow^t. 
^.^uence; lai^i^ resting in the past while the , nations 


*cnildren of the wean/,. 'f 
.1 I 3 , Without inanu^ - 


.vituuut .ijftuu-,. 

h ^|uick intellect and passionate hearts, yet,-'/, 

art die ou4 amongst tlmm for want of aid 
ymijathy , ^^ithout definite aims, without energy or the eamekt-* 
I’e^wllich is tlie vitnl lifi' (tf rln-On,.o M u ' 


"yhieh is the vital liti' of heroic deeds; dark and blind through 
and ignorance, they can neither resist nobly nor endurV^^,^ 
>^^:;8^7j*cbaiing in bondage, yet tlieir epileptic fiti^ of liberty are//. 

^y ^''’d<l excesses, and end onh^in sullen despair. ■' " 
i ^ it 'v\as notdii the ]»rovi(lence of (Jod that the fine elenaehf-8 ' > 
p^f'humanity in such a people .should still continue to waste and-/ 
during centuries of inaction, while nobl(A countries andt'd 
.Ml^/dful lands, lying silent .since creation, w’eTe waitingthe de^-ingd ' 
g^llersand workers, who, by tlie .sweat of tlie brow, shall change 

to lining empires. ^ ; '' 

i%,y Tw^O terrible calamitir.s fell npun Ireland— famine and pestilence 

by these two dread ministers of God’s great purposes, ihiy;'- 
xj^sb r^ce w'ore uprooted and driven fortli to fulfil tlieir appointed i 
niilhon of our people emigrated; a million of our' -t 
under these judgmimis of God. Seventeen millioDS-.;G 
of property pa.^.M'd from time-honoured names into the; 

^of strangers. Tlie echoes of the old tongue— call it 
blirenician,, Celtic, Jrisli, wliat you will, still the oldWtc 
iiskun'^Eurone, is dyin^r out at last alono- tliP .stnn-ir -.Uiiiiw 'G, 


i^urope, IS dyijTg out at lust along tlie .stony plains of Ma>o/V" 
^^i^jd.tho wild sea-cliffs*of the storm-rent western shore, Scarc^y’'^-^^ 
^-tpiliion and a half are L>ft of people too old to emigrate, amito/^G 
cabins and ruined village,^, who speak tlmt language 
^^^^^®catioi), or death, was the final fate written cim the pa&v 
mucli-enduripg children of Ireland. One day y-v 
Ady tnay reassert themselves in the new^ w'orld, or in other lan(ffi//'‘;> 
'^fayn^^with its skies of beauty and its pavement of gold,- 
.g’^iven to them a.s America to the 8axon, but how low must? ' ' 
l^iion,bave fallen at home when even famine and plague come 
as the jevers of progression and social elevo 
nurpose of Gixl’s providence lies, no doubt;- at 
M^.side,^ but we have not yet turned the leaf. ’ f. , G 
who, thousands of years, ^O; left the'q^ 
him, to the ocean, are.nOw flung on tWl '' 
more ttieir 

*^''^Isra.eUte^^ 

JPW ? 
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„ , ^ P'«8>io-sl.ij)s p„ss^“”Lg" 

■ .Wandemg 'lo o 7 WulanT-a l^tTuy 'oft 

=\0f old the ki„™ fttTwa “flt tl r; ' V «“rest,. d- 

’t^est: ^^■us it a symbol or a prot,! <v 0^1 "'f!' 

■ when from every hiU Irelun/LuW httt'- " ^ 

Tlie remnant of onr people 

Syepins westward, wil(^^lnil„„fnl 

L, e, be clombmek Ota, Tm 
L.ka the w,(l„.re<llea,e,s of am, 

I^-e a portal (he lnn,h!ftold-'jhVtlLdrtll'!‘\!'^ 

Ocean to the great do, s, late world of^\ f' ‘'l!'*'” lko''^iuthertt 

the lost Innne^f their fa het , ‘'''f were‘ 

the earth-still onward fl!!!vrr f r''”r of- 

hamstible race wliie), lm.s olenred the^'f,!' ’""'"‘n lifo-tliat inax- ^ 
citioa and made all th.. railmad.s of |,e t, t" 

tberH plains of the (’riinea ovem. i lo'': 

tralia-the race who,m , t peopW , 

all civih/ation, though they lmve’*nei"!r V ‘|‘'\'’’"’'’unient8„0?- ' 

y>rk and ,«nfter withont (ho tort nt < 

element IS maa^ssurf to hnmanirv at or'., V'"';' 

(fte.ss. It is file snbtle, sinridml Hr fV 7 

the ruder clav of other nu-,.s ei>i,i,, and ponneat«* 

neHc impulses m jrrowtl, „n,l’,r,,„„Ji, '‘'‘ti, and ina«*ry 

wiii\:tiir;on;','„t t:: fi'it ;r;?'mr 

worId-mover,s, Aero.s.s the btnl h ' il'" 

patioas.oacli agreafer and a sd-ona-er /r V"' ' T' '' 

the certainty of power stad,o 3^ "’iJl haVo ■• ^ 

But neither change nor p^./r^.-ss no^'n e r* ' 

mother in that trut* fivmDatl.v w'ti to their anciMt' 

hums in the inrLeir • ^ ^ 

^loroa.Q the 8 ea '4 ■ 4 . ' - ' - 

Ftillcherieh Yvith Hacrnl h m! or in 

^ the poetry and lik/' • 

■riop^of titeoId^W-Iov^^uril 

othnmanity, with all thriiX ^ 

I L„,S:.S^i, J « «'« a»iM Sii. 

^ with the holy 

^W^ 8ref(fr ever associated with tbewo«i?T 





QN THE ANCIENT RACES 
I'.' • OF KELAND.* 

Ti ■* 

n tinir-afl.i- "ilie Spirii*„f Ond moved on the 
P'^ face of the waters, auh so|uirateil tlio dry land from tlie sea”— 
p. \TliPn the iiro.seiit Jlrin’sh M.cs thrniod a eoiitiiiudirs and inte(?ral 
sf', 'portion of tlie Kiiro|»i'an roiitjiKMit istlio tecoived^ipiiiK^iof the 
\j_ §pleiititic. A\ ith that eoiitiinnty ul surface^ ( wliotlier before or 
‘ aftei the glacial pin'ind mailers not iii the present inquirv) there 
Avas, we know, i\ iiinforiii disp,*rHnii of \t‘gerahle and animal life * 
^ Oyer this portion of tlie^^lolie; and .'olonn as this cs^intrv enjoyed 
, the temperature and clipiate it now posse'^o's, it must have been 
an emerald land-humid, oromi, and fertile alfording pastniwe- 
and pro wilder fop tlm hirgot hrrhivorm --the mammoth, elephant^ 
b; find musk ox, the reindoor, the \Mld boar, and pm'haps even the 
p, isvoolly rhinoceros. The pnmidvo races of hoimsi rattle, possibly 
the red dem, and nndoulit(-Hll\ ihe lai’gest and iiohhest of cervino 
^y^ preatures, tlie gigantic Irish dtou', or t Ww/s imy/nccnis, besides the 
pig, and smaller mammals, as well as liirds ami hshes in- 
' nunierable, must tlieii have i^xisted here. 

' How long that conditjon ot the land known now^ as Ireland 

■' ^ existed, what geological revolnl ion., occurivd, or what time elapsed 

d^Hng its continuance, is hut matter of speimhition ; but a repeal 
i „ uni(^n Took place, and Gia'at llritain and Irelmid became 

^ Ss the\ now aie, and as they are likely to remain, geographically 
^i 6 paratedj althoug'h united in iiitere.-vt a^ well as government, In 
>i; all probability the great pine forests, with some of the yews tbit, 
rifl.lrs and the birch, had at this time been submerged beneath to 
. . ^-'t strata of our bogs. ' 

f first set foot up&n 


l05vyst strata of our bog. 

" .Vii cpocLL^i uciicvr, mill Jiiuii iirsr ser root upon 

Erin— a country well wooiled, abundantly etocW 
^v: and abounding m all nature’s blessings suitod to tha ' 
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well-being' oi }ii>itfaTi race ; -^itVfo,'?^ m 'it^ ' 

ftbom; fish in its seas, lakes atfd-rivotra^ fieer and othbt gafn^^t 
. i’^fo^eat^glndef;,’ oxen on ifs paetuxes, fuel in its, bogs ^ 

"clutaatej although moist and Triable* on the whole .nnli''khd'/f; 
.^mperate. ' S^>} 

; 'Let US now go back for a moment and take a 'glance 
-of the world. The sacred writings tell ii8,^and the investi^tiO^lB ^ 
of historians, antiquarians, and pliilologists confirm the statcanert^vr: >■ 
^ the cradle of mankind was somowhero h ’weefi the Ca8pi^s]i\ 

^ea hnd the great River Euphrat('c Without entering 
^ smin^ely into the subjec,t, I may state briefly fjiat the butntSij/^/ 
^ Tamily separated in proc^as of time into three groat divisionsT-tfi'e^'^tJ 
V African, the Asiatic, and tlie Indo-Kuropean. With the 
'only we have to deal. As population increased, it threw off 
outsboota ; and einigra ' inn, tlie great aafeguar*! of society, antj 
, ordained meuiis of peopling us \\ell as cultivating and civillsrjh^i< T 
^ the earth, began to impel the races and tril>es still farther 
farther ftom tfe birthplace of liiimanity. dint in those days 
- process was somewhat ‘slower and more gradual than that wliiehifiS^S 
. now sends an Irish fiiinily across miles of ocean in a weeidf^ji^l^ 
W ith but the rudest means of transit, hordes df the prifijitiffe^? 
races passed up the banks of the great rrvors, the Euplirftte,s, 

Nile, the Volja, the Lhinube, aud the Rhoiio ; wbilQ other 
. in all likeliluxxl mure advanciul and cnlfivated, wandered 
. .4be omsts, peopling as they went the northefn sliorea 
* Afeditemnean and the Black Sea. " / 

That ap early and uncult i\ a ted people passed up the 
their immigration, and settle<l for centuries on its banks^ V 

i^rope w'as a tangled wilderne.ss, inhabited by the aurodi and 
gigaJftic deer, there can lie no manner of doubt; for they have 
memorials of their existence in the unerring and enaurhtjgfijefis^^^ 
of their sepulchres, their tools, and weapons, 

/Hack Sea to SwiRerlund and Savov. In Switzerland this.prm^^^ 
, tive people yeeted for a considerable period, perhapa^ for 
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-centuries, forming for themselves tliose peculiar %il^ IkcUBt 
'babitaiioiilf on the shon^e of its picturesque inland wafers, 

/ ,;atf *^ tfftulbauten’'— the analogues, and in all probability^ 
, ^ crannoges recently discovered in Ireland 

tQ, whichj* cou^ the ^icatt.ered fmgmenta of thaX : 
^&fe-owried thia special form of domestic archit^-ttirct,^?/ 
otratA of implements were deposited beneath the 
pfaidbayten ; and In some of the hjore ancienf bijea 
of atone, flint, and pottery 


manner the iRrab tools 
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ai)(? pr6bah]y the result of litfaslon by d superior 
cultivated race, is almost certain. ’ Driven from their 
' homes, they passed down the banks' of- the^Khine and 

^ihe, and helped to people North -western Enron e,*fonniii^ 
dhoso who' arrived coastwise the great nal:ion or the Ga^j[s 
k;/ Belgfe. It "Is not nnlik('lv that this littoral wave of popnla- 

,|^/di{K<iarritMl with thepi the inetallurgic arts; for we lind m their 
v^tpiibs and barrows on the coasts <»f hipain, France, and Brittany, 
.Mi trlnze celts i'deiiica,! in sha]*p vith some of those discovered yny 
.:v,^.6pf own country. , • * yf ' 

'fek ^till passing WTstw^ards towards the seating 8iin,«ome mofnbers 
- '’ofdhis early people stood at length face to face wnth the wdite ^ 
of Kent, Iinpidled by cuncisity and the thirst for knowledge,, 

’ ^yinfin's*nndevdating enterprise socm sent these h^^dy people at^ross 
y narrow strait tliat duides Britain*from the continent of 
h centuries hefoie rhe ships (tf Tarshish voyaged from Tyre 

yhand hidon to trade with Britain for th*^ tin'rd Cornwall, to alloy/* 
yf harden, and beautify into bronze the copper witliwhiok Solom'on 
'N-'-y* 'decorated the temple of Jerusalem. * 

' Df ’ To the restless Celt tlie breadth of this new possession was bpt 
y.y ft ‘slight impediment to his western progress, and once more he 
j^VilOoked* upon the blue waters rd tlie ealr sea, and beyond them, tO'* 
green hills of Erin. A plank — a sinfle-pitice canoe— -fornaod"' 
jy^pN'Ont of an oak-tree by lire and a sharp stone, or a wicker curragh 
with ludes, would soon wmtt him from Bortpatrick toD 
^onaghadee, or even from Anglesea to How th. ii- 

^ Here, then, the story of our race •begins, and the jidmediftte 
g^Aohiecf of this m(|niry commences. That man, as be hrst stood on 
island, was in a rude, uncultivated state, without a knowledge' 
letters or manufactures — skilhxi in those arts only by^whiob^' 
a nomad hunter and fislier, he sujiported'life and ministered- to 
^^"bDAlmple wants— there can be no manner of dopbt. Clad m the 
skins of animals ho slew, wliich were sewn together with their- 
f)V intestines — his w’eapons and tools formed of flint, 
wood tir horn — his personal decoration, sheila, amber, 
^^.^y&ttraotive* pebbles collected on the beach, or the teeth of animals 

together in a rude necklace, or bound round tlie wrisCs^d ^ - 
; and his religion, if any, Pagan, Sun-worship, or .Druid iBlpC 
first, stood, in all probability, on the north-eastern ’ 


Bv'ErtEf,- It may be unpalatable to our national vanity to 
P^B'^rly colonists of Ireland did not cOme here clad in purpl^^c’^ 
direct^ from Phoenicia, in hrazen-prowed tri|emes^ 

, compa^ and the quadrant f or stood fo/ 
of iDbernia armed 
ifcertft sprang front of 





~ \ ^ ; . " . 'V '' 

No date can be assMued to the period of the first mhatoatw^ v 
but as evidence ofllie pnnntive condition of the 
snificient to state that human bodies clad m • 

discovered in our bogs; that flint weapons ib abundance have ■, 
been found all over Ireland, but especially in the North, whew^- , 
St peculiar lithological condition chiefly exists, and that stoua^ 
tools ^bave been dug up in tliousaiids all qver the country, but 
more particularly from the tieds of our nvere, marking the sites of , 
•contes^ted fords, which wore the scenes of wngmimry conflicte, M , 
on the Shannon and the lianii ; and tbat.all these are refernble to 
Tperiod when the Irish had no knowledge of metals, and could , , 

"'^To'^Northern arclifcologists belongs the credit of that theory 
which divides the ages of man according to the material evidences 
of he art id byjone dines, as into those of stone, of copper,. , 
cold ami bronze, ami of iron and silver. While I have no doubt . 
fhat’ eenerallv speakihg, such was the usual progress of de\elo{H 
'ment fnZe' particulars, T deny that this division. can, as a rule,, 
be appliid to iVeknd, wiiere imdouhledly eiich period over apprf 
the srccecling, so as to mix the one class of implement with o ,, 
Inotlier even L I mvsclf have seen on the great cultnuted plain 
of Tyre harrow-pins formed of flints and sliai-p stones stuck^nto o-. 
the Lder surface of a btoad boaid ; and on ibiit battle field 

“WhercPer'iias viftim hiirdes 

First boATcd lieneath the brunt of Bella S sworti, 

I have picked up flint and obsidian 

know tliat the Atlipniaiis, whose remains Mill lit kiieath he 
tumulus of Marathon, gave way liefore the h 

gpearsot Asia; and the stone iiuasilc in one of its nioA fonniar . 
able shapes, is not yet iibandoiied in this couiitiT. ^ • -i , "i- - 

I hold it as suse^ptihlc of demonstration, that man in similar , 
nf his career all over the world acts alike, so fiir as is ^ 
^patible witli climate, his wants, and the “ft! ' • 

to bm band even from the banks of the Niger or e. *■ 

klaUds of the South Sea, or the regions inhabited by the Up^ , . 
J^Eaquimaiix. Thus, whenever ; , 

new art first applies it to contimie the fashion } -8 p 
STiutU accident, necessity, or ingenuity induces ^ 
Sydie reproduction. The first -J;' ^ 

««i^te,i*ependeot 4i«coy0t^ Pf out otw, 
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b5^mt«rcoiir8o with otlier natioug more advanced than ourselves 
answer thereto I can only say that' we have no evidence or 
■_flu,|hority for the latter su])position ; and that, as we possessed 
’ abundant materials on the one hand, and had suthciem native 
i ih|enuity on tlie other, it is most Irkely that our discovery of 
^ metals— at leas* of pnld, Cdpp.T, and tin— was in<lepandent of 
; intiuence. So far remov(-d from the centres of civiliza- 

nnconqnered by tlu' Homan legion, uninfluenced by Saxon 
or iFtankish art,%nd ^\lth undimbtisi evidonce.s of deyelopinent* 
styles of art peculiar#o ours(‘l\es. both in form and decoration, 

, It IS but fair, until some stronprr arpun^-nts haye been brought 
. against it, to belLe\d that we were the diseoverers and smelters of 
out miimrals, and ^tlie fabricator, > of our imdallic weapons, tools, 
and Ornaments. That sonu^ ( Jrecian intliience pervaded the early 
Irish metallurgie art, as oxliibil^Mi l.y .‘^nie of our leaf-shaped 
Sword hlade.s ls true : hut it m an (‘xceptionnl iiistanco, and the 
form IS common to almost all countries in tyhich bronze eword 
blades haye heim found. • * 


NVith ronard to tie* dwellinu-s of the early race we are not left 
to mere conjooture, for not ]oua a^o a log but was discoyered 
fourteen feet ladow tie* surface of a bog in the county of DoArgal. 
This anTiqm^ dwelling was IweHa* feet squarnl and nine 
high; and consisted of an iippor and lower cJiambor, wdiich wefe 
probably more slee]»ii]g apartnmnts. Tho oaken lo^s of which it 
I w^s constructed are helietod to have hoeii lit'WTi witli stone 
batcliets, soniH of which were found on the premises, thus 
identifying it with the pre-metallie peri(j<l of our history. ^ Man 
soon becomes gregarious, and pa-.Mss from the hunter and tlie 
fisher to the shepherd, aial tlienee to the agriculturist. The 
land is cleared of woo(l; the wild animals either die out, or aro< 
rendered suhservmnt to Ids will Tim domestication of animals ' 
m most instances prerades, and always accompanies, the pastoral 
state of existence; and to that coiidition the patriarchal stage 
ensues, €nd afterwards that of the monarchical. To such phases 
of developmei* , from the age (if escape from the rudest barbarism/ 
to the most cultivated comlition in government, polite literature^ 
^rt and science, Ireland was, 1 believe, no exception. Of the 
sbephe^d state wm still possess flm most abumlant proofs, in the' 
numerous eartlien ratlis, lisses, and fort^ scattered all over tbe_ 
c<iUDtry, and froni which so many of our townlands and 6fEet* 
iohalities talre their names; but especially marking the sites of 
the primitive ifihalutation on our gocally pasturee, although now ' 
merQ i^ra^sy, annular eleyations, yarying in area from a few petphld''" 
to ^veraA acres, and in many instances alone preserved tV 
traiiitioDs or popular sup^rst,itiona;pf the people. 
those landmarks of the past' as stilt' remain^ ouTtoJ' 
have been^Qbliterate(H,8how us tbatin 
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of Ireland, ftt least/. where they exists there once 
■population, even during* the shepherd sfage of its inhat>^tatiplT.^^ . 
And if in the progress of events, uncontrolled by human ^ncyp^^ 
and broftght aiwut by Infliiences that we haye so recently mourn^ s,.' 
over and still deplore, but could not prevent, we are now agdln^ ''' 
becoming a pastoral pa^ple, we are' only returning to tliafc statn^of ^ 
existence for whicli this country is peculiarly adapted, and waey . " 
r beHeve, originally intended— that of being the greatest graes and 
green-crop soil and climate in the world. '*> ' 

The pastoral wacS undoubte<lly the itormal, one of the oldest,,^ 
and beyond all quest ior*,, the longest continued state in Ireland-^' ' 
and, although cliange<l by iutornal di.ssensiofls, invasion, coufiaca- 
tion, and foreign rule, is etill remembered by the people among ; 
whom its inhuence, slumbering, but not dead, now and theh’Caropa /' 
out in questions of “ teO.int right/' , Years ago I showed, from the 
animal remains found in our forts, bogs, and crannogps, that 
centuries upon centuries before short-horned improved breeds of . 
cattle and shtvp commanded at nur agricultural shows tlie/" ; 
admiration of Europe, we had here breeds of oxen which are 00^’^','': 
DOW surpii.sk'd by the best races of Holland and Great BritaihtfVy 
and hieh are unequalltsi in the present day even by those on // 
fertile pkins of Meath, Limerick, or Hoscommou, or throughout"-^ 
tUse golden vale of Tipperary. We were then a cattlo-reariti^,-.^' 
ftcah-eating people ; our wealth was our cattle ; our w^ara were fdt 
our cattle; the ransom of otir chieftains was in cattle ;'*our ^ 
were paid in cattle; the price paid for our most valuable m^nu- » 
script^ was so many cows. Even in comparatively modem tim^^J; 
our battle cloaks -were made of leather; our traffic and bartet^^^, 
were the Pecuaniie of our country; and the “ Tain-bo-Gua^lIie,^;i'^' 
the most famous metrical romance of , Europe, after the 
lungenliod,'' is but the recital of a cattle raid from Connaught? 
into Louth during the reign of Mave, Queen of ConnaughtL-a^'' 
personage tran.smitted to us by Shakspeare, as the Queen Mab of ^ . 
the Midsummer Night’s Dream.’' And, although th^ Anglo 
Nrfrman invasion is usually fl^ttributed to the love of an 
gred, hoarse-voiced King of Leinster, sixty years age/ 
Jkiwotdl (attraiJtive, we must presume, though but 
junior Ml years), and who became the lielen of the Tri|h IlilUl/^- 
when valley lay smiling before her,” she wm but' 

item in the stock abduction from the 
Bmfey ahHJg the boggy slopes of Shemore. ' " 

or cattle tribute, which the* King, bf 
from the Leinatermeh, waa perhaps the 5?^ y 
irt^ihalfettd which ever convulsed ao 
Etirepeau ^nfbhsd tength of tjyifip 

nitcle tftx/lwiad# etthoer of 
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IptioDS, ,tbe value of ■wliicli, a-t the prgsAut pr^o of stock, 

|d amoorlt to al>^3ut T130,0nu. The cattle tribute aLsopaid to 
rriraie or petty King of Ctcdiel upwards of a thoueaua years 
was 6,500 cows, 4/>00 oxen, 4,500 swine, and 1/20CV sheep; 
16)700, or, at the present value of stock, between £80,000 
00,000. Hr {nlditiou to “hdiieh we read of horses aird valu- 
|tiabl^ of various descriptions. 

M’ Bi'ian 0 Kennc^dy, who drovn the Norsemen from the sliores of 
j^.Cloiltarf, derived 4is cognomtui of ilorrome from bis reiiupositiou t 
this cattle tax. And iD%the LcaJfhar-na-GarthfOt ancient Ik^ok 
" 'Qf ^T^ights and IMvileges of the Kings of Kainthe cattli^ statistics, 

^ asf tmey are there set forth, show tliat the Ixisli were solely a 
. pastoral people ; and the whole text and tenor of the Irish annals 
and histories, and tlie notices of the w^ai-s of the Desmonds and of 
. O'Neil, confirm this view. • 

0 The great raths of Iivlund^ wher<‘ the people enclosed their • 
i 2 attle by night, ha3e be(*n erroneously tenned “Danish forts/’ 
but when the shanmighees are pressed for t art lie» inform atian as 
to tlie date of their erection thnv say, “ Tfley were made by them 
^'Ould Danes that came over with Jidius Ciesar.'’ If, liowever, 
^'iriq^uiiy be made of the old illiterate Irish-speaking population, 
■tAbey will tell you that they were made by “ the good people," and 
. j(iye inhabited by the fairies. Hence the \'eyeration tnat has inji 
measure tended t5 tlieir presenoition ; and 1 have no doubt 
the ancient indigenous and venerated tliorns that still decorate 
/their slopes or summits are llie veritable descendants of the 
/yniiickset hedges that helped to form the breastworks, or staked 
'Sabfejices, on their summits. , * 

‘The^e forts ai-e almost invariably to be found in tlie fattest 
^ATastures ; so that if any of my friends were in the present day to 
k*h§k-me where they eouM Se.st iu^'est in land, I would fearlessly * 
ViuQ^er, Wherever you lind mo^t ancient rath^, remaining ; ” a»<l 
* I know that many of our cattle prizes have been carried off by 
ci sheep tiud o.xen fed upon the grass lands cleared atid fertilized by 
early Gelt^ more than a thousand years ago,And a sod oV 
;’^h;ch,has hot been turned for centuries. They wei^ not originally 
--Abe gentle dopes that now diversify the surface-, but consisted in 
:f , dsep ramparts or earthworks, with an external ditoh^ob which a,, 
.paling was, erected against man or beast, a for^bf stracture 
seen in the kraal of the New Zealander. The Irish, ralbV 
^ was an artificer of skill, and held in high, 

^;'(b^pled a dignihed position at thd great feasts of Tara— second 
to the oUamh and the physician.. That the .^ilof whjySr. 

had been not only originally. riph> but 
td man’s industry, prjovbdJ" -T - 
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douWo,(UKl ereu tniWf entrenrhmeMte were erected thedwellin/a 
of the people and their ebiefc, the latter of wliom were ofteir 
iiiteried within the inoiinds, or lieneath the cromleclis that still 
Mist 1 ^ their interior, as, for example, in tlie Giants RW," near' 
Belfast, In some iiistanees (liey also contuiiied in their sides and 
centres stone cai'es, that wore frobahly used as store-housM 
granaries, or places of security, , ' 

EiVkI'i of freland was a pastoral people caUed 

rirlwlgs, said to he of Greek or La.stem origin Oprobably a branch ' 
of liat great ( eltic race winch, haviug phased tliroiigdi Eiirop* ' 
and round il s .shores, fpuiid a resting-place iit last in Ireland Of 
the ■omorittiis, Noinediuiis, aii.l other minor invaders, we need not 
speak ns thev have left nothing by wliicli to track their footsteps. 

1 he old aniiulist.s bring tliei^ direct from the Ark, and In a Straight ' 

wlH '['‘P f ‘'f i’haraoh’.s daughter from lig^t 
jvitli her ships may he al-o , .n.sidt'red apocrvpliuh But the ■ 

holgs hegm our autuentic lu.stury. They 'had laws and social 
institutions, ait.1 edubli-le-d a moiiardiicul goveriiiiieiit at the far- 
faiiKsl Hill of 1 ara, ahoiit which our early centres of civijuation 
sprung, and where we have now iiio.sf of those great past ure- 
laniL- those plfuirs of .Meath that can heat tlie world for their 
tt temng qualit ies and wlurli .supply neigh liouriiig countries with 
tlit'ir most adinirt'd tut'aKs 

I cannot say that tlm F irbol- was a cuTtivatcsi man, but I think 
m wius a Hbepherd and an a.Ticulturi.t. ' 1 tioubt if ho knew aiiVi 
thin;^ certainly nut much, of metallurgy; but it does not follow 
that ho wiw a m^re suwigt*, nu mure than the Maoriee of New' 
Zealand were when wi* ltr>t came in contact witli tliem. 

ilie Firbulgs were a small, Ntralght-haired, awarthy race, who 
have lef a portion ot their. descendants with us to tins very day. 

genealogist (their own countryman reiydent in Galway about 
two hundred years agoj deNcribed them as dark-haired, talkative. ' 
gmi.eful, strolling, unsteady, “disturbers of every Council and ^ 
Assembly, and “ promoters of discordC I believe thev>together’ 
with the next t^wm races about to lie de,^cril>od,forfiied the bulk of 
our s(>calk] €oltic population- combative, nomadic on om> 
tunity, enduring, litigious, but feudal and faithful to their chi^si 

‘^Jii^'JalFnglish emigration) I 
not thrifty fctut, when their immediate wants are supplied, kzy '^ 
es^ially during the winter. ' I' 

Jo tbm physical ami mentnl characters clcd^ribed by MacFirbia 
let me those of the unushal combination of blue or blue-mv' - 
ejes and dark eyek^hes with a swarthy complexion. This peci^' ^ 
lianty I have only remarked elsewhere in Greece j ' 

upjier gum i» not but tM nose is. usually straight; Iti 
of this and tli| ne^ following race there peculiari|^;.tS^:ffe 
has not been alluded to bjf wnters-^Me larynx. or> as itvuledhW' 
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He Oalled, t\iQ po>mm Adwni, was remarkaBlv prominpnt, and'. 
| more apparmt from tlie uncovered state o/tlie neck. The 

l^odimeutof tiu.s early people still ex.sta in Ireland, along with the 
mir.<<omplexioned U,Hnann.s, and forms the bulk of the farm- 
^bourers called jn popular pljruseologv Apalpeenx, that yearly 
femipate to England. In Connaught tiioy Lw dbieflv occupy i 
‘ mclude.s the junction of the conntks of .Ndayo, Gal- 
Roscommon, and Sligo. They, with Ibeir fair-faced brothers 
tat present the mo?l numeivui.s). arc also to be found in Kerry and 

Donegal l an.l they nearly till .speak Irish. . ^ 

Dy .statLstic.s procured from our Cnvat MirHand Wc.stern Railway 
aioue I learn tliat on au average SihOtK) of these people, cliiefly 
the de.sjendant,s of the d.ark Eirbolgs aud the fair Uananns, emf- 

tage of the Eogdish farmer and the Irish itndlord. The acreage 
of arable land tor thc.se peo,de runs I rom tw.,to sky acm.s. ^ 
yonnectiiig tins race wiihThe reiuaiiis of the past. T ara of 
opinion that tliey were the IR-t ruth y earthtn-mound and' 
•enclosure .malters; that they mo.-tly buried their dead without 
cremation, and, in cases of dislingui.shed per.sonage.s, beneath the 
cromlecli or the tumulus. Their lieads were oval or long in the' 
anteroposterior diameler, and rather tlattened at the .sides- 
e.xamples ot the.se [ hav^ given aud descanted upon when I first 
published my Ethnological Ibcscarehes. which have been fully 
ionfirmed by the late Amlrea.s Refriu.s. It ks, horyever, unnecei^ 
sarv, cycu itcspace or advi.sabilify permitted, for mo to allude to 

v“,n Britannica" lias 

‘ V -specimens of tlii.s long-headed race 

The iUyt iramigratioii we hoar of i„ the ■■ .Annals” ks tlmt of 
the rmthn-dc-Dananw, a large, fair-complexioued, and very 
remarkable race; warlike, energetic, progres.sive, .skilled in metel 
work, mu.sical. poetical, aciuainted with the healing art, skiUed 
in Itruidrsm, and believed to be adepf.s necromancy and magic, 
no doubWho re^sult of the popular idea respecting their .superior 
knowledge, ^specially in .smelling and in tlie'fabrioation of tools, 
weapons, and ornamapts. From the.se two races sprang the Fairy 
Mytliology or Ireland. , ' ^ s ® ^ 

It i, 9 strange that, coiisideringfhe amo’unt of annala and legends 
transmitted to us, we have so little knowledge of iJruidism or 
Faganusm in ancient Ireland. However, it may be accounted-for 
in thi.9 wise; That those who took down the'degends from the 
mouths of the-bard.s and annalists, or those who subsequently • 
transcribed them, were Christian missionaries whose object wm 
vesti^ of the anOient forms of faith. 

’p- spoke the same -language aaitheir predeOessSrs, . 

aJs .-They met ^ fought for the Bovereign'’ty. The 

iiaatf of metal conquered, aud .drOVe a great ^ of, the others 

■' '’C, 22 •' 
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^ ' 
into the islands oi' the coaat, where it is said the Firbolg race, ' 
took thfir last stand. Eventually, however, under the influence 
of a power liostile to them bothy these two people coalesced, and 
have tb a large extent done so up to the present day. 'Th^y are 
the true old Irish peasant and small farming class. 

The Firbolg was a baffmaxi, so called, according to Irish ' 
authorities, because he had to carry up clay in earl hen bogs tn ‘ 
those terraces in Greece now vine^laa. As regards the otlier. 
race there_ is more difficulty in the name. - Tuath or Tiiatba 
inaans a tribe or trihe-districtin Irisln Danann c'ertainly sounds 
very Grecian; and 'd we consider their remains, we -find the 
long, bionze, leaf-shaped sword, abundant in Ireland, identical 
with veapons of the same class found in Attica and other parte " 
of Greece. ^ c 

Then, on the otlitr hand, their physiognomy, their fair or 
reddish hair, their^size, iin<i other circumstanced, incline, one to 
believe that they came <luwn from Scandinavian regions after 
they had pa.^^'d up as far as they thought advi.sable into North- 
western Euro|>e. If Ihe word Dane was known at the time o{ 
their axriAal here, it would account for the de.'^ignaf ion of many 
’of our Irish monuments r.s applied by Molyn^ux apd Jthera. 
Lndoubtedly the Danann tribes present^ Sciindinavian features, 
but dM not bring anything but Grecian art. After the Stone 
penod/’so called, of which Denmark and the south of Sweden ofier 
sufh rich remaii^s, I look upon the great bidk of the\netal workqf • 
the North, especially in the swords in the Coj>enhagen and SUxjk- 
holm Museums, as Asiatic; while Irelapd poesesse^s not only-tbe 
largest native collection of metal weapon-tools, usualjly d^nomipia-* 
ted ‘'celts,” of any cornin' in the world, hut the second : 

amount bf swords and , battle-axes. And moreover these, and all 
our other metal articles, show a well-defined rise and develdp- 
pQent from the simplest and rudest form in size and use to thatof - 
the ^ most elaborately constructed and the moat beautifully 
adorned. ^ 

I believe t}jat these Tuath a-de-Dananns, no ma'fterfrohawb^ii'n' 
they came^ were, in addition td their othe]p acouirementflj grWt 
masons, although not acquainted with the value 'of cementW 
toatenak ^ I think they were the builders of the great etone 
Oahirs, Duns, Cashels, nad Caves in Ireland ; while tnelr 
o^rs conatmeted the earthen works, the rathe, circles, 
that diversii/ the fleldU of %in. ^he Dananhs antioipa,t#ijy 
Shakespeare s mve^iigger* for' they eertainly ^njad© the 
lasting sepulchral monumentB that exist In Irel^ 
aff NeW‘Grange,.I)ontjK fciowtk and 
ftiM other 'gre*f^^<emdferifle, :;wlthin.^ 
th^ tombs weie ewyed, !on unh^^wiij aton6$| 
markings, ep^ (y^tiYolutes, 
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etiiight zigzapr a7id curved liues, aud iiieiset indentation^ and a 

rrlhflQ ■" period. Ihe Uananna conquered the inferior 

?hft IwlJ'^we still (ind tlie caves 

the stone^ circle, he monoliths, and dolmans or cromlechs that 
mrked particular event?, and tl.e immense cai^n tl a i 

raised in honour of the fallen cliieftaiiia, • 

Although many of the warriors of the Firholgs fled to their 

portion of (hem reuuiiiiod*n tlm inland »part.s of the 
^ountry, and i,i that very locality to which 'I .have adverted 
which 13 almost midway hetween il,e .dtes *1 the two battles in 
_ a line stretching between .Mayo and Sligo, where m time tlil two 
.raws appeayo have coalesced by that natural law which. hriiios . 

the dark and the fair together, owu-onii^s. 

tl,e^r“Z„'7/u “ been' recorded that the conquering race .sent 
t^ir small dark opponents into Connaught, while they f hemsekes 
the rich lands further ewt, pnd not onlv e.stab- 
^h^ themselves at T^ra but spread-into M.o south. It ^r^ 
j^kable th»t in tame large numWs of the Dananiis themselves 
*vero banished to the Westland likewise that th^ kst forcible 
dejtortakonof the native Iri.sh race (so late'asthe seventeenth 

' ?*' ‘be former of which, possiblv, 

. tW imned *me of the original stock. The natural fbwiutv of 
of ^ iHOimtains of Connaught remains as it was thousands 
of years ago; but no doubt if some of the legislators of tlie 
^ ^riod to which 1 have already referred could now behold its fat 
•:|«turo-pIains, they might prefer them to the flax laPds of 

These Dinannshad a globular form of head, .of which I have 
examples. For the mgst part f Relieve they 
^2th ♦heir jnanes/and placed an urn ' 

' contents-human or animal-inMlie grave, 

° af lerfgth or crouched in an 

Peruvians, J I 

.■hfcYh eUewWe explained. ;*]^eea Irish urns, which are the 

have come down to the 
ana some of them most 
be'seea tn tmrvanous mugeums ' 
f rto «tUl exist, but have graduallv 

r. WlmiWlMhw forerfjnri&r^. to the tofent day. Here is what . 

yrete ,of th^- two hunlr^ jewa ago : “ Every one ' ' 
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\vlio la fiur-bairud, veiiptefiil, krfr.'.aml evcrv vliDi.l^THr, iirofo^sora 

ol muaical uiid Hiit^rtuiniiig- ]ifi-f(jruiuin-ua, uho aie udcnla of 
Drmdicxl ami niafrical arts, tliav are the deseetalaiita of the 
lualhaole-Ilaimiia-^.” They were not only fair hut san.lt in nianv 
instances, and consetjnenlly extcnaivoly frecLded.f, 

It IS atiirin.-d that tlie liananns ruled in Ireland fnv alou.rtime 
uiitil another inroad was inadednf.r the islaii.l hy (he Mdesnuis-^. 
said to he hrave chivalrous, skilled in war, .mo, i ,„u,™tors. 
Jiroud, l.oastfiil, and mneli superior in onlwanl mloinmenl as w.dl 
a.H mental culture, hut nrohahly not hett.'r armed tliiin their 
opp.inenl,s^, 1 hey dept.3e,i the three last Danann kiiiys and tlieir 
wires, and rose to he; it is said, the dominant raee assuinino the 
wieiviniin, hecominyrthe aristoeracy aii.l landed iiropnetors of 
the eoiintry, and itivinif orii,dn to thus., chieftains that afterwards 
ro.se tAllie title of petty kin-. an.I from wh.nn s,„ne of fh„ |„m 
families m tlm hind Uiih nn uhiiiir hhe Irish names claim d.’seent 
JHifi parTicularlj; tho.st* witli ilip pivfix of tlio ‘M ) ” oj- tin* “ '' 

w hen tins rare arrne.On Ireland I onniiot tell, hnt it was some 
time prior to the ChnsMan era. It ,s sni.l thev eame from the 
coast of Spam, where (Imy had Ion- rmnaiiied after their Kastern 
erat^rratiori. 

the site of «dmt is helieved to be the aneient liriifantium 
now the eiitmtiee to the united Inirhours *f roninna and Ferrol' 
s ands the cieut lifr|„|,onss. known lo all ships pa.s^ing through 
In Ilay of Biscay. W ithiii tlms nnulcru .striicl uim still evista tin. 
celehnited ' 1 hums of Hercules,” whiidi I iiive.sli;^ed and 
■IcscntH'd many years n^o,. That tower, it was said in met«- 
pliorical hiriprnape, conmian.le.1 a vn-w of Ireland, and iw such 

larame the fhemo of Irish and legeiid.s. Ceidaiait is that 

sai iiifr north or north-westward fromU the ships of the sons of 
Mile, sms and their folhrwens e.mild have reach.al Irelanil without 
much coasting. If the .story of Breogan's Tower is true, then if 
must have been erectesl m the thne of lime-aii.l-morlar buildinff 
and that is during the Roman occiiiiation of Iberia («id ( faftl. ilow 
many tboiisanda,’ rank and ble. of tbesc Hpani.sb Jlil^iiaus came 
pre in tbelr si.x of eight galb-y.s and tried the fortunes of war 
from the summit of tbe ninth wave from the shore” and'con- 
ijiierM tlie entire Hanann, Tirbolg.aud homorian population, I am- 
unable to mve the slighte.st inkling of, no more than I can of 
tlif‘ so-called Plioemcian intd-rcoiirse with this country. 
without into the fanciful descriptions of the of 

\ entry ilarbour, of tlie ftouthcm conquest of Ireland by the 
Uderian Milesiansy wo may find some more trustworthy iUuatra- ■ 
UcmH of ^Spanish dweHin^a in the architecture of tfhe%wti of " 
Ualway, and some picturesquoropre.sentatives in tlie lithe upn>&r,> 
and raven-haircxl, but blue-oye^l maidens trf the City ot 
the Iribea, Here is what old Macliibis, who, 1 suppose, clt^niQil^' -i 
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de.'^eiit from th»‘ sons of ^lil(\sius, wrote about them; Every 
oue wlio IN wliitt' of vhj]]^ broWii of hair, bohf, hououra})le, darinp, 
prosperous, boimtifid in the boslowal of property, and who is not 
afraid of+batth' or combat, they are tlie descendants of th]|' sons of 
Milesius in Erin.” 

This lii^di ]ia#e(r\ric ojRy equalled by the prose and verse 
compositions of llio aneient bards and rhymers and the modern 
hist(>rians, wlio lune recorded tlie dee<ls of the p^roat wuirriors, 
Ith, llidxw, and yor^mon, whose de.scendants boast to ha\e botm 
the* rulers of the land. ^lAen Mooiaq altlioii^h lii' wrote such 
beautiful I\rics coneerninu this raet* in his earlv days, yet wdien 
he came to study history, he felt lln^ stftfle diliiciiltN I do nowa 
I do not dispute tlieir oripiii or suprejnacy ; hut I fail to 
distintfiiisli tleur earh eustonis, their remains, or rare from thosti 
of the Ihrholes or Daiiaims whom the\ ^onquered, and who left 
undoubted monuments ]>eeuliar to their timm 

Now all these ]»oople- iht' ]urutieal na\i,»ator alon^^ our coasts, 
the mid-luiro]ie primi1j\t' s]i(‘])heid and cultivator, tlie Northern 
w'aiTior, and the theri.an ruler— were, ac^'ordin^'' To mv viewy all 
derived from the one Celt le stoelc. J he\ spolie the same hinyniae'e, 
and their (h'scmidant s do so st ill. When they ac(piire<I a know- 
led^m of letters tht*v transmitted tlieir history throiiHi the Irish 
language. No doubt they fusisl ; but somehow a^^uick fusion of 
races has not been the^mfit^ral charaettu'islic of tlie people of this 
country. Cinhke the Anclo-Norman in later times, the Milesian 
•w'as a long woiv fiomhome , the roupli sea of the Hay of Hiscay 
rolled between him and his pre\ ions habitat ; and if he became an 
♦absentee he was not lilod^ to tind mucli of bis posses;>irms on liis 
return. It is to be reeTctted that wdiile w'e have here such a 
quantity of poetical and tradiiional material respecting the 
Milesiaii invasion of Ireland, the .'Spanish annals or traditions 
have given 'US but ^ery little information on that subject. 

It w'ould be most desirable if the tioviTiiment or ’sonie Irish 
authority would send a properly imCructed eommissioiier to 
iiivestigute tli# S])anisb annals, and see whether tlii're is anything 
relating teethe Spanish migrations to Ireland remaining in tlmt 
country. , 

Heside.s the spar.sc introduction of Latin by Clfristian mission- 
aries in' Hie fifth century, some occasional Sa.xcm wamds springing 
from peaceful settlers’ along our coasts and in commercial 
emporiums, and whatever Danidi had Crept into our tongue 
around those centres wdmre the Scandinavians chietiy located 
themselves, and which w'ere principally proper names of persons 
and places that Ijecame fixed in our vernacular, we find but one 
dangiiage among the Irish people until tho arrival of the ‘A^glo- 
Normans at the end of tire twelfth century. 

" ' The linguistic or phifulogical evidence on this subject is clearly 
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decisi\e. The residue of the early rfices already doeeribed sp<^ke 
oue kn^fuago, called 'GAelie; so did the Scotch, the Welsh, and 
])robably, in early tmies, the Britons and the Bretons. It was not 
only tlw popular conversational tongue^ used in the Ordinary 
intercourse of liff', but it wnis also employed in genealogies, 
annals, and other reconls in a special chanicter, not quite peculiar 
to^ this country, but tlien common in Europe. Much has been 
-said akmt the nece^.'^ity f(.r a glo.'wiry of our ancient MSS., such 
as those at Saint Gall, in Trinity Collog-e, in^tlio Iloyal Irish 
Ac-ademy, and in Belgian and EnglisETibraries ; but there are^ 
\erv few ancient langu^es that do not require to be globed in 
the present day, even words of CTaui'er do. 

The Government are now, under the auspices of our Master of 
the Rolls, and the special direction and suj)ervisiou of Mt/* J. T, 
Gilbert, giving coloured photographs of some of our ancient 
writings, and have promi>e<l that some of our remaining 
manuscripts will be ti^lnshite<i. I see no occansion now for w airing’ 
for more elaborited philological dictionaries or glossaries while 
there are still sr>me few'lri.'^h scholars in this countrv capable of 
^giving a free hut toleruhly literal translation of these records 
tliat do not require any great acutmm in rendering them into 
English. Is history to wait upon the final decision of philologists 
re^qsu'ting a word or two in a manuscript, and to decide as to' 
whether it may be of tSansorit or any othef origin? 

No doubt some of my hearers may ask, What about the Oghams 
for Ohumsj ? do they not show a very early knowledge of an” 
alphabet ? A.s yet this is a moot question. A rude piUar-stone, 
having upon it a tolerably straight edgey wu.m in early times notched^ 
along its angle which served as a stem-Hne. by nicks formed on it, 
and straight or oblique lines, singly or in clusters, proceeding 
from the stem. The decipherers of theee inscriptions have, one 
/ind all, agreed upon the fact that these lines repre.sented letters, 
syllables, or words, and that the language is either Irish or 
Latin, 'fherefore the persohs wdio made thein must been 
aware, of alphabetic writing and grammar. The8e<5cartea mono- 
lithe are cliiefly found in Kerry and Cork. Upon eomft of them 
Christian emblems are figured. The incising of tht stone has 
evidently been performed by some rude instruinenG either a flint 
or metallic pick; and it is reiAarkabje that tlicse pillars present' 
scarcely any amount of dresaing. 

In (Ajunau^t, ip my youth, the exception *in remote districts : 
was where the person spoke both English and Irish. In 1853 , 
when w'e- first took a cenwiB of the, Ifish-spgaking population^ 
after the countiy had lost tHreo^uartera of a million of 
chif^y of the Insh race, we had then (to speak in round numlrfrs)*' 
one and a half millions of Irish-speakii:^ population. i 

they had fallen off by nearly half a million ; and upon 
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of tjje last consiis in 1^71 tlio entire Iri8li-^=>peakinj? })npiilation 
Was only S 17 ,''^t) 0 . The percentages, according to the total 
population in our different provinces, were thei^ : in Leinster Ll^ 
in Munster 27'7, in ULter 4'd, and in ronnauglit 8l)'0; ^or tlwi 
total of Ireland 15T. Kilkenny and Louth are the counties of 
Leinster where Mie language is most spoken. In Munster they 
are joerry, Glare, and Waterford ; In lilster, Donegal, where 128 
]>er cent, of the population speak Irish; hut in Connaught, to 
which I have alr^idy alluded as containing the remnant of the 
earlv Irish races, wo ha*o no Iks.s than hO per cent, of Irish- 
speaking population in tiie counties oi Mayo and Galway 
respe(‘tively. Of ni} «twn knowledge I (5in attest that a great 
many of these people (‘annot spoak English. We tlius see that of 
tlie population of Ireland, whicli in the present day miglit be 
computed at about five and a lialf milliriis, there were, at the 
time of taking the census in A}>ril, 187L only 817,(8130; and I 
fhinlv I muv proplie.sy that that is tlie very^argest number that 
in future '^’e yill ever have to record, On thetcaiises of this 
decadence it is not my ])rovince to de.^cftnt. These Celts have 
been tlie great ’pioneers of ci\ ilization, and are now a power in 
tlte world. Are they not now numerically the dominant race in^ 
Aiaerica? and have they not -largely peopled Australia and New ’ 
Zealand ? 

We have now arrived .at a period when you might naturally 
expect the native annalist to make some allusion to conquest or 
Jolonization by the then mistress of the world. Without offering 
any reason for it, I have here only to remark that neither as 
?varriors nor coloifizers did the Romans ever set foot in Ireland ; 
and hence the paucity of any admivtureof Roman art amongst us. 

To till up a liiatusNvhich might hero occur in our migrations, T 
will mention a remarkable circumstance. A Christian youth of 
Romano-Sfwcon parentage, and probably of patrician origin, was 
larried^off in a raid of Irish marauders,, and employed as a swdne- 
lerd in Jhis wery Ulster, the country of the Dalaradians^ and 
ived here for feveral years, learning our customs and speaking 
)ur langua^^, He escaped, however, to Miihstor, and thence to 
lis native la*i5 of Britain or Normandy, from whence he returned 
D A.D. 432 with friends, allies, and missionari^, and passing in 
lis galley into the mouth ofdlie Bo\me, walked up the banks^of 
hat fame<I stream, raised the paschal fire at Slone, and speedily 
Qtr^uced Christianity tlirougliout Ireland. 

In thus briefly alluding^to the labours of St. Patrick, I wish to 
10 understood to say that about the time of his mission there was 
SaxOn intercourse with this country, and the great mission- 
ry^ad-DOt only many frierids but several relatives residing litre, 
rid some of them on th^very banks of the Boyne ; and I believe 
hatf'OttfQnsiderable amount of civilization and some knowledge of 



SIR WILLIAM WILDE 


:;li 


('hrl^tiaiiif y had laa;!! liitriKlueial lonj^ prtMioiisly , so tliat, all liough 
old.Kin^ Laoydiaira or Loury and liia DriiidM did not Low the 
knnn to tho Mo.st flij^li God, nor accept tho t(ai(diin^' of (ho hcaiiti- 
Lil tiymii tliat rutrn.k and hia attondants (dianted as tliov ]ia^^od 
up the ^^rassy slopes of Tara, still there were inuny Imndred people 
in Irehind ready to reia'ue the ^dad tidings' of the g('spel of 
saUation, 

lla\ing finished with tlie Milrsians, we now come to (he l)ant‘^ 
(so-<.‘all(‘d), the Scandina\ ian> or Xoi, semen— tl^‘ pagan Sea-Kings i 
who made inroads on our coasts. (It'spmltid our churches and monas- 
teries, hut at tht‘ saiy^^e (iino, it inin^t he confessiHl, helped ((» 
establish till' commeicial prosperity of sonn; of our cities and 
towns frfiin 7'dd to the time of the battle of t'loiitarf, A n lOlI, 
when the belligerent ])or(ion id the Scandinavians wert^finaliv 
expelled the coiiiitrw I During the time 1 havi' specifiisl, lliihlin, 
Ijiint'rick, and Waterford litdong<-d to the.se Kortliern people 
They not onl} coast»hi round the mland and iieier lost an oppor- 
tunity of pillage and jiliinder, hut they pas.-ed through the interior 
ami curried tlieir armv mfo the very centre of the land, d'he 
Ihines left iis \er\ liitle ornamental work he\ond what th(*v 
la\islied upon their swords and helmets, hut, on the otlier liaiid, 
it should K' borne m mind that (here are no lush anfi([iiiti(‘s, 
either siunul, \sarlike, or eeidesuisticah in the Seandinavian 
Museums, 

Goncerning their lU hnologieal character-, I must again refer to 
the “(Vania liritannica.’' In the records tliey ^yere designated 
strang'Ts, fonugiiers. pagan.*, gentile.s, and nKo white and hlaelc 
foreigners, so (hat there were undouht(sl!\ two races - the dark, and 
the fair or rial, like as in t}u‘ casi' of the Eirbojgs or Danunns, 
The\ wcie also st\h-d “ A/urc Dunes,” prohahly on aevount of the 
shining liiit' of their armour, 

I Kdievi' the fair section of that ^aaiple (o have been of Nor- 
w'egian org;in, w Idle tht‘ dark nice lame from Jutland and the 
coast of Swtslen: and liotli by the Grl(ne\8, the coasts of ^^('otlnnd, 
and the Isle of ,Mam Their skiills w ere larg-e and wilil formed ; tliey 
had atliorough knowledge of melalwmrk, and csiHH’ially iron< and, 
ns I liave shown eKcwliere, tlnur swonls and spears were of great 
size and power, the former wadded as a slashing weapon, w liilc 
tlio.«^‘ of tlieir early opponents wtge of linm/'e, weak, and inteuihsi 
for stabhitig. In nowhere else in EuropiMthat I am aware of) 
have these rounded, pointed, or iM'velled heavy iron fiwords been 
found except in Ireland and Norway. 

Large quantities of Jkini.sh reinain.s have been discoyertHl in 
deep sinkings made in Dublin; and several weapons, tools, and 
omiments, Indievisi to be of Seandinavian origin, have In^^n found, 
within a few inche.H of the surfiuvon one of tlm battle-fields bn 
tin- south shie of the Liffevy within the bust few years, Upon 
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most of T havo alvoaTy rt'porltMl and illustration^. \ 

ma\ Tiinntioii ouo cirnimst anco cninioctrd ^^l(h this ra(‘o. f iie\<T 
oxarainiMl a hatlle-tiold of tin' I tanos, uor a collf'cl lou of Itaiii.'-li 
woiiprais (')r iinploiuoTits, that F did not fin<l tlio wedl-;ff] pi'l 
."'I'aloa and woiphts wliich tlio Xhlvinir had in hi> pocTot for \alu- 
in^ tin' ]n-o('ious tniTat-. ho procurod oithor by (■oikuk'-I or <ilhor- 

^^'iso. 

Althonoh oon^idnrnd lio-i do, I ho-(' Scan<lina\ ian \dKino''^ must 
)ia\o fratm'iii/od •ivit li tin* lri>li, W'o know lliat thoy intm-- 
niarriod , for. ainony'' nnin\*o( I ku* iii'-tanoi'-; that inio-]it ho nddiir‘o(l, 
r nia\ inmition tliat dnriiiL: tin* haitlo of^t loiita rf, \\ lion Sitric, 
ilio Ttani-^h kin,u^ otf iMihlin, looK.-d on tho fi-ht from tin* wall- of 
llio (Mty, ho v> as ai'conipanioil hv his wifo, t]io daiiolitm’ of tlio 
.i;j;od Kfno Ivnown as “ Unaii tho lh’a\o” 

WTnm, hown\a>r, tlio Iri-li oliioflaiii'; u'or> not li^dit ino* witli ono 
anr)t]ior, thov w oro of(on oiioauod m p.htv^sars \Mt)i tlio So;in- 
dmavians, win*, in turn, woro altaohoil hy ihoir oy n ooiintrymon, 
tho “ Elaok < iontilo^,” (‘-.pociall;, on tho plain of lAt^^’aH. ^trotohin^^ 
from 1 tiihlin to tho |!r»\ no, and hioli tin- Vliho i\aoo ohioHy oomi- 
piod It must not hi* sup]>oS(.d that tho l>altloof (dnniai-f ondod^ 
tho Danisli ooonpation of Iroland; llioy -till hold tho oitios of 
Duhlin, I>inioriok. and Wat orford at loa-t,and laro’oly ])ronioto(l 
tlio ooinnuToial luo^itority in lho,-(' localitio,-^ a ])ri'spmnty which 
has not (piito yot dopartod. I ^loadd like ti^ ]irosont w»n wnth 
^onif' remains of tin- Scandinavian laniruaoo m Ireland, hut tin* 
matiTials arc Aory soanfy. 

\V(' arc now ooniino to a lator porio(l ddio Homans had o( oiipied 
Hntain, the Sav'oiw tolloyod. tho 1 )ano'^ lonl partial ]»o-.o‘-^iou 
for a time; the lleptarehv preyailod until llarold, the last of tlie 
Savon Ivincfs, tkdl at I la-t iiio-;, aral Enoland hoyaol heueatl; tliat 
niixturt* of Xorman, ( laulish, Seandinayian, and ^mneral Eeltie 
hloiid that William brr»iio-ht wit h him from tin' .slnires of Frrutee. 
ddm Saxon dynasty wa- at an end, hut the Jtnions the day ar- 
ee]»ted giejr fati' ; and not oidv ilm aoldn rs, hut the Norman 
barons fused ’^ith the people of tliat kiiiynloin, and largely con- 
lialiifted t*) niakt^ it \yhat it now is. Tins fusion of races, this 
assimilathuf of seiitinn'iils, this interi'liango* of thought, tides 
kindly 'culture, the hiolier I'loyatiug tlie lower, among wdiom they 
pimmanoiitly reside, must alwavs tend to great and good ends in 
raising a people to a nohler intellectual stale. 

The Anglo-Normans ('ame hei-e in 117:1, a yery mixed race, hut 
llieir leaders were clnetly of French or XkiriAaii extract ion. Why 
tliey came, or what they did, it is not for me to I'xpatiate upon. 
[ wisli, however, to c(jrr^ct an assertion commonly made, to the 
effect 4hat the Norman barons of Henry II. thru compi^red 
Iroland. They occupied sofqe towms, formed a “ Pale," levied 
taxes^ »ent in soldiery, distributed lands, and introduced a new 
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lit; 


; but tlio ^VKiug’y ^’ut did uni run;” tlif subjiiiTai um of 
Irnbiiid did imt extond nvi^r tlm country at larjCc, and i< rciuiLiucd 
till b^Ki and the ti-\<‘ or siv fol]o\viu;r years to con)]>lt't<‘ tin* con- 
(|ucst df theTrj.Nli race, by tlie loss of a tubtToiis c^cul^'iit and llit‘ 

( b)\ eriinieutal alttTufion in the value of a ^naiin of cnin bJitai 
tluTe w(‘iit to flic \\orK}ious«‘ or exjle u})\vards iit two iiiilliiins of 
the Irish rac(\ besides tfio^^e wdio dird of pestilence Jla\inLr 
carefully Invest igute<l and rt'portial upon this i 4 st at hairnpriui 
famine, 1 have come to the conclusiou jush stated, witlioni 
taking into consideration its politu’ab ridigmus, (V national 
aspects. r» 

It appears to im‘ that one of our griaat didlculties in Iiehind 
has keen the want of fu-a ui — n< d ^nly of rai'cs, Imt of o]iiiiioii- 
and seniinient^, in wliat nia\ b.‘ cMlh d a “ gi\ and take " stom 
As rewai'dv the internt. \t uian I ihink there cannot he a better oi,o 
than tln^ SaxiUi with tlie (hdt 'The Anp lo-Xonnan-, how ev ei , 
partially fused wir]i the naii\e Iri-li . for Stronghow mairntl 
bAa tin' daiig'nter of Kkng Permot . aiai fr<un this niaiiiaet' it 
has been (‘learly .'liown that Her Mo't (iiacioiis Maicst\ the 
^pre^eiit (Aieeii of Indaiid an<l (Jreat Ilritain is lineull\ de-'CiMide'! 
S^'Ve^al of (Ik' noble w arnors ho (oaine o\'er about that ]ieiiod 
lia\'e edahli'he*! great and nh"']ire,id iiaiU(‘s in lr<daiid. among 
whom 1 mav mention the tleraldiiies in inster, the ] )e Ihirgos 
in ( 'onniiught, and the Ibith'rs in Munst<'r. and t hey and t heir 
descendants InK^iune, according to the old Latin adage, “more, 
Jnsli tl, in tin* Irish tln'iiisidves ” 

Look what t he interim \f lire of races lias doiu' for us in Ireland; 
the I'lrLilg brought us aericulturc ; the Danann tin' clienust ry 
and meehunics of in.-tal woirk ; tlumMilesians beauty and go\ennng 
jiower , the Danes commerce and navigation ; tlu^ Aoiglo-Xormaus 
(liiMilry and organi/tsi go\ f-rnmeiit , an<l, in lati^r times, tjie 
Lrencli ernig'rants taught us an impro\a*d art of weaving. 

It wouM L* mon; political than ethnological weni I to enter 
uprin the di.s^'u.ysion of that subsequent [>eri*xl wh^ch.wtiild I'on- 
<Iuc( us to the dav.s of L’roinwell or tlio Boyne, or, nf>rhapfl, to - 
laUT penoJs, in^ oh ing^ qiicstion.s iic^ |H‘rtini'nt to tlie ])fcsciH, 
subject- 

Blit I must here say a wmrd or two respecting Trisli art. . In 
archit^mture, in decorative toni^wmrk, from archaic markings that 
ga\e a tone and character tA all subsequent art, in our beautoons 
cro^.-^'s, in our early metal w'ork, in gold and bronze, curried on 
fr<im the pagan to the Cjiristian j'leriod, and in our gorgeously 
illuminated MS, IxH^ka, we have got a style of art that is specially 
an<l ]K‘culiarly Irish, and that has no Vvxact parallel elscwlicn', 
and* v-ws only slightly modified by Norman or Frankish d^^^ign. , 

'Idme piLssc'd, and events accumulated ; political affairs inter- 
mingle, but the anthropologist should try and keep clear of them. 
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At tlio rnd of t]io rrii^n of lAl/iiLctli a (‘oii'^idoralilt' lniiiriL''ratinii 
of LiiLrli^ii 1 ool» ]dji<'o 111(0 the Soiitli nf ifiAiiiil Siih-r(jiit‘nth 
t he ]ii^(nrii‘ oju^ndo of dll' “ riiA'^ of tlio Kurd,'' ONf'iI and 
( )d tiiini‘11, hroiinht iiia(t(‘rs (o u eliniax , and flio (airlv ji^rl of (lit' 
roi^ni of 1 111' (ir-'t Jann-^ 1.^ iiioiiiiirahlt* for 1 1 10 ‘‘ I’laiitat liMi of (’ Uter, ’ 
wlaei iL ]iiiml)('# of Ci'ltio Soot-AMlli nhho Saxons nhiiriit'd (o 

(lioir lirrthrrn aei’to^ ih'- \\a1or; and ahoiil (ho sanii' linn* 1 I 10 
London (‘onipanios o(‘rn|)iod lare*' ipoit lojis of this Ln't dn pro\ ineo, 
and thf‘ rai'L Iriji raoo l Miopia nlod Ly tin- Lroti'otftr to (ho 
\\o^t,a> 1 lia\i' ali.N'K^ atalod Ii imot not hr imarmnl that 
tlii^ A\a'o till' liiot iiiiiiiieral loll Thr I'lel^ pa''^od (hroiirh Irrlaiid, 
and no douht |of( a rriiinaiil h^'hind ihrifi. And in ooiiM'fjuriK'o 
ooiil loitih , tln^ Scottidi proplo nm.vt carlv !ia\r saitlrd upon 
oiir nwi'thrrii eoaS- W'lirii t^ir ad\rn1iiroiM IhLsard Liaior nmdo 
llial niai’Vi'lloi],^ iiiioad 111(0 h.daiid at (l^'riid of 1 hr foiirl rmt h 
oriiliirv and adMinord into (hr howt L of ilio landjir oarrird ivitli 
liini a ( hirlir popiilalioii oopnatr w ith our ^wii peoplr, and in all 
prohahilitv h-ii a I'rndiir 111 1 Llrr, thus IraMU^np thr oriLfmal 
LJll)oL^ Tiiat ha-dr-naiiaiiii, and MilrnikU", ^Mth llir r\(‘r])tioii of 

1 lir roillit V of ho||o;.Ml, A\ lin ll si ill hold- a I'H'Or ( 'rltic ]ioplllat Mil 
s])ra]niir iho o](l hi.di tonriir,and rrtaiiiint( 1 hr sjin lal oharaoirrs 
of that proplo as I lia\r aloadA drsrnhrd thrill. Tins Srotie 
ruor, ns it noAV rxots in LLirr, and of \\hirliA\r )ia\ r sjin inirns 
lirforr US, I AViMild >111*^ Up iMtli tlii’rr oliarartorist Irs 'Dial thry 
w ri’r ('(airar'roiis is pro\ril hv thrir shuKiiir' (hr ratio and dr- 
•j’rlldllir' till' walls of llrl’l'A , that tllry AMTr Jlldr jirudrlil aild loVrTS 
of jiisder has liroii sIioami ly\ tlinr (‘stahlidinirnt of truant riuht ; 
and tliat tliry wrrr industrious and riirryrtie is nmnifr-t hv the 
inannfacinrrrs of ILIfa''!. Do not, 1 mtrrat my hrrthrrii of 
( 1-trr, allow tliesr iiiaiiiifartiirrs (o he jropardl/rd, rltllrr liy 
niaders nr men, hy aiiv disarrrements, wliirh must lead to (lie 
decay nf the fairrst and vyealtliiest pro\incr and Aie nf the most 
heaiiiiful cities in this niir native iuiid. 
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